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PRINCIPAL AGRICULTURAL COMMODITIES
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AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION AND FARMERS’ INTENTIONS
FOR THE 1994-95 SEASON

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

Preliminary results from the Agricultural Census for the
1993-94 scason show:

Crops

The area of wheat for grain increased marginally 1o
8.4 million hectares. Production increased by 10.2
percent te 16.2 million tonnes, with significant
rises in NSW and WA, On farm siocks of wheat
increased by 17.5 percent to 1.3 million tonncs,

The area of cats sown for grain fell 16.2 percent to
1.0 million hectares. Production decrcased by 13.2
percent 10 1.7 million tonnes, with yield unchanged
from 1992-93, at 1.7 twnnes per heclare nationally.
On farm stocks of oats decreased marginally w 1.5
million Lonnes.

The arca sown o barley for grain rose by 14.3 per-
cent (o 3.4 miilion hectares. Production incrcased
by 24.2 percent 10 a record 6.7 million tonnes with
a yield of 2.0 tonnes per hectare.

Whilst the area sown Lo rice remained at 106 thou-
sand hectares, production fell by 3.3 pereent 1o 830
thousand Lonnes.

Sugar cane production increased by 9.1 percent,
with 30.5 million tonnes cut [rom a planting of 330
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intentions and 18.6 percent lower than acial plant-
ings. This is due to a movement to canola and
wheat, in response to low feed grain retums,
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Livestock

® The size of Australia’s dairy herd at 31 March
1994 was 2.5 million, up 1.1 percent when com-
pared with 3§ March 1993.

® Meat cattle numbers increased by 2.3 percent 1o
22.0 million. This continves the trend which has
seen the meat catile herd increase in size each vear
since 1989.

® Sheep and lamb numbers at 31 March 1994 de-
ciined to 133.7 million, a fall of 3.2 percent
comparcd with the previous year. Brecding ewes
decreased by 3.2 percent to 59.5 million, wethers
decreased by 13.5 percent 1¢ 34.8 million, whilst
lambs and hoggets increased by 7.3 percent to 30.5
million.

® Pig numbers decrcased to 2.6 million, a fall of 2.6
percent when compared with 31 March 1993,
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Wool production

® [n the ycar ending 31 March 1994, wool produc-
tion decreased by 5.4 percent o 673.7 thousand
tonnes, with an average cut per head of 4.5 kilo-

grams.
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Ewe mating intentions, matings and lambings

® The number of cwes intended 10 be maicd in the
year ending 31 March 1995 is 57.3 million, 3.3
percent higher than the intended matings at 31
March 1994, and 6.0 percent higher (han aciual
maungs for the year ended 31 March 1994,

Actual matings for the year ended 31 March 1994
were 2.5 pereent lower than the 5355 million in-
lended matings reported in the previous year, ol
which 97 percent (54.1 million) were realised.
There were 41.9 million lambs marked during the
year, and a lambing ratic of 77 percent of aclual
matings.
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PRINCIPAL CROPS

TABLE 1. AREA AND PRODUCTION OF PRINCIPAL CROPS, YEARS ENDED} 31 MARCH 1992 10O 1994

Australia 1694(p;
iguz 1993 199%¢(p) NSW Vie. Od . SA Wa Tas.
AREA ('000 heclares)
Cereals
Wheal for grain T.143 8,275 5,448 2.053 790 336 1,208 3850 1
for hay 30 2 27 27 n.c. n.c. n.c. -4 (e
Qats for grain 1,160 1,149 063 391 179 il 1181 275 fa
for hay 327 247 242 78 44 n.c. 46 74 i
for green feedfsilage 271 277 222 ne. n.c. 164 24 34 n.c.
Barley for grain 2,744 2,947 3367 608 629 239 1,098 776 17
Rice 114 106 106 106 n.c. — n.e. n.c. n.c.
Sugar cane (cut for crushing) 329 328 330 16 n.C. 114 T.C. . ™.
- PRODUCTION ('(XX} tonnes)
Cereals for grain
Wheat 10,557 14,739 16,249 4773 2,011 558 2,201 6,702 4
Oats 1,690 1,937 1,681 652 356 6 42 514 Il
Baricy 4,530 5,397 6,713 1,350 1,430 266 2,260 1,356 41
Rice 957 #38 830 ®30 n.c. — e, n.C. ni.
Sugar cane (cul for crushing} 20,640 27,958 30,495 1,579 n.i. 28,916 n.. n.c. n.c.
ne. - not collected
TABLE 2. AREA INTENDED TO BE SOWN TO CEREAL CROPS FOR ALL PURPOSES,
YEARS ENDED 31 MARCH 1993 TO 1995
{00 hectares)
1993 1404 {963,
Intended Actual tntended Actual(p) {ntended
NSW Wheal 1,713 1,715 1,806 2,080 b Y66
Oats 696 513 39y 464 552
Burley 573 560 623 BOK 514
Vic Wheal 795 821 778 790 830
Oats 30t 273 233 223 77
Bariey 549 551 62| f2y 444
Qld Wheat (a)(b}r652 669 {a)(b}RY 536 ny.a.
Cats .. 229 .. 73 n.a.
Batley {a)fbyri8S {89 {a3(h)2K3 239 n.y.a.
SA Wheal L,406 1,419 1,333 1,200 1,430
Oats 208 192 20143 171 23
Barley 1,026 1,023 1,155 1,008 035
WA Wheuat 3,452 3,669 3729 3,859 3,843
Crats 457 438 39 383 3ol
Barley 574 611 833 TI6 634
Australia Wheat r&,019 8,206 8,226 R.A475 {¢)8. 121
Oats (¢)1,680 1.673 {¢)1,447 1,427 (¢} 306
Barivy r2,916 2,947 3,531 3,367 {12,547
(a) For grain only. (b} Source: Quesnstand Department of Pronary Industries. (c) Excludes Queensland.
TABLE 3. FARM STOCKS OF CEREAL GRAINS, AT 31 MARCH 1992 T0O 1994a)
{7004) 1onnes)
Australio 1964(p)
1992 1993 19941p) NSW Vie (i 5A W
Wheat 1,035 1,110 1,304 550 247 ... 157 344
Qats 1378 1,582 1,509 T98 268 1.4 118 iz
Barley K68 ¥25 1,192 446 3z ne. 268 150

(a) Excludes Queensland.



LIVESTOCK
TABLE 4. LIVESTOCK NUMBERS, AT 31 MARCH 1992 TO 1994
Cronny
Australia 19441
1992 1993 1904, NSW Vic. Oid Sa Wa Tas. NI
Milk Cantle{aj-—
Bulls and bul] calves
miended for service 31 3 34 4 21 3 2 1 2
Cows in miik and dry 1,652 1,697 1,696 203 1,042 180 Y5 71 115
Heifers and heifer calves 749 776 802 113 451 bt 50) 47 53 —
Toual {a) 2432 2,504 2532 320 1514 27f 147 119 161 —
Meal Cartle—
Beef bulls and boll calves
intended for service 522 526 529 133 62 207 27 41 11 48
Cows and heifers 1 yr+ 10,748 r11,171 11329 3,148 1,122 4574 538 b8! 215 847
Heifers and other calves 5128 5064 5113 1,614 638 1,754 238 393 143 291
Cther catle 1 year & over 3050 4,795 5077 1.244 463 2,503 192 240 ut 24
Total 2447 24355 220 6./39 2305 YiE FRIF Favg 46) R
Total cattle and calves (a) ZIRR0 24,062 24,380 6,459 3819 934y 1,162 1,713 621 1,430
Sheep, 1 year and over—
Rams 1,564 1,444 1,442 s01 222 123 188 368 34 i,
Ewes—breeding 65,476 61424 59460 21,498 9762 5,174 7,130 14 i 80 1,681 n.c.
ather 7,855 6,568 7,354 2,668 1,423 204 992 2026 236 1.4,
Wethers 45473 40,269 34 816 10,938 6,784 4,197 3,195 B472 1,200 n.c
loial yheep 120368 JUY.705 1013272 33,603 18,194 Y A IE RIS 2346 3.156 i
Lambs and hoggets
under | year 27T R33 28,397 30473 11,323 19 1,694 3,513 7.647 1.084 i
Total sheep and lambs E8,203 138,102 133,747 46,928 T35 11,399 15018 32,693 4,240 ..
Pigs—
Boars 21 21 iy & 3 9 3 3 — -
Breeding sows and giits
imended for breeding 124 312 243 86 32 67 44 i3 4 —
Other pigs (incl. suckers,
weangrs, growers, elch 2,225 2,314 2.266 1 arz 527 375 250 3 2
Total pigs 2,570 2,646 2,578 a1 427 AR 427 2R8 3= M

(a) Excludes house cows.



TABLE 5. MATINGS AND LAMBINGS, YEARS ENBDED 21 MARCH 1992 10 1994

Australiafa) 1994(p)
{092 1993 1994p NSW Vie. Qted SA WA Tus.
Actual malings 53,536 54612 54,115 19,766 9315 3,537 6,788 13,478 1,601
Lambs marked 38,857 41,268 41,855 15,500 7,547 1,897 5,566 9967 1,354
Percentage of lambs marked 1o
actual matings 73 76 17 T8 &1 54 ]2 76 "5
(a) Excludes the Northem Temitary.
TAILE 6. SHEARING AND WOOL PRODUCTION YEARS ENDED 31 MARCH 1992 1'(} 1994
Awstraliafa) 1904,
i962 1693 1994p NSW Vie, (Hd SA W tay.
Sheep—
Number shom 141,850 130,167 123,009 41,719 21,383 10,763 13,845 31,494 3,803
Wool produced {incl.
crutchings) bornes 694 453 669,364 6249 304 212,756 101,913 49 502 80,825 167718 16,233
Average cut per head 4.50 5.14 in 51¢ 4.77 4.60) K4 5.3 4.27
Lamby-—
Number shom 24,332 25103 26,442 8,576 3,732 1,256 3,79 7467 48]
Wool produced tonnes 41,763 42 594 44 363 15,522 6,889 2,464 6,613 IR I8.1:1] 9h3
Average cut per head 170 .70 168 1.81 1.44 1.97 7.7 1.39 .54
Total sheep and lambs—
Number shorn 166,382 155,271 139,341 500,295 26,117 120149 17,642 38,961 L
Wool produced tonmes 736,209 TILOGD 673663 228281 (08802 51971 743 179606 17.19
Average cut per head 342 1.59 4.50 4.54 417 4.32 494 4.61 390
fa) Eacludes the Northem Temiory.
TABLE 7. INTENDED MATINGS, YEARS ENDEL 31 MARCH 1993 TO 1995
Linit At NSW Vie (el SA WA Tax.
jRu3_
Intended mauings al start of scason—
To merno rams (00 {a)38,292 14,957 3,364 n.c S.E30 11,735 LOST
T'e other rams RLLS (215,717 6,773 4,555 .c. |.933 1817 624
Total intended matings L1 {h}35%,700 21,731 Guly 4 A4 ERAER 13,572 JRT:1%
Total actual matings OO0 (b)34.612 19.71% 9,352 417 f 834 12,846 1,434
Percent of acwal to
intended mating % 03 9} 949 89 97 v o7
1904 —
Intended matings a1 start of season—
To menno rams 00 (a)33,807 13,621 3,087 n.c. 4948 11,1350 978
To other rams (X {a)y16,09% 666! 4,631 n.c. 2,108 1988 697
Towl intended matings 000 {b)53,520 203,282 9717 X 7056 13,138 1,675
Tolal actual matings(p) ! 000 {(b)54.115 19,766 9315 3.5%7 6,788 13,078 1,60}
Percent of aclual 1o
intended matings(p) s 7 97 96 P 96 [RL.H Q6
1995p—
Intended matings al stant of scason—
To merino rams (NN {4}36,075 13 862 4,970 e 4,730 INXE a1t
To other rams 00 {a}17,161 6,833 4,025 ne. 2,244 2435 07
Total inended matings TR0 (b)57,346 20,715 v 8YS ENALY 6,974 14,003 | A8
Total actual matings 000 n.a. n.a. n.a. N n.i. . n.i.

(@) Excludes Queensland. {v} Includes Quecnsland, Excludes the Northem Fernlory wheee lambing wnfommaton s not collucted.



EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction
This publicauon contains preliminary agricultural cs-

tmates for the 1993-94 scason, wogether with estimales ol

intended sowings ol principal crops and intended ewe
matings for the forthcoming scason and comparative data
for the carlicr ycars. Because ol possible changes in inten-
tions caused by unloresecn circumstances, such as adverse
climatc or ceonomic condilions, estimales for the (orth-
coming season may nolL always agree with reported
statistics from the following Agricullural Census,

Scope and coverage

2. Estimates are bascd on a proportion of information
obtained in all States, from the Agricultural Census con-
ducted at 31 March 1994,

3. For the 1991-92 and 1992-93 Censuses, the scope
was cstablishments undertaking agriculwral activity hav-
ing an estimated value ol agricullural operations (EVAQ)
of §22.500 or more. The scope ol previous Censuses
{from 1986-87) was cstablishments underaking agricul-
wral activity having an EVAO of $20,000 or maore.

4,  The 1993-94 Census is based on a scope of §5,000
or morg EVAQ, Howcver, the cstimaies prescated in the
publication arc bascd on the same scape as the previous
two censuses o enabie direct comparisons 1w be drawn.
Final results from the Census will he available based on
both 5,000 and 522,300 EVAQ thresholds.

5. Inlormation on cercal crop planting inlenlions s noi
collecied in the Agricultural Census in Queensland and
hence is not available for inclusion in this publication,
However, information is madce availabic later in the yoar
by the Queensland Department of Primary Industrics and
15 included in later ABS publications.

General

6. Finad hgures will be published during the carly pant
ol 1995 when all Agriculural Census reums have been
fully processed.
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7. The ABS also has more detailed agricullural statis-
tics on floppy disk, compact disk, microfiche and
magnelic wpe. AgStats on [loppy disk and compact disk
offers a wider range of data aggregated at smaller geo-
graphic arcas than those generally available in printed
publications, together with an casy-to-use, menu-driven
inlerrogation lacility.

8. Current publications and other standard products and
services arc listed in the Catalogue of Publications and
Products, Australia {(1101.0). The ABS slso issues, on
Tucsdays and Fridays, a Publications Advice {1105.0)
which lists publications 10 be rcleased in the next few
days. The Catalogue and Publications Advice are available
Irom any ABS oflice,

Symbols and other usages

ny.a, not yel available

p prehimimary - Nigure or serics
r subjecl W revision

-— nil or rounded 10 zero

kg kilograms

n.c. not collected

na. nol available

Y. The heures shown in this publication have been re-
vised where necessary and as o conscquence may nol
agree with similar da shown in previous publications,

10, Where ligures have been rounded, discrepancics may
occur between sums of the component ilems and wotals,

11, Unless indicated otherwise, Austratian wotls include
dala for all Swtaes and both Territorics.
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