CoLLECTION OF INFORMATION 45 To RETAIL PRices, I

CHAPTER 1.—RETAIL PRICES AND PRICE INDEXES.
§ 1. Collection of Information as to Retail Prices,

The retail prices of ‘the extensive range of commodities and services in
common demand (commoniy referred to as the “ regimen ) used in compiling
the All Ttems (* C 7 Series) Retail Price Index (see list on pages 11-13 hereof)
have heen ascertmned at frequent and regular intervals since 1923 for each
of the six capital cities and for 27 of the more important towns of Australia.
Comparable information is available for the monthk of November in each
year 1914 to Ig22 for each of the six capital cities.

The retail prices of food and groceries in approximately 200 towns through-
out Australia were collected as at November of each year from 1913 to 1942
when collection was discontinued.

Retail prices of food and groceries and average rentals of houses for
earlier years extending back to 1901 were collected by this Bureau, and
in some cases have been recorded by the Statisticians of various States as

far back as 1864.

The methods by which prices used in the “C” Series Index are
ascertained and the measures adopted te ensure their accuracy and
comparability are briefly as follows :—

(i) Representative and reputable retailers are selected for each city
and town covercd by the Index and each is required to
furnish a return of prices monthly in respect of food and
groceries and quarterly in respect of other items Prices for
each item arc obtained where practicable from about ten
retaiters in each of the capital cities, and from about five
retailers in each of the provincial towns.

(i) These returns are collected under authority of the Cenmsus and
Statistics Aet 1905-1049 which requires that returns be supplied,
accurately and promptly and ensures that particulars supplied
by individual retailers will not be divulged to competitors or
to any other person or (Government authority. Penaltics are
provided against failure to supply returns, against supplying
false information and against failure to answer truthfully any
question asked by an amthorized oflicer in respect of the
contents of the return.

(iii) The actual collection of returns is carried out by qualified Field
Officers of the Commonwealth Bureau of Census and Statistics
working under the supervision of the Statisticians of the
respective States. These Field Officers have very wide powers
of investigation, including entry of premises and inspection of
goods, records, ete.

{iv) The Ficld Officers not only receive and cheek returns but visit the
retail shopa concerned, whenever necessary, to verify returns.
In respect of articles of clothing and the like where variation of
quality may he considerable Field Officers are equipped with
samples of the goods used for price comparisons. In such casea
the Field Officers visit every retail informant at cach quarterly
collection and personally inspect the relevant goods and prices
thereof.



2 RETAIL PricE IKDEXES,

{v) Before each quarterly collection Supervising Field Officers review
the standards of the whole of the items for which prices are
collected after making cxtensive inquiries among nannfacturers,
wholesalers  and  retailers. These Supervising Field Officers
periodically accompany Field Officers at their price collections
und check their -work, Tlis not only ensures accuracy and
assiduity but also that all Field Officers work on uniform lines
and that, as far as eare and eflort can make it possible, prices
for identical gonds and qualiby will be recorded at all imes and
for all places.

{vi) The list of items 1n the regimen and the standards thereof are
revised from time to time to keep them in harmony with changing
conditions. Where such changes become nccessary suitable
adjustinent is made in computing the retail price index to ensure
that it reflects changes in price with due precision and that it
is not vitiated by the influence of other changes. (Ser wlso § g,
p- 32 hercof.)

(vii) Returns of rents for unfurnished houses of four and five rooms
are made at the middle of each quarter by a representative
nntnber (ranging up to 30) of house agents in each eity and town
covered by the Index, for brick and wooden houses respectively,
classified according to nmnber of rooms. These returns show
the weekly rental of a substantial number of individual hounses
each of which is selected by the Ficld Officer as suitable for
inclusion in a sample destgned to measnre the quarterly etio of
change n weekly rentals. The aim is to measure vatiations
which may be equivalent to change i price for a constant
standard. The ratw of change is used to vary hasic~average
rentals decived from the Census of 1933 and other records.
Although ecxpressed in money terms, the average rentals as
published are essentially indexes. As sush they do not
necessarily indicate the average amount of rental actually paid
for all rented houses, and still less do they indicate the rental
at which vacant or new houses can be rented.

§ 2. Retail Price Indexes.

1. General,—The basic principle of a retail price index is relatively
simple. It is to select commodities representative of the field to he covered
and to combine their prices at regular intervals in accordance with their
relative importance in that field. The aim is to measure the degree of
change in prices for the selected field taken as a whole.

Iu practice the application of this principle over a term of years presents
great difficulty by reason of the numerous changes which occur in the type,
grade and relutive quantities of nuny of the items commonly used.

A full explanation of the methods adopted and an analysis of problems
involved is contained in the Appendix to Labour Report No. g.

For convenience the group of selected items is called a “ regimen ”*, and
the quantities consumed per annum of each item used in the Index are called
“ masgs units ” or “ weights . These terms are used herein. In compiling
the Index the price of each item is meltiplied by its quantity “ weight™ and
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then by ite appropriate population or household “ weight . The sum of
these products for all items at any given date represents an “‘ aggregate
expenditure ”. The “aggregate expenditures ” for successive periods are
converted into an index by denoting the aggregate of a selected or “ base "
period as roco, and caleulating all index-numbers to auch base by the pro-
porbions whick their aggregates bear to that of the base period. (See

par. 2, p. I3.)

2. Essential Features.—Apart from clear thinking, common sense and
sound arithmetic, the prime essentials in compiling a retail price index
are—

{a) that prices be accurately ascertained at regular intervals for good
of constant grade and quality ; *

(b) that the regimen he as representative as possible of the field to be
covered :

{¢) that the weights be in approximate proportion to quantities actually
uged in the selected field.

3. The Regimen.-—The regimen must be a selected regimen because it
18 irapossible in practice to ascertain at regular intervals prices of every
item of goods and services entering into household expenditure. Even in
normal times there is considerable difficulty in ensuring that the selected
itemns are always a true sample. Bome items which it would be desirable
to include must be excluded because comparative prices cannot be accurately
ascertained for them at different times and different places. It is deemed
better to limit the regimen of the index to items for which price variations
can be ascertained with reasonable accuracy than to distend the regimen
by including items for which price comparisons are necessarily inaccurate.
Similarly, meny items of small aggregate or individual importance are
excluded. The regimen of the index therefore is not (as iz sometimes
erroneously supposed) a basic wage regimen nor yet is it a full list of
component items in o standard of living. It does not imply that any
particular goods or any selected grades or quantities of these goods should
enter into determination of a basic or living wage. In fact the regimen
used for the “ C** Series Index is simply a selected list of items combined
in certain proportions for the purpose of measuring price variations, The
items are representative of the fields covered, and the proportions
approximate to those in average consumption so far as can be ascertained.

The regimen and ** weights * uzed in the * C” Series Index are published
in full on pages 11 to 13,

. 4. Purpose of Retail Price Indexes.—Retail price indexes are
designed to measure the extent of changes in price levels only. While
they may be used as indicating proportionate variations in cost of a constant

standard of living, they do not measure the absolute cost of any standard
" of living, nor the cost of changes in the standard of living. In other words,
they measure as nearly as may be the proportionate change in the aggregate
cost of specified quantities and qualities of the selected regimen of itema
included in the index. The regimen is representative of a high proportion
of the expenditure of wage-carner households,

5. Effects of War Conditions on Indexes.—Under war-time conditions
scarcity of certain typed of gooeds, erratic supply and changes of grade due
to atandardization created unusual difficulty in obtsining the data necessary
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for measuring variations in prices. ln some nstances, this has rendered it
necessary to substitute new grades, qualities or fypes of articles for those
formerly used as indicators of changes in price. This has bheen the case
more particularly in the clothing, household drapery and household utensils
sections of the reghmen. Substitutions of similar kind were necessary at
times under normal conditions in ¢rder to meet changes of fashion and
ugsage. Such substitutions are mnot injurious to the index provided the
transitional difficnlties can be solved as they arise. No change in prineiple
is involved. The index continues to measure, as wccurately as may be,
price variations, and price variations ouly. Just as in the pre-war period,
those differences in prices which are selely due to substitution of a new
itemn for one which has ceased to be available or in common nse are neutralized
by taking the price of the old item as typical of price variation in its class
up to the time of substitution, and the prices of the new item as typical of
such changes in price thereafter.

In normal times, popular usage of items 1 genera] consumption changes
slowly and the weight of items and groups in the regimen ia changed only
at long intervals. In war-time, scaroity of supplies of some goods, rationing
and kindred factors actually produce substantaal changes in usage both
long term and short term. The * weights ™’ applicable to the items in the
regimen, however, have not heen changed and continue as in pre-war years.

{See§ 9 (2) hereof.)

Durisg the war the “C” Scries Index, as published, measured the
a.ggrega,te variation in prices of the regimen of items adopted in peace times
in peace-time proportion. This ensured comparability of the index on that
specific basis. Its practical significance under war conditions was limited
because a single index cannot “take into account all changes that occur.

If it had been peacticable, it would have been desirable to compile an
additional index to measure variations over the war period, having regard to
the fact that the relative consnmptions of some items of the regimen had
been altered by war conditions, and that the prices of some items not included
in the regimen had moved differently from the variations recorded by the
“ Q0" Beries Index. This would had provided an alternative method of
compurison presenting another aspect of price movement in war-time,

§ 3. Various Retail Price Indexes.

Two main series of retail price index-numbers are compiled and shown
m some detail in the following pages, viz, :—

(i} the “ B ” Series Index relating only to food, groceries and housing,
continuously available since 1907 ;

(i1} the “ C" Series Index relating to food, groceries, housing, clothing,
household drapery and utensils, fuel and light, and other miscel-
laneous items of household expenditure, continuously available
from 1914. .

The “B” Beries Index comprises only the food, groceries and housing
sections of the “ C” Series Index. Reference is made on pages 36 to 39
of this Report to the “ A” Series Index and the “ D™ Series Index (no
longer compiled), the * Court” Series Index anit various other series of
retatl price index-numbers.
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The ““ C” Series Index in total provides a reliable measure of aggregate
variations in retail prices {as well as of group indexes for component sections)
of a high percentage of goods and services used in wage-earner households.
This index is compiled for :—

{a) the capital city of each of the six States,
{b) four other principal towns in each of the six States,

{¢) weighted average of five towns (including capital city) in each of the
six States, -

{d) weighted average for the Six Capital Cities combined;
(e) weighted average for the Thirty Towns (including capital cities),
{(f) separate indexes for Warwick, Port Augusta, Whyalls and Canberra.

The “ C’" Series Index forms the basis of the “ Court” Series Index
used by the Commonwealth Court of Coneciliation and Arbitration for the
 cost of living " adjustments of wages preseribed by awards made by the
Court. {See 8 10 and 11 of this Chapter.)

§ 4. Retail Price Levels (“C” Series Index) 1914-1948,

1. Bignificant Dates.—The apgregate indexes for November, 1914,
1921 and 1922, and the years 1923 to 1048, for the Thirty Towns are
published in summary form on pages 21-23 hereof, while the following table
turnishes the relevant index-numbers for the Six Capital Cities as a whole,
for certain significant dates since November, 1914—the earliest date for
which this index is available.

Arve IteMs (“C” Sgrirs) RETaiL Price INDExX-NUMBERS.
WEIGETED AVERAGE OF S1x Caprrai Crrms.

(Base : 1923-27 = 1,000.)

1914, November . .. 087 (Beginning of War L)
1918, November . - 9035 (End of War L.}

1920, November . .. 1,166 (Post-War peak)
1922, November . .. g75 (Post-War trough)
1929, Year . o .." 1,033 (Pre-Depression peak)
1933, Year - - . 804 (Depression trough)
1939, September Quarter .- 916 (Pre-War 11.)

1943, March Quarter .. .. 1,123 (Pre-Price Stabilization)
1043, June Quarter . .. 1,143 (War II. peak)

1945, September Quarter .. 1,126 (End of War II.)
1948, December Quarter. . .. I,341

The index reveals a rise of approximately 32 per cent. during the first
world war, followed by a further rise of 29 per cent. in the two post-war
years (November, 1918, to November, 1920). From November, 1920 to
November, 1922, there was a fall of 16 per cent., and the index remained
relatively stable until the onset of the depression in 1929. During the
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four years of the depression 1929 to 1933 the index fell by 22 per cent., rising
thereafter steadily until 1939 when it was nearly 14 per cent. above the
level of 1933, and approximately at the level it had occupied at the date
of the Armistice of 1g18. DBetween the outbreak of war (September, 19309}
and March, 1943 (pre-price stabilization). the index rose by approximately
23 per cent, to a level slightly below that reached at the height of the post-wer
boom in 19z0. Compared with March Quarter, 1943, the index-number at
the close of the war was practically unchanged. At December Quarter,
1948, the level was over I5 per cent. above that of the Xgzo peak period.

Immediately after the ontbreak of the war price control was established
by the Government under Regulations dated 28th September, I93g, and a
national policy of price stabilization was applied as from 1zth Aprl, 1943,
backed by more stringent priee control and price subsidies. The retail
price level, as measured by the index, remained relatively steady
throughout 1944 and 1945 at.the level of March, 1943. This stabilized level
was approximately 23 per cent. above that of 1939 and 63 per cent. above
the level prevailing at the beginning of the first world war in 1914. Since
June Quarter, 1946, however, as a resnlt of modified policies in price control,
extra production costs have been permitted to pass into prices and the
retail price index for December Quarter, 1948, was 46 per cent. higher
than that for September Quarter, 1930.

An account of price confrol messures and of price stabilization in

Australia was published in Gfficial Year Book of the Commonwealth No. 37,
pages 458-463.

2. Al-Items (*C* Series) Retail Price Index, Six Capital Cities,
1914-1948.—The movement in the various groups of the index, and m
the index as o whole for each year for which it has been compiled is shown
in the following table for the six capital cities as a whole :—

Al Items (*“C* Series) Retail Price Index and its “ Group ** Indes-Numbers (a)
for the Six Capital Cities combined, 1914 to 1948.

{Base of Bach Group : Weighted Average of Six Capital Cities, 1923-27 = 1,000}

Focd
Groceries

Food Housing and Housing . tg::u

Perlod. and {sand s- | 43054 cioching. Miscell- | (¢~

Jdroceries. | roomed Houscs) y Horiea}

Housa_{b) B Index,

Series).
1914 '? .. .- 641 649 644 754 749 &8y
mie Lo M B B OB B OB
1916 {¢] . . I 2

131? o; e . 8%6 &85 782 99z .LE] 53;
1918 (¢} e .. 861 732 812 1,007 972 go%
1919 Ec) .. .. 1,026 768 934 1,238 1,036 1,023
1910 c} .e - 1,200 851 1,082 1,368 1,194 166
1971 Ec] .. .. gsg :;; 3:4 :,z;ﬁ 1,;;:: 1.0;3
19112 (¥, e . rl Les? g ors
1923 . . 1,009 950 9%3 1,045 999 1,003
B I B ) R R A I R -
1016 X . 1,073 1:036 ::ou 986 a o1l
1937 . . 1,000 1,030 1,011 o78 ool 1,003
1928 ‘e e -2 1,066 I,0L4 997 1,010 1,009

(@) See footnote {a) on page 10, {b) Ses lootnote () on page 10, {c) November.
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All tems (“ C* Series) Retail Price Index and its * Group ** Index-Numbers (2)
for the Sixz Capital Cities combined, 1914 to 1948—continued.

{Bast of Each Group : Weighted Average of Six Capital Citics, 1923-27 = 1,000.}

Foaod,
ke i
Housing (&0 JUging

Food . aod 5- . Tiems

Period. ang | (430ds | (GR00S ) oiopng, | Mioelh | i
Grooceries. | poicesiqp)| Houses) 8 Series)

b Prp g Index,

Berios).
1949 S . 5,044 1,073 Lol 996 1,007 1,088
1930 *e .. 4T 1,047 o7 947 999 g?!
1931 . .o 836 01 853 B33 973 7
s .e as 796 17 403 Boyq gs8 30
1933 . . 731 Bog 768 28y g% 8oy
Y4 ‘e ‘e 783 Bro 792 ¥yis 044 817y
934 .- .e fob 43¢ 12 83 946 8y
1936 e . Bz5 879 844 792 947 850
937 ‘e .s Bs1 911 872 f1r gbo &7y
1938 . . 885 043 906 B1g 961 8p7
1939 .. .. 927 963, 219 841 962 pro
1040 .. .. 939 973 950 256 998 237
b3 118 . .. 947 97 958 7,778 1,060 1,008
043 e N 1,831 976 1,007 1,308 LI13 1,001
1943 .e e 1,037 973 1,011 To44 1,164 1,191
044 . .. 1,026 976 1,004 1,435 1,168 1,126
1944 . . 1,094 975 1 009 1,425 Li61 1,136
1936 v +a 1,036 976 1,010 1,505 nL,167 1,743
1947 s .. [T ary 1,050 1.566 1,100 1,158
1948 .- B 1,256 a9rs I,145 L7244 1,257 1295
Quarter—
19y9—2arch . 933 939 942 832 960 o1
Juns .. 928 963 38 836 961 [ 154
feptember .. 920 967 936 836 13 (117
Deecsmuber .. 927 969 41 | 838 ghy 9aé
t944—March .. 1,020 476 L,000 | FET) 1,166 1,144
R Juna . 1,016 o6 1.004 1,429 1,16% 1.13%
Beptemher ., 1.036 78 1,070 T.433 L3164 1,119
Trecemuer . 1,022 975 1,002 1,442 1,163 1136
rp43=—March . 1,028 975 I,008 1,421 1,161 1,133
June va 1,037 ors 1,011 T,416 1,167 5.3
September .. 104G 975 1,013 L 41% 1,561 1,126
December .. 1,030 ors 1,007 | WP 1,161 1,139
1946~~March ‘. 1,036 926 1,010 1,436 1,164 1,1%4
June . .. 1,042 976 | X3 ¥ L4904 1,167 1,145
September .. 1,029 oy 1,000 1,531 1,167 1,146
Deocember s 1,03% 976 o1t 1,550 LI?G 1,156
194 7—March .. 1,671 a6 1,032 1,525 1181 1.16%
.!une . 1,088 976 1,042 1,% 1,184 1,174
September L. 5,504 a7 1,052 1,566 1,213 1,192
Lecember e 1,138 977 1,073 1,639 1,217 t,221
1g948—March .. N 1,790 073 1,705 1,661 1,331 1,248
June . - 1,229 979 TN 1,720 1,248 1,278
Haptemiber L, 1,274 a7e 1,158 1,778 1,271 r,311
Decalwr ‘. 1,330 gbo t, Lo 1,818 1,277 1.341
(a} See footnote (@) on page 1o, {4} Ses footnota (b) on page 10,

§ 5. Increases in Retail Prices since Qutbreak of War in 1939.

1. Australia.—The following statement shows for the six State capit:ls
and Canberru separately and for the six State capitals as a whole, the
percentage increases which have talken place in retail prices of items included
in the “C7 Reries Tndex from September Quarter, 1939, to December
Quarter, 1948, inclusive. The proportionate increase in the total index for
each capital city is shown in the line marked “ Total.” The column headed
“ 0" Series Index dissects the total percentage vise to show what part of
it was due to the rise in prices in cach of the four main groups of items.
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Thus, of the 45.7 per cent, increase for Sydney, 15.3 was dee to food and
groceries, 0.2 to house rent, 23.4 to clothing and 6.8 to miscellaneous items.
The column headed  Group Index *’ shows the percentage increase in prices
of items in each group considered as & group. Thus, for Sydney, prices in
the food and groceries group increased by 42.6 per cent., house rents by 0.8
per cent., prices of clothing by 117.7 per cent. and prices of miscellaneous
tems by 36.z per cent, These when weighted and combined in the
proportion of the * C” Series Index showed a rise of 45.7 per cent, For the
Six Capital Cities as a whole the increase over the period was 46.4 per cent.

All Eems (*0** Series) Retail Price Index.
Percentage Increases September Quarter, 1939, to December Quarier, 1948,

Sydney. Meltbhourne. Brisbane, Adelalde.
Gronp wg® a wgn o wge a wgn o
Serien | TP 1 Series | [TOMP | Series | FIOVE 1 gertes | pTOMP
Tndex, | Tndex. | poa . | Todex. | Toaey, | Todex. | oo | Index.

Por Per Per Per Per Per Per Por

cont. cent. cent. cend. cent. cent. cent, cent,
Food and Groceries | 15.3 ] 42.6 | 16.6 | 45.4 17.6 { 49.7 | 16.6 | 47.0
Howsing {4 and 5-

roomed Houses) 0.2 0.8 0.4 1.8 0.3 1.3 0.4 1.7
Clothing ) 23.4(1t7.7| 23.4 | T18.8 | 24.9 [ 117.9{ 23.2 | IIO.T
Miscellaneous . 6.8 | 36.2 6.1 | 30.7 6.31 30.8 6.8 | 32.4

Total . 45.7 | 45-7| 46-5| 46.5 ([ 49.T1{ 49.1{ 47.0{ 47.0
Six State
Perth ) Hobars, ' Capitals. i) Caaberrs.
GT{'\I]J " G " i 3 . vl o ¢ "
Group A Gronp y Group Grou)
Fl?él‘?. Index. I%f;g;? Index. me: Index. f’;;?xs Indc:lg

Per Per Per Per Ter Per Per Per
cent. eent cent, cent., cent. | cent, cent. | cent.
Yood and Groceries)| 15. 40.3 19.9 1 54.6 6.1 44.6 13.8 34.8
Housing (4 and s5-

L]

roomed Houses) 0.2 1.0 .3 1.2 0.3 i.3 0.2 0.6
Clothing 24.3 | 119.5 | 23.2 | 120 23.6 [ 117.5 24.0 | 122.2
Miscellnneons 5.0 | 30.3 5.1 26,7 G.4 | 32.9 6.6 | 3g.3

Total . 45.6 ] 45.6 ) 4B.5| a8.5| 46.4 | 45.4} 44.6| 44.6

{@) Weighted avernge Six Stote Capitals.

The foregoing compansons refer to two points of time (i.e., the montha
immediately preceding the war and the closing months of 1g48), at each
of which special temporary factors may have influenced relative price
levels. For instance, prices of certain foods (e.g., meat} fluctuate with
seasonal conditions. The percentage increases shown do not, therefore,
necessarily indicate the degree of increase due solely to causes peculiar to the
war and post-war period,

2. International Comparisons.—The following table shows the increase
durtng this period in Australia and certain other countries. The increases
dunbg the first world war hove alse been included.
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Retail Price Judex-Nambess.
{(Foop, Renr, CLorring, MisoeLLanEOUS HousgroLD EXPENDITURER.}

Unlow of United
United New
Dute. Australls. | 00 gdom. |- Canado. | geojazd. iﬂl’t&. i:(;?g
(d): 1914-1919.
(a) (]
tgi4 July .. .. 100 100 100 00 100{¢) 100
1915 Year .. . II4 125 o7 108 103 103
e, .. . 116 148 102 115 106 109
1) & I . 123 180 130 125 114 128
g, .. . 132 203 146 135 118 156
1919, .. .. 149 208 155 145 126 175
(8) November. {®) Food, Fael, Light snd Reat. (¢} Average LoT Yoar 1or4.
{B): 1039-1948.

939— (s)

Saptember Quartor 100 100 100 100 100 100
1940~ ~Y rar{c) . 105 119 105 104 104 100
gl ., {7l .. o 104 111 108 109 105
1942— ,, (0] . 1o 129 114 1i 118 116
1943— 4+ (0) . 124 128 117 1y 126 123

(b

944 — 5 (6] . 123 120 118 114 130 125
1945— 4 {6} . 123 13T 119 i ¥ 733 127
1946-=- . {¢} . 125 131 123 115 135 138
1947— 4, {6} . 130 . 134 18 11 1583
1948 — o, 141 108 T54 126 140 170
1948~ ()

March Quarter .. 136 105 149 125 T44 167

June " . 140 100 152 126 148 1069

September |, . 143 108 | 157 125 151 173

December |, . 146 109 158 120 " 152 I7T

(a) Food, teut and Miscellanocus Expenditure. (b) Old Index as varied by New War-time Index
(Bnse : Tecember Quarter, 1442 = 100) (¢) Guarterly Indexes appear In precediog lasues.  (d} New
Sories. Daga: 176l Jone, 1947-100 .

At various stages during the firat world war wost of these countries
introduced some measures of price control. But-in the second world wa
they ntroduced price controi measures at an early stage and these became
more stringent as the war progressed, eulmma,tmg in a poliey of price
stabilization.

Enmediately after the outhbreak of war in Septeniber, 1939, the Common-
woalth Government took stops to control prices, and, by proclamation issued
from day to day, pegged prices of various commeoditics at those ruling on 31st
August, 1939. The Nutional Seeurity (Prices) Regulations proclaimed on
28th September, 1939, under the authority of the National Security Act.
established the busic principles of war-time price control, provided for the
appeintment of 4 Commonwoealth Prices Cotmssioner and econferred upen
him extensive powers to control the price of goods declared for that purpose
by the Minister for Trade and Custons. A brief summary of the develop-
nent of this control 18 pnbhshed Oﬁfcml Year Book of the Commonwealth,
No. 37, pages 455-463.
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§ 6. Construction of All Items (“C” Series) Retail Price Index.

I. The Regimen.—The regimen from which the “C” Series Index is
compiled consists of a hst of commodities and services which commonly
enter into the consumption of the average household and in respect of which
comparative prices can be ascertained with due precision from time to time
and place to place. (See § 2 (3) and {4) hereof) The regimen is divided
into the following Groups and Sections :— :

arouyp. Section.
A.-—Groceries.
I. Food and Groceries .. < B.—Dairy Produce.
C.—Meat.
IL. Housing - .. I».—House Rent.
E.—Clothing—Man.
F.—Clothing—Woman.
ill. Clothing . .. < G.—Clothing—Boy (10} years)

H.—Clothing—Girl (7 years).
J.—Clothing-—Boy (3} yesral.
K.—Houaehold Drapery.
j L.—Housebold Ttensils.
"1 M.—Fuel and Light.
N.—Other Miscellaneous.

The " C** Series Index includes the whole of the foregoing Groups, but
for many purposes indexes are required for individual Groups or Sections.
Tor this reason the following indexes are regularty compiled at the intervala
shown, and published in this Report and other publications issued by the
Buresu :(—

IV. Miscellansous

“::;“” Contant. Frequency.
I Food and Groceries. . . . .. | Montbly
i1, llonsing (4 and s.rommed ']'I'.\I.I.‘-‘lts} by . .. | Quarterly
L. and I, Food, Groceriee and Housing (4 and 5-roomed
houses) {** B " Series) .. . +. | Quarterty
L Clothing .. . . - .. | Quarterly
IV, Miscetlaneous Household Requirementa .« | Quarterly
L AL LI and IV.| Food, Groceriea, Housing (4 and s5-roomed
houses), Clothing and Miscellaneous (' C "' Beries) | Quarterly

Por convenience of reference several of the indexes mentioned above
have been given the  series” designation shown against them. These
indexes are dealt with in turn in the following pages.

{s} ** Group ** or * Jectional ** jndex-gumbers tn the varioua tables throughous this Report cannoy
be compared with ench other in order to show the relative cost of Food wud droceries, Houwing, Clothing
or Miacellaneous requirements, stnce onch ** Group ™ of * Bection ™ (or combipation thereof) has ita own
Baze = 1,000, ¥viz., the weighled average coat for the 31x Capital Cities 82 3 whole during the fAive-yearly
Perlod ty23-27 for that *“Group' or * Hection ™, (4) Rept—~The rent Index-numbwers shown
n the tables lo thls Leport measure tae proportionate Mze and fall In the average weekly rentale paid
tor housea of four and fve rootna takimg corfesponding houses throughout. They are ** price * jundexes
in the strict sense, i.e., they nre designed to measure only the * price " el t iy rent fluctuations,
Simflarly, ¥ average ronts * where shown sre Indexes of ** price ' chapges lo rentaly expressed in tetme
of pence. They are bot the average of rents actually pald by all tensnte of 4 and s-roomed houses. It
woule L lnapproprlste to include ¢he average of tenta sckunlly pad 1 an iplex designed Lo measure
prlce hwnges ooly. The average of rents actually pald iz ascertained periodically by Census methods—
{tes also page 2 hereol)
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The articles and services included in the various regimens now used for
the purposes of the indexes referred to are shown in the following table :—

Retail Price Indexes—Regimen,
GROUP I.—FO0OD AND GROCERIES.

Coot of
Rgg::l:umu
“ Welght™ or
No. Item. ait. Mosa Unit e of
{per copita). Melbontne,
Dac. Quarter,
1948,
a)
SperioN A.—GROCERIES,
1 | Bread, white our (cash dehvorecl) z-th. loaf .. 100 3. 52 3
2 F]om‘, ordmary .. 2 b, .. 25 0,60
3 | Flour, seli-raising 2-lb, pkt... 1z 0.53
4 | Tea 1db. pkt... 5 1.30
5 | Sogsr, white granulated IA 1lb, 100 2.21
o - . ..
7 | Bago. aved ta.ploen 1 1b. .. I o o8
§ | Jam, plum 1§-Ib. tin. . 8 ©.63
9 Golden Syrnp 2-lb. tin .. 1 0.04
10 Oata, flaked, loose 11lb. .. B Q.19 »12.88
tx | Raising, seeded .. .. 1-1b, pkt... 5 0.40
Iz Currants, locse, z-Crown .. 1 lb, 2 [ 3% &<
13 Aprioots, dried, loose, 2-Crown 1 lb. 1 o. 12
14 FPeaches, canned .. .. { 30-0z, tin 3 o, 20
15 | Pears, canned .. . «s | 30-0z. tin I 0.0
0 .. i . . ..
17 | Potatoes, new and old 7lb, .. 18 1.5¢
13 | Oniona, brown .. 1 b, T4 G.15
19 | Soap . 1lb. ‘. 16 a.83
10 Karoseno. Ilghtmg. bulk | quart .. 4 0.13 ]
Srcrion B.—Damy ProDUCE,
21 | Buiter, factory “ choiceat ™ ee | 1 lb, . 30 3.70 |
22 | Cheess, orclinary, mild .. . f1lb, . 4 0.34
23 | Eggs, standard, new laid 1 dos. 6 o.00
24 | Bacon, rashers, best middle 1 lb. 12 1.98 +10.57
25 | Milk, condensed, sweetoned 1 tin 5 a.530
26 | Milk, fresh—in sealed bott]as or not
bottlcd . guart ., 72 3.35 ]
SEO‘I’ION C.—MEear,
Beef (fresh)—
a7 Sirloin (Roset} (bone in) 11b, e 18 T.417
28 Prime Rib (Roast) mcludmg bone | 1 1b. .. 22 1.45
29 Bteak—Rump o | Tlb. . 11 1.31
30 Steak—Chuck (utawmg) o | T1b, .. 20 I.10
3t Sausages - 1lb. 7 0.35
Beef (corned)—
32 Silverside . .. oo | TIb, . 14 X.03
33 Brisket, rolled 1 lb. . 15 .73
Mutton {fresh)—
4 Leg .. - .- oo | T B. . 20 £.26 »12.84
35 Forequarter .. .. .o | 1b. . 15 .53
36 Loin, without flap 1lb. . 4 ©.23
37 Chope—Loin .. - ol rlb, . 30 1.70
38 Chopa—leg .. . oo | i 10 0.66
Pork (fresh)—
50 Leg .. tib, 3 0.32
40 Loin, best end 1 lb. 3 0.33
41 Chops 1 1b. 3 0.34 ]
GROUPF II.—HOUBING.—Szcrion D.—RENT.
42 | Houss Acoommodstion(d) .. [ week .. |  sa0e) | 16.75
{a} Dalunce of " ¢ Seriea Index contloued on pages 135 and 16. {6} Four and fvec-roomed
bonans. {¢} Per household.
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: Retail Price Indexes—Regimen—rcontinued.
GROUP III.—-CLOTHING.

] PO
=y 7]
No. Item. 23 S50 No. Leom. @pE..
BSwn T o
FegE a4
[ 8 s 5o )
BEUTION E.—CLOTBIRGO—MiN,
9roTION G —CLOTHING—BOY (104 YRARA}—contd
v | Bult, ready.made, Worsted {Aus-
tralia n) a.67
1 | Trousefs, working. Woolien Twead 46 | Ovepcoat, ready-made, Tweed (Aus-
{Austraitan) .. 2.900 tralian) . 0.3y
y | Overcont, ready-tmade, Tweed (Aun- 47 | Cep, Skull, Clut.h . ‘e 1.3
tmllan) .33 (| 48 . . e “
4 | Hat, Fur Felt {Atlatrnl.lan) .. 1.00 || 49 | Bhirt, Sports .. .. 5.00
3 | 8hirt, Pashlon, wlth two collars .. .67 || 50 Blnglet, Wool {(ahort aleevu) o 1.00
] Bhtrt. Worklns, Dril .. ‘e 4-00 || 51 | Binglet, Cotton (athletlc) . L.0p
H ‘- e .. e i 52 | Diraces e 1.00
1 | Singlet, Wool {(short sleeves) .. 1.00 || 53 | Stocklng, Uolf All Wool 4.00
9 | Bluglet, Cotton {athletic) .. 1.00 || 54 | Pyjamaa, \aneyetbo ‘- <. 1.50
1o | Underpanta, Woaol {full Jength) .. 1.00 || 55 | TPullover, All Waol .. 0.5
r1 | Underpants, Cotton * 8horis"” 1.00 I 556 | Shota, DDox Yearllng .. a (3. 13) 1.90
13 | 8ox, All Wool .. a{4.69) t.00 || 57 ‘e . .
13 .- . .. . .
14 | Bracea .. e 1.33
145 Hmldhrchht Cotton .. . 6,00
16 {aman Wiucoyetta ‘e . 1,50
1y : ]:1 lover, .\hll Waol Box ol 1,00
oea ({01 best wear), Hox +u ©.50
:: Bcota.(ztoortlng, Bo:)ﬂlde e :,go BxeTion H.--CLOTRING—OIRL (¥ TRARS).
i
183 'runto. Wool .. i e 1,00
— 39 . e .-
BROTION F,—CLOTUING—WOMLN.() 50 | Dress, ‘Cotton .. . 3.00
61 | Top (aoat Tweed (Aust.rallan) . 0.3
61 ]Iat, Waool Felt (Australian) .. I.00
‘1o | Coatume, resdy-made, Tweed (hus- 63 | Hat, Straw .. . .. 1.08
trealian) o.530 [| 64 . . . ..
a1 | Sklrt, l'eld}'-mde, Twesd (All.l- 65 | Pottlcoat, Art BlIk . .. I.08
trallan) - 1.25 }| 66 | Blnglet, Bilk and Wool .. .. .30
” o e 67 | Hoglet, Art Al .- .50
13 | Hat, Far Felt (Auntmlan) ‘. o0.75 | 68 Blnomerl. Cotton, ﬂeeuy-llnad - 1.00
P l.‘{at Straw i . 1.50 )| 69 | Bloomers, Art S11k 1,08
15 Fro‘.k ready-made, Cotton o 1.5¢ || 70 | 8ox, Aunkle, Cotion and Art T 4.08
16 | Frock, ready-made, Art S0k .. .50 |b 71 | Pyjamas, Wincevette 0.5%
1% | Brasslere, Cotton Brocade . 4.30 |} 7z | Pyjamas, Art SIk . e 0.33
af | Undetvest, Wool and Art ane .. 1.50 || #3 | Pullover, All Woo .. .. o.50
19 | Underveast, Art Sllk . ‘e 5.5¢ || 74 | Bhoes (for beat wenr), Pwetent
30 . .- Leather .. ‘e .67
'Y l!loomero, Art Silk . . 4.50 || 73 | Shoes {schionl), Box Yearllng . 1.%0
33 | Princess 3iip, ATt 8k . 1.00
33 1 Stockings, Art SIk v 6. 00
354 .. aa v ..
34 | Btockings, Lisls e 1.00 .
35 g}o“" gahrlc .25
& oves, Napps . .- o.
:, K hm,m?i“ ailk ad2.49) 1_;3 BacTioN J -—CLOTHING—BOT (3 YRARS).
38 | Pyiamos, Winceyette .. e 1.%0
39 . . e . .-
40 | Apron, Cotton . .. .s &.00 6 | Shirt, Ronger o0
at | Cardigan, All Wool : o.50 || 2 et o B
42 | Shoes (ior beat wear), Jlace Kid | .50 || 77 P“&:”[m;?ﬂd) made, Twoed (Au. s.00
13 | Bhoes (for ordinary wear), Box Calt 1.50 [§ 28 | Overcont, ready-mnde. waed ‘ Aue- *
trailnn) . . a.3%
7o | Hat, Cloth “n . e r.33
5 g:ng{“' & o (athleticy o
_ _ 1 nglet, Cotton (athietic 1.90
8agTion .—CLOTHING—DOY (10} TuiRS), B2 | Sox, Ankle, Cotton and Art 81lk .. 4.00
83 | Pyjnmas, Winceyotte .. 1.00
84 | Pullover, ANl Wool o.50
a4 | Sult, ready.-msde, Tweed (Aus- 85 | Shoes  {for Dbest weﬂﬂ. Patent
trallnn) 1,00 Lesther .. 1.00
43 Pﬁﬂtﬂ, ready-made, Tweed (Au.l- 8& | Shoes (for ordinnry went). Tan
tralian} . 3.00 Yearling . .. i.00

{a) Mass unlt act.mlly applicable, and fncludes * weight  beanslerred froon similar naticle pow
doleted. ('b) he masy anibs were raised by so per cenb. throughout thiz Seetlon to restore ita due
proportionate ** weight ™ n the Clothing Group of the Index ns trom September Quartar, 1936.
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Botail Price Indexes—Regimen—confinwed.
GROUP IV.—MISCELLANEOUS,

L g5 5 8§
= = : [=3 3 =) z
Re. em. 35 &% || No. Item. Xy i.g
5573 5§78
% M 2
3x0T108 L.—HOUDABHOLD UTSHAILS —condinusd
Ancrion K. —HOUARAOLD DRAFPERT.
26 a{nlta, %‘nhle (stalnless) 0. 10
t | Dlanketa, D.B. (pale) .. 0.07 :g sggg:: 1::”‘"}‘ : :‘g
1 | Dinnkets, BB, (pair). . .. 0,14 25 | Fork, Table o 10
: Quilt, D.D. Maceella .. ©0.15 30 ?h“' ]Im“uw l-lsm (su-ll.llad] 2 06
3 | Shests, D.0. (pain) 0.5 3t | Iron. Etectrls {full slze) . o.10
4 | Bheets, 8.5, (pair) 1,00
y | Plhow silp, Cotton .. 5.00 SECTION M..~FUML AND Liany,
8 | Towel AN 3,00
9 | Table Cloth ©.20
310 | Tes Towel (yard) 4. 00 32 | Firewood (blacka) (cwt,) (8} .. 40
13 | Gas, cooking (vulta) (a) . 1,518
14 | Electric iightlng (unlte) e 130
15 | Electric power (unlis) () ‘e 130
srorion L.—HouUsaRoLD UTENSILS.
Amoent
Ne. Itam. “:p‘e“:“
11 | Cop snd Saucer (Stoos Chine). . 2.00 N ,
11 | Plate, Dinner (tone Chiva) 2.00 housenold}
” % ug, Qm};t {Earthen(wnrje) 1.00
L] ¢apot, Brownwars (2-pint} . 0.a3
13 | 13asin, Pudding (Enamel}, 64-1nch 1.00 BECTION N.—O'rARE MIACRLLAWEOOS,
133 Tumbler (8-02.) 1.00
¥y | Kettle, Enamel (4-pln1-)a (%. 3?) Q.20 d.
18 .. e 16 | Union Dues . e fe)
19 Saueepan. Tinamet ( -plnt]. o.40 37 | Lodgs Dues N . } a
30 1 Bucket, Galvanized ?1 1<inch) .. 0.20 38 | Medlcine e . +
t1 | Dipper, Galvanized (2-quart) . 0.30 39 | Newspapera . .. {t}
s2 | Broom, Milet o.50 42 | Hecreation .. . o 14
13 | Broom, Hair, oomplete(u Inch] 0.31 41 | 8moking .. .. .- (;}
14 | Drush, Smlhblng {to-lnch) 1,50 42 | Fares .. . e (e
3 | Mop, Polleking, complete 6,20 431 | 3¢hool requlsites .. .. 4t

wh (a) Mass unié actuaily appticable, and inclndes ™ welght ™ t ferred from aimllar article wow

[¢)] Standnrd tnase enlts.  In certain provinclal towns whers gos and/of electriclty are not used tha
ovass units differ from the etondard.

{¢)} A definite haalc amount per week is provided for each of thees itams, and vared In sccordanes
with Repolodion 2o of the Conferenes of Statlaticlens, 1935,

2. The Mass Units (or * Weights ) and Method of Tabulation.—
(i) The “mass unite” (or “ weights ) are multipliers representing the
approximate average annual consumption per head or per household under
pormal conditions. The index-numbers are computed on a “ total annual
aggregative expenditure ” hagis, i.e., the total sannual expenditure from time
to time by o standard population in respect of the selected regimen of com-
modities and services commonly entering into household consumption, and
of o constant stenderd quolity. As a first step, therefore, it is necessary to
multiply the price of each itemn by its ** weight ’ per head or per household
as the case may be. Thus, the ““ weight "’ of bread is oo 2-1b. loaves per
head ; of augar 100 lb. per kead ; of towels 3 per houschold ; and of housing
52 rent-wecks per household.  The result of this initial ealoulation is
designated the “ P.MU ” aggregate (i.e., Prices x Mass Unita).
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The sum of the ahove “ P.MU ” results for each Section or Group ie
then multiplied by its appropriate population or household * weighs
to produce the respective amnual aggregate expenditures. Thus, Bections
A to C (Food and Groceries) would be multiplied by the total population ;
Section D (Housing) by the total numhber of households; Sections E to J
(Clothing} by the proportion of the total population applicable to each;
and Sections K to N (Miscellancous) by the total number of households.

The combination of the aggregates from the last paragraph givea the
* total annual aggregate expenditure ” for the whole regimen, from which
the “C* Beries index-pumber is derived by applying to 1,000 the ratio
which the aggregate for any period bears to the aggregate for the base
period of the index. In the process of tabulation all prices are converted to
pence for these final aggregates.

For tabulating purposes some of these * mass units ™ are varied when
necessary to make up a deficiency or cancel out an excess in the aggregate
resulting from a change in the standard of any item upon which prices are
- collected, to ensure that such changes shalt not be wrongly recorded by the
index as variations in prices, The * mass units ” published above, however,
still continue to show the correct relative consumption ** weights * actually
applieable to the comnmodities and services in the regimen for the constant
standards used in the index. See also Sections 2 (3) and 6 (3) of this chapter.

(ii) The five sections into which the clothing grouwp is divided are some-
what arbitrary, but they follow those adopted by the Royal Commiasion on
the Basic Wage (see p. 9gg9). The sections for men and women are now
regarded as being applicable to persons aged seventeen years and upwarda.
The section for a boy aged ten and a half years is taken as representative
of both sexea from ten to sixteen years; the section for a girl aged seven as
representative of both sexes from five to nine years; and the section for the
boy aged three snd a half years is taken as representative of children aged
tour years and under.

(iii) In estimating the annual average consumption per head of food and
groceries for household purposes, small adjustments in the crude average
congumption were made in two ways. Consumption by factories, when the
product did not go mto household use in Australia, was deducted. On the
other hand, the weights given to some foods, such as dried apricota and
canned peaches, cover also the consumption of other similar foods. The
“weights 7 of individual food items were not adjusted to take account
of war-time scarcities and rationing. Foods which are unavailable tem-
potarily or intermittently are retained in the index at the latest recorded
price.

{(iv) Foods of some importance, such as fresh fish, and fresh fruit and
vegetables other than potatoes and onions, are not included in the regimen
because comparable prices for a standard grade cannot be obtained from
time to time or place to place and because of marked seasonal fluctuations
in supplies and consumption. The inclusion of such items, therefore, would
impair the accuracy of the index. In the original regimen certain omissions
were made partly on account of the difficulty of securing comparable prices.
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Some cuts of meat, for example, are excluded because they are not uniformly
standardized. Mutton is included and not lamb because the latter, in many
places, is available only seasonally. However, the appropriate total weight
for meat is distributed amongst the cuts incleded in the regimen. Pro-
prietary lines of breakfast foods are excluded because they are not universally
available,

{v) In the case of Food and Groceries (Group 1.} the * weights ” adopted
arte, approximately, the annual average consumption per head for household
purposes of the various articles during the years 1927 to 1929. The * weights >
allotted to items in Clothing {Group TIL) and 'Household Drapery (Section
K of Group TV.) are based largely on the rosults of the inquiries of the Roval
Commission on the Basic Wage, which teported tn 1920 and 1921, After
exhaustive inquirics the Commission published a * regimen ” for an average
working fanily of five persvus, and sot out the constituent items in its
“ Indicator List . This list, so far azit related to the articles in question, was
followed substantially in the original compilation of the “C” Series Index
and has been adjusted by subsequent investigations of the Bureau to accord
with changes in popular usage. The mass units used for fuel and light are
based, indirectly, on the findings of the Commission. Until the September
quarter of 1g36 fixed amounts were used for the miscellaneous items of
Section N, hut smee the dute mentioned, provision has been made to vary
certain of these mnounts perodieally, 1n aceordance with ascertnined changes.

(vi) The *“weights ' allotted to the Wems were not adjusted to take
account of war-tiine shortages or rationing, and the index therefore measured
wae-timie price changes in relation to a nermal (or pre-war) apportionment
of honsehold expemliture,  {See § 2 (5) and § 9 (2} hereof.)

3. Relative ** Aggregate Expenditure ** of Items and Groups.—In the
base poriod of the index (the vears 1923 to 1927} the relative importance
of cach of the four main groups, expressed as a pereentage of the weighted
average aggrepate expenditure ” in the Bix Capital Cities (frony which
all relative index-pumbers are derived) was—Food and groceries, 38.7
per cent.: house rent, 21 3 per cent.; clothing, 23.0 per cent.; and
miscellaneous, 17.0 per cent., as shown in the third column of the following
table. Although the “ weighta’ of each item in the regimen are kept
virbually constant, the relative “ aggregate expenditure ” of the various
items and gronps will, of course, vary from time to time as relative prices
change and, in addition, the distribution of relative expenditure as between
the groups and sections is varied from time to time for “ relative weighting "’
purposes on the basis of the changing relativities of population and house-
holds as dixclosed by sucecessive Censuses. This, Lhowever, does not affect
the level of the Index at the point of change, but alters the degree of variation
registered by the various groups or sections of the Index.

The percentage distribution for Melbourne in the basé period was practi-
cally identical with that of the Six Capital Cities as s whole, and has
continued to be representative of the relative movement of prices in the
capital cities up to the present time. For this and other reasons, therefore,
the percentage distribution of the Melbourne ** agpregate expenditures’
has been published in previous issues of this Report, and these figurea for
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December Quarter, 1948, are shown in the second column of the table for
compatison with those of the base perivd of 1923-27 :—

Percentage of Aggregate Expenditure.
Group Ssctlon 1923-27. (Base). Deo, Qtr., 1648. =
2ix Capltal Citles, Melbourne,
A Groceriog | 17.44 12.83
I. Food and Groceries |« B Dairy Produce .. | 10.28 »38.66 | 10.57 »36.20 wee
C Meat .. .| 10.04 12.84 )
I1. Houwsing .. .. | D House Rent—
{4 and s-roomed
houses) .. 21,20 21.20 | 16,75 16.75 we
Man .. . 8.69 10.64
F Woman .. .. 9.12 14.25
III. Clothing .. .. |4 @ Boy, 1o} years .. 2.89 »23.04 2.07 r20.43 s
H Girl, 7 years .. 1.36 1.67
J Boy, 31 yeara - ©.08 o. 80
K II{{ous;eh.old Drapery 1.09 © 1,97
IV. Miscellansoue . ﬁ ﬁgﬁiﬂdmgﬁ ns%lia :gg 17.04 jg; 17453 s
N Other Miscellaneous | r0.54 I0.32
100.00 100.00

It should be noted, however, that percentage price variations are
measgured from the “ agpregate expenditures ” of the base period of the
index, and the percentages shown in the foregoing table for the base period
192327, therefore, are the proportionate * weights ™ applicable to the
various groups and sections in measuring such variations in the index as
a whole caloulated to this base period, and not the percentage ‘‘ weights
of any other period, e.g., those shown for December Quarter, 1948—which
would only become of significance in the measurement of variations if the
latter quarter were adopted as a new base for the index,

4. Base Periods of the Iudezes.—The base period originally adopted
by the Bureau for ita retail price indexes waa the year 1911, When the
collection of the prices of clothing and miacellaneous iteme was undertaken
for the purposes of the ** " Series Index, the month of November, 1914,
was adopted as the hase period for this serics. The desirability of com-
puting retail price indexes to a post-war base was considered by a
Conference of Statisticians in 1g92g, and it was resolved that from 1st
January, 1930, the five years 192327 should be adopted as the bage period.
Commencing with Labour Report No. zI for 1930, therefore, the retail
price indexes have been published on this base. The aggregate to which
all index-numbers are related is the weighted aggregate coat of the regimen
in the six capital cities during the period taken as base expressed as an
index-number of 1,000 .

Indexes on the carlier bases raentioned will be found in previous 1ssues
of the Labour Report, as follows :—

(i} 1911 Base.—Food and grocerics; rent of all houses; and foed,
groceries and rent of all houses (* A ™ Series Index)—Labour Reports Nos.
I to 15% Food and groceries ; rent of 4 and 5-roomed houses; and food,
groceries and rent of 4 and 5-roomed houses (“ B 7 Series Index)—Enbonr
Reports Nos. 16 to 20.

(1) 1914 Base.—Food snd groceries; rent of all houses; clothing;
miscellaneous ; all items of household expenditure (subsequently
retrospectively revised to include rents of 4 and 5-roomed houses only}—

* These index-numbers appear in the Appendix to each Labour Report Nes 16 to 28 anl slso in
tive Quarterly Summary of Autiralyan Stabisict up to o 155, June, 1038
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Labour Reports Nos. 12 to 16, Food snd groceries ; rent of 4 and 5-roomed
houses; clothing; miscellaneova; all items of honsehold expenditure
{** C” Series Index)—Labour Reports Nos. 17 to 20.

The conversion of these indexes from one base to another may be
readily effected by multiplying the index-number to be converted by the
appropriate factor shown in the following table :— .

1911 to 1914 (@) 971 Lo Igzg-a-:r 1914 {a} 191%-3}

Group. 1914 {a). to I9TN. 193327, to rgtr. | to 1923-27.(t0 1914 (8}

Food and Groceries .. | 0.87230 | 1.14639 | 0.55029 | r.78800 | 0.64116 | 1,55070
Housing (4 nnd 5-roomed

houges) .. ©.04279 | 1.06068 | 0.61101 | 1.63500 | 0.64872 | I.54150

Food, Groceries and
Rent {“B"” Senes} o.89750 [ 1.11420 | 0.57785 | 1.73060 | 0.64384 | 1.55320

Clothing . et . .. ©.75412 | 1.32610
Migcellaneous - . . - o.74801 | 1.33530
All Ttems {(“C* Senes) - . . . 0.68715 | 1.45530

{a) November.

The results obtained by the method above will, of course, be only
approximote, but the error will not be greater thar one point in the unit
figure.

5. Relative Population Weights for Towns,—Weighted averages for any
cembination of towns or States may be caleculated approximately by
multiplying the index-numbers* of the towns or States to be included by
their population weights, and dividing the sum of the products by the sum
of the multipliers, The population weights used in the computations of
these weighted averages for 1934 and succeeding years are aa follows :—

Relative Population Weights Used for Different Towns.

ey Bauth Vistorls. Quesnsiand. [South Austratia) presiert | Tosmenta,
4t -t b - I -
Tewn. 2 Town. < Town, Sl Town. | &] Town. 2| Town. |3
k] K] k] K] K k]
E B B B B B
Sydney .. [12a5|Melbourne | 9o:|Brishane soc] Adelalde a1y|Perth 208|Hobart e
ewcantle 105)|Ballarat .. 33| T'woomba 26|Eadins,ete.| 11|Ealg” iie eto 17| Launceston]| 3y
Broken HIlt | 27|Bendigo .. ag|Rockham'n ap| Pt Pirie 12| Northam x|Burale .. 4
@oulburn 1sjleelong .. s9|tTownaville | 2¢|Mt. Gamb'rl,  s|Bunbury s|Devonport | 3
Bathort 10} W'nambool ¢ltBundaberg| 11|Petetbor'gh y|Geraldton s1Q o 4
Toial .. [tygz] Total .. |r1o?| 1Totei .. | 302] Total .. | 344] Total .. | 240] Total.. |10é
LY

+ Townsville and Bunds wers pubstituted for Chariers Towers (7) and Warwick (7) Ip the * Qv
towms ” tabulotion lo the March Quarter of 1937,

The weights used are based on the 1933 Census results, and represent
to the nesrest 1,000 the sctual population at that date,

The new weights given above produce results which differ only very
elightly from those obtained from the weights previously in use, The latter
were based upon the 1921 Census results, and were last published in Labour
Report, No. 23.

* The official Index-numhers are caleulated by opernting on the * sggregates * of the towns ronosrned,
s proosdurs which may prodoce slightly diferent resuita from the .bo e,




18 TABULABR STATEMENTS oOF RETAIL PriceE INDEx-NUMBERS,

§ 7. Tabular Statements of Retail Price Index-Numbers.

1. General.—The results of inquiries inte price movements are avail-
able in the following publications :—

(i) Monthly.—A mimeographed statement is published each month giving
index-numbers for Food and Groceries. The Monthly Review of Business
Statistics contains annual, quarterly and monthly index-numbers to the
latest available date.

(i) Quarterly—A mimcographed statement is issued about three
weeks after the end of each quarter giving the * C” Series index-numbers
for that quarter and immediately preceding quarters in respect of cach of
the 30 citics and towns originally adopted and for certain other towns,
e.g., Canberra, for which “C” Series index-nunbers are now compiled.
The Quarlerly Sumvnary of Australion Statistics contuins annual, quarterly
and mouthly index-nambers to the latest availuble date. This publication
also contains the average prices of the itemns comprising the Food and
Groceries regimen, for each month of the last available quarter, in the 30
towns covered by the investigation. Comparative average rents of 4 and
g-roomed houses in these towns are also shown therein,

(iii) Annual.—The Labour Report contains index-numbers over the past
five years, and the monthly and quarterly results for the last available year.
The average prices for the last year of the items of food and groceries, and
average house rents, are also published in this Report. The OQfficial Year
Book also contains information similar to, but in less detail than that published
herein.

2. All Items (* C* Series) Retail Price Index.—On pages 6—7 hereof is
published a table of weighted averages for the six capital cities combined,
of “C" Bertes index-nnmbers, together with index-numbers for the four
main groups of items in the “ C" Series Index for each year 1g14-1048.

In the pages-immediately following are published :—

(1) the *“ C*" Series index-number for the last quarter of cach of the years
1939 and 1943 to 1948 (puge 1g) and for the month of November
of each of the years 1914 to 1920 {page 20), for each capital city
and for the six capital cities combined, and showing also separate
indexes for each of the four groups of items ;

{it} the “ C " Beries index-numbers for November, 1914, 1621 ond 1922,
the years 1923 to 1948, the September Quarter, 1939, anid cach
quarter during the perviod Mareh Quarter, 1941, to December
Quarter, 1948, for each of the 30 towns, with the weighted averages
for each State, and 30 towns and the six capital cities {pages
21-23});

(i) the “C” Series index-numbers for the years 1937 to 1048 and
the twelve quarters anded 31st December, 1948, for four add:-
tional towns not included in the weighted averages in (i) above,
and showing also separate indexes for cach of the four groups
of items (page 24};

(v) “ Group ” index-numbers for each of the four groups of items in
the “C" Series Index for places mentioned in (ii) above for
November, 1914 and 1921, the ycars 1939 and Ig4I to 1948 and
the four quarters ended 31st December, 1948 {pages 25-27).
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All Ttems (“C ** Series) Retail Price Index-Numbers(e) : Capital Cities.
{Base of each Group: Weighted average of Six Capital Cities, 1923-27=1,000.)

. 8ix
Perled, Sydnoy, bolltier:;e, Erisbane, | Adelatde. |  Perth. Hohart. Ca[‘}lbiiala.
Grovp IL.—Foop AND GROCERIES.
Dec. Qtr, 1939 .. 940 a42 850 888 926 941 a7
w w1943 .. | LoI5 | 1,037 950 985 | 1045 | 058 { 1,015

w o 1044 .. | 1022 1,046 050 035 I,040 1,030 1,022
o s 1045 .. | Lo29 1,055 963 1,001 1,051 1,062 1,030
v ow 1040 .. 1,047 | 1,044 996 996 | 1,052 | 1,084 | r037
w w1947 .. | 1,138 1,160 1,002 1,112 1,132 1,180 1,138
W TOg8 L 1,326 1.355 1,280 1,305 1,324 1,416 1.330

Grour [l.--Houstea {4 aND 5-R00MED HoUSESLic)

Deo. Qtr. 1939 .. | 1,040 gbo 855 801 882 930 abg
w w1943 .. 1 1,042 974 362 803 883 931 975
w w1944 .. | 1,043 973 863 292 836 933 975
s ow VM5 .. | 1,043 973 863 892 386 934 975
w1046 .. | L,043 973 863 895 886 036 976
w w1947 .. | 1,045 974 864 899 887 036 977
s sy 1048 .. | 1,047 974 866 905 8go a38 980

Grovrs I. anp II.—Foop, Grocertes axn Hovsmiva (" B Sermes Ixpex).

Deo. Qtr. 1930 .. 977 947 855 887 907 035 941
w w» 1043 .. | L023 | 10I0 914 047 98¢ | 1,000 997

w o 1044 .. | 1,027 1,015 919 948 083 995 1,002
w1045 .. 71,032 Loz1 922 957 984 1,010 1,007
oo 1046 ., 1,043 1,014 042 955 985 1,024 1,011
»ow» EO47 .. | 1,009 1,084 1,001 1,026 1,034 1,082 1,073
. o 1q8 L 1.214 1,203 | 16 1.146 T.152 1.226 1,100

Grour 1IL.—CLOTHING.

Deo. Qtr. 10390 .. 854 862 865 869 840 867 858
nooe 1943 .. 149 1,435 1,433 1,422 1,395 1,430 1,436
nw w1944 .| T4l 1,464 1,430 1,416 I,412 L424 1,442
woow 1945 .. | 1,459 | 1,445 | 1,446 | 1,433 | I,423 | La47 | La48
w e 1046 .. 1,555 | 51,558 | 1,552 | 1,520 | Ls548 | 1,558 | 1,550
w1047 .. | 1,039 | 1649 | 1619 | 1,6x8 | 1,647 | 1,653 | 1,639
s o8 L] 1,831 1,801 1,817 1,809 1,335 T.807 1,513

Grouvp IV.—MISCELLANEGUS.

Dee. Qtr. 1930 .. 943 983 g6o | 1,027 957 945 967
o ow 1943 .. | 1,170 1,157 1,140 1,212 1,140 1,100 1,168
w w1044 .. | LIGQ 1,158 1,134 1,213 1,139 1,500 I,163
L L1 1945 L 1!163 13158 L,133 1,213 1’139 1,090 1)161
woow 1046 .. 1,175 1,105 1,141 1,222 1,147 1,110 I,I70
woow 1947 oo 1,245 1,201 1,157 1,266 1,160 1,140 1,217
e . 1048 L | 1,270 1,273 1,249 1,350 T.242 1.1971 1,277

Grovrs I 1o IV.—ALL ITems ( C7 Szmirs) TnpEX.

Deo. Qtr. 1030 .. 943 932 B4 9oh 899 919 926
w w1943 .. 1 L143 ] L128 | 1o68 | 1099 | 1,100 | LII7 | 1,123
w o 1944 .. 1,142 1,138 1,060 1,008 1,104 1,106 1,126

w o 1045 .. 1,147 1,137 L,074 1,106 1,107 1,120 T,129
" w o 1046 .. 1,177 1,157 1,110 1,128 1,136 1,15% 1,156
w oo lO47 .. | 1,242 1,227 1,163 |[. 1,108 1,180 1,216 1,221
w1948 .- | 1.359 345 | I.267 1,327 j 1316 | 3144 | 134

{a) Se footnote {a)} on page r0. (b) Welghted average, (¢} Sea footnote (&) on page 1o,
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All Items {**C ¥ Series} Retail Price Index-Numbers{a} : Capital Cities.
{Bass of each Group : Weighied average of Siz Capital Cilies, 1923-27 = 1,000.}

Perlod, Bydney. | Welboorne. | Brisbans. | Adelalde. Petth. | Hobart. Ctpgilh.
{
Grovr I.—Foob AND GROCERIES.

Nov. 1914 .. 638 616 614 683 746 687 641
. 1915 ., 844 835 860 858 819 858 B4z
e 1016 .. 833 70T 748 835 854 8o7 812
. ISI7 .. 877 798 825 8os 828 940 836
. I018 .. 377 843 882 862 816 918 861
» 1019 .. 1,073 975 1,060 1,012 987 1,041 1,026
» T020 .. 1,225 1,220 1,117 1,225 1,113 1,293 1,200

(Grote IT.—Houstxa {4 axn s.rooMmep Housrs).ic)

Nov. 1014 .. 758 Go8 463 611 586 525 649
» 1015 .. 780 611 472 574 581 571 659
w1016 .. 791 625 457 573 592 574 665
w1017 .. 797 G57 492 600 Go2 586 68s
w1018 .. B3z 6y 526 656 619 Gy 723
w1919 .. 866 744 fo4 707 650 746 768
w1930 .. gflo 8oy 634 783 718 904 851

Grouprs I. anp II.—Foop, GRooERrIES ARD Housive (* B Serigs INDEX).

Nov, 1914 .. 680 613 sho 658 689 630 644
w o 191§ .. 825 7506 722 758 734 756 777
»  I9I6 ., 818 73z 648 742 761 724 260
w  YOI7 .. 848 748 707 734 748 820 782
w 1018 .. 861 702 756 7 746 810 812
. 1019 .. 1,000 893 904 904 867 930 934
,» 1920 .. 1,138 1,074 945 1,068 973 1,155 1,082

Grovur 111.—CroTHING.

Nov, 1014 .. 755 780 657 756 698 825 754
wo 10I5 .. gos 797 oo 821 760 833 792
w1916 .. 903 870 779 919 B4o 940 881
U 1+ & S 1,000 976 Boy 1,049 o080 1,041 99t
S -1 - J 1,102 1,103 1,025 1,006 1,135 1,200 1,007
» 1019 .. 1237 1,253 1,192 1,303 1,277 1,344 1,238

s 1920 .. | 5323 1,422 1,274 L84 | 1,359 | 1,430 | 1,368
Grovup IV.-—MISCELLANEOUS. : :

Nov. 1014 .. 766 728 728 770 780 699 T49
» 1915 .. 798 770 756 8o3 B2z i 786
P -} I S, 808 B4 766 832 &6g 780 8oz
w1917 ., 889 879 836 883 926 B65 8§82
w1038 .. 988 950 931 988 1,035 945 972
n  IGI9 .. 1,059 1,016 968 1,035 1,120 1,006 1,036
w1020 .. 1,209 1,181 1,139 1,200 1,262 1,124 1,104

Grours I. 10 IV.—ALL ItEMS {* C> SeriEs) IsnEX.

Nov, 1014 .. 712 671 611 699 707 687 687
w  I9I5 .. 816 768 721 280 755 776 78z
» 1016 .. 836 773 698 798 goo 783 795
wo YOI7 .. 802 823 773 832 832 879 847
W  IDER . 938 So0 848 885 88s 923 905§
R -} 1 T 5,005 988 981 1,018 1,005 1,042 1,022
w  ID20 .. 1,193 1,172 .} 1,054 1,164 1,111 1,213 1,166
{0) Ses footnote {a) on page 10. (¥} Waighted average. Ses pngea 21=-23 for corresponding figures

for yoars 1921 to 1g48. (c} Ses footnote () oo page 1o
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All Ttemns {*C** Series) Retail Price Index-Numbers; Thirty Towns.
(Base: Weighled Average of Siz Capital Cities, 1923-27 = 1,000,)
NEW SOUTH WALES. VICTORIA.
= .

Paried K b= 5 o - . R s o .
s(3 (g | 5(Ei3sf5]d|s5|¢ E 3¢

-] o = - 2 . B0
Bl Bl B3| Z(Feels 2 8| 8|8 i5ee
sletald s3] 2| &1 &8 & (B8 [Een

Wov. 1914 {a} 712 .. . . . .- &1 o . . . .
P {173 B 1,046 | Logz 75 | 1,023 947 | 1,042 | 1,003 Gh2 | 1,002 [T,009 | 1,034 [I,003
w g2z .. |roar| 962 | 933 | o83l Bog [norr) 963 o036 | g3s| o8z | o14 | 9b0
Year 1523 .. | 1,023 992 953 | 1,024 gaq | 1,018 V1,004 T4 937 | 966 | os56 096
w1024 .. |T00z | 987 1 930 1030 | 917 | 997 | 976 96 | 901 033 oo 968
. ig2s L, | Lo16 686 ! g7z | 1,029 gas | 1,012 084 914 grg 50 | 942 97y
w tga6 .. 1033 [Loto | 988 lro50 | 978 [r030f 998 [ 93t ) 933 | oSa | 946 | 992
W 1927 .. |Lozg | L,0I5 | Looo | 1,002 452 | 1,027 a90 gzz 940 9835 245 obs
w 1628 L |tegz lnenal epy |noza | 964 5,038 ) ooz ) g20 | 938 ) ov3 | 941 ) o8y
w1020 .. |T,073 | 5,028 f 1,008 | 1,108 oro | 1,067 | 1,017 as7 gbg 980 obo [ 1,001
w1030 .. Jro26| oot | 73 [r03g] oso |02z | o056 gog | 936 | e1¥ | 939 | 951
o 1931 L. g2z 888 882 27 867 313 846 Bo8 833 822 86y Ba3
w  1g32 .. 867 840 834 oy 820 63 813 776 | BoB 704 838 8t
o T3 L. B3z 21y 8ol 843 Bo1 830 783 760 780 773 Biz 78y
o 034 .. Bgz B34 814 B52 Boy 81 Bor 753 8z FH2 Bz6 Bo1
o 1935 .- Bsz | 856 | &ig 860 | 814 852 | Bz4 | 803 820 | dz4 Bso | Bag
e T93h L. 866 853 848 864 812 86 By4 826 | B2 848 851 B3
w to37 .. | 889 | B4g | Bog | 86y i B4z | 886 ] BoB | Byg | Byo [ 855 | 856 | Bos
o 1838 .. g1 877 940 Boa 860 art Bt 850 854 884 Bg2 8g3
o 1339 .. @ 03 gor | 955 | o16 | 883 | o33 | oz4 | 874 | 875 | oar | 9if | g
w Iao .. 974 9as| oBr | gap | o3| gyz| ofa | 906 | oz0 | 041 | 954 | 96
w [941 . | 1,028 907 | 1,049 |I,00% 474 | 1,026 | 1,008 956 gliz 984 998 | 1,004
w1042 ., P107 |1,000 | 1,132 {1,087 L1050 | 1,204 | 1,00 |03y | 1,054 L1005 | 1078 | 1,095
o 1943 .. |LISE | LIog |rxpz |rees5 | 5,001 [ 1,147 [ 1,330 (1,085 (1006 [ 1010 izé | 6,135
o 1044 .. |I.144 | 1,004 | 2,070 |L,008 | LoB8 f 1140 {1,138 {1,083 {101 | 1012 fr,039 |LI31
o 3945 L. L1427 | L00 | 1y02 [rang | T091 | 1130 |ra3s5 [ 1,080 (1,000 | xaxg § L O30 |I,I3L
v 1046 .. ]T,165 | 1,119 | 1,216 | 1,134 | 1,116 | 1,162 | 1,149 | 1,004 |r,107 | 1,124 [ LIS §L,045
o Wo4y . ¥EBI2 1,067 | 1,357 JraFr b6 [azeB 5,388 ) s hagn prope (86 1 ad
o 1948 L. |18 | 1,270 | 1,376 | T,201 12,277 [ 1,215 | 1,204 | 1,243 | 1244 | 1,278 | 1,283 | 1290
1939 Sepé. Qtr.| 933 | Bo7 | o043 | ore | 88r | o3o | orB ) 873 | 868 | goo| 918 | 913
1941 Mor. Qtr. [ roz® | 986 1051 | g901 963 [r015 ] 900 1 936 | 940 | o74 } 08a | ag2
w June , Iroto | aotlroqs |1,001 o7l |r,017 | gpo | w40 | o052 | ora | ogo | ous
o Sepb. ,, JL027 906 | 1,045 | 1,005 973 | 1,02% | 1,009 952 966 986 J1.002 | 1,005
o Dec. | Fio4d | 1013 | 1obs |2,023 990 | 1,045 | 1,028 473 o85 | 1,002 JLo15 | L0249
1942 Mar, Qtr. [ 1,070 | 1,037 | 1,002 | 1,048 | 5,017 | 1,008 | 1,056 996 |r01? | 1,025 § 1,038 | 1,082
v dune , 1096 | 1060 {1,132 | 1,078 | 1,045 | 1,694 | 1,080 | 1,026 | 1,046 | 1,052 | 1,066 | 1,088
o Sept. ,, LIz | Loy {7,144 [I,303 | 1000 | 1,018 | 1,118 | 1,054 | 1,000 | 1,083 | 1,003 | 1,013
w Dee, |, Q7,138 | 1,008 | Lx5g | 1,018 | 1,080 | 1,135 | 1,136 | 2,070 | 082 | 1008 1076 | L1350
1943 Mar, Qbr | 1,141 | 1,001 | 1,148 | 1,116 [ 1,080 | 1,037 | 1,136 | 1,074 | 1,088 | 1,000 | 1220 |2,130
v dune 15,108 | £,126 | 1,285 | 1,r40 | 1,107 | 1,062 | 1,053 | 1,009 | 1,004 | 1,025 | 1,041 | 1,140
o SBept. ,, lnasa | ez {srg | ,126 1,006 | ost |osn |1 08 | ooy | a1 {Lae8 | 1,138
s Dec, 1,143 | 1,008 | 1,175 1,116 | 1,082 | 1,130 | 1,128 | 4,075 | 1,004 | 1,100 | I,015 |I,125
1944 Maur, Qr. | 1,043 | 1,007 | s | 1,118 (o085 | 1,130 | 1,020 [1,004 | 1,095 | 1,103 | LIXS 1,025
wo odune . 51,143 | 7,080 P 1374 | 1,000 | 1,086 | 5,050 | 1,253 | 3,082 | t007 |10z | 3,aee | 5020
w  Bepk. ,, Q1140 | neos |18 |17 1,000 | g2 | oeq0 | 1,087 | r0g | 1or8 |18 | E136
o Dee, | 15142 | 1065 | 1,184 | 1,116 | 1080 | 1,238 |ro3f | 1,087 | roz | ranb | 1,140 | 1234
194% Mar, Qtr | 1,138 | 1,003 | 1,184 | i, 010 | 3,086 | 1,135 | 1,132 | 1,086 | 1,000 | 1,774 [ 1,135 |1.220
o June L lra4t |re00 ) 1,203 |se51 (1,080 | 1,138 | 1,054 [1,0R6 | 1068 1,112 11,035 Jri3e
o Bept. ,, 1143 | 1,003 | 1,194 | 1,112 | 1,000 | 1,130 | 1,138 | 1,085 [ nepe | 5014 |LI30 (1132
R - BEvAl ey 3 e B Barell Bosoll S+l Rt cll ool Moeed Holl il HisR
1046 Mar. Qtr. | 1,151 | 1,108 | 1,203 | 1,123 [ 1,705 | 1,048 | 1,041 [ 1,080 |r, 101 [a,x17 f1,046 | 0037
" une o, lrg6s | ooy o208 [ress {1,016 | 161 1150 tno0g |0 {1,026 Lrase | 1,046
o Sept. ,, |ra6y | nrro | 2,218 | 1,134 | razo | a6 | ogo | el | 1007 | nasn jrasz | 1148
w Dee, |, J1,077 | 1,131 | L2235 | 1,748 [ I,122 | 1,174 g1,157 (1006 |I,1r4 | 1,037 {159 | 5,153
1047 Mar. Qlr. | 1,102 | 1,040 | 1,234 J1,055 { 5,737 [ 1,380 o050 | 1,004 |,008 | 1144 | nten | 1,156
wo June o, 15004 Jra50 | 237 [ La6o | g (290 (1,175 | 1,023 pras0 |1a6x |nLeps |11
o Sept. . lr218 | 1,60 | 1,258 11,083 [ 1160 | 121 |ra8e | 103z | 0130 [ nepe |1,095 | 2,188
v Dee, o, 24z | 2,000 | 208 | 2207 (1006 | 1220 r22¥ [Laye |1,077 {1203 | L2109 |L228
1948 Mur, Qte. | r,270 [ 1,223 | 1,224 | 1,243 | 10220 | 287 §1,240 | 1,090 206 | 1,233 |T240 I,aéﬁ
" une ,, |L3os {363 (1,364 |1,271 | 1,263 | 1,307 (1,272 |22 {1222 | 1,256 | 1,266 | 1,268
» o Beph. o | 1,337 | 1,290 | K300 (1,300 | 1,208 | 5,334 | 1,300 | 1,256 | 1,256 | 7,296 [ 1,297 {1,305
s D, 1.359 | 1,324 | T,479 1,347 | 1.308 [ 1,357 11,345 | 1,204 | 1,200 | 7,329 | 1,320 | 1,341

{a) For fndex-numbers for

Capiial Citiea, November, 1914 to

1910, M¢ page zo.
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Ali Ttemsg (* ¢ * Series) Retail Price Index-Numbers : Thirly Towns— continued.
{Bueac: Weighled Average of Six Capital Cilies, 192327 = 1,000.)

QUEENSLAND. SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
i -3
s o ) a .

: : = . . a . P . .
Parlod & B g g £ 2 éd) = JS = g & S
Z a2 (EEH 3 443 & 3|.% RE
sl glga] | 2|95 B (283l 5 | 48 35 [sse
a RN 3-3 8 [Faw] = |WMEF| & | 50 {83 [Fqw

Nov. 1514 {a) 611 .. . .. . .. 659 e .. .. .
.o 1931 .. 23 | 949§ 973 11,0258 go4el o4t | ole ] 998 |roz5izezn | 948 | og2
w1933 L 77 | Bat | 883 8658 Boxd Bys | gsal 903 | g2z | got ) 868 | 547
Yenr 1923 .. | 933 884 | o108 ogror| ez |roed | 953 | 93¢l 930 | 934 | 1001
wo 1924 .. | 9t5] Boo | 8z | goadl Bobet gop Jrets | 929 | 943 | 9la| 98y 1007
o 1025 L. 913 | ga | ooF gbdl go3e] 920 [T028 | 930 | gbg | 937 | 1,013 Lozl
wo 1926 | 980 | gas| 947 | 9330 os1e|l o40 Jrozé| 9351 88| 93611016 | 1020
wo 1027 .| 923 ) wora| 929 | 9I8M 946c) g2y f1eaB ) 9321 7o | 94511023 |1p1z
o198 L] etz g 903 | o388l grgci ors rozz | 937 oo | 948 |07 |re9
w 1929 L. | 923 | @6 04 gaob g3tel o2z |n,037 | 943 | oBo | 963 | 1043 | 1,030
s 1930 L. 850 883 2] &3b] SB3ze| 863 952 885 917 9IR -1 948
e 103T L. 7081 816 | 806 | 8zrb| Bisel Box 837 | Sor 834 831 884 836
ootgzz .o 76| 788 | 779y 9ad| re| 268 | Boz | Fr2y gor | 86| 848 | SBar
w1933 731 1 778 | 752 | w62y gsyer ps3| gB9 | 747 70z Boo| 83z | By
w 1933 .. f 02| 785 | 59| s9b] gb1el sea | Bob | 53| 778} Boo| B3z | Bog
w 1935 .. 0 780 | 7Es| 726% 23sb| s6ge| 8o | Bze| 283| 78y | Hoo| 833 ( &7
w1936 L. 8041 802 | Boz| Brobl gyoel Bay | Bag | 65| Br3z| B18 | B33 | 8ax
o 1037 ., 8ay 840 840 B33 S0y 840 830 769 844 8an 851 LYY
U T2 S 8552 | 843 | 853 | goz 831 854 | 883 786 1 8687 Bap | BOB | By
W I939 .. 50 858 867 q18 847 871 0ob 810 Bob 872 897 Hoz
w1940 gob | 8987 gos | g9se; By9f gop] 936 | 833 | gr9| Bos | 934 | our
wootgar . f 963 | 051 | 955 10,004 | 038 ) obe ) 083 | 882) or6 guG | o924 | 483
o 1942 L. | 5,033 | 1,033 | 1,032 | 1,073 | 1,015 | 1,035 [ 1,075 96z | 1,657 | 1,024 | 1,033 | t,069
W 913 .. 107z | 1080 | 1005 | 1,80y | 1087 [ 1025 T1,102 go8 | 1,087 { 1,061 | 1,087 | 2,007
e E344 .. JLo7Y 1085 Loy | LIIZ 11,087 | noys Jroo8 | 995 | 1,081 Ir064 | Le87 | 1,003
wo 1943 .. | 1,072 21,087 | 1,079 | 114 | 1054 (0,075 [ 1,002 | 999 | 085 | 1,070 | 1,u93 1048
o 1o46 | Fropd |07 | 1006 1,196 | 1,074 | ooy 1,020 | ez | 1,006 | 1,093 |08 | 1,116
o 104y .. (1,237 1,052 | 1,040 | 3,281 { rr18 | g0 {1,005 | rof7 [ 1,152 | 1,134 | 1,152 | 1,160
oo 1048 L | nzar 1,240 (1,241 | 5282 | 1.22r j1e44 |I277 | 5066 V1,260 1,235 | 1,253 {527z
1930 Sepl. Qir. | 866 B53 861 g12 Byz 867 | no3 EFE] 8oz B66 | Bg6 S99
1941 Mar. Qir, | oso | 037 | 9471 991 | p2r| 951 | eye; Béz i o053 | 928 | g54 | 965
o June 054 43| 933} 995 931 955 | 981 8722 | o21 Qa4 967 1 976
o Sept. g62 | 952 | obe|T,004 | 940 | o0s | goo | 885 ] gBo | oir | 975 1 o8
s Dee. ols gz 996 | 1,025 060 083 | 1,010 409 | 1,000 g6y | 1,000 | 1,006
1942 Mar, Qtr. | 1,011 | 1,008 | 1,017 | 1,050 401 | I,o13 | 1,034 g28 | 1,021 087 | 1,613 |i,0a0
o June ,, | r.02¢ | 1,026 | 1,023 | 1,060 1,007 | 1023 | et 956 j 1,080 | 1015 | 1,048 | 1,068
W Bept. ,, J1034 | 1,043 {1,035 | 1,081 | 1,021 | 1,043 | re08 1 077 | 1,073 | 1,034 | 0,067 11,087
s Do, | 1,058 | L,050 | 1052 | 1008 [ 1,038 [1,057 | 1,100 988 {1,086 j1,063 | 1,082 | t,005
19043 Mar, Qtr. [ 1,063 | 1,068 | 1,059 1,003 | 1,047 | Loté Jres3 | 983 | 1070 | o051 | ro72 | 1,088
o+ June 1,083 11089 | 1,086 | 1,124 | 1,068 [ 1,086 1,111 | o008 | 007 {1,000 | 1,007 | L5006
» Sept, ,, | 5074 | 1,078 | 1,074 | 1014 | 2,058 [ 1076 {1100 | 1,004 | 1,001 | 1,067 | L0090 | 1,200
oo Dee. ,, 1,068 | 1,083 | 075 11,013 [ 1,053 | 1,072 | o0 498 | 1,081 | 1,036 | 1,083 | 1094
1954 Mar, Qtr, | 1,072 1,087 | 1,075 | 1,116 | 1,086 | 1,075 | 1,008 o986 | 1,081 | 1057 | 1,683 | 1,003
.. June o7z | 1,088 | 1,076 | 1,114 | 1,060 | 1,070 | 006 gyt | 1,077 | 057 | 1,082 | 1,001
o Seph. o, |80t [ 1,08¢ | 107 | nizr fresr L rors |0z | L9935 [ 1,084 | 5,01 | 1G5 [ 7,006
o Dee. ,, o608 | 1,084 | no7r | 1S | 1,056 | 1,073 | 1008 ggb | 1,080 | 1070 | 1,08g | 1,003
1945 Mar. Qir. | 1,071 11,086 | 1,675 | 1,307 | 3,036 | 1,085 | 1,008 423 | 1,080 | 1,067 | 1,085 | 1,004
v Jupe oz | 1,088 | 1,085 | 015 | 1,053 | 1,076 | 1,700 a6t | 1,084 11,068 | 1,090 | 5,046
v Bept. ,, |r069 | 1,085 (1,077 | ti0g | 1,040 | Lo73 | 1,103 | 1,003 3,086 | 1073 | 1,066 | 1,000
w Deeo 1074 | 1088 | 1080 1,014 J 1,056 | 1007 |06 | 1,005 [ 1,000 [ 1,005 | 1,007 | 3,102
1946 Mar. Qer. | 1,081 [ 1,095 | 1,086 | 1,123 | 1,061 | 1,084 | 1,110 | 1,000 | 1,003 | 2,079 [ 1098 | 1,106
. June , lr1o000 |1101 | 1,002 | 1,729 | 1,070 | L0035 | 1,022 {1,017 J 1,110 | 1,005 | w309 | 1116
o Seph. ,, | ton2 | 1,106 | 1,003 | 1035 | Lora f 1008 |12z | nez3 | ni0r | L0058 | 1008 | L2ay
o bee, L lrTie fr72s |l | 1,156 | T,090 |rang | r228 | 031 115 j1,003 [ T,a0B | 1024
1947 Blar, Qbr. [ r,123 f1,030 | 1,126 |17z {1,707 [ 1,027 | 1,137 | 1,040 | 5,225 {1,003 | aze 0,193
oo June L rs25 | 1,041 | razg | 1169 | 1,108 | 1,129 | 1,184 | o6 | 1,042 | aax | 5,043 | 1050
o Sept. L, 1,026 | 1,053 | 1,142 | t282 | 111 | Taq0 | 1,169 (1072 | 1156 | 1,137 | 1,059 | 1,188
. e, |83 {5,175 (1,163 | n.zo1 [T,a32 {1,165 | 1,108 [ 1,008 [ 1,185 {1,163 | 1,18t 1,093
1948 Mar. Qtr. | 1,193 | 10099 | 1,101 (1,230 | 1,165 | 1,195 | 1,226 | 1,024 | 1,215 [ 1,097 | I,22 1,222
" J_ltlts s 1,327 [ r,232 | 1,225 [ 1,263 ( [.203 | 1,220 (1,202 | [,I50 (1,244 § 1,223 | I,23% 1,257
o Sepk, 1,250 {1,260 | 1,250 | 1,300 | 1,247 | 1,250 f1,203 | 1,281 !1,27% | 1.2%0 | 1,266 | 1,288
,,  Dee. ., 1,201 {1,292 | 1,2 1.335 | 1,276 | 1,294 f 1,327 | 1,202 11,308 {1,271 | 1,295 | 1,321
(a) For index-pombery for Capital Cities, November, 1914 L0 1920, #2& page 20, {d) Chartera

Towera.

{g) Warwick.



ALL ItEms (*C" Series) REran. Price INDEX. 23
Al Items (‘¢ Series) Retail Price Index-Numbers : Thirty Towns—continued.
{Base: Weighied Average of Siz Capital Cities, 1923-27 = 1,000.)
WESTERN AUSTRALIA. TASMANIA. o -
e - 2; o
= ‘ 5 s=[E
8 = ; ai% | 223
Periodl, 3 = B 2 s
: 95123 g1 wnld|za S B fl3s] 32| 3ee
eE | =5 = 2 |8 o $ i & 3] 25| 82
da| eq é ] - |E = & ) A iZE | Es | Sk
28lec| 2 | 118|881 5 2] 8222|802
- C] & =
ACHERERERR ERERE- R A B L T
Nov. torgfall 7o7| .. [ .. N . 687 .. .. - R N 687 .
w1931 | ool 1,048 Brosel 1,045) 1056] Lozl 10v0] 1,067] er003 dooa} rosx] esr] 1013 | 1008
w1922 931 94| 958 68| o970l o4r] ogr] 970l esin| drod| g4yl s¥s| 975 | 967
Year 1923 977 oot gbs| gb2|1016] oS roqz] oBs 71 958 g6Bf 1,015 1,003 | 096
w 1974 o52| r,000| 60| 83| a,012] 086 rost| 985 968 950|954 1,020 980
o 1525 994 1,009 1,008 983|r,027] 996] 1,028 ©68] os2l  -041| 978) ronz] 997 11
w 1926 992 r,o02|  g98| o7B|ronzl 994l re3s| 973] 957|948 gs6] 1oy 1,011 | 1,006
w1937 0B4| ‘gb4| B8} o063 toio] obs| 'goB| o5 azé| 93| 3zl ‘erz)i.082 | eor
w1028 T rote| gosl pec3) 963 ro2f 1000l o980 957| o gar| 9e9| 934 966f1.002 | 1,003
w1929 t,0z6) 1,032} rozz| 978 rost]| 1026] 1,000 967 66| 948 o7z| o86] 1,033 | 1,026
w1930 977 o86{  obo| aot|tozg] oro] o56] 040 p18; 920 g4g| osr] 975 971
W I43T 885l o37| 8ol Byl esa| Berd 835 86s|  Bay] 83t sse| sog] BTI] 870
w 1932 Byal giof  Badal B4z 04| 852 B844| 332 811 8oo) gys| &3B] 030 B29
w1933 Sv1f 93yf  Bra| B824] Bsu| B2s) 8o Buy| rrsp 773 867 gzof 604 | BD3
w1934 8301 g7s Bz5| 843| 866| Byx{ 837 828 780 787 876l 843 8IT 816
w1015 Bag| t,001 2oy BOs| 8BE[ BaR| Bia| Bas 77 Boi| &r3} 8a 32 831
w1936 8s6) 1,027  860| 88¢| ¢33 Bro] Ubo] Bsof Bz Bos| Bsal Bso| 850 848
w1937 8601 r,030]  290| 8Bgy| o70| BB4| B2s| 856{ 854 B33 85y 88s| BTR| a7t
v T93B 882] 1028 goo| ¢14! 957 dor| BB7| B2 Bas 848 875 &ro| 897 894
v 1939 gerf 1,066 grs| 36| 9b6s| o015] ooBf BBB 879 61| owa| BoB| 920 arr
- 1940 9320 1,099  o47 abz| oeoo| 48] oes| o26 917 Bob! o996 oas| 957 954
w394t 993| 1,3631 1,017| 1,018 1,085 1,008 1,001 974 97i] 951t o8| odp}1.008 | 1,006
w1942 | votT| 1175 1079 feds| 1114 1,070{ 1,078] 1,090] 1,015] 1.012| 7,045] 17,0607 1,091 | 1,087
w1943 LIog) 1,192 t,110) roz| 1,068| 00z 1,0rp| 0,078 1,088; TesE| rogé 1001 LIZL ] 1 12T
wo s [ oS regel 1rnal cate) nerd| ey 1081 1,067 1,065F Logo] 1roe] 1080 LI2E 1,122
w1945 | naor] zez| 1.nal Los| oere| e 1005 terz| 10030 1045 rrol fogz| LIZE | 1,123
W 0946 Jorazy| 1223l xo33f 0,036 1,187 L1ad] ,138] s,090] 1003 100l nagel 1oz 1145 | 1,042
o 1947 TG 1:265 t,:gx 1,173 1:22l 170 78 ::147 32| aar0)5avg| 6] LISR I:IGB
w1048 [ r.264) 1.368| 1272|1277 1,327] 0,273 1,202 1,288 1,232| %,220)1.280] 1,274 1,295 | 1,202
19%9‘:' - e | -
ept. Qtr.|  9o4| 1,060]  or0| o30] 066l 018] opos| #861 878 866l go2] @ps| 916 ] 914
94—
Bar. Qtr. | 905 1,148] o87| o9o7| 5,033 oB1] o082 o3| o056 935} g6 o7a| 995 {1 042
dune 993 1,170] 1,017l v017| 1,052] 1,008] o9o4| 9730 e7r| 933} ool oB5|1.000 | 99
8ept, ,, { roozl i6y| 1,025 1,025 1,061 1,016 1,003] 074 YL 950 9% ggof 1.009 1 1,006
- w_| 1ot2| 1zs| 1,037| ro3q|1075| 1o26] 1,023 _087| _ 9831 962 999l 1oy 1,029 | I
— - —_— || —_
Mar, Qtr, | 10217 1,167| 1,040} 1.041) 1,086 1,034] 1,042] 1,005 998 070 1,014] r.0xs] 1,053 | 1,050
June ,, { 1054] 1,174 1,004) 1,067 1,106] Lobg| £of8] 1001] o34 1.005] 1032 o5 LOBL FIL0
Bept. .. | 1,0v7) 1,078) 1,080]1,074] 1.126] 1,085) 1,089} 1,050] 1,048} 1,019] 1,057| t,071} 1,106 | 1,102
Dec. ., Lo90) 1,182 1,103} 1,088] 1,.138] rearfaarayrorz| 1,068 Lo44] 1,077 rogq] 1122 | LEIT
1943—
Mar, Qtr, | 1,002 1,178] 1,008] 1,001 1,138] 1,000] 1,108] 1,069 1,073 1,048 1,088] 1,001 ] 1,028 1,119
dune ,, | 1,115 r,202| 1,022) tatz| nerr 1,223) 0, 1008) 1,081 1003 1,06¢] 1,008] 1,103 1,043 | 1,140
Bept. |, nro] nrgy| 1,319 a0g) rre) v Bl 1,125 1,086 1o0a] 1069 ries 1,008] L1233 | 1L030
Ttee, ,, 00 1,08g) z,rev o0t nayig naeB) ey 1,006 1.088] ros6l roeB) rreof 123 | LI2D
94—
Mar. Qtr.{ 7,702] 193] 1,100| 1,104 1,174] 1.0710] 1,005] 1,062 1,076] 1,040 1,005] 1,080] 1,124 | 1,120
June ,, | 103 1,195 1,113} 1,000| 1,177] 1,012]) r100) 1,061 T086) ro3r]1,006] 1,083] 1025 | 1,124
Sepb. . | vare] nzog) el nE s nn8f o] rer2| 1068] reoas| Liref regy| 129 T 125
Dee, .. J nrodf 1,203] roa0f 1,000| 1,768) racz] rrof| 1 06| 1.050] 1.047| 1,108 1,08051.126 | 4,122
TQ45—
Mur, Qir. | rao04| agy| rrrx)aanyna6r| s 10010 1,064 053] 10037 1,104 1085 1123 ] LI20
June ,, 1108 r,204| 1,115| Lrcy|i,e7e| 1,127 1000 1062 1055 ro38) 1,700] 1,085) 1,125 | 1,122
Sept. |, | 1008 rzoq| rrd] na6) narz sk 007 Lors| 1,065 roas) oz nogz] 1,126 ] 0,023
Dee. . | vizor| 1,z02[ v.r1ef 1,735 1,168} 1,11s] 1,120( 1,085 ro080! resef 1,018l 1,108 1129 | 1,126
1946—
Mur. Qbtr. | 1,016 38| 21| az6| e o5 i20] 1,085 Tos8] 1063 naxe rzes] F134 | 1,44¢
June , 1z} r,z24| 1,735] 1,136) 1,189 1,135) 1,132 098] roor| ro7?| f.aag| o] 1,145 ] 1142
Bept. ,, | 1,028 2| rrz4] 7,037 BB ar] vy 2| re0B| ref6) nasy| nracfd,446 ] 0,142
Deg, ,, 1,058 1,231 x,x41| 1,145| 1,v05| 1,145] 1,185 r,x14]| 1,103| t,00t}a,as3] 1,737 1.156 | 1,189
1947
Mar. Qtr. | 1,126 1,230] 1,145| 1,040 Lot ] o,casf o523 ,a19| 1006) ooyl rasa|s,raz] 1,165 | 1,162
Jure 51| 1,254 t,16ef1,263] 1,209( ,160] 1,155| 1,r53| 1,77%5| 1,105 1,163 1147|0074 | L 0T0
Sept, ,, | 167 r,zr0| ey e8| 20| nars] 1,87 53| oA Loozo| U8R ez L0192 | 1,188
Dec. ., 11,189) 1,207 1,200 1,201| 1,251] 1,120f 1,216 1,183] 1,167| roa40| 1213 r20r] 0,220 | 1218
1948—
Mar, Qte, § r221] 1,331) 127,232 1,28 ] 230 200 208 188 1072|n,2a37] nezs] 1248] 1,245
June ,, 1,238 1,342 1.248| 1,249| 1,300 1,247 | 1.276] 1,241| 1.218| 1213|1267 1,260] 1.27B] 1275
Zept. ,, 1,282| 1,383| 1,289|1,268| 1,344 1,201 |1, 307|267 I,243{ 1,237|1.202{1,288] L.311]1,308
Dec. ,, ,516] 14150 1,322) 1.3270 1383 r.azst o344 1,301) T.270! 1259l 1,325 13240 10,3400 0.338
(a)} For index-mmmbers for Capital Citirs, November, 1914 to 1g20, see poge 20. (0) Midlana

Junetion.

{¢} Zeehan,

() Benconafield.



24 Aut, ItEwy (“C” Semixs) Reram Priog INprx.

Retail Price Index-Numbers : Group {a), ** B ** Series and All Items (** C ¥’ Series)
Additional Towns pot included in Weighted Average, Thirly Towns,

{Base of each ©* Group >, &e. : Weighled Average of Siz Capital Cilies, 1923-27 = 1,000.)
ANNUAL.

Town. | tgs}'.l rg3B.| 1939.' x94o,| I941. ng;:Al Ig;a.l 1944‘| 1945.] 1946.| 1047, | 1948,

GEoUP L—FO0D AND GROCERIER,
Warwlck, Qid. e 707 } 814 ) 866 | Brz goo | 958 | o066 | o84 | go1 Lo | L0901 |E,223
Port Augusta, 3.A... ger | 953 | w05 [retr | 1,033 | 1001 | 1,063 | 1054 | 1,063 {5,067 {1,130 (1,284
Whyalla, 3.4, .. N o .. . .. . ‘e N AN oo | 1,173 | 1,320
Oanberra, 40T, .. g47 | 1,010 t1057 Vr.ose | 1089 Vrogz | 1033 Va0 booog a,a1s | 5.068 L1524

(rour 11.—HOUSING (4 AND $-RODMED HOUSES) (b}
Warwlek, QId. .. | 571 | Gog | 667 6899 | 693 | 7oz | 730 | 737 | 740 v45 | 751 756
Fort Ausustn, J.A... g | 646 | 6851 67 633 Ggo | GBE| por | 715| n8 1 yaxl r2s
Whyalla, 5.4, N ie . ‘s .. ‘e . .. ‘e .. .. 77e 771
Canberra, A.CT. .. l1226 lrgor | o83 ) o851 oBa | ofs} oB6 b o861 o871 o881 oBE | ofg
GAnoves 1.-T1.—Foob, GrockRiks aND Hoosivg (" B ' SERIES INDRX).

Wearwick, Qid. .. | 707 | 73z | 783 | 799 | Bz | 836 | Byz ) 886 Bor | 905 | 030 [ 1,039
Port Augusta, 2.4, Brr | 831 | B64 | 87 Bob | o32f o14| o9re | ozs| o029 | o68 11,063
Wh alla, 8A, .. e ‘e . e . .. L. . . +. 013 | 1,303
rra, AQT, .. l1,053 lnogz L1096 Viez8 | 1,028 V1,098 | 1,675 | 2,058 | 1,050 | 1,062 11,006 11,191

GROUP IIT.—CLOTIIRG,

Warwlck, Qid. e 703 | 831} 834 | 028 |IIoF | 1,202 | 1,427 | L,417 | 1,419 | 4,484 41,561 11,732
Port.Aug'usta 8.4... Bz3 B51 851 |- 930 | 1,712 1:283 1:403 415 | 1,410 1:501 1,595 33

Whyalla, 8.4 . . e .. o .. . . . . vo |84 | 1,257
Conberra, A.GT. .. 828 { Byy | 852 oft L1150 11,534 11,508 | 1,485 15,468 V1,550 l5.607 11,620
GroUP 1V —MISOELLANEOUEB.

Warwick, Qld. . 999 | 998 |r,009 | 1,023 {1,072 | 1,159 |L,2LF | 1,215 [1,2t4 | E,218 |1,23% |1.287
Port Augusta. S.A... 989 1 992 | 903 | 1,023 | 1,099 [ 1,172 1,200 {1,210 | L2to | 1,212 | 1,256 | 1,318

{;ﬂe: 5.4, .- ‘s . .. .. ‘e - . .. .- v | 1,225 | 1,284
Canberra, A.CT, .. 879 §71 8§68 Qoo o67 | 1,016 1 1,082 | 1,078 | 1,007 | 1,080 | 1,123 | 1,192
Groupd [.~IV,—ALL ITEMS ("' C*' SERIES) INDEX.

Warwlck, Qid, Fio) 800 814 B6y 926 | Lo07 | 1,055 , 1,oGI | 1,064 | Loy [ 1,138 |L,234
Port ﬁllg?lsta, S.4... 855 { 863 | BBy | o1s ! o9fo |1082 {1,076 | 5,076 | 1,085 | 1,105 | 1,187 |2,267
Whyalla, §.A. .. .- .. e I o . . - oo | 5175 | L2797
Oanberra, ACT. ., 09 966 956 988 lr,oq0 13,121 V068 1,153 L r040 L Lyevo V1210 L1,337
QUARTERLY.
1946, 1947, 1948,
Town. Mar June l ::k-pt. | .Ucc Mar. | June | Sepe. | ]}ec. Mar, } June I _pt» Dee.
| Q'Lr. Q'te. | e, | @'tr. Qe Q. | Q'tr.
- GROUP I,-—FOOD AND (ROCERIRS,
Warwick, Qld. wv | L0062 | 1,003 [T,002 §1,031 1,080 | 1,077 | 1,088 § 1,117 { 1,168 | 1,199 11,236 | 1,200
Port Augustn, S.A.., |1,066 | 1,078 | 1,065 1,003 002 | o2 | o, 09 | 5,066 | 12101 | 1,257 | 1,305 | 1,363
Whyalls, 3.A. . .s - | tazo |raze |Tu36 | ave § L8 | 5,202 | 155 | Laob | 1,337 ] 1,392
Canberes, A,CT, .. lrzax rgre ryro Vrees Jrosa | res3 1,163 | 1,203 |l1,261 | 1,200 11,333 JI,410

roUP 1I.-—HOUEING {4 AND 5-ROOMED HOUSES).(H)

Warwick, Qi sv | P45 M5 45y 745 750 Y5 730 754 | 754 | 734 758, 758
Port Aususta, S.A... 1y i ¥ 719 | 730 yza 720 722 74 724 724 726 726

{ alla, 3, .. s . sool w0 | rpo| vrel zrol spo| gt | | 2| i
Canberra, A ¢T. .. o8 588 988 B8 988 988 o88 B8 98¢ ofig a8y a8y

Grours 1L-11.—F00D, GEGCBRIER AND HoUBING ("' 1" SBaIvs INDEX)

Warwlck, Q. 900 | goo | Sgo | 917 ) 0481 047 | 054 | 973 [L.00q |Lo23 |1,047 |T,080
Port Augustn, 8. A.‘ . 927 33 gz8 937 945 966 q7I 061 | 1,018 | 1,047 110?6 1,111
Whyalla, 8.4, .. i i 981 g1 990 | r,or4 j 1,08 1,031 | 1,003 | 1,088 | 5,113 | 1,147
Cnnlwrm. ACT. ., |1,060 {1,061 | 1,060 | 1,008 | 1,087 11,086 | 1,002 l1,017 I1,055 In,ar0 11,796 1,243

GRoUP IT1.—CLOTHING.

Warwick, QId, ve | Is443 | 1,484 | 1,480 | L3538 | 1,513 | 1,524 31,572 } 1,634 13,648 1,712 | L757 | 1,811
Porb Augusts, 8,A... | 1,447 {1,481 |L5cF 5,588 [ 1,542 [ 1,572 (1,587 [ 0,678 { 1,700 (770 | o826 | 1,845

Whyalla, 3.4, e .. oo | 1,525 | 1,553 | 1,547 | 1,557 {1.568 | 1,664 | 1,607 ,754 F i vad 1,739
Canberra, ACT. . 1,500 | 1,555 11,563 | 1,571 L1,500 11,559 [1,610 | 1,697 ' 1,745 1,816 | 1,862

. {rour IV, —MISCELLANEOUE.
Wmltk Qud, 7,316 1,218 {1,226 | 1,235 | 1,234 1,235 [ K235 (1,235 | T,a3% | 1,283 | 6,310 | L322
Port Augusta S.A.. . + | 209 | 1,208 |t,2r4 | 0,238 | 1224 Vx,a40 | 1280 | 1,277 (1,306 | 1,300 | 1,315 | 54543

Whyalla, 3,4, . .. s 1,166 | 1,177 1,133 1,218 | 1,246 | 1,246 | 1,281 | 1,279 | 1,384 | 1,290
Canberra, ACT. .. | 1080 11,080 |L,0r0 | 1,000 11,088 lreg0 ho,048 L1060 | a66 11,004 V1,209 V1,206

Groors I-TV,—ALL ITEMS (" (' 3ERIEE) INDEX.

Warwick, Qld., 1,075 | 1,080 j 1,085 | 1,108 1,123 | 1,125 | 1,130 | 3,164 1,285 | 1,220 1,249 1,282
Port Allsusta B.A... 1,090 | 1,102 1:[0}' 1,178 111:5 1::48 1,161 | 1,192 | 1,221 | 1,253 | 1,280 1:313
Whyalla, 5.4, e .. ve |3z e | Loa7 [ 1168 {narg | 1,207 | 1240 | 1267 | 1,288 | 1,313
Conberre, ACT, .. lzafe {rave lo,17: 11,098 V1,088 | 1,188 lr.213 | 1,340 Vo280 Vi,30 o540 Liaps

{a} Sea footnote {a} on page 10. {3} See tootnote (b) on page 10



Avr, Items < C" Spries Rerait Price INDEX. 25

Retail Price * Groop ** Index-Numbers(a): Thirly Towns.
{Base of each Group : Weighted Average of 8iz Capital Cities, 1023-27 = 1,000.)

NEW SOUTH WALES. VICTORIA.

Period. ¢ | 3 8 sl ] 8 , . S I
13 | e | E | E(ZgE 5 g 8|8 [Egs
£ 8| 5| & | E|B%El B | 5|25 |8, |22
T | B e ] s |sfa]l 3 | 2 g T | A% [5S&
Py = - o & |Exxe & 2 =3 o B§ ®an

—_ GEnoUP L—Foob ARD GLOCRRIES
Nov, 1914 (b} 638 .. .. ‘- . .. GLo .. . ‘e Ve e

y 1921 .. | gba | 977 )1 o7z | 950 | wo9as | o06a | 923 | eeB | o1n| gur | s48 | wzs
Year 1939 .. | 935 | 965 11,006 [ 931 | 940 ] 042 | 942 | 939 ) 030 | 946 | ass| 9z
W 104F .. ] 962 |rooo jra34 [Lote | 655 ) o690 | o043 | 930 054 | 028 | 94b | o4z

o 1942 .. [1,040 1&?3 La44 | 1,095 | 1,033 [ 1,047 | Fey2 | 1,017 {1,038 | 1,002 | 1,018 | 2,630
o 1043 .. [ 1043 | 3066 | 1,234 | 1,000 Y1027 [T,048 11,055 | Logo | 1,042 {7,013 [ 1,035 | 1,053
w1044 .. | 1025 1,045 | 2,252 (1079 1,024 | 4032 11,040 | T037 [ I042 | oot |Te37 | 1,047
w1948 .. | 1033 {5,048 | 1,278 | noy3 {1,036 |rear Fro57 | 1,045 | 1046 | 1008 | 1,000 | 1,055
n To46 .. |1,050 | o4y | 1,277 | 1,070 [ 1,048 | 1,044 [1,052 {10818 [ f050 [ 1,012 | 1,000 | 1,087

o W47 oo Inai0 |12y (1,337 | 126 J1,014 | 5006 | 7030 | 1,108 [ 1,000 | 1,095 [0,015 [1,109
o 1948 L. 1258 | Layr |Lao4 | 0,290 [r2rr |26y |z | 1,000 | 1248 1,268 [1267 a2

1948 M. Qtcf 1,102 | a0 fr427 | 5,225 | 1,207 {1,099 | 1206 | 1,203 {1,190 | 5,108 | 1,207 | 1.205

s Aumo 1238 | 1,286 F 60 | 1,260 | L2882 | 1240 r,zgg 1,215 | 1,234 [ L,230 | 1,230

b Sewnd, o, L27y | 1207 [510 | 1,308 (r.2gr | o288 23 L1z 1,202 | 1,287 | 1,284 | 1292

o Dee. . 11.326 11,396 12567 1,370 11331 | 1,332 11,355 [1.349 Degrg {2,342 11,336 [ 1,353
QROUP TL.—IL0DEING (4 AND 5-%00MED HovDars) {c)

Nov. 1914 (&) 258 .. N .. .. .- 608 N .. . ‘e

w1021 .. | no00 885 350 am 106 666 813 479 527 668 685 789

Year 1939 .. | 1,035 890 764 | 871 843 | 1,015 | 955 714 251t 870 | ga2r (| g3
w 104 .. |vesa | oo | 77 By | 845 |rwo2q | o975 | 706 | 738 | 892 | o030 336

o 1942 .. |1043 | soz | us 881 | Baq |r024 | 975 | 709 | 74z | Bgo | 037 | 956

w 1943 .. brooaz | ooz | 7550 88z 8Baglmnozz| gral oo | 74z | 83| o934l asb

w4 .. noas | oo | rs3 | 882 1 A3 fro23 ] orq | vrr 43| BBE| 934 ]| o358

w1048 .o Jnoa3 | 9oz | 7Go | B85 | Ba3z fro24 | uwra | rrodl 744 | 887 | o934 o33

o f1043 | oog | G2 | B86 ) 843 [no24 | gr3| i3] 743 | BB7 | 934 | 053
w1947 - |104a | oogf B3| 8Bz [ Bgqpre2s | ore | i3 | a3 | E8B| n3a| 956
wo |04y | 906 | 7G4 | HB3 | Ags [re2r | o4 | 7eo| a6 | B3| 934 | 036

1948 Mar Q] o046 qob 703 888 S45 | 1,027 974 719 740 828 934 g56
w Jme , 1,046 905 763 BaR 845 | 1,027 a7y 710 746 A83 9354 gah
wo Sept ., |oosz | o006 | 765 | 887 | Bas froer | o741 sao| 746 | 888 | 034 { o56

v T, lto4r ] nob | 768 1 5870 Sas t1ozB ) oral Fez ] w6 | BE5 |-g934 | o036
Grovp ITL—CLOTHING,

Nov. 1014 ()| 755 . .- N . 780 AP .. .. .
o 1928 .. 11,255 | 1,327 [ 126 | saze 1,261 | n2ba | 1,271 (1500 [ 1,570 | 1,463 | 1,602 |2,326

Year 1934 .. 843 | 833 | 8&so| 861 840 | Bg2 | 8a2 851 Bar 45 | 842 33
P 941 . 1,119 | I,I13 | T,025 [ I,144 | 5,137 | LJIID Q3,010 (L0142 | 009 | K222 [T,IX5 fL,I20
043 ., 31,303 | 1,293 | 1,28 1,320 | 3ol | 1,302 |r,332 | 1,336 | 5,337 502 (1320 D1,3ar
oo 1043 . [ 1450 | 0,446 | 1,438 ] L4863 [ 1,471 | 4,459 | 1,455 | 5473 | 1,460 (1,950 | 1482 | 1,456
o 1944 - | 1440 | La07 [ ra30 F1458 | 1450 | L33 | 2446 {1,470 | 1400 | 1,457 | 1,472 |50
o IG45 . J 7425 | 1,430 | 1,455 [ 1448 | 1,555 | La27 | 0432 | 1,470 | 1,478 | 180 t1,480 1,936

w 1946... [1,518 | isio [ 11548 [ 1,538 {1,545 | 1,517 | 150z [ 1,407 [ 11510 | eisee [a,515 [ 1s03
w1947 .. | t.573 | 1,573 | 1,588 | 1,607 § 1,610 | 1,574 | 1,363 | 1,566 [1,582 | 0,572 {1,588 11,564
w togd L. 766 forsR | opge | nBos | f22 | 0,768 Jryes Jnage |14z frgas 1738 |ares

1948 Mar. Qe f 1,675 | 1,606 [ 1,670 } 1,713 | 1,715 | 1,677 | 1650 (1,670 | 1,607 {1,650 | 1,656 {1,682
w Jane | nza® | nes® |0 g8 | L5 0589 | 750 | 600 | 1,718 | 1,705 | 702 | 1 7EE §1bgs
o Sepb. ,, | 181r | 1,Bog | 1,847 | 1,844 | 1,877 | 1,812 Y o,rsx | 1,767 | ny62 | Lo7e | 3,767 1053
5 Pec. o, B3t 11,845 11,862 11,856 | 1,905 11,834 13,801 11,821 11,825 ) 1,804 ) 1,800 113,803

GRoor TV, —AIB0ELLAREODS,

Nov. 1514 () 766 .. .. .. .e .. 728 . . e ox .
, 1021 .. | L00% 505 | 1,102 a5t g8 | 1,011 | 1,021 as6 [ 1,012 | 31,033 880 | 035
Year 1939 .. 40 901 | 1048 o3 £88 518 477 900 | 1,004 8o Q51 978

1,051 990 | 1,159 | 1,006 999 | 1,048 § 1,066 | 1,086 | 005 | 062 | 1,040 | 1067

[ L TY
- 1342 ve |ros 11,008 | 1,214 | 1,069 | rogo |yt Frit5 o6 | 1,054 [Eaaz | 1102 1,117
w togy .. | 5,268 1a0r2 frere | 1,002 | 100 | Lo60 [rass {1any | 5,206 | 88 | nase | 1,050
o 1044 .. §3,371 1079 | 1,287 1008 | 006 | 1,165 J1,i88 15,508 | ez (3,500 1,187 162
w1045 .. J7,203 | Lodo | 280 | Lio7 | sop8 | 1,058 Y1059 | nLreB | 217 pa,0g2 | 5165 | o6
w o todb . fra70 | 1,083 | 1,206 | 1a0r |10 | 5,065 J 164 | 1007 {t2r7 [ ra93 [1,164 | ra68
w o Iear oo frmib prres | nato | Les6 | g |ne2to |87 J 218 | L23e pr2ry | 5,185 | ogs
o 1948 1,268 [ 1,184 |1.445 | 1,204 | 1,208 | 1,264 |1,240 1,296 |f,905 |27z |T240 [Toeso

1948 Mar. Qtr.| 1,247 | raa6o | 143z 1193 | t2or fr,293 | a2y | 256 § 277 | naesy | n2id s
o Junt o, 5,267 | L1686 [ 1442 [ 1,199 | L203 {1,201 |1.236 | 260 | 1,287 8 nas7 |22 [1.eay
- Scpt.. o (1,270 | 1,202 | Lase | 1,233 [ 1235 | 1276 | 261 | 1,283 | 1,309 | 280 | 1,240 | 3,264

» Dee - 270 frozob | rasa 1r2sz {vaes Lreeh Wraegs Lroaas a7 11,200 frede [ 1,270
{a} Ses tootnote (a) on page yo. (&) Fer index-pnmbers for Capitsl Citles, November, 19074 to
910, dee page 20 (£} See fontnnte (b on page 1o

4480.—2



26 Arr Items (**C" Sgrigs) REraiL Priox InnEx.

Retail Price * Group >’ Index-Numbers (s) ;: Thirty Towns—continued.
{Base of each roup; Weighted Average of Six Capital Cities, 1923-27 = 1,000.)

QUEENSLAND, SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
d . N o

Teriod : g . & ® . Ssl s . i »

3 g 8§15 | & |2gg| £ (458 B 1 4(3s
20E 45| 2|2 |Bdg 3 554 % |.31sd |56

2 2 2 5 25| & |83l & | El=®
ELE{821e |2 |E55) 3 (485, 8 (48 |25 lgss

GROUP I.—-F0OD AND (IROORRIES.

Rov. 1554 (1) | 614 L. e . s .. 683 .. . .. .. o
W 1920 | o955 | Bes | oouo | oBret 0ald| o503 oqr | o5 | 988 923 907t 943
Year 1939 .. | 864 ] B2a | god | o9b1 | g1z | Brz § 8oz | 973 | 996 ¢37| 9BL | ogoa
o I94qr L. 411 Boz o431 -1 058 415 gos o6y | 5,008 912 077 012
o Io4z L. 97z 95L guz | 1,048 | 1,024 a79 | 1,002 | Loss | 1,004 988 | 1,056 | 1,016
w 1843 .. ] 9751 974 | 9us 13,041 | 1033 | 98z f1,003 | Logq [ Loy [ o84 | 1,039 | 1007
o TO44 .. 065 | ooy | 002 | 1,049 | 1,027 L r 993 | Le30 | o6 g9 | 1,033 997
PR I 7L 966 | 1,008 [ 1,016 {1,085 | f,025 8o fto0r | o34 |07 | 101g | 1,054 | 1,006
b 1040 L. 981 | 1,018 | 1,016 11,071 [ 2,030 093 § Loob | ILogw | 1,070 | o2y | 1,056 | 1010
o 1047 .. | 1085 | o9z | 1,007 [ 048 | nare | 2,008 $r067 | D003 | 041 Lo | Lagy | Lorx

v 1948 L, 1,208 |22l 1244 (1295 | 1255 | 1219 2o |nesd |14 (1220 | n26g |1,233

1948 Mar Qbr]ra55 1,177 [ 1,185 | 1,236 {1,104 | 1,365 | 1,055 {1,175 {v.220 | 5,185 (L2100 | L,a5)

1

o June ]85 | 1,207 | 1,221 j1.268 | 1224 | 1,006 | 1200 1 1,270 | 12067 | 1,204 | 1,245 | n200
o Sept ., |20z | taz3y | 1257 1,308 | 1270 razas | 252 | 1.252 | r,300 | 1240 | 1,287 | 1,254
s e lnato | roedg lrang | 1,367 133z rz00 2,305 (1,200 10366 | 1,281 | 335 | 1,307

Guoger II,—HOU8ING {4 AND 5-ROOMED HOUAER) ()
Noav. 1014 (b} ] 463 ‘e .. .. . . ‘. .. .
ozt L. | Gzg | sar | 470 | $:Bel s3sdl sea | Big | 566 | Go3 | 4p: ] 866 | 1

Yoor 1039 .. } 854 | 847 | 33| 860 ) B40 | Bao | 888 | 388 mio| 0361 #5353 | Bb2
o I0QL .. Bho 654 763 863 647 Ba6 | Ba3 385 7L4 i B 767 86y
. Taqz .. Bhz | 858 ) 266) B6s | 6sx | Bag | HBoa 18t ses | Fis 1l o¥ss | BGs
w 1943 .. | Bsef 859 | 268} 865 | 668 | Bso| mpal 83| 13| 5 r3s | 466
o I04a .. | 863 ) 850 | 767 KOs | 672 | Bso| Bo2 | aBs | sz | A5 | 75| 866
P £ YT GGy | 861 768 | 865 | 6rg-| Bst | Baz | 386 | rr3 | srs | sss | 866
o Iguf L. 863 86z | w73 | B85 | 681 851 Bg4 300 Lz 716 | 755 a6y
o IMT L Bhg | Bhy [ yBo | BoB | 6Bz | Bs3] Bor | 3981 7B ] 755 dpe
s 108 BoE | 74 785 866 685 855 903 402 Fio 718 757 876

1948 Mar. Qtr| 845 | &7z 781 866 | 632 854 | Boo | 400 | rro | 718 755 873
5 dune Bas Bz 281 A6 636 854 Qo2 400 710 718 755 8rs
o Beph. | BGG | 87z 789 | A6G | 6855 | Bsx 904 00 | 710 718 755 877
o Dee. il 866 | S| 7oo |l BG6 L 686 | Bsi ]l o003 § a0yl w10 | IR | 70z | 878

Geour IIT.—CLOTALNG.
Nov. 1014 (§) 655 .. .. .. .. . 256 .. .. .
1920 .. |r,0z5 {1,408 | 1,452 | 1,568 1,500 1,235 | 1,095 | 1.435 | 1,480 | 0,607 | 1,080 | 1,238
B63

3

Year 1930 .. Byo 838 856 #s55 8z2 843 B5a2 B4 Bs2 844 Boz
o togr o b1ma8 | azr frags | Logo (10206 frazs | Lige | Logo | Laos | LG | 1,107 | Ly
o odz o W L2B9 | 1,207 | 1,323 | tase 1,308 {1204 | 1200 | 0,297 | 0,273 | 1,286 | 1,258 | 1,288
oo vg4d oo Jr.g20 1,426 [ 145 | G460 (1,438 11,428 | Laop | 1,388 | 1,400 | fa2e 1,473 [ T,408
wo 1g4q . Jrgzz | 406 | nase | D85 11038 |30 | Gaos | 1305 [ nace | nazo | a4z0 P00
o 1043 oo | L4300 | 405 [ 1,454 | 1437 | G424 | 1,431 J 1413 | 405§ E,q10 L416 11419 | 1,013
w1946 1,503 | 1,478 | 1,519 [ 1,507 | 498 | 1,503 | 1,482 | 1,466 § 1,403 1,995 | 1,482 | 1482
w1047 . L1564 | 0,543 |1 568 | 1570 | 0,541 [ 1,563 | 1,584 | 5,557 §ravo | Lo | 960 | 1586 -
wo Togd .. 73t | 685 |n,ras 728 |,728 |70 |orzr | e Jarsp |1 rzg | o722 (1728

1348 Mar Qtr] 1654 | b0z | r6ss | noad | 1628 | 1,649 | t640 | 1645 [ 1674 | 16657 | 1,652 | 1,642
oo Jume ,, |73 | 1,665 | 1,600 | 7o | 1668 | 1707 | 1.708 | 1,706 | 1ra2 | 1,699 | 1706 {1700
v Sepb | n7ss | vree |75 | e8| v6g | 75z | nose | 0,758 | 0286 | 1,y55 | 740 |53

Dew 1817 764 L1704 1 1,Bo7 | 1.815 {1811 | eBo0 | 1773 | 1835 | 1776 | 1782 {1,808

Grove IV.—MISOBLLANEQUA,
Kor, g4 (B 728 ‘. .. .- .. .. 0 ve ‘e ‘e
o 921 ., 044 953 1,002 | 10000 oBBd| o058 | o33 ) o065 | 10605 Loz {1000 | 5036
Yoar 1939 .. 1 055 | of3 | oo 936 gyt | 96z |02z | 980 | 090 | 017 ¢ 994 | 1O
v A4 ., 1,028 | 1,080 | 1,057 | 1,085 | 1050 |03y | Ly (1,000 | 1100 | LiI8 fro8q |02l
o toat .. |no77 |18 |16 L naes |8 |1 og',r 1,084 [,188 |rays [ o,i85 La,064 | o084
ve I043 .. |nere V0167 | 063 [ 180 {89 | tuaB | nean | 1220 | 2oy | 2,229 | 5,224 | 1,200
w1944 .. L2337 jrabg | oyt [ 1,087 Jrabo | b | 1,213 | 1,235 | 207 | 1,232 | o227 | a1
s 1045 o 1,153 (1066 | tabe | 5,178 1,067 | 1,042 [1,203 | 1,237 | 200 | 1,233 [ 1,226 | 1,214
w1046 ., L1368 {1,307 | narz | 1,383 [ras568 | eqs | 1,219 | 1,247 | 206 | 1,230 | 1,233 | 1,230

o 197 .. |t,e54 | 1,288 | 288 [ 1,099 (1,a76 | T,065 [ 5,251 | 12727 | 1,242 | 1,267 | 1,245 | 3,252
v 1048 L. lr2rs |rast | nesy p1erg {n248 | rezs [1,327 |0 35T |30 [1.358 | |32

1948 Mar. Qbr 1,158 [ 1,207 | 1,186 [ 1,005 | 1,083 | 1,066 [r304 [ 1330 | nsor | 1,304 [ rz04 [1.306
oo dune ,, fr2ez | 1245 | 1,236 | 1,255 | Laags | nezo frsrs | 332 | o303 | 1,353 gy |36
o Sepb. o, |v.eso | r281 | 1,288 {302 1295 | 2sc | 1340 | 1,358 | 1,324 | n362 | 1,320 } 1,340
W Dees o Ntz 11282 | 1,298 (1323 o288 |1 281 brz50 11383 11,330 Dz lrgss fn3s1

{a) See footnote (a) on page ro, (6) Yor Index-numbers for Gapital Cibics, November, 1914 to
90, #2¢ page 30, (¢} Charters Towers, () Warwiek. (¢} See [othote (b) on page 1o/
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Retail Prico ** Group ** Index-Numbers{a) : Thirty Towns-—continued,
(Base of eack Croup : Weighted Average of Six Capital Cities, 102327 = 1,000.)

WESTERN AUSTRALIA TASMANIA. ““ m.
as
o o.m o .M ¥ n Mm m
. ER N . . L . =
N EH L IR IR R Tk 384
m m,B = |=2%5 H o a g |=255l ER |
FE09e 2 |2 1z |BBBI 5 | 5|8 | 2| 8 [5558 |58
AR 6 |p<af B 31 a & | & (g3 3 |$84

GRoUP 1.—Fo0D AND GROCERIES,
Wow, 1914 (B)| 746 | .. e e ' .. sz | .. .. .. .. . 641 .-
1921 .. | 1,005 | 120 | Lo54#| 1,099 F1038 | 3,023 [r.027 | 058 | r.xo8d| gnee| 1077 | 1,011 950 | 954
Yoar 1939 .. 938 | 1,092 §72 967 1 a37 o1 223 | pre] o4 933 | 1,08 | o258 827 1 9%
w 104 .. a1 1,153 [1.039 | 9eb | 1,000 a93 970 | 951t 909 o34 (1,037 | 968 917 | 851
o 12 L 11029 | 1376 | fopd | 1,034 [ 1,003 | Loyt | 1047 | 1,008 {1,058 1,034 | 1,079 | 1,035 [ 1,031 | 1,033
oo T043 .. | 1,050 | 1,179 | 5071 | 1,039 (1,080 | 1008 f1002 | 1037 | 1,000 | 5,057 [ 1,37 fros52 [4.037 | 1040
w1944 .. 11,056 | 1,180 | 1,066 11,030 (005 | 1,066 | o035 | 688 | 1,030 | r0z0 1,135 | 1,023 § 1,026 | 1,029
w o I943 .. | 1,060 | G191 | Lode 1,095 | 1,084 | 070 | 1043 | o099 | 1,024 | 1026 1,153 | 5,092 [1,034 | 1,087

w L1948 .. b1080 1,192 11,073 [ 1,057 1,084 |'1,070 Y1009 [1,018 | 1048 | Loz § 1,173 1,055 | 1,035 | 1,040
w 1947 .. 11104 11,239 [£,125 1,000 1,133 | 1,013 {5,092 | 1,002 1,008 | 102 [ 233 P1oeet | 1100 1,104
w1948 Lo dn2s1 1387 | 0,272 fresy | 1,270 262 | 13i6 |17 1,276 | 1,280 | 1,407 | 1,303 | 5,256 | 1,260
1948 Mar. Qtrf1,102 | 1,337 | 1,210 {1,107 | 1,219 {1,204 | 1,236 1,203 | 1,208 | 1,214 | 1,333 | 1,228 [ 0,090 | (,194
woJume  li2z2 1,360 11,243 [ 5,229 | 1,253 233 JLa7e (D240 | 1252 [ ,258 {377 [ =68 [1,229 [1,2%%
o Sepb. | 1,264 {7,401 1,280 | 1,273 1297 | 276 d g3y | 1,206 | 1206 |igoe | 1,331 {1,925 §1.274 | 1278
» Dec. ,, §1,324 11,450 10,345 13328 J1a98 Li3aa 10lia6 Jase | 3z [10348 | 10088 1,304 11,330 §1,334

GROUP IL—HOUSING {4 AND 5-ROOMED HoUSES).(S)
Rov, 1914 (b 586 e ‘s . e L .. 528 wa e .
w 1020 .. | sg | 5781 61be| G490 | 770 | son | Bro§ 636 | 294d] z50el 408 | 220 | 877 | 88s
Year 1039 .. | 881 (1,318} 886 | 1,005 [1,004 | ats | g25 851 | 836 76| Hod | HA7 | 065 ] 847
o 1940 .. 883 [1,308 | Bog | 100t | 1,068 | get 933 | Bse | 845 760 812 895 976 | 6958
w 1042 .. 882 |1,167 | 839 083 |62 | g10 933 | 860 | Bso s7o | Bob | 8os 976 | 957
wo 4943 .. ) 885 lrogb | 858 1 oo |1es8 | oz | 93¥ | Bsg| 850 | 7vo| sos | mex | 975 | 956
o 1944 .. 886 11,036 | Bog | 974 | 1050 | goz 932 861 850 770 | 804 ] 8os 976 | 958
1945 .. 886 | 1,037 | Bog | 75 | 1,061 0012 433 862 | 851 7o | Bog 3 Bub 975 | 958
1946 .. 886 | 1,055 goo glo | 1,064 904 916 G4 853 70 809 o8 876 957
1947 .o | 887 |r0Bo | goo | o081 |1,064 | goz | 036 | 866 | 853 | 2ve | Brg | Sap | 977 | 058
[P F-71. S 839 | 082 | otz 985 | 1,066 | g1o0 937 | 853 7ro | Bis y gor 979 | 960

1948 Mar. Qtr] 888 |1.080 | 10 ofit | 1,060 | goB 938 | 8Bro | 833 720 | 814 | goo 978 | 959
w  dune 889 | 1,080 G919 03r | 1,000 900 936 870 853 Eri) f1g 9ol 979 960
w  Bepb. ,, | B8 [1082 | gio | 638 |1,086 | gio 036 | B71 ) 8s3 770 | Brg | gor 9T | 960
» Dee Bgo | 1087 019 980 | 1.066 911 038 87 253 Fro #1y 9oz 980 961

- GRoUP II1.—CLOTHING.
Wov. wor4ib) ) 698 ] .. L. - = Bz3 | .. .. - - .
1921 ., 11,333 [ 0,376 | T,3820] 1,484 | 5,320 | neyy | 1,427 | 1670 |1,5254] 1,405¢] 1,904 | 1,519 1,246 || 1,290
Year193p . | 83z | Bss | "Byz | Bao | Bz | 834 | 856 | sz | hay | Bes| 'ass | ms | "att |56
» 1941 .. 11,008 | 1,233 [ 1,108 {1,108 | 1,007 | va0r |r,123 | 1020 1,103 LIty | tazo Jraze JOL008 | E0ER
w1043 .. F1.383 [ 1,269 | 1,269 | 1,247 | 1,260 [ 1,280 | 1,308 [1,284 1,271 | 1,285 | 1,290 | 1,358 | 4,308 | 1,307
w1043 .. | 5,396 11400 11,360 | 1,374 | 1396 11,396 | 5,327 11,404 [ 1,500 | 1,458 | 1,304 | 2ie38 | 1.240 | 1j240
wo 3044 L | 6408 11,420 (1,408 | 1,403 | 5,489 | Laod | 1,428 | 1,406 | 1,423 | 1,907 | 1,325 [ 5,420 1,485 | 1,495
o 1943 L. I 10 | 1436 | Lgo7 | 1413 | 2,432 | 1,012 | 420 | 1,414 [1,426 | 1,428 L43o 11,419 {1,425 | 1427
wo T046 L. 104097 11,5106 [1,478 | 1,482 | 1,480 | 1497 | 1510 | 1,407 1,513 1,598 | r,521 | 1,508 | 1,505 | 1,508
o 1947 .. 3,303 11,504 [1,582 [ 1855 | 5,553 1,507 fr572 (1,570 1,570 [1,500 | 1,570 [ 1,373 [ 0)566 [ 4,567
w1943 .. A0786 | b [1.706 |1,733 | 0745 | 1755 fr7as f1rt0 [ri7ze [1i7ss 1752 [ 738 |1i744 | 10745

1948 Mar. QbrJ 1,683 | 1,714 [1,648 11,650 | 1,693 | 1,684 Y1661 1,638 11,644 | 1,657 | 1,666 {1,654 J1.661 §1.662
wo e L buzig |nrzg 1670 | 1,086 [ 1600 1,713 |74 1,717 Y702 | 0,756 | 1,727 | 1,737 | 1,720 § 0,721
wo Sepb ., lir9o (r703 | 1,728 (6,778 {1,773 | 078 0,774 15,735 | L7z | Loz | 1745 | 1960 | 1778 1,778
w_ Dec. . 11,838 11,848 | 1,598 | 1,807 | 1,836 LR34 V1807 |2,786 | .80z boBos | 1,790 11800 | 1,018 L1818

GROUP IV -~ MISOELLANEOUS.
Nov. 1914 (3) 780 e e .. .. [ va .. .. .. .
e T0IL .. J1020 1030 ¢ torbel 977 (5,007 (5020 1 032 | 85| ourd] oboe oso | gs2
Yoar 1039 .. | ‘954 | o074 | 0481 013 1034 ] ‘os6 | 038 | o047 | 874 | 88z | BAr1 a3y
w 1941 .. | L043 | 1,008 | 1,094 992 | L,1LL [ 1,044 |1.015 §1,008 938 936 | 067 ! 1,008
w1043 L, JLO93 | TE22 ) Logh | o3z | b | 1005 | Lobs | 1050 200 963 999 | 1,049
w1943 . [1,136 | L1yg [ 40 | 1084 | 1205 |10 |1,105 {1,100 | 008 | 01k | rogs | 1003
wo 1044 L. Jnngb T L23G 104 | aes {nerh | gy oo | 1,007 297 | o0z §3,052 | 1,080
wo 1a4s oo 1138 | s boagé | ro0q [ foe8 (104 {10100 1,096 97 906 | 1,053 { 1,080
wo dgab L Irag3 lerzs Y raga | neo8 1,212 | 146 | 1,004 | 1,009 1,004 909 [ 1,09 1,004

11z

.

&

£323835%

w1947 . I 5,158 bt | nuyo | 1nang (220 | ru60 | 130 | 1026 | 1020 [ 1,022 | 1.0Bo | 118 a7

w1038 ., |r202 | 1,230 |1.224 | 1,066 ) 1,074 | 1206 0,175 | 1,171 | 1,067 | 060 | 1005 | 1,163 256

1948 Mar. Qbr[ 1,160 [ t,207 {1,185 | 1,033 {1,226 | 1,72 1,154 | 1,153 | 1,048 | 1,041 | T.007 _wa [,229

w Tune | 1,168 [1,205 [r,re3 | 1032 {1,235 | 1,070 1,174 | 1,070 o063 | 1,058 | 1,097 | 1,101 1,246

o Sept . Froao | 1,268 (1,255 | 0,003 | 0z00 [ 1,294 |1 182 1,17% | Loze | 1,068 | 108 | 1,168 1,270

o Des. o, W1292 T1.276 11,268 | zes (1,337 11,206 Lior L ogiB6 | 1,086 | 1o75 |1y | ras8 1,217
ta) Ses fontonts {o} on poge 10, {5) For index-nembers for Capmal Citiss, Novembor, 1014 to 1020, Jee

page 20, {r) Midiand Justion. (d) Zechan (#] Beaconabeld (f) See footuote {B) on page 3o,
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3. *B" Series Retail Price Index: Food, Groceries and
Rent.—This index measures the prices of food and groceries and the
rent of 4 and 5-roomed houses. It was first compiled for the year 1925,
and retrospectively for several earlier years. It was designed to replace
the *“ A ” Series Index (food, groceries and rent of all houses), which was
the original index cempiled in xgrz. The first of the following tables
covers only the six capital cities and gives index-numbers for the two
Groups of the regiten tmvolved split up into their various Sections, while
the second table gives the “ B " Beries Index dissected into its two Groups
for each of the 30 towns, the weighted averages of the 5 towns in each
State, the six capital cities and the 30 towns. The “ B Series Index
(aplit up into its two Groups) for four additional towns not included in
the weighted averages appears on page 24.

Retail Price Index-Numbers(a} ; Capital Cities—** B »* Series.
{Base of each Section: Weighted dverage of Six Capital Cilies, 1923-27 = 1,000))

TOWN, 1907. | 1pil. ) 1gi4. | ¥9ZL | 1939, | 1944. | 1943. | 1946 1947.‘1943‘

HECTION A.—(ROORRIES,

Sydasy . 510 74 G2y | 1,115 994 963 9hs g6g | 1,026 | 1,167
Melbourne ' 461 531 a6z | 1,070 957 914 920 g 99 1:153
Brishane .. 547 614 607 | 1,004 Q44 034 933 938 994 | 1,165
Adelslde .- 310 543 308 | ros6 939 939 941 o4 995 | Il44
Perth . . 572 g20 628 | I,i03 966 963 964 966 | 1,032 | 1,83
Hobart . 501 566 6o4 | 1,087 047 923 910 034 g9L | T,143
3x CAPITALE (B) 459 564 sg0 | 1001 [ 046 G946 pso | 1008 1 pa61
BECTION B.—DaIRY FRODUCE,
Bydney .- 53 574 636 | 1,080 Es1 gba 388 956 97y | 1,165
Hslbonrns . 571 [154 [ g 3 | 1,087 885 oya 966 063 Gol I 18g
Drisbans . 495 381 388 283 793 011 932 430 953 | 1,175
Adelaide . 548 631 705 | 1018 oo 8o5 895 893 g2b | 1,136
Perth ‘e oo 33 73% | 1,152 3.0 PLE B3 g8r | w000 | 1,166
Hobart .. 3164 - 6% | 1,091 844 968 L 963 o8y | 1,181
x CaPrtars {d) ELE] 19t 654 | Lorz 833 p5h 984 it 978 | 1,165
BreTion O —MBaT,
8ydney . stg jo1 668 960 035 | rass | reg0 | 1202 | L343 | 1436
Melbcurne - $57 485 663 | 1,030 928 1,279 { 1,307 { 1,288 1:365 1:50‘2
Brisbane ‘. 534 448 f30 goy B2z | 3,026 ] L0321 Lu7p | E,22) | 1,343
-Adelatde o 153 541 284 | I00% 029 | s,081 ] 178 | 1,188 | 5,288 { 1,423
Parth i 78q fay Bbr ¢ 1,103 038 | 230 | roesr| 1,248 | 100 | 1411
Hobart . 668 638 780 | 1,244 o6 | t,233 | 257 1,338 | Toa4d | 166z
BIX CARITALS (&) 558 522 691 | 1,010 936 ] t,xg0 | 1,21y | rizas | rasr | 1,458
AECTIONS A, B aNp QO CoMpIFmD.—FOOD aND G RA.
Bydney . 333 558 646 | 1,062 936 | 1,025 | o35 1000 | nare [ 1258
Melbourne . ity 533 610 | 1,003 943 | 1,04% | T057 | Te%2 | L1100 | 1,274
Brisbage e 530 869 603 | 1,014 Bay 965 966 o981 ] 1088 | 1,208
Adelalda . 132 i¥o 6y | 1,060 gy 993 | noez | to06 | Lo6F | 1,230
Parth .. 670 753 28 { 1,166 038 | 1,056 | 1060 | ro%59 | 1004 | 1,251
Holart .. 565 502 §y8 | 1,133 923 | 1,035 | 1,049 | 1,060 | rasr | 1,316
X CarrTaLs (&) 533 550 640 | 1,064 d22 | 1,026 | 1,039 1 1,036 | 1,100 ¢ 1,256
BECTION D..—HODSING {4 AND 3-R0OMED HoUSES) {¢)
Aydpey va 53 fa1 y60 9By | 1,035 | roay | o4z | L0043 ) 1,044 | 1047
Mslbourne . 435 569 618 820 ass a7 973 973 9T 074
Brishapa .a 183 FYE] 466 639 814 1.3 863 863 864 866
Adelside . 510 yob 655 Zoy SH8 Bg2 892 Bog Bg7 003
Perth o 458 LT 589 736 881 886 886 B36 g8z 889
Hobart o 405 452 518 881 925 932 933 938 336 937
x CamTaLy (b) 497 613 661 862 003 . 976 975 976 977 97%
ALL 3507088 COMBINAD ~Fo0D, 1E#, awn HoweING.

8ydpey .. 48 .13 687 | 1,016 a7z | roae | 1036 | 1038 | 108z | LI73
elbourne . 495 339 616 077 943 | 1,017 | 1,022 ] notg | LoOS4 | I,I534
Btlsbane . 443 100 154 8y 853 923 024 032 978 | 1,072
Adalalde . 514 516 571 975 fo1 95t 957 o0 99l | 1,100
Porth . 394 672 &7a 98z L4 987 990 p%p | LO1y | 1,107
Hobart aa 308 s42 6ax | 1,044 922 992 998 | 1,014 | 1,033 | IIGS
BIX CAPITALS (D) $a0 348 648 991 9350 | to04 ) 009 ] Tom0l f050 | 1,145

(#} o0 tooinots (o) on page 10, (D) Welghted sversge.  (c) See footnote (b} on page 1o
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‘B Series Retail Price Index-Numbers : Thirty Towns
(Base of cach Group (a) : Weighted Average of Six Capital Cities, 1923-27 = 1,000.} -

19

NEW SOUTH WALES, YICTORIA.
Paviod o = N @ .

. = = 5 < [Fus| E " o 8 1%¢ém

o o
sl 3 g 2|5 |sEEl 2 2 ) %) 5|, |58
T8 2B F |l 5 3| B F| g3 Ee
@ = & L] o |Bxw = ] =] o |BEE |BEan

Grour L—TFo0D ARD GROCELIES,

Nov. 1914 .. 638 e N .. .. .. 616 .. .. . . ..
7 130 .. | 9bs [ 9rr | erz | 930§ 935 | 964 ] 923 928t o109 | 94t | 9487 o1y
ear 1039 .. | 035 | 985 | 106 | oot | o400 | o942 | o4z o035 | 030 | 946 [ 955 042
w I940 .. | 952 | 985 |106p |Loo3 | G5T | 0SB | 947 ] 035 | 940 | 93 953 | b
w o I0s1 .. | 962 [7,000 [1,034 |Lo1o | 655 | o000 | 043 | 930 | 934 | 02 916 | 42
o 194z .. | Logo | no074 1,224 | 1,005 | 1033 | 1,047 1,042 | o1y | 1,033 | 1002 | L0880 |L090
v 1043 .. | 1,042 | 1,066 | 1,234 | 1,000 |r027 | 1,048 | 1,055 | Logp | T,042 {1,013 1,035 | 1,053
w1044 .. | 1,025 | 1,048 | 1,282 1,079 [T024 | 1,032 | 1,009 | 1037 | $,042 | 1,000 (1,037 |0,047
w1943 .. |T035 | 1,048 | 1,278 | o3 | 1,036 | L041 | 1,087 | 1,045 | 1,040 | Loof | Lobo | 1,085
w1046 ., | 5039 11040 | 1,277 |1,070 | 5,048 | 2,044 | 1052 | 1,085 | 1,050 | 1,012 | no70 | 1,051
e T047 .. 3110 | 123 1,337 | 1026 |y | o6 | Lice j 1004 (1,000 [ rop5 | Lars | 200
v 1948 .. la258 | 1,277 {1,404 [ 5200 | 2271 | 1.2064 | 124 | 1,268 | Y245 | 3,205 [ 1,267 | 1277
1348 Mar Qb | 1,192 [ 1,200 | 1,437 | 1,223 (L207 (1,108 | 1206 | 1,203 | 1,190 | 1,108 |Il.207 |1,205
wo Juoe , l1,235 [ 1,256 1,460 (1260 F125s 11241 | 1290 1,235 215 U234 (1,239 (1,230
w Sept. ,, | 5,279 | 1,207 | 1,500 ) 1308 | 1,201 | 1,285 | 1,293 | 1,288 | r,26z | 1,387 |1 284 | 1,202
» o Dee. o, | 5,326 [ 1,346 | 1,567 [n370 | 0331 | 6332 | 1,355 § 349 | D313 [ n3ez | 1,336 {1353

1048,
Janwary . 1,175 [ 1,198 | 1,420 | 1,202 1,185 | 1,182 | 1186 [ 1,187 | 1,196 | 1,180 | 1,191 | 1,185
February . 1,200 | 1,219 | [,430 | 1,227 | 1,207 | 2,206 | 1,314 | 207 | 0,195 [L,201 | 0,203 | 1,212
Mnrch . 1,200 | 1,221 | 1,431 | 5,240 { L2310 [ 208 | 1,218 | 1,214 | 2,108 {1,213 | 1218 1,216
April oo frze2 | 1,226 | 1,490 | 1,242 | 1,234 | 5209 | 1,223 | 1,218 | 1,200 | 12Xy | L2210 | 1,222
Muy 1,236 1,258 {1,467 | 1,257 | 1,284 1243 233 (1,228 |t.210 | 1228 | n2ge |o,e2as
- June 1,260 11,285 | 1,492 | 1,282 | 1,276 |27z | 1,265 | 1,260 | 1,285 11,250 | 1,266 | 1,264
July 1,276 (1,296 | 1,508 | 1,206 | 1,289 {1,282 |1.279 1,274 | 1,250 |n,272 1,281 | 1,278
Augnst 1,274 | 1,293 | 1,504 | 1,300 [ 1,287 | 1,280 | 1,206 | 1,290 | 1,264 | 1,202 | D281 | 1,204
September ., | 1,286 | 1,502 | 1,522 | 1,227 | L2o7 | L2092 |1.305 | 1,301 | 1,203 | 1,298 | 1,280 | 1,304
Oetober 308 |3y [2,532 340 5314 | 7,373 | nag0 (0330 | T290 |1,332 (1320 1,330
Hovember .. 1,321 {Last | 1,577 | 5357 | 1323 | 5,329 [ 1,352 { 1,348 | L3Iz [ 1,342 {L3s0 | 1,350
Deccmnber 0,348 11,370 1,503 13,433 11,357 11,355 J1.372 V1,370 D331 V1,354 (1,340 | 3,370
(roger I11.—HOUSING {4 ANP 5-ROCMED HoOUSEs). (5

Nov. 1914 .. 258 . .. s N .. [ilal .. .. .. .. .

o I9zr .. | L,000 B35 559 881 506 566 Bys5 479 527 668 685 78q
Year 1030 .. | 1,038 Boo 704 7t 843 | 1015 955 7IL 73l 876 921 034
o tngo . lregz | goo | yp8 | 87z | 845 1023 | o6p | yos | vas | 881 | ¢33 | 50
o 941 L lroq3 | oor | 773 | 879 | 845 |tozp| grs | oo | 739 | 802 | 930 | o856
»o 1042 L. 11,043 Qa2 754 :H B44 | T23 975 709 743 B0 937 056
wo 3943 o | Lo4z | 9oz | 33 ) 882 | Bsg |nozz| ori | vog | a2z | EB 034 | 950
w1544 .. |Loa3 | oo3 | 783 | 8Bz | Baz [ros | g7e ) Frr| 3| 88 934 | 955
w1945 oo o043 | ge3 | 760 | 8835 1 843 froza | 9r3 | sro | 7a4 | 83y 934 | 055
w 1046 .. frnos3 | doq | 6z | 686 | Bgz jreze | o7i | rr3 | 43| 887 | o34 | 955
v Y947 . fno4e | gog | 763 | 887 | Big |To2s| o7 | 7IS | 43| 8831 934 | 0356
v 1948 o47 | o0& | 764 | 888 | Bas |roz27] o4 | zo | 7461 888 ] o934 | 956
1948 Mar. Qtr ] 2,046 (1 763 858 845 | 1,027 974 719 746 883 034 | 956
oo dune ,, L0486 | 905 763 BBA | -845 | 1,027 974 719 746 388 034 956
wo Sepbe o |reqy | goe | 763 | 887 | 845 |rmozy | o974 | yeo | 746 533 0341 o056
o Doe. o Jronz | go6 | yos | 887 1 845 |rez8 | g7 | 72z ) 7461 889l o34 1 056
Gnoors 1-I1.—Foop, GROGRRIEY, AND Hovusita,

Nov, 1014 . Glo N s .- .- .. 613 ‘e .- .. ‘e N
P 173 977 944 825 G20 Brs 465 895 760 780 844 1:133 ar6
Year 1030 .. | o7z | 934 | oro | o4z | gool obs| o33 Bag| Bsc| or7| a0 a8
w I040 .. | 985 | ose! 953 | os0| oo8] oBa o053 | Baz | BEi| 915 | Das | Qub
n To4I .. | bz | 9sp | 9ot | 957 | gro| o883 ox3| Byr | 868 | gu2 | g4l | 046
v 1042 .., | 1,030 1005 [1,052 | 1,000 | 957 | L0306 [Lon4 804 920 | os6 | o84 |1.005
p 1043 .. | 1,040 [1,000 | L0414 [ 1,007 953 | 1,036 | 1,021 go8 023 gbz 993 | Lotz
w1044 .. | L0300 08r | 1,055 999 951 | 1,026 | t,017 b erd 923 058 795 | 1,000
o 1048 .. 5036 | 9Sg |5eov3 | 997 | 938 |n032 |re22 | giz i 026 | 957 |1008 | Lot
o 1046 .. [1,038 | goo [073 | 0061 966 (1034 |rerg | 917 | 928) oCr [1,020 | v0rt
v 1047 .. [ 1,082 | 1,035 |,n10 | eje | oot | LoyB L1054 gjo 9%2 | 1,012 11,042 | 1,046
o 1948 .. | 573 {20 | 5,206 1,130 [I.002 | I,160 fI,I84 | 1,052 | 1048 | L1106 [ 1,134 (1146
1948 Mor. Qbef 1,132 | 1,089 | 1,165 | 000 | Loty (120 | Loy 100 | Loty Y1075 | 1008 (1108
o June ,, | 559 (1,018 161 [ 1,112 (1,092 | 188 | T,r34 | n031 | To2g (1006 | trrr | 1126
w Bept. o, |r.385 |1a4r | 1,277 [roa4x | o3ng | na8r | 1066 | o6y | 1058 | 1uD20 | 1,144 | 1288
o Dee, 4 r2ia oy Irass Loaz8 o039 Leve Urzoy lra02 1,088 11,162 11,176 (1,195

{4} Ses footnote (@) on pags ro.

{b) See tootnote (b) on page 1o,



i3°

“ 3" Sgpies RETAL Prick [npEX: Foop, GROOBRIES AND RENT.

B " Series Retail Price Index-Numbsrs : Thirly Towns—continued.
{Base of each Group (o) ; Weighted Average of Six Capital Cities, 1923-27 = 1,000.)

. QUEENSLAND, SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
i . . . a3 Fi
F1 -3 [ g -] : -
UV g B | %) (Rss| 2 i Bl 0§ s |2
P [
F-] B b1 E 3 igk % Egdy ™ a -'.g :§EE
2108 |%s £ |SES S 1383 B & | 3% ¥R
a4l 8 imal 8 A [Pe] < IEE] A 1ol tBam
Group 1,—FoOD AND GROCERIBS.
Now. 1914 G14 ‘e N .. .. .. 683 .. .. .. . .
w1971 | 955 | Bos | o490 | gf1d| g36e 50 | gui| 943 965 | 023 997 | a3
Yeor 1939 .. 864 | 823 904 661 g12 72 o7 | o073 | 996 | wvar ]| o8 904
1o L. 88g 852 921 069 431 8ab guo o6y PLE 9§19 o7h gob
o Idl .. | o1l 862 | e31| oBr | 958 ¢ o15| gos | 967 |Teos | 12 977 o1
JUR P 2N 972 951 g2 | 1,049 | 024 gr9 012 | Loss | 1,004 988 | 1,056 | 1,016
wo 1043 oo | 975 | 974 | 095 {1041 | 5033 [ g¥2 {1,003 |T,044 [L,076 | 084 | 039 | 3002
w 1944 .. | 963 |1,003 [T,002 | 1,049 | 1027 | 977 | 993 11,030 [ 1,061 | 996 | 1,033 | 902
wo IS .. 966 | 1,009 | 1,016 | 1,058 | 1,025 | oo | 1,002 | 1,034 | 1,074 | 1,014 | 1,054 | 1,006
wo Fb . 981 | 1,018 | Lol | 1,071 | 1,039 993 | 1,006 | 1,049 | Loye |I,027 | 1,056 | 1,012
v 1047 .. 1058 | o002 | Loo7 | 1,148 | 1012 | 1,068 | 1e67 (1,103 | Li4T |00 | 1,117 | 000
wo toggd L. lnzo8 | 1228 | 1,244 | Y295 | 1,255 | 1,219 | L2300 | 1,234 | I,204 | 1,220 | 1,269 | 1,223
1648 Mnar. Qtr.) 1,155 | 1197 | 1,085 | 1,236 | 1,104 | LL165 | 1,155 | 1,175 | 1,220 | 1,785 | L2100 | 7,150
s dune ) raB5 [ 1,207 | 1221 | 1,268 | 1,224 | 1006 | T,209 | 1,200 | 1,267 | 1,204 | I,245 | D218
o Bept. |, Irzee [ ne3r |esy (1308 |nerz | rezs Jnasz (1052 | Lo reqe |n287 Jo28g
o Dec. | 1,280 | 1,239 {1,219 | 1,367 | 1,332 | 1,290 J 1,305 | 1.200 {1,360 | 1,28 | 1,335 | 1,307
1948,
Jonmary .. | 1,733 {1,162 frabe (et | urg | naga |nage (5162 | nee | noge (g5 | Laga
Febrooty .. | 1,754 | 1,181 | 1,006 | 1,240 | 1,106 | 1,166 | 1,157 | 1,174 | 1,230 | 1,053 | 1,212 | 1,160
March vo [ 1aa77 | 1,088 | 1008 {1257 | 1203 [ T,086 (170 [ 90 | L24q | T273 | 1,223 | 574
A[pril vo | 1378 | 18 | 1202 | 1,248 | r202 | 1,186 | LLIBR | 190 {1,248 {1,005 | 1,226 | 1,100
My o {178 {1,207 | 1,218 | 1,263 1,216 | ra8e | 1,200 [ 520l | 263 | 209 | 5237 11200
June .o 11099 | 1,225 | 1,243 | L29g | 1,285 f L2 | i,232 | 1,234 | 7290 (1,228 | L2Rr | 234
July . 1,213 [ 1,238 | 1,253 | 1,308 | 1,272 [ 1,220 | 1,247 {3,282 | L,306 [L.241 |1,287 | 1,250
Augnst . 1,230 ) 1,236 | 1,254 | 1,306 | 1,266 | 1,223 | 1,249 | 1,247 | 1,300 | 1,256 | 1.280 | 252
Septomber . 1.213 | L.237 | 1,264 | 1,300 § 1,274 135,226 Qo250 | 1,258 | 5,322 | 1,243 | 10203 | 3,201
Qctober L, | 1,260 | 1,240 | 298 | 1,318 | 1,317 {1,268 | 1,277 | 1,273 § 1,340 | 1,256 | 1,310 | 1,270
Movember | | 1,286 | r.304 | 1,310 | 1374 | 1334 | L2op | 5314 | 1,303 | 1,378 | 1,279 {1,346 | 1,316
December .. | 1203 |1,504 | 1326 |1 409 | 1.345 11,306 J1.524 | 1.510 11,389 L 1.308 | 1,350 j1,326
GRoUP II.—HOUSIER (4 ARD 5-ROOMED HOUSESL(d)
Nov. 1914 .. 463 .. . .. o - 631 .. i .. . ‘e
PP £ -3 S 629 547 450 sebh| a5 94 1 566 | 603 442 566 81
Year 1939 .. ) 847 253 | 861 640 jo | 88 388 | 710 686 | 733 61
v 1940 L. 857 452 755 861 G4z 843 892 387 716 692 273 866
w1041 L. | Bbo | Bsq | Fi3 | B63 | G4y | 846 | 8oz | aBs | g | iz | 267 BO7
w 104z .. | 86z | B58 | 766 [ 865 | 655 | 840 | Ho3 | 3Br| Fr3 | sin g 755 ] G466
wo 3948 .. | 862 859 | 768 | 86s | 668 | Bso | 8oy | aB3| i3 | s | 7355 | 466
v 1044 4. 863 Esg 767 865 672 Bso Boz 385 713 7ES 734 B6E
o E45 .. B3 ] 768 865 674 Bsy 8oz 386 713 2135 755 B6b
W Ig6 L. 8631 BAz | 273 | 866 | 6Br| 851} Bog | ase | iz ) ;6| 755 | By
o 1047 .. 8ty 864 80 | 866 [ ©82 | Bsy 8o7 | 398 11 718 758 | Bre
o 1948 566 874 785 866 oBs 855 go3 402 710 78 757 876
1948 Mar.Qtr] 8és 872 781 Lt [ 53 854 Bogq 400 7I0 718 755 873
o Jane | Bag | 8Bye ] yBo | 866 | 686 | B854 | 9oz | 400 )] w0 | 8| F5s | 875
o Sept, 866 872 785 BOG 686 85y o904 400 7ia 718 735 877
e R&E 79 260 bl [:133 856 Qo5 407 710 718 7b2 878
Groved L-1I.—Foob, GROCERIES AND HODSING.
Nov. in14 .. L] . - . .- . 658 . . - we ‘e
o 1921 L. 840 Fird! 779 8zob| 7040 B4 898 g1r 8ap 170 44 883
Yenr 1939 .. s B30 Ba3 920 Ho4 &58 g1 743 A3z 818 Bgo 88
w1990 .| 875 8B40 | 854 | 5| Bay | 8p3 | 895 73g | 8yr | 828 ) Hos BB
RS I F'Y B 88y 557 863 033 838 B3 Bog 738 £8g 832 863 893
wotgqz oo | sz | 93| gor |l gra | B78| 926 | o963 | 39| 943 | 879 930 | gsy
w1943 .. 910 | 027 | g0t ore | B88 | o038 | o383 | 784 | o932 877 | 56| o030
w 3944 .. | 923 | o045 | 9o | 9ys | BBE| gub| 951 | Fr6| 923 | B8y | 921 | o4s
w 1045 .. | 924 [ 940 o017 | o7o | 886 o928 o5y yro| o3t | 895 | 935 | 949
wo 1046 .. | 932 | o053 | oto, oBg| Bgr | e3af| obol 700 933 | oo3 | 936 | ovs2
o 1047 .. 978 | 001 971 | 1,036 L-YF] o9z 9u8 823 971 g3I a7 Goo
s 1048 .. L0072 | 1,087 | 1,063 | 125 | L0300 (o7 [ LOo0 goy (1,063 | 1,022 | 1,067 | 1,001
1948 Mar, Qtr.| 1,039 | 1,055 | 1,025 | 1,080 99z | o471 | 1,083 870 | Lozy gz | 1,010 | 1,045
ys  June ,, 11,058 \Te73 | 1,047 [ 1,109 | [,012 | T.000 | ,086 Aot | Log? | 1012 | 1,051 | (077
o Sept | 1,074 11,092 {1,072 | 1,133 | Lo40 | 1,078 | Taey | 917 1,073 | 1,034 | 1,076 | 1,104
w Do, o lnae lraze Loy 1160 oy [ oord Jrugb 548 11,100 [ 1,058 | 1,100 | 1,137

(a) See footnote (at on page to.

{6} Charters Towers.

(£) Warwlck.

(#) See footnote {b) on poge ra.
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“B " Series Retail Price Index-Numbers ;: Thirty Towns—continued.
(Baee of each Groun (a): Weighted Average of Siz Capital Cities, 192327 = 1,000}

WESTERN AUSTRALILA. TASMANIA. g‘ﬁ §
o= | &
n oo -
. . g aY | g
Period og | e ; o 3 - E =
2055 5| 80 5 (3gg ¢ 3| <1 B0 % |Beg3E|2E
[-] Bl = =z = Eaz L 1] = o e Y5l 2« 1= H
gE(8.30 8 | 2 F |ESE £ g | g | B b |PeE gd|se
" < H Fl =
ol eS8 = 3 & lglil 2 3 © & FREPMET T
(rovp [.—FooD AND GROOERIEE.
Kow. 1014 .. | 7246 .. . . . .. 687 | .. . R .. .. Gal ..
1921 ., | 1,005 {1,120 | 10%4b| Loag | o310 | noas | o2 gs58 | ,1olc| g9 | 1077 |Leo11 G50 954

Year 1939 938 |Looz | 072 | 887 | o947 | o950 | 933 | gIa ] o9sr | 933 (ol g2s | 22| 931

wo 1040 . | 940 |LEG4 | 0BG 969y oSz | o6r | o944 | 933 ] 90r | 935 [noz9 p o5 | 939 | 94z
w To4t .| oBI |1183 [1.030 | 996 [fo000 | 9us | o7e | 931 ] 999 | by |Lozy | 968 947 | om
w1942 .. | 5020 [ L1076 11,028 11,034 13,043 |L047 |Logy |2,008 | 2,055 | T035 |1.070 |1L,035 | Lo3r |05
w1943 .. L0590 | LIZ9 {L07T | L,03% | 080 | 1,008 | L0062 |1,017 L0006 (1057 {1,037 | L0582 |1.037 | T,040
o 1944 .. FL056 | 1,380 | 1,066 | 1,036 | 1,095 | 1,060 | 1,035 988 [ 1,030 | Lozo | 1,035 1,023 |1,028 | 1019
o 945 .. |Lebo |a9r | Lo60 | o485 | 1084 | 1070 | 5,043 990 15,074 (1,026 | 1,153 | 1,032 |03 | 1030
o 1946 ., 1050 | L1692 [1,073 |1,057 | 1,084 [Loy0 | 060 |3,018 | 1,048 | 1052 |2,173 | L0855 | 1,036 | 1,040
o T04F .. |L104 | 1,239 fr,a2s | 1,000 (1,133 (1,035 fes2 |09z e8| iz |r233 Iz [Laeo | 100
s 1048 L. sy | 3By |napz |25y (bazro 1202 |36 |17 {5,226 | 1,280 (1,407 :1,303 1,256 | 1,260
1947 Mar. Qe 1002 [ 1,337 (210 |37 | 219 [rzo [ 1236 | 1,203 (1208 |xazay [ 2333 [ naaf bioaooe Jroreg
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§ 8. Retail Price Index-Numbers, 200 Towns.

To supplement the information collected monthly for the 30 towns
gpecified in the preceding pages, a special investigation into prices in
70 additional towns wag undertaken in November, 1913. This investigation
waa repeated in November, 1014, and again in November, 1915, when the
number of additional towns was increased to 120, In November, 1923,
the number was further increased to 170. Information in regard to pricea
obtained in November cach year 1923 to 1942 related, therefore, to 200 towns.
After 1942, collection of returns of these prices was discontinued. The results
of the first investigation were published in Labour Bulletin No. 5 (pp.
26-33), and details respeeting succeeding investigations were incorporated
in the Labour Bulletins and Reports issued subsequently by this Bureau.

In issues of these publications prior to Labour Report No. 28 of 1937,
information was given regarding movements in the rents of 4 and §-
roomed houses, While the index-numbers were useful in & general way
a8 & measure of changes in rents in any one town from time to time, there
was an incrcasing tendency to regard them as an adequate measure of
the relative absolute levels of rents in different towns at any given date.
In order to prevent such a misuse of the figures, and because of increasing
doubts as to the ability of the Bureau, except at prohibitive cost, to ensure
that returns of rents froni all these towns should be based on continnously
representative samples, it was decided to limit the information colleeted to
the prices of food and groceries, Should any industrial tribunal desire
further information on house rentals in any of these towns, the Bureau
w;]]; be prepared to consider requests for apecial investigations by its Field
Officers.

§ 9. Changes in the Regimen.

1. General. —Since the original compilation of retail price indexes by
the Bureau in 1912, the regimens of the several Groups and Sections have
undergone some modifications, with the object of improving the indexes
ap measures of the variations in retail prices in individual towns, as botween
the many towns covered, and in the weighted average of all towns or the
various combinations thereof. These modifications aré briefly ns follows ;:—

(i) Food and Groceries,~The regimen for food and groceries, originally
introduced in 1912, was based upon the relative consumption of the years
1906 to 1910, and the first revision was made in the September quarter
of 1932 and was based on the relative consumption of the years 1927 to
1929. The rogimen in use up to that date will be found on page 13 of
Labour Report Ne. 23. A second revision took place in the September
quarter of 1636, as part of the genoral revision of the regimen by the
Conference of Statisticians of April, 1936. The meain features of this
revision arc referred to in par. 2 below,

(i)} Housing.—The housing constituent of the regimen has also been
revised. Originally the rentals of all houses from " 3 rooms and under
to 8 rooms and over” were tabulated, and they were continuously used
in the “ A" Series Index (food and rent of all houses) from 1912 to 30th
June, 1938, when this series was discontinued. They were also used in
the “ C” Series Index up to and including the year 1924. From the
following year rentals of 4 and 5-roomed houses only were used in the
“C” Beriea Indox, and in the aame year they were combined with food
and groceries to form the ** B ” Series Index.
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Following on the resolutions of the 1936 Conference of Statisticians
tace par. 2 below), the rentals of 4 and 5-roomed houses in each of the six
capital citics and “ second ”’ important town in each of the States (excepting
Western Australia) have been determined on a somewhat different basis
(for convenience designated the ** Census ™ basis) from that previously used.
For the six capital cities, this base was introduced into the indexes at the
December quarter, 1936, and for the ' second ™' towns at the March quarter,
1937. The basiz adopted was that of the average rents, as disclosed by
the 1933 Census, of 4 and 5-roomed houses cccupicd by fully-employed
wage and salary earners in all industrial groups with the exception of
“Tishing and Trapping,” * Agricultural, Pastoral and Dairying” and
“ Forestry,” brought up to the above-mentioned quarters by applying
the percontage variations in rent since the 1933 Census shown for cor-
regponding houses at both periods in the rent rolls of the house-agente.
At the same time, these rent rolls were carefully revised after personal
inapection of all houses included $o ensure a satisfactory ““ sample” of houses
upon which to measure rent variations in future. Thus, the zent levels
having been established for the towns in quoestion, the rent rolls ceased to
be used for the determination of the average rent from quarter to quarter,
and were used only for the purpose of measuring the percentage variations
from quurter to quarter by means of corresponding houses in the rolls for
the current and the preceding auarter—the percentoge variations being
applied progressively to the basic averages from the 1933 Census, as explained
above. The new standard, so far as the towns in question are concerned,
affected the indexes only in respect of the relative levels of rents in the
different towns, and in respect of their absolute height.

The ““ Census " basis noé being gencrally applicable to the circamatances
of small provincial towns, on account of the great diversity of average
* quality ” of houses, the levels, as previously determined from a sample
of houses selocted by the house agents in accordance with definite atandards
ariginally laid down, were continued in the indexes until such time as the
rent rolls were completely revised on the basis mcntioned above. The
revision was completed by the June quarter, 1939, but in the mcantime
as each town was completed the rent level then reached on tlie old bhusia
wag established as the base to which the percentage variations disclosed
by the rent rolls were progressively applied theveafter.

(iil) Clothing and Miscellaneous.—The regimen for clothing and
miscellaneous household requirements was originally introduced in 1921, and
the first revision was made in the March quarter of 1935. Details of the
original regimen were never published, but the revised regimen of 1935
appeared in Labour Report No. 26. A second revision took place in the
Septenber quarter of 1636, as part of the general revision of the regimen by
the Conference of Statisticiana of April, 1936.  The main features of this
revision are referred to in par. 2 below. Bome minor alterations have
sinee been made in the regimen. '

2. Revision of 1986.—The revision of the regimen by the Conference of
Statisticians of April, 1936, was of a comprehensive nature. The Resolutions
of the Conference are reprinted in Appendix XI. of Labour Report No. 27.
This Conference not only recomumended extensive revisions of the regimen
from which the indexes are compiled, but also considered niethods of collection
and compilation. As a result of its deliberations, and subsequent discussions
by correspondence, many improvements and refinements were introduced.
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The changes in the reginen made by this Conference comprised chieft
the elimination or replacement of articles no longer in demand, or whicg
exporience had shown to be unsuitable media for the measurement of price
variations ; the alteration of units of quantity in certain cases to conform
with these in most general use ; the adjustment of the mass unit allotted to
certain articles to bring them into accord with present-day consumption
habits; and the re-ndjustment of the population and household weights
applieable to the several groups and sections of the regimen in accordauce
i.ith the results of the 1033 Census. Definite grades or qualities were
also established for each article in the regimen, to ensure that quotations
should be given, as far as possible, for the same article at all times and in
all places, and expert field officers were appointed to collect, personally,
prices to the standard qualities laid down. Tmproved :nethods of enllecting
and weighting average honse rentals were alwo adopted (see par. T (i})
above}.

3. Method of Effecting Changes.—Changes of the nature mentioned are
commonly made in price indexes without seriously impairing their
continuity. In accordance with established principles of procedure in
changing the regimen {see Labour Report No. 9, Appendix I, Part II.,
pars. 14 and 13), the general level of the index is taken as determined
by the old regimen for the quarter in which the change is made, and the
new regimen is used to measure variations in the price level after that date,
The linking up of the index-numbers on the old and the new basis is effected
by the usual method of equating the.respective weighted aggregate costs
of the old and the new regimens in the six capital cities,

There are two methods of effecting this, as follows . —Up to the June
quarter, 1942, all such changes were made by equating the new aggregate
of the section embodying the changes to the former aggregate. This course
was adopted when items were added to or omitted from the regimen, and
when a change was made in the standard of any item. From the September
quarter, Ig42, however, all changes of standard were effected by an
appropriate adjustment of the *“ mass unit " or *‘ weight ” s0 as to preserve
the percentage weight which the item carried in the aggregate from time
to time, and wherever possible the * weight ™ of any item dropped {rom the
regimen was transferred to an article of a similar nature which would serve
a8 & more appropriate medium for the measurement of the variations of the
article dropped than the remaining items of the section—the * mass units *
of which under the former procedure in effect were proportionately increased
to carry the aggregate of the item dropped, or reduced to admit & new item
added, See aise par. 3 on pages 15 and 16,

4. Continuity of Indezes.—While the above involves no break of
continuity in the index-numbecs for the six capital cities as & whole, upon
the basis of which all such changes are eflected, slight slterations of the
relative positions of individual towns uare inevitable on account of the
alteration of former standards. The effect, however, is more noticeable
in the group index-numbers than in those covering a combination of groups,
wherein the losses and gains tend to balance ont.  Thus, in comparing group
index-numbers for individual towns in respect of periods including the .
dates of change referred to in pars. I to 3 above, the following considerations
should be kept in mind :—

(@) Food and Groceries.—These index-numbers are substantially com-
parable throughout the period up to the June quarter of 1436
From and including the September quarter of 1936 the index-
numbers for individual towns are comparable with each other,
but are not strictly so with those for previous quarters.
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(8) Housing.—No change was ever made in the method of calculating
the rentals of “ All Houses”, and consequently these index-
numbers were comparable throughout the whole period of their
existence.* In regard to remtals of houses of 4 and 5 rooms,
however, the index-nuinbers for individual towns are comparable
with each other up to the June quarter of 1936. In the Septem-
ber quarter, 1936, a change waa made in the methods of averaging
and weighting the data from house-agents, which gave rise to
slight disparities not due to rental fluctuations, and rendered
the rent figures for individual tewns not strictly comparable
with those of former periods. The change, however, thereafter
made the index-numbers for any one town more comparable
with those of other towns. In the December quarter of 1936
the rent tabulations in the two principal towns of each State
were placed on an entirely new basia, which rendered them
incomparable individually with average rents of previous periods.
This change was also introduced with the object of making the
index-numbers for the principal towns more comparable nfer se
in any given quarter (s¢e par. I (i) above).

(¢} Clothing and Miscellanecous.—The index-numbers for individual towns

- up to and including 1934 are comparable with those for previous
periods. These for 1935, and the March and June quarters of
1936, are comparablo for those periods, but not with the index-
numbers of former or subsequent periods. From and inecluding
the Septewmber quarter of 1936 the index-numbers for individual
towns ate substantially comparable with each other, hoth from
quarter to quarter and from town $o town, but for individual
towns they are not strictly oontinuous with those of previous
periods.

5. The Regimen under War Conditions.—Between the comprehensive
revizion of 1930 and the outbreak of war in 1939 changes in conditions did
ot require any appreciable revision of the regimen or mass units of items
therein. The adjustments made in 1936 had brought the basis of the index
“ up-to-date ™ in the sense that it conformed reasonably closely to normal
pre-war usage. Although the effects of the war produced some variations
from normal consumption in I940 and Ig4I, it was not until 1g42 (as
explained in § 2 (5) of this Chapter) that fundamental changes began to
ocour. As there explained, the years 1942, I943 and 1944 produced
temporary changes of a far-reaching character which, if permanent and
stable, must have necessitated fundamental re-adjustments in the regimen
and mass units of the index. DBut the resultant changes in the index would
have been so extensive as virtually to create a new index which would not
have been continuously comparable with the “ C" Beries Index either as
compiled pre-war or as it may be compiled in post-war years. Consideration
of she watter led to the conclusions—

(i) that it was desirable to continue the “C” Series Index substantially
on its pre-war regimen in order to ensure continuity of com-
patison of price movements on a clearly defined basis ;

(ii) that it was impossible to reconstruct the “ " Serics Index to take
account of recurrent temporary departures from normal con-
sumption.

* Thas tabulation of the " A * Series Index, for which these renis were used was discontinusd after
the lssue for June quarter, 1938,
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§ 10. Retail Price Indexes and Wage Variations.

Two distincl procedures are adopted by the Commonwealth Court of
Conciliation and Arbitration in fixing and varying basic or living wages
as follows :—

{i) the Court periodically fizes the amount of wage in the light of
evidence submitted by parties appearing beforeit. Such evidence
usually covers a wide range of facts as to economic conditions ;

(i1} baving determined the amount of basic wage the Court further
determines whether or not it shall be subject to automatic
adjustment for changes in price level and, if so, by what method
guch vartatien sholl be made. This again is decided in the
light of evidence and of representations by the parties concerned,

The < C* Series Index iz used by the Court to derive the “ Court”
series of retail price index-numbers upon which the basie or *“ needs * portion
of the wages preseribed in awards is vared automatically for changes in price
levels quarterly, half-yearly or yearly, These are commonly referred to as
*“ eost of living adjustiuents ” although in fact they relate ouly to that part
of the change in cost of living which is due to variations in prices. The
Court itself determines from time to time at public sittings the amount of
the basic wage, having regard to evidence submitted in relation to other
aspects of ““ cost of living” and other relevant considerations. In fixing
the amount of the basic wage the Court docs not have regard to either the
regimen used in compiling the retail price index or the cost of such regimen.
The regimen of the index would not be suited to such a purpose.

The considerations upon which the basic wage is fixed are set out in
puccessive judgments of the Court and briefly summarized in Chapter 1T,
{§ 3 of this Report. On this atter, reference should be made to the
Basic Wage Judgments of the Court, particularly those of 1934, 1937
and 1941,* and to the general statement of principles set out in the
judgment on the “ Munitton Workers’ Case™ of 1943.§ Certain State
mdustrial tribunals use the index-numbers directly for antomatic or quasi-
automatic adjustment of the rates of wages determined by them as tribunals,
while some State tribunals have regard to the index-numbers and other
factors in considering what * cost of living ” variations they should malke
1o rates of wages.

The use of indexes by industrial suthorities for purposes of adjusting
rates of wages for changes in price level is a practice of long standing, dating
in the case of the Conmonwealth Court of Coneiliation and Arbitration,
for exawnple, back to the year 1913, The tribunals form their own
judgment as to the relevance of the indexes to their purposes, and periodically
hear the representatives of employers and employees on the issues involved,
including questions as to whether the index is satisfactory for the purposes
to which it is applied by the tribunal. In such proceedings the Statistician
or his officers are called at times as witnesses on questions of fact and
technical matters relating to the indexes.

The automatic adjustments in wages prescribed in awards of the Court
on the basis of retall price index-numbers are sometimes referred to as
‘“ cost of living ”* adjustments and the index is popularly referred to as a
“ gost of living index ”. This at times creates misconceptions as to the
nature of the retail price index since the term ** cost of living ”’ connotes not
only change in cost of living due to changes in prices, but also changes in

* 33 C.A K, D. 144 37 C.AR, b 583; 44 CAR, D a1,
t 5o C AR, D 1ar
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cost of living due to changes in standard of living. Beyond that, use of the
term ‘ cost of living " index sometimes creates the erroneous impression that
the retail price index purporta to embrace all that should be included in a
desirable standazd of living. As pointed out in the opening sections of this
chapter, the “ C” Series Index is a retail price index of specific meaning.

The following is n brief statement of the indexes used by the Common-
wealth Court of Concilintion and Arbitration froin time to time ;—

(i) ** 47 Serica Index.—The “ A " Series Index covers the items food and
groceries and the rent of all houaes, with the year 1911 as the base (1,000).
This Index waa first co.npiled in 1912, and is available yearly for
. the six capital cities from IgoI to 1911, and quarterly for 30 important
towna of Australia from 1912 to the June quarter of 1938, after which it
was discontinued,

The Commonwealth Court of Conciliation and Arbitration adopted thia
Index in 1913 to determine the relative basic wage for towns throughout
Australia, and to vary what is popularly known as the “ Harvester ”* Basic
Wage of 1goy—the wage (428, per week for Melbourne) declared by Mr.
Justice Higgina to be sufficiont to meet the *‘ normal necds of the average
employee, regarded as a human being, living in a civilized community.”
For this purpose the base index-number {I,000) of the series was selected
by the Court as equivalent to a basic wage of 48s. per week. This Index
had very little application after ¥ay, 1933, because of the adoption by the
Court suecessively of tho **D ™ Series Index at that date, the “ C* Series
Index in May, 1934, and the * Court ™ Series Index in July, 1037.

(i) “ B Series Index.—The * B> Series Index covers the items food
and groceries and rent of 4 and §-roomed houses, with the prices ruling in
the years 1923-1927 as the base (1,000), and is actually the food and rent
constituent of the ** € Serics Index described in {iii) below, This index waa
first compiled in 1925, and is available for the six capital citics for the years
1907 and 1911, and for the month of November of the years 1914 to 1920,
and quarterly thereafter for the 30 important towns of Australis. It was
designed to replace the “ A" Series Index but was never used in connexion.
with the adjustment of wages by Industrial Tribunals. This series appears
on pages 28 .to 3T of this Report.

(i) *“C*" Series Index—The “C” Series Index covers food and
groceries ; rent of 4 and 5-roomed houses; clothing (man, wife and three
children); household drapery, household utensils, fuel, lighting and other
iniscellaneous items, with the prices ruling in the years 1923-I927 as the
buse (r,000). The regimen is published in full on pages 1T to 13 of this
Report.

This Index was constrneted as the resuit of the recomnendations of the
Royal Commission on the Basic Wage of 1920, and the regimen adopted was
substantially that of the *‘ Indicator * Lists of the Commission with periodical
adjnstments as explained in this chapter. It was first compiled in 1921 and
is available for the month of November for the six capital cities for the years
IgI4 to 192X, quarterly for these cities from June quarter, 1922, and quarterly
for the 30 important towns from March quarter, 1925 to date.

The Index was not used in connexion with the variation of wages unti
its_partial adoption hy the Commonwealth Court of Conciliation and
Arbitration in May, 1933, when that Court introduced the “D” Series
Index explained on the following page. In it judgment of 17th April,
1934, the Court adopted as from st May, 1934, the *“ C”" Series Index as
the sole basis for the adjustment of the wages declared in the judgment,
for which purpose the Court equated & *“ needs” basic wage of Brs. per
week to the base index-number (1923-27 = 1,000) of the series. In its
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judgment of 23rd June, 1937, the Court adopted this index as the basia of
the “Court”™ Index (First Sories) for the adjustment of the ‘“needs”
portion of the Court’s now basic wage (see {iv} below). _

. (iv) The “ Court™ Index—The * Court” Index was created by the
Commonwealth Court of Conciliation and Arbitration in its basic wage
judgment of 23rd June, 1937, and operated from 1st July, 1937. Iis
purpose was to provide a set of index-numbers which would be published
by, and under the direct control of, the Court. It was created primarily
for the purpose of removing conditions which tended to engunder the
impression that the Commonwealth Statistician was in some way responsible
for the fixation and adjustiuent of wage-rates. Its introduction has the
added advantage of enabling the index-numbers to be specially numbered
in the manner most convenlent for adjusément purposes, and of enabling
the Statistician to change the base of his index-numbers without upsctting
the wage and adjustment provisions of the Court’s awards. It i3 based
on the Commonwealth Statistician’s “C” Serica Index, and from
1st Dccember, 1946, is obtained as follows:--The Court in its
“Interim ” basic wage judgment of 13th December, 1946, decided to
equate to the base index-number of the “C” Series Index (1r9z3-27
= 1,000) the “Court” Index (Second Beries} index-number 8§7.o,
and as this was the weelly rate in shiflings allotted in 1946 by the Court
to tlus base index-number as its * needs ™ basic wage (see (vi), p. 78), each
“ (" Beries index-point is thus equal to .087s. By the simple process of
wultiplying any “C” Series index-number by this factor, therefore, the
result to the fiest decimal place (#s ¢ stands) is the corresponding ** Court ”
(Second Series) index-number, which also expresses in shillings the amouns
of the “ needs ” basic wage as fixed by the Court for that index-number—
with the proviso that any decimal point of .5 or more shall be regarded na
the next higher number of shillings.  'To this wage is then added the rolevant
*“ constant =’ and other loadings granted by the Court 10 make up the totul
basic wage for the awards concerned. 1In the normal course the Court hearr
and decides issues raised as to the gnitability of the index-numbers for the
purposes to which it applies them. The “ Court’ Index (Second Seris)
entirely suporsedes the “ C” Series Index for zil wage adjustmients decreod
by the Court. A set of index-numbers under this scries is reproduced in
Appendix IV. of this Report, while a “ Ready Reckoner ” for the weekly
“needs” basic wage eguivalents of “C” Beries and ““ Court” (Second
Series) index-numbers is shown at the end of the following section (see
pagoe 40).

A full account is given on page 36 of Labour Report No. 34 of the
* Court > Index (First Series) on the base 1923-27 = 81.0, which operated
from 1st July, 1937. For the purposes of obtaining continuous * price ™
indexes, however, these may be converted to Second Series (l3ase = 87.0)
by multiplying them by the factor 1.0741, and the Second Series may be
converted to First Series by mnultiplying them by the factor 0.931.

(v) “ D7 Series Index—The “ 1) ” Series Index is a combination of the
“A” and “C " Beries Indexes, and was introduced by the Commonwealth
Court of Coneiliation and Arbitratien for the adjustment of wages of those
employees who were subject to the full 10 per cent. reduction in real wages
deternined by the Court in January, 1931. It came into operation from
1t May, 1933.

The Index has for its base the “ A ™ Series Index for each town for the
December quarter of 1929, which is varied according to the ratio of change
indicated by the ““ C* BSeries index-number for the whole of 1925 and the
corresponding * C ' Series index-number of the town for the quarter for
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which the adjustment is to be made. It will thus be seen that, whereaa the
“D" Beries Index for each town from the December quarter of 1929
fluctuated in the same way as the O Series Index for the same town,
the relationship of different towns was phat of the “ A" Beries Index for
the December quarter of 1929, slightly modified by the difference in
movenient between the A" Series und the “ C" Series Tndexes fur each
town since that quarter.

This Index was superseded as from Ist May, 1934, by the judgment of
the Court referred to ander “C” Series Index. The index-numbers of
this series were published in Appendix VIII. of Labour Reports Nos. 24
0 27. :

(vi) Food ond Groceries—The regimen of food and groceries is a
component part of each of the series of retail price index-numbers mentioned
above. Details of the regimen will be found on page rr. This index
was first compiled in- 1912 and is available yearly for the six capital citiea
from IgoI to I9IT and monthly for the 30 important towns of Australia from
191z to date. An index computed from the prices of food and groceries
only was for & time used for the adjustment of old-age and invalid pensions,
and also for the adjustment of the wages of members of the North Australian
Workers' Union above the 20th parallel.  Both these adjustments were later
effected by meang of the “ C” Secies Index, but the provisions for the
adjustment of pensions were repealed os from 6th April, 1944.

(vii) The “ 200 Towns " Series.—This series was tabulated for the month
" of November each year in tespect of 200 of the more important towns of the
Commonwealth, Up to November, 1930, it covered the cost of food and
groceries combined with the rent of 4 and of §-roomed houses respectively,
but thereafter the tabulation was limited to food and groceries only.
This table has been used mostly in discussions of suitable relative rates for
oountry towns, but the index-numbers have not been directly employed by
industrial tribunals in this connexion. The baas of this table is the weighted
average cost of food and groceries in the six capital cities in 1923-27 = I,000.
This series has been compiled for the month of November since 1913. It was
otiginally confined to T00 towns, but was increased to 150 in 1915, and 200
in 1923. The tabulation of this indox was discontinued after November,
1942. A reference to these index-nambers will be found on page 32.

§ 11. Scales Used for Automatic Wage Adjustment.

The following table shows the automatic scules of quarterly, half-yearly
or yearly adjustment adopted by the Commonwealth Court of Coneiliation
and Arbitration in its Basic Wage Judgment of 13th December, 1946, for
the “ needs” portion of its busic wage. The amount of wage shown
constitutes the basie wage payable (exclusive of certain *“loadings’") and
designated by the Court the ““needs” basic wage. Of the various
“loadings " legally regarded as part of a total basic wage* the only one
having general application ia that popularly referred to as the ' prosperity ™
loading awarded by the Court in 1937. This is a *‘ constant’’ {(non-
adjustable) loading, but at different rates according to locality and industry,
and is fully described in Chapter IIL. (§ 3) of thix Report. The method
followed by the Court was to fix an amount of hasic wage after hearing
evidence and argwnent by representatives of emplovers and employees
covering a wide range of relevant factors (primarily relating to * capacity
of industry " to pay and general economic conditions), and then to determine
an automatie adjustment, scale.

* See second parsgraph, p. 74.
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Automatic Scales for Quarierly,

scakks USED POR AUToMATIC WaGE ADJUSTMENT.

Half-yearly or Yearly Adjustment of ** Needs ** Baste
Whage.*

{As adopted by Commonwesalth Court of Conciliation and Arbitration, 13th Decoamber,
1646 and operative from 18t December, 1946.)

tBaais—

{a} “C" Series lndex.—-Index-number 1,000 (Base 1923-27) = 8~s. per week
{18, = 11.404253), or £227 por annum (£1 ==4.405287).3

{5 ** Court ™ Index (Second Seriea}.—

—** C " Beries index-nuinber 1,000 (Base 1923-27)

=" Court *’ Index (Second Series) index-number 87.0. ({One “ {7 Series

* point " = .087.)

Index-number Divislons, Index-number 1Mvisiops,
Wage Wage
Per week Per woek
0" Serles ** Court " Index | (" Needa '), * (" Berlea ™ Court * Index | (' Needs '),
dex. {3econd Beries). ITndex. (Second Series}.
£ o d £ 2 d
834— 844 .. 72.5- 73.4| 313 © 1156-1166 ., | 100.5-101.4 | 5 1 o
345- 856 .. 73.5— 74 4 314 © 1167-1178 .. | 101.5-102.4 | 5 2 o
857- 8G7 .. 74.5- 54| 315 © 1179-5189 .. | 102.5-103.4 | §5 3 ¢
8568~ 879 .. | 75.5- 704 316 « 119o-1201 .. | 103.5-104.4 | 5 4 o
880-8go .. | 70.5-77.4| 317 o 12021212 .. j104.5-105.4) 5 5 o
8o1- goz .. 77.5—- 78,4 318 o 1213-1224 .. | 105.5-106.4 | 5 6 o
903- 913 .. 78.5— 70.4 319 o 1225-1235 .. | 106.5-107.4 5 7 0
QI4— §25 .. 70.5~80.4| 4 0 © 1230-1247 .. ; 107.5~I08.4 | 5 8 o
916- 936 .. Bo.s~-81.4] 4 1 © 1248-1258 .. | 108.5-100.4| 5 9 ©
937— 948 .. 81.5- Bz2.4 4 2 O 12509-1270 .. | 100.5-110.4 5 10 O
949~ 959 .. 82.5-83.41 4 3 © 1271-1281 .. | 110.5-TIT.4 | 511 o
gho- g71 .. 83.5-84.4! 4 4 © 1282-1293 .. | IIX.5-112.4 512 ¢
g72— gz .. 84.5-85.4| 4 5 © 1204~1304 .. | 112.5-113.4 | 513 ©
083- 994 .. 85.5-86.4| 4 6 o 1305-1316 .. | 133.5-114.4 | 514 ©
905—1005 .. B6.5~-87.41 4 7 © 1317-1327 .. | 114.5-115.4 | 515 o
1006-1017 .. | 87.5-88.4] 4 B o 1328-1339 .. | 115.5-116.4 | 5 16 o
1018-1028 . 88.5-80.4| 4 © o 1340-1350 .. | 116.5-117.4 | 5 17 ©
10201040 .. 80.5- go.4 410 O 1351-1362 . 117.5-118.4 | 518 o
1041-1051 .. 90.5- Ot .4 411 0 1363-1373 .. | 118.5-119 4 519 o
1052-1063 .. 01 5-02.4| 412 © 1374-1385 .. [ 119.5-120 4 | 6 o o
TO64-1074 .. | 92.5-93.41 413 © 1380-1396 .. | 120 5-121.4 ] 6 1 o
1o75-1086 .. 93.5 Q4.4 [ 4 14 © 1397-1408 . | 121.5~E22.4 | 6 2 O
16087-1007 .. 04.5-95.4 | 415 @ 1469-1419 . 122.5-123.4 | 6 3 o
togB-1109 .. a5.5— ob 4 419 o 1420-T431 123.5~124 4 6 4 o©
T110-1120 .. ab.5- 97.4 4 17 0 1432-1442 . | 124.5-125.4 6 5 o
51211132 .. | 97.5-0B.4| 418 o 1443-1454 .. | 125.5-120.41 6 6 o
10335143 .. 08.5- 09.4 419 © 1455-1465 .. | 126.5-127 4 | 6 7 ©
[144-1155 . 09.5-100. 4 5 0 O 1466-1477 . 127.5-128 4| 6 & o
E

* For “ Cogprt ™ {First Series)

p. 38

1 Pormnilas for Construction of Tablea—

fu) “C

quivalents {Base = 81.0) y2¢ Lahour Report No.

Series~—Let N = number of shillings
11.494253 X (N — .5) 4 1 gives the first, and 17.404253 X (N 4- .5) gives
the second of the prur of numbers in the index-number division for N shillings.
Tecimal fractions mn result to be disregarded.

w
*

in wage per week. Then

{h) * Court Series.—Each * G Series Index point = .037, and each of the first of
the pair of index-number divisions for the “ " Series Index in above table
when multiplied by this factor gives to the first decimal place {as it stands)
the first of the par of index-number divisions for the ** Court ” Index (Second
Serieg)-~from which the sccond of the pair becomes obvious, (Nore.—All
* Court™ Series mdex-numbers muat be derived through their correspondmg
“ € Series index-numbers.)

t Lor goueral purpuoses, the Annua! Rate (in £2) 13 obtalnable by multiplylng the Weekly Rate

in Shillings} by z.6083333 {1.¢., 52§ (weeks) dwvided by 20 {stullings),—a decmial pownt of .5 or more
ing taken to the next fugher £
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Both the amount of wage and the adjustment scale operate only until the
Court otherwise determines, and representatives of employers and employees
have the right to approach the Court for variation of the wage or for variation
of the adjustment scale. Only the “needs ™’ portion of the total basic wage is
adjustable.

§12. International Comparisons : Retail Price Index-Numbers.
The following tables give index-numbers of retail prices for (i) cost of
living, including articles other than food, and (ii} foodstufis enly. For the
countries included, the average prices for the year 1937 are taken as base
(= 100}). The figurcs, which have heen taken chiefly from the Monthly
Bulletin of Stalistics of the Statistical Office of the United Nations, show
merely the fluctunations in prices in each country, and are obviously not
comparable horizontally froni the point of view of absolute relative * coats *
a3 between the various countries included.
Index-Numbers of Retail Prices in various Countries.
(Base : 1937 = 100))
() COST OF LIVING.*

- = . :
. 5 4 = .
= = : - 2 a
3 = d a S E P % £
g |- 2 & “ u = & 3 <4 4
§ = 1 = gE & | B ] 7]
2 -] = 3 831 & |-m & = A
[‘0\\0'? lf;mlﬁggﬂ]"er 10 62 Pizfo Gy | Praguc,| Whole, | Caro 36 ];g';,]' 120
1937 .. . -1 100 .. 100 100 100 .. 104 190 0o
1938 .. e 103 104 .s 101 105 102 . 103 100 102
193¢ .. .. 105 105 190 100 115 104 . 105 100 05
1940 .. . 110 116 105 o4 141 130 3 125 106 121
1947 .. . I3 N 117 110 105 150 138 £48 117 133
1942 . . 125 . 130 116 79 150 184 174 148 147
1943 . e 129 .. 150 117 177 158 z42 197 341 66
1944 . .. 129 81 117 178 160 25q 200 224 174
1043 .. . 124 . 232 118 188 371 43 292 222 173
146 . . 111 353 276 122 347 161 287 467 244 171
1may . .. 136 3390 328 134 326 166 279 608 263 1864
1048 . 148 3%g 101 153 322 170 adr 815 280 186
1948—
Alarch Qer . 143 378 357 148 322 67 282 787 21 186
June ., . 140 393 367 151 326 168 281 a6 280 188
Sept ‘e 150 390 372 156 308 170 280 843 301 186
Dee. .. .. 154 01 348 158 323 170 280 834 301 186
=1
. A - . .
: a B Y- : 4 1] B
o o o ] 2 . o . -
F: il g , |E& | @ 8. | znd g8 (84 | &
2l el & B |Bc| 8 |58 (SEZ| &2 |&H 2
H% | ag e & | Bx E | E5 | EE5E| EE |8 &
s el =4 -4 Pt w0 @A | = P | D =
P orauter |6 st s (Lmal 6 | 6o | e | 5 fasos|semsr fonte
1937 .. . 100 100 o0 100 102 100 100 100 100 100 100
1938 .. N 101 103 03 101 103 192 100 104 1610 48 99
1935 .. . oz 107 105 100 ol 104 101 1 103 a7 105
1040 . .. Iy 112 123 107 03 110 11 09 19 a8 110
1945 .. 134 116 143 7% 107 133 127 iz 129 102 104
942 . .. 143 120 152 3! 13 113 141 122 130 113 Tz
1543 .. . 144 123f| 153 143 119 40 149 (E-21) 1240 2o 118
044 .. . 155¢ 123 157 144 124 145 152 £33 130 122 121
1945 f 1760 123 {4 182 127 T45 153 37 132 125 130
1946 . 1gz2e| 123 104 1 131 46 152 139 132 136 153
1947 .. 199 127 165 2Ks 13% 150 59 145 . 155 17%
1948 . 205 135 164 337 144 157 104 153 108k 167 {03
g 8-m
Mauth Otr . 202 1315 164 328 144 157 163 R 105 163 179
dnnee - . 205 136 165 232 144 158 03 052 107G 106 7
seph - .. 205 134 164 140 145 160 163 155 108 170 180
ke . . 210 135 162 340 11 160 TG 157 [R:ls) 168 [RE
|

© The index-numbers in the above table sre bascd on the coat of food, housing, clothing and
mizcellaneous lbems.

{a) Base 1919 = 100 (5} Base © Junc—August, 1530 = 100. (€) January=Apnl
fel) New intertny fmdex Enked to the old. (e) Average of less than twelve months (f] New
wa-time index linked to fommet series, (g} Baae: Augnst, 1939 = oo, TndeX-numubers for yoars

1937—40 inchude only foed, fuel, Light and rent. (k) New series. Dage  rpih Jone, 1947 = 100,
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Index-Numbers ot Retail Prices in Varions Conntries—continued.

{Base: 1037 = 100.}

({fy PRICES OF FOODSTUFF8,

ﬁ = i " =z .
e} = - , 3 =1 - a : -3
- i A ] H * g
g 5 AL ES 3 £ 5 & i 1%
€| 2| % 18/|z2 |5 |8 | 3|84
-1 & 3 8a | & @ = & E a
Town or Number
e San TS : B Tom-
of Loealitics. 30 Laute. 6g Pragne, Whole | Cairo. 36 Tang ay. 120
1937 .. .. 100 o 100 100 100 100 100 100 o0
1938 .. .. TO4 . 101 103 104 101 116 a0 103
1930 . . 109 100 [ T4 T8 . 108 12§ 106 104
1440 .. 10 167 102 137 124 112 128 149 ‘110 117
1941 . s 121 11z 151 157 141 151 17z 123 129
1942 .. I2I 134 123 155 162 104 177 201 158 143
1943 . 122 153 127 154 161 263 197 250 221 159
1944 .- 120 201 127 55 162 302 200 309 231 164
1945 ., . 121 245 129 o 163 32 312 4346 238 169
1946 ., 122 3I2 130 542 163 300 431 748 278 169
947 .. ‘s 12¢ 373 155 307 170 208 f19 | I.z207 ju2 [{e)i83
1948 .. ‘s 148 425 185 316 173 249 950 | T.914 305 188
1948
Mnreh Qtr. T40 £I6 179 327 172 300 G443 | F.73% 284 187
Tune ,, 144 439 185 326 171 298 go$ | 1,754 [~ 295 132
Sopt. |, 150 [ g | L9986} 3t0 | aza | 2071 9r0| 1974 | 31| 188
TDee, 156 393 18 o 173 30z | rozz | z.gp 324 187
. ] . = H -
. & [ 2.0 a . -] -1
E] A g - & B4
€ Bzl E | 3 EAE B8 lzed| 85 (84 g
2B | 8 | 2 |Bg | P |E= |gE€| £5 | ES| 8
2 | =53] & & (R2 | B |23 (585 5a (85! B
Town or Number | Mexi- Monte-
of Lovalitivs, £ 0 31 Lima [ 34 a9 2i=509 | 32-51 |0
P vileo.
Uity
1937 .. 100 7] 106 100 v 100 100 190 100 106 100
1938 . . 115 102 104 of [ {¥) 100 105 113 (%3 9b
ra3zg .. .. 118 109 08 9z F-0) o2 104 [or a0 102
94 . 112 122 127 101 .- 121 113 107 118 9z 107
1941 .. .. 11 145 152 115 110 38 135 115 [£3] 100 197
942 .. - 131 159 158 129 116 150 %5 127 1tH 118 III
1943 .. A 168 167 1H0 143 120 148 163 138 1159 [ £1] j3¢)
1944 .. . 217 106 161 Ifig 123 148 166 134 1271 1z 122
1945 .. . 234 170¢;  I63 182 1354 146 166 T47 122 T3z 146
1045 .. . 30% 195¢ 163 156 32 I ¥1] ILH 151 122 153 163
1047 ‘e 345 3 162 271 144 55 71 159 184 202
g . .. E1rd 236 158 by iy 167 Ty Tikg wkf| zoo 197
1948 —
March 961, .. 158 274 6o 357 161 167 I3 163 107 195 203
June i 61 220 53 358 167 167 7y 167 110 200 196
Bepb. Ara 220 150 303 160 164 176 143 108 0% 194
e, . 174 238 153 377 164 170 179 16 108 198 197

(a) Bage: 19319 = 100,

to the old,

() Fase

by baze : Tune-August, 193y = 100,

Augnzd,

{f) New Sorles. DBasc: 17th June, 1947 = j00,

1939 = I00.

(¢) New luterlm index linked
(2) Average of less Chan twelve months.



