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GENERAL INFORMATION

Symbols
The following symbols, where shown in columns of figures or elsewhere in tables mean:

n.a.: not available

. : not applicable

- : nil or rounded to zero

n.e.c.: not elsewhere classified

* : subject to sampling variability too high for most practical uses

Other

In tables, totals may differ slightly from the sum of the items because of rounding.



PREFACE

This publication is the sixth in the series summarising
the range of labour statistics produced by the ABS.

The format of the publication has been substantially
changed from earlier issues by ordering the statistics
according to subject matter rather than source of
collection.

The various topics covered include data on employ-
ment, unemployment, earnings and wages, work
patterns, hours of work, industrial disputes and trade
union membership.

The statistics generally relate to the calendar year
1982 and wherever possible a time series of the
principal characteristics is also given back to 1972.

Because of limitations of space only a summary of
the principal statistics is shown in the relevant tables.
Users requiring more detailed information should refer
to the specific ABS publication indicated at the bottom
of each table or chart.

Details of definitions used, accuracy of results and
other technical aspects are given in Appendix I. A full
list of data sources corresponding to each chapter is
given in Appendix 11.

Comments on the usefulness of the changes made to
the publication and suggestions for further improve-
ments would be welcomed. Correspondence should be
addressed to: The Assistant Statistician, Manpower
Branch, Australian Bureau of Statistics, P.O. Box 10,
Belconnen, A.C.T. 2616.

R. J. CAMERON
Australian Statistician

Australian Bureau of Statistics
Belconnen, A.C.T. 2616
October 1983


