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CHAPTER 7

HOURS OF WORK |

The data in this chapter have been obtained from the labour force survey, special supplementary surveys and the
surveys of employers.

The ABS monthly labour force survey provides the principal source of information about actual, average and
aggregate hours worked by employed persons., Hours worked data from this survey are provided for males and
females, full-time and part-time employed persons, and by broad industry group. Data on hours worked are presented
in Chart 7.1, and Tables 7.1, 7.2 and 7.3,

To supplement the statistics on hours worked collected in the labour force survey, data on hours paid for are collected
from surveys of employers. Information on overtime hours paid for is presented in Table 7.4 and Chart 7.2,

Hours of work

Average hours of work have declined slightly over the last ten years. The average weekly hours worked declined
from 36.8 hours in August 1979 w0 36.1 hours in August 1989, although over the same period the average hours
worked by full-time workers increased (40,8 hours per week in August 1979 compared with 41.6 hours per week in
August 1989). The average weekly hours worked by part-time workers has decreased to 15.3 hours in August 1989
from 15,7 hours in August 1979,

The most significant fall in average hours worked from Aogust 1979 to August 1989 was in the group of persons
employed as other than wage and salary earners, having fallen from 42.6 hours per week to 40.7 hours per week.

Average hours of work were higher for males than females. For full-time female workers the average weekly hours
worked were 38.7 hours in August 1989, compared with 42.9 hours for full-time male workers.

TABLE 7.1. HOURS WORKED BY EMPLOYED PERSONS, AUSTRALIA, AUGUST 1979 AND AUGUST 1989

(000)
Females
Not
Males Married Married Total Persons
AUGUST 1979(a)
Weekly hours worked-—
0 1801 62.8 9.0 101.% 281.8
1-15 119.5 266.4 105.8 3722 491.%
16-29 180.8 2520 74.0 326.0 506.8
30-34 196.2 105.9 58.0 164.0 3602
35-39 436.6 167.7 169.4 3371 773.8
40 1,394.6 28569 295.1 582.0 1,976.6
41-44 268.7 452 469 921 3589
45.48 375.5 43.4 253 68.7 444.2
49 and over 7710 77.3 362 1135 884.5
Total 39211 1,307.7 £849.7 21574 6,078.5
AUGUST 1989(h)

Weekly hours worked—
0 213.6 96.6 505 147.0 350.6
1-15 216.6 190.2 2118 601.9 818.5
16-29 240.7 416.6 136.9 553.5 794.2
30-34 285.1 176.0 923 268.3 553.6
3539 744.0 315.7 274.9 5%0.6 1,334.6
40 960.7 246.0 2313 4833 1,444.0
41-44 281.9 728 63.7 136.5 4185
45-48 459.9 120 ni 143.6 603.5
49 and over 1,169.4 141.} 89.8 2309 1,400.3
Tota) 4,571.9 1,926.9 12288 3,155.7 17276

(n) These estimates ars based on 1981 census benchmarks. (b) Estimates are based on & revised definition wtroduced in April 1986, See paragraph 22 of the Technicsl
Notes for Funther information,

Sowrce: The Labour Force, Australia (6203.0).
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CHART 7.1. HOURS WORKED BY EMPLOYED PERSONS, AUSTRALIA

Number {'000) Number (*000)
25007 ~ 2500
/
/
/
/
/
2000 40 hours P - 2000
-
-~
-
1
-
-
I
/s
-~
-~
< 41 hours and over
1500 — — 1500
1000 < — 1000
35- 39 hours
|
I \____‘_,——
500 - 30 . 34 hours L 500
—-'—_—"'_——h""'-—-.. ’_——'_‘I-—-—”“
- — -
— T
0 hours {a)
0 L) I 1 1 1 - 1 r 1 1 1 - I 0
1979 1981 1983 1985 1987 1989

August

() Persons who had a job but were not at work,

I Indicames break in serics. Eqtimates from August 1986 arc based on a revised definition introduced in April 1986.
See Technical Notes for furher information.

Sowrce: The Labour Force, Austratia (6203.0).
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TABLE 7.2. EMPLOYED PERSONS : AGGREGATE AND AVERAGE WEEKLY HOURS WORKED, AUSTRALIA
AUGUST 1979 TO AUGUST 198%

Aggregate weekly hours worked (million) Average weekly howrs worked
Wage and
Full-time Pari-time Fuil-time Pari-time salary
August workers workers Total warkers workers earners Otheria) Total
MALES
1979 1552 33 158.5 413 16.2 338 48.0 404
1980 156.5 34 159.9 415 164 383 482 40.1
1581 157.9 36 1615 412 163 382 471 39.8
1982 154.7 4.0 158.7 409 16.7 319 45,7 394
1983 1504 .0 1544 41.0 16.7 379 471 396
1984 156.8 39 160.8 416 16.1 384 46.8 400
1985 159.4 4.1 163.5 413 16.2 381 47.0 3538
1986(b) 163.3 43 167.7 416 154 384 46.5 399
1987 165.5 49 1704 41.8 153 383 46.6 39.8
1988 173.2 46 177.8 4?25 15.0 39.1 4912 406
1989 181.1 5.1 186.2 129 144 395 46.3 407
FEMALES
1979 53.4 11.8 63.2 382 15.6 304 290 30.2
1980 56.0 12,6 68.6 3719 15.4 299 299 299
1981 56.7 13.1 658 37.8 157 300 291 299
1982 563 13.1 69.4 374 15.4 29.5 292 295
1983 56.5 13.1 69.6 330 15.4 297 303 29.8
1984 59.0 14.3 73.2 381 158 29.9 299 29.9
1985 60.5 15.1 157 317 15.% 294 302 295
1986(b) 63.8 159 %7 378 15.5 295 287 294
1987 64.8 17.2 820 379 15.6 292 28.4 29.1
1988 687 18.3 87.1 382 15.6 295 280 29.3
1989 N2 19.7 93.0 387 15.6 295 290 29.5
PERSONS
1979 208.5 15.1 223.7 40.8 157 357 426 368
1980 2125 16.0 2285 40.5 15.6 35.1 ?8 364
1981 2146 16.7 2313 40.2 158 35.1 41.8 362
1982 2i0.9 17.2 228.1 39.9 15.7 347 415 358
1983 206.8 171 2239 402 157 34.7 42.1 359
1984 2158 182 234.0 40.6 15.9 351 420 36.2
1985 2200 193 239.2 40.3 159 34.7 419 358
1986(b) 227.1 202 2474 40.5 15.5 347 40.7 358
1987 2303 221 252.4 406 15.5 346 403 356
1988 241.% 229 264.8 412 15.5 351 409 36.0
1989 254.3 24.8 2192 416 153 353 40.7 36.1

(a) Comprises employers, self-employed p ard unpaid family helpers. (b) Estimates from Augusy 1986 are based an a revised definition introduced in April 1986.
See paragraph 22 of the Technical Notes for further infarmation.

Source: The Labour Force, Australia (6203.00,
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TABLE 7.3. AVERAGE WEEKLY HOURS WORKED: EMPLOYED PERSONS BY INDUSTRY, AUSTRALIA, AUGUST 1981 TO

AUGUST 1989
Ausgust
Industry division or subdivision 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986(b) 1987 1958 1989
MALES
Agriculare, foresiry, fishing and huming 4738 419 48.0 478 4380 48.6 432 430 460
Agriculiure and services w agriculture 487 4590 487 49.0 48.6 494 485 485 46,5
Faresury and logging, fishing and hunting 376 346 40.9 343 366 382 44.5 N3 9.7
M‘ijF 399 387 37.2 369 392 38.6 3.6 41.5 422
Manufacturing 392 385 384 394 39.1 395 393 405 409
Food, beverages and wbacco 38.3 1B 3.0 292 384 39.1 384 395 40.8
Metal products 39.1 32 7.7 206 387 397 383 41.5 41.5
Other manufacturing 394 S5 385 394 395 395 9.5 40.3 40.7
Electricity, gas and water 64 353 35.3 355 34.5 350 355 KX -] 364
Construciion g3 351 319 389 8.3 8.3 192 40.4 409
‘Whalesale and retail wade 40.8 40.8 415 41.6 413 41.5 40.9 41.2 41.0
Wholesale trade 40.9 40.2 41.1 409 404 41.3 41.8 418 424
Retail wrade 40.7 412 41.7 42.0 419 41.6 404 408 40.2
Transpont and starage 395 39.3 393 397 40.4 399 395 40.3 40.9
Communication 3.1 ki) ] 335 1.7 357 41 5 W4 36.5
Finance, propenty and business services 395 387 307 40.7 0.2 404 405 420 20
Public administration and defence 35.1 35.2 as5.5 36.2 s 354 356 362 62
Coronunity services 9.1 339 39.2 39.1 179 384 385 9.2 354
Recteation, parsonal and other services 408 413 394 399 9.1 06 392 189 %0
Total empioyed Jo.8 394 395 40.0 39.8 J9.9 3oz 40.6 40.7
MARRIED FEMALES
Agriculiure, forestry, fishing and hunting 283 263 28.8 215 274 279 29.3 26.6 26.5
Agriculture and services to agricultare 286 264 29.0 215 213 282 257 271 267
Menofacturing 32 1.7 21 324 310 e k1 K] 321 235
Food, beverages and wobacco 336 298 325 319 30.2 .31.0 306 325 314
Melal products 326 300 28 3038 296 31.3 322 308 3038
Other manufaciuting 331 323 122 328 314 1.7 22 322 330
Electricity, gas and waler 26.7 35.6 30.7 26.5 217 29.4 30.5 219 k1K1
Construction 134 18.1 19.1 18.3 185 179 17.7 138 17.7
Wholesale and retal 1rade 286 29.1 294 29.5 29.7 29.5 290 287 288
Wholesale wrade 285 289 27.5 anl 29.6 298 283 282 28.3
Retail wade 28.6 29.2 299 294 29.8 294 292 28.9 289
Transport and storsge 6.7 26.0 24.1 289 7.0 26.7 253 27.0 28.8
Communication 286 270 281 29.8 284 28.1 279 30.1 31
Finance, property and business services 210 26.1 216 289 70 20 216 252 288
Public adminiswation snd defence 288 28.3 28.5 28.3 216 286 283 295 282
Comrmunity services 276 273 214 274 269 212 26.9 21.5 273
Recreation, personal and other services 255 264 255 26.7 2385 218 274 278 28.1
Total employedfa) 282 278 282 285 28.0 28.0 28.0 282 28.3
All. FEMALES
Agriculture, foresiry, fishing and hunting 29.8 74 29.7 28.7 292 28.5 29.2 273 268
Agricultare and services 1o agrculture 0.2 215 207 28.7 295 287 29.5 273 26.9
Minin, 321 34.7 36.8 323 308 349 133 372 35.1
Manufacturing 339 128 311 33.5 322 327 331 310 334
ood, beverages and tobaceo 335 29.5 28 22 00 320 no 26 Aa
Mets] products 4.0 320 31.8 23 31.1 24 33.2 319 324
Onher manufacturing 340 336 334 4.0 329 329 39 331 34.0
Electricity, gas snd water 7 333 31.4 322 30.7 kiR 331 0.0 3t
Constroction 21.5 12 2.5 212 216 200 20.1 1.1 206
Wholesale and retail trade 287 287 289 28.5 28.9 28.7 217 25 217
Wholesale trade 34 n2 30.8 120 1IR3 ns 31 kI 34
Rewil wrade 280 281 285 27.7 28.3 219 6.3 265 26.8
Transpor and starage Nz 5.8 29.8 228 299 300 29.3 303 19
Communication 29.7 29.1 29.7 05 1n2 a3 282 9.3 316
Finance, propety and business services 309 297 0.5 3.1 0.5 0.0 30.6 312 1]
Public adminisiration and def: 30.6 30.3 30.6 31. 29.9 109 30.6 313 1037
Comumunity services 303 299 30.1 29.9 293 29.3 29.1 295 292
Recreation, personal and other services 26.1 21.2 26.3 278 284 na 274 216 283
Total empioyed 299 295 298 299 20.5 294 20.4 293 205
PERSONS

Agricultare, forestry, fishing and hunting 431 42.7 437 43.2 43,0 430 43.1 420 405
Agriculture and senvices 10 agriculure 437 433 441 43,9 434 434 433 4.4 40.8
Forestry and Jogging, fishing and hunting 35.1 336 38.4 33.8 33.9 357 40.9 36.6 371
Minin, 39.2 383 7.2 6.5 84 383 381 41.2 41.5
Manulgacu.l.nng 319 371 31 37.9 37.3 37.6 37.7 3B.5 38.8
‘ood, beverapes and tobacce 36.9 36.3 a4 37.3 35.8 0 16.0 37.5 LY
Metal products 38.5 374 37.0 8.6 376 87 389 a0.4 40.0
Other manufacturing 379 LI 3.0 39 315 N6 378 82 358
Elecwncity, gas and water 358 352 50 352 32 347 353 335 36.0
Constreciion 356 36.5 6.1 LS| 366 35.9 36.8 380 38.3
Wholesale and retadl trade 156 156 B0 59 360 359 351 151 349
Wholesale wade 82 k1N 38.1 384 380 384 86 86 9.0
Retall wade 4 347 352 M9 351 348 136 336 33.2
Transport and storage 381 378 379 86 388 82 n7 383 391
Communication 330 k¥ 326 329 3.6 331 ey 332 52
Finance, propenty and business services 356 s 35.3 362 358 354 358 36,7 371
Pubhc ad 1om and defi 34.2 34 kXX 345 330 338 337 M4 340
Comumunity services 336 3.3 3335 332 34 Eryd 324 329 328
Recreation, personal and other services k). 311 ne 334 331 29 325 »4 329
Total emploved 36.2 58 59 3.2 358 5.8 356 36.0 36.1

{a) Includes muning. {b) Estimates from August 1986 are based on & revised definition introduced in April 1986. Sec paragraph 22 of the Technical Notes for further

information,

Sowrce: The Labour Force, Australia (6203.00.



111

Overtime

In the November 1989 survey week, estimated average weekly overtime hours paid for as reported by employers were
1.60 hours per employee, 9.6 per cent higher than the November 1988 average of 1.48 hours,

In November 1989, the Mining industry had the highest level of average overtime hours paid for (5.92 hours).
Average weekly overtime hours per employee working overtime increased by 2.7 per cent since November 1988, to
7.79 hours, For employees working overtime, the Mining industry again recorded the highest level for November
1989, at 11.51 hours.

The Mining industry also recorded the highest percentage of employees working overtime (51,5 per cent) in
November 1989.

Overall, the estimated percentage of employees working overtime increased by 5.0 per cent since November 1988.
A comparison of overtime statistics between November 1983 and November 1989, at the total, all industries level,
shows that there has been very little change in the average levels of overtime hours (i} per employee and (ii) per
employee working overtime, and little change also in the percentage of employees working overtime,

However, in the Mining, Manufacturing, Construction and Transport, storage and communications industries all
aspects of overtime have risen significantly in that period.

CHART 7.2. OVERTIME HOURS PAID FOR, AUSTRALIA, NOVEMBER 1983 AND NOVEMBER 1939

Average weekly overtime hours Average weekly overtime hours Percentage of employees in
per employee in the survay per employee working overtime the survey working ovenime
N | L | 1 ] | ] | |
Total all industries [----O-® 1 feeeeeeeeiees ce | 1 oe
Mining  [---o-eeereeereens [ SETT PP N R R T T [« TXERE [ N EEE R T e P P PP R PPN O
Manufacturing  |---------- Onvnnne ® | e O-® | feeeeeeeennn Oreee
Constroction |-~ -- O e | | oY TR e O @
Transport sndstorsge; | . ... 0000000 | feeieioee | b
Communication <o d SE oe
Eleciricity, gas and water |0 @ | e s N Y O
Wholesale trade  |----O® | peeeeeeeeeeees oc-e | | @
Public administration and
defence(a) | ® ce | [ ®
Retail wade |- OB A5 ", I N R o
Other(b) [-OB | feeeeeeee ] 0O ® 1939
Community services (@ | feeeeeeeeeeeens ® L J o 1983
I T | I | 1 1 | T T
0 2 4 6 o 3 6 9 12 0 20 40 60
Average overtime hours Average overtime hours Per cent

(a) Excludes permanent defence forces. (b) Includes Finance, properly and business services and Recreation, personal
and other services.

Source, Job Vacancies and Overiime, Australia (6354.0).
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TABLE 74. AVERAGE WEEKLY OVERTIME HOURS PAID FOR : INDUSTRY, AUSTRALIA, NOVEMBER 1984 TO
NOVEMBER 1989

* Indusrry 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989
AVERAGE WEEKLY OVERTIME HOURS PER EMPLOYEE IN THE SURVEY
Mining 424 435 412 4.00 5.66 592
Manufacturing 258 2.64 273 299 316 N
Food, beverages and tobacco 282 288 290 3.0 284 3.42
Textiles; Clothing and footwear 2.08 2.00 2.14 2.15 248 3.86
Paper, paper products, printing and publishing 1.66 1.68 1.67 *1.83 «2.06 236
Chemical, petroleum and coal products 1.88 211 236 275 262 3.10
Basic metal prodocts 316 402 437 442 4.86 4.93
Fabricated metal producis; other machinery and :
equipment 2.70 261 251 i 3.40 399
Transpon equipment 298 295 2.56 344 3.58 4.15
Other manufacturing 2.89 2.84 m 325 368 i
Electricity, gas and water 1.86 189 1.57 1.75 1.98 1.85
Construciion 1.7 2.12 184 281 .21 295
Wholesale wade 1.15 0.99 135 1.35 1.14 1.41
Reuail wrade 071 072 072 0.79 0.72 0.77
Transpon and storage; Communication 223 245 235 270 342 2.82
Public administrarion and defence(a) 0.73 0.66 0.73 0.77 0.88 0.87
Community services 0.33 034 0.34 0.40 0.36 039
Other(b) 04 0.73 0.73 0.64 0.63 0.70
All industries 1.22 130 1.29 1.46 148 1.60
AVERAGE WEEKLY OVERTIME HOURS PER EMPLOYEE WORKING OVERTIME
Mining 8.99 9.63 9.13 9.98 1239 11.51
Manufactoring 7.98 778 1.67 8.11 8.63 9.25
Food, beverages and tobacco 7.67 7.25 6.73 6.89 7.92 841
Textiles; Clothing and footwear 9.20 1.66 711 734 8.66 11.33
Paper, paper producis, printing and publishing 687 7.06 6.52 6.89 7.11 8.06
Chemical, petroleum and coal products 767 7.99 8.56 8.96 8.64 8.85
Basic metal products 870 9.39 9.73 10.04 10.31 10.52
Fabricated metal products; cther machinery and
equipment 768 7.13 139 8.40 8.69 928
Transpon equipment 853 8.69 8.01 9.66 9.13 931
Other manufacturing 8.16 8.19 841 8.08 898 8.9%
Blectricity, gas and water 777 7.07 6.84 7.30 1.51 7.40
Construction 8.65 8.00 8.19 8.72 777 9.50
Wholesale wade 6.96 622 140 7.24 6.47 T.04
Retail wade 4.07 4.08 402 427 439 4.54
Transpont and storage; Communication 7.99 7183 1.85 892 10.34 8.98
Public administration and defence(a) 532 5.27 5.54 5.61 6.10 6.04
Community services 5.67 592 - 572 570 6.22 594
Other(b) 575 6.52 6.41 577 5.48 5.65
Al industries 7.03 6.96 6.92 727 1.59 7.79
PERCENTAGE OF EMPLOYEES IN THE SURVEY WORKING OVERTIME .
Mining 47.24 4523 45.15 40.07 45.65 51.45
Manufacturing 3227 33.87 35.52 36.85 36.59 4015
Food, beverages and tobacco 36.77 39.69 43.03 44.85 35.80 40.63
Textiles; Clothing and footwear 22.64 26.05 3013 29.30 23.63 340
Paper, paper products, printing and publishing 2415 2374 2569 26.53 28.93 29.28
Chemical, petroleum and coal producis 24.49 2637 2157 30.66 30.30 35.03
Basic metal products 3636 42.77 44.90 44.05 47.07 46.89
Fabricated metal products; other machinery and
equipment 3513 36.64 3802 39.37 39.18 43.00
Transport equipment 3497 3392 32.01 35.63 39.21 44.53
Other manufacturing 3535 34.63 35.88 40.19 40.98 41.36
Eleciricity, gas and water 2392 26.76 2296 24.00 26.31 25.00
Construction 19.74 2653 2241 32.17 2927 3112
Wholesale trade . 1658 1595 18.30 18.64 17.60 19.97
Retail trade 17.36 17.60 17.91 18.49 16.49 17.01
Transport and storage; Communication 2193 3127 2092 30.23 3326 3138
Public adminiswation and defence(a) 13.81 12.60 13.21 12.79 14.40 14.46
Community services 5.88 5.68 5.98 7.03 5.82 6.50
Other(b) 721 1116 11.43 11.03 12.11 12.46
All industries 17.35 18.68 18.68 20.05 19.51 20.48

(a) Excludes permanent defence forees. {b) Includes Finance, propeny and business services and Recreation, personal and other services.

Sowrce: Job Vacancies and Overtime, Australia (6354.0).



