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SECTION XV.—INDUSTRIAL ACCIDENTS.

1. Scope of Investigations.—A list of the. districts from which:
returns of industriad accidents are received is given on page 135 of Labour-
Report No, 6. Limitations of space preclude its repetltlon in the present
number,

2. Number of Accidents Reported during Years 1915 to 1920.—The-
following table shows the number of accidents which were reported in
each State during the years 1915 to 1920 :—

. Indugtrial Accidents.— Nuraber Reporied in each State during the Years 1615

"\

to 1820
Particulara, N.SW.| Vic. | Qland.| 3.A. W.A. Tas. | 'with,
106 .. . 53 23 17 ] 31 i1 144
. 1018 ., e 52 18 12 -1 21 3 114
Ko. of Fatal Accidenta | 1057 . .. 39 15 24 4 18 4] 105
198 .. ‘e 42 20 23 8 111 5 127
1619 .. .. 52 22 11 ] 31 8 27
1920 .. v 39 14 18 [ ] 25 5 107
1016 .. - .. |g811 401 517 7 480 7T 14,883
Ro. of Accldents n- 1916 .. .. | 2,804 427 428 152 aas 78 | 4,802
capacitnting for J1007 .. .| ' * 408 | 502 | 205 | 885 73 2,168t
over 14 days 1918 .. e - 370 521 anr 793 00
1919 .. “e * 338 486 187 a7 . '.f‘? 1,715¢
1920 * 808 594 108 5an 74 11,0484
* Owing to th re al ot t,lm Miners’ Accldent Relief Act, particulars as to non-fatal mloing
sceidents in New h Wales are not nvailable, + Exctusive of New South Wales.

The total number of fatal accidents for the year 1920 wasa 107, a.
decrease of 15.7 per cent. over the figure for the previous year. There-
were decreases amounting to 25.0 per cent. in New South Wales, 27.3
per cent. in Victoria, 19.4 fer cent. in Western Awustralia, and 37.5 per-
cent. in Tasmania, whilc there were increases of 63.6 per cent. in Queens--
land and 33.3 per cent. in South Australia.

As regards non-fatal aceidents the nnmber exclusive of New Sout.h
Wales was 13.6 per cent. greater in 1920 than in 1919. There were-
decreases of 43.9 per cent. in South Australia, 9.3 per cent. in Western.
Anstralia, and 5.2 per cent. in Tasmania, and increases of 79.9 per cent..
in Victoria, and 22.2 per cent. in Queensland.

3. Number of Accidents Reported during the Four Quarters of 1920.—
The following table shews the number of accidents which were reported’
in each State during the four-quarters of 1920:—

Industrial Accidents.—Number Reported in each State during the Four Quarters

of 1820.
Tarticulars. N.8.W.| Vie. |Qland]| 5.A. | W.A. | Tas. [Cwlth
) 15t Quarter 11 2 4 1 7 3 28
No.of Fatal 2ud " g 8 5 2 13 2 a8
Accidents 3rd ” 10 3 7 . 2 .. 22
dth " 10 3 2 1 3 “s 19

No. of Accidenis
incapacitating
for over 14 days

2nd " *101 146 158 26 201 14 736t
" 3rd v *237 104 148 29 119 26 T63F

{lst Quarter | *140 | 123 | 127 24 | 122 17 | 562t
4th " *226 | 145 | 161 26 | 127. 1¢ | 701t

. * Owing to the repes) of the Miners” Acoldent Relief Act, particulars as ¢ non-tatal mining
- accidents in \lew South Wales are net available, %+ Exclumve of non-fatnl mining accidents
in New South Wales.



INDUSTRIAL ACCIDENTS, 176

4. Numbet of Accidents Reported in each Industrial Group during
the Year 1920.—The following table gives similar particulars regarding
accidents in various industrial groups :—

Indnstrial Accidents.—Number- Reported in various Industrisl Groups during

the Year 1920,
H kL k!
238 3s8
Industrial Group. Fatal.| 3 54 Industrial Group. Fatal.| 53
ga g5
g =

I. Wood, Furniture, ete.| 10 460 il VII. Bailding and Scal-

II. Engineering, etc. .. 5 608 folding 6 29
III. Food, Drink, ete. .. | 2 | 128 | VIIL Mining .. .. | 68 | 059
V. Clothing, Hats, ste, . 153 IX. Lifts . .. 3 17

V. Books, Printing, ete. . 103 X. Miscellaneous 3 74
VI, Other Manufacturing] 11 232

- ToTrAL .. .. | 108 (2763%

#* Txclusive of non-fatal mining accidents in New South Wales.

The largest number of accidents occurred in the mining industry,
88, or 63 per cent. of the fatal accidents having occurred in that industry
~in 1920, ’ .

5. Mining Accidents.—Sources of Information.—The particulars
regarding mining accidents in the different States are obfained from
various sources. (a) New South Wales—Returns of all accidents to per-
sons employed in or about mines were formerly furnished by the Secre-
-tary of the Miners’ Accident Relief Board, but details of fatal accidents
.are now supplied by the Mines Department. -The Chief Inspector of
Factories also furnishes returns of accidents occurring in smelting works
{other than those directly connected with mines), which are registered
-as factories, (b) Victoria.—Returns of accidents are furnished by the
Mines Department, with the exception of those cocurring in a few metal-
Jurgical works, which are registered as factories, and are under the juris-
diction of the Chief Inspector of Factories. (¢} Queensland.—In this
State returns are furnished by the State Mining Engineer. (d) Soutk
Australia —All particulars as to accidents in and about mines are fur-
‘nished by the Chief Registrar of Mines. (&) Western 4ustralic.—The
" S8tate Mining Engineer sends particulars, and in cases of accidents oceur-
‘ring with machinery or boilers, the Chief Inspector of Machinery also
furnishes returns. {f} Tasmania —The Chief Inspector of Mines fur-
nishes information regarding mining accidents, while the Chief Inspector
-of Machinery supplies details as to machinery.and boiler accidents which
.are reported to hin.

6. Classification of Mining Accidents.—In the following tables
particulars are given of mining accidents reported by the Mines Depart-
ments in each State during the vear 1920, shewing the class of mining
{metalliferous or coal) in which they occurred, and the causes of such
accidents :—
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Mining Accidents.—Classiflcation according to Causes.in each State, 1920.*
A;—Fatal Accidents. r

Cause of Acecldant. NS.W. Vie. |[Qland.| S.A. W.A. | Tas. |C'wlih.
{3} METALLIFEROUS MINES. '
1. Below Groond—
Accidents cansed by Bxploslves .. 1 1 2
" " Falls of Ground 2 7 b4
' " Falling down
Shafta. eto, .. 1 2 1 5 1 1]
Other Accidents i . e e 2 3 &
2, Above nod—
' Awldenta cansed by Machinery in
Motion E 1 2 . ]
Other Accidenta Ve . s 3 1 4
3. Aocidents in Batteries, Ore-dressin
Bmelting and other Mefallurgi .
Worka, ste. s .. . 1 N 2 1 3 1 ]
(5} COAL MINES, ' .
1. Below Ground—
Accidents cadsed by Mine Exploslons
(Fira ‘Damp, e
Aceidents caused by Explmives
mite, eko. 1 .. s . - P 1
Acc ants caused bv Fal]s ol Emrt.h [ .. 2 e . . 3
her Acc . 10 1 . . . ‘e 11
2. a\bwo Gro\md— i .
d by M& hi ¥ io
Motion is . 1 . 1
Other Acdﬂont-s o . .. 1 1
TOTAL .. .. .. .. 23 ) 1 2| 25 3 a1
* The fl relating to mining nocldents do oot o all cages correspond with those puhllshed

by the Mines Departments of the various States, the discref»noias being dus partly to the fact that
aceldenta oceurring o ¢ertajn metallurgics]l works are 'nob locluded 1n the figures i1ssued by the
Mines Departments, and partly to the fact that thera is apparently lack of uniformity in the uature
of the non-fatal aceidents reported to, and by the varlous authorities.

B.—Non-fatal Accidents Incapacitating for over 14 Days,

. * T
Cause of Aocident. HAW. Vie. |Qland]| 8.4, | W.A. | Tas. |C'wlth.
{a) METALLIFERO‘US MINES. .
1. Bolow Gio .
Accldsnt.s cn.uaed by Explosive " . 3 . a 1 15
" " Falls of Ground . 1 8 1 33 1 40
" .. Falling Down .
i Shafts. otn S 1 e 1 20 L (. 22
Other Accldents .. .- ‘e 154 1 251 13 419
2, abovo Gronnd
d by }L hinety In
Maotlon - . . 3 . ] e 1l
Othet Acddent.s .. . .. .. 1’ ar N a7 28 153

A nod dnnt

n Ore
Bmelting un other Melallnrs‘lea] ,
Works, ale. .. 1 7l 33 30 3. 143

{d) COAL MINES,
1, Below Ground-—
Accidenta caused by Mine Explosions

re Damp, ete.) " . . e .

Accidents cansed by Explogivea

{(Dynamlie, etc.) va .. N .. 2 2
Aceldents cansed by Falis ol Eatth . 3 2 |- .. 15 4 25
Other Accidents .. . 4 5 80 [ kil

2. Above Grouvad-—-

Accidents cawsed by Hachluenr in

Motlon . .. e e . 4 .. 4
Other Accidents .. ‘e . e .. 3 ‘e 13 1 17

Toral .. . .. A . 11 279 41 o7 38 36

* Nat avallable. 1 Exclusive of New South Wales
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It will be seen from the foregoing tables that in 1920, 22 of the
fatal, and $123 of the non-fatal accidents occurred in connection with

coal mining.

The number Bf accidents occurring below ground in 1920 was con-
siderably larger than that occurring above ground, the respective figures
for the year being 46 fatal and 608 non-fatal accidents below ground,

and 21 fatal and 1328 non-fatal accidents above ground.

7. Number of Accidents per 1000 Persons Employed in Mining,—
In the following table particulars are given for the year 1919 of the
number of persons who met with accidents per 1000 persons employed.
Comparative figures for 1920 aré not. yet &V&l]&b]e '

Number of Fatal and Non-fatal Accldents pu,moo Persons Engaged in'mning: 191?.'

FATAT, ACOIDENTS. . lxggi‘g;g;;‘_ ALs AcomENIE.
SraTh, - N ;
; Metal Coal Motal Coal
Mining. | Misibg. | Minlng. | Mining, | F8tal. | Non-fatal.
New South Wales . ...-| 042 104 - U _0.97 -
Victoria .. . . 1.51 2.28 392 547 1.82 454
Queensland . . 0,17 310 33.50 ‘- 8.85 1.00 26.58 °
South Australia ., .- 0.77 . 113.08 ., .77 | 113,08
Western Aust.ralla . 3.4l 1.38 8273 162.53 324 71,41
Tasmania .. . - 0,51 “ 11.63 15.25 0.45 12 01
COMMONWEALTH ., 112 1.82 + 80,50 120,15 1:22 t 87.48

* Not available. t Excluslve of New South Wales,



