1) CORRENT RATES oF WAGES, ETC. . .
"7 The fact that house-rert in the Australian results continuously in-
creased from 1901 to 1914, has had the result of increasing the general
upward tendency of the purchasing power of money index-numbers,
. while at the same time it has diminished the magnitude in the aggre-
: gate results (food, groceries, and house-rent)' of the fluctuations which
. have oceurred in the index-numbers for food and groceries only.
| .
' In each set of index-numbers the effect of the drought years, 1902,
' 1908, 1912, and 1914 is clearly seen, the increases being greatest in the
wholesale-price results.

_SECTION VII—CURRENT RATES OF WAGES AND HOURS OF
" LABOUR. .

1. General. —The collection of material respecting the current rates.
of wages payable in different callings and in occupations in various in-
dustries carried on in each State of the Commonwealth was first under-
taken by this Burean, in the early part of the year 1913. The inquiry,
which was confined to the rates of wages payable to adult workers only,*
was further limited in a degree to those industries in operation within
the metropolitan area of the capital town in each State.t The par-
ficulars acquired were obtained primarily from awards, determinations,
and industrial agreements under Commonwealth and State Acts, and
related to the minimum wage prescribed.” In cases where no award, de-
terniination or agreement was in force, the ruling unior or predominant
rate of wage being paid wis ascertained from employers and secretaries
of tiade unions. For convenience of ‘comparison, weekly rates of wages
were adopted, though ih many instances they were actually based on
daily or hourly rates, as specified”in awards, determinaticns, or agree-
ments.§ ' ’ .

_ The information thus chtained referred to the weekly rates of wage
in upwards of 400 industries, and related to 1569 male occupations of
cellings.  These particulars furnished the necessary data for the com-
pulation of average rates of wages in various industrial groups, and in

* This limitation wae neceseary owing 0 the dificulty of ascertaining reliable particulare of the
numbere of apprentices, improvers and other juvenile workers, to whom progressive rates of wage
fixed or okherwise, according to increasing age or experience, are payable from Year Lo year,

L Inordet to make the Inquiry o comprehenalve one, it wasnecessary to inclnde certain indnetrien

;higo plbviously are not carried on in the capital towns, &.¢., Mining, Shipping, Agricultural, and
'natoral.

1 Thie precaution was necesgary,in view of the fact that it 14 often in those industries and occupa-
tione in which employment ia of an exceptionally casoal or intermittent, nature that.wages are fixed
and paid at a daily.orhourly rate. Hence the average weekly earnings in such o¢cupations wiil prob-
ably falt conslderably short of the computed weekly rates. -
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each State and all States.*  The, average rate of wage bhus compiited
represented the arithmetic averaget of the rates of wages payable in all
classified occupabions. It was not claimed that results. obtained by this
method are procisely correct, but owing to the difficulty in obtaining
any satisfactory data as to' the number of persons engaged in each of
the occupations for which rates of wages-had been obtained, no detailed
system of weights could be applied.} * For final results for sach State
and for each industral group throughout the States, however, a care-
ful system of weighting was adopted. For example, in computing the
result for any State in any year, the computed average wage in each
industrial group was multiplied by a number (weight) representing the
relative number of all male workers engaged in that group of industries
in the particular State. The sum of the products thus obtained, divided
by the sum of the weights, represents the relative aggregate average
wage for that State for the particular year.§

The whole question of weighting was referred to in some detail in
Report No. 1 {Prices, Price Indexes and Cost of Living) of the labour
and industrial branch of this Bureau. With the necessary verbal modi-
ficabions, many of the statements there made and the problems there
considered in regard to the subject of. prices, ete., refer equally to the
question of weighting in other investigations, such as the present. Any
inquirer wishing to thoroughly understand the subject may refer to
that Revort.

The results thug ascertained for the year 1913 were published in
Labour Report No. 2, pp. 28-43.  In the early part of the year 1914
the scope of the inquiry was considerably exiended, and particulars
of the weekly rates of wages in 930 specified industries and 4256

* The fellowing industrisl classification of industries was adopted :—
Classification of Indusiries and Occupations.

I. Wood, Furl;lsinture, Sawmill, Timber- | VIII. Mining, Quarrying, &c.
WOrkers. Gy -
1I. Englneerir’lg, Shipbuilding, Smelting, IX. Railway and Tramway Services.
Metal Works, &c. t
TII. Fog& Drink, and Tobacco, &¢., Mano- X. Other Land Transpors.
uring.
1YV Clothimg, Hata, Doots, Textiles, XL Shipping, Wharf Lakour, &c. .
W
Y. Books, Printing, Bookbinding, &e. - XII. Pastai:al, IAgictﬂtuml. Raural, Hortis -
. cultural, &,
¥I. Other Manufacturing. - XHOT. Domestic, Hotels, ete.
YII Building. XIV. Miacellaneous, P

. 1The summation of the weekly rates of wages divided by the number of occupatione included,

t Though 5 great deal of information as to the number of persous engaged lu diflecent industrics
and oceupations was avaklable from the Census (1911} resolts, it was found impracticable to bring the
classification of these results into llne with the detailed classification of occupations in the various
induetries, 88 set out in the awards, determinntions, ete.

§ The weights used ln the computation of the nverage wage were ag follows :— .

Current Raies of Wages for Adult Male gccupdtions, Weights used for each Indusirial °
. Tonp.

Patticulars, | I. I, | TIL | IV, | V. | VL |VIL |[VIIL | IX,| X. | XT, | XIL|XIIL.| X1V,

N.S.W, .. 138|223 100 .34 65 ] 182 | 252 | 343 | 287 | T4 1137 | 704 ) 134] 002
Yictorin .. | 118 | 195 | 160 95 | B8 | 141 | 190 | 157 | 186 | 54 | 65 | 455, 83 T34
Queensland 67 62 | 108 23| 201 34| 70| 133 | 73| 2T | 45| 952 45 302
5. Austraila 24 71 45 16 13 | 20| 68| 20| 43| 17| 44| 182 24| 223
W.A ustralia | 05 896 | a2 7 8 16| 32142 40 a1 32|18 31| 1568
Tagmania 25 14 17 6 5 7| 20! 49| 10 i 12 | 104 10| 8b .

C'wealth .. | 435 | 608 | 561 | 231 | 109 | 400 | 632 | 863 | 404 | 182 | 385 [1,015] 3390 |2,300
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adult occupations (3948 male, and 208 female}* were included, .
and results obtained thereby to the 30th April, 1914, were
published in Labour Report No. 5, pp. 44-50. Thesc results wers
further analysed, and the number of working hours, which constituted a.
full week’s work in each occupation, was averaged and weighted in a
similar manner to the rates of wages. This course was adopted in order
to overcome the difficulty of making comparisons of the rates of wages in
any specified occupation, owing, in many instances, to a different num-
ber of working hours constituting a full week’s work in separate States.
By dividing the weighted average number of working hours into the
weighted average weekly rate of wage, what for some purposes may be
considered a more adequate standard of comparison was ascertained,
Results obtained from these computations were given for each industrial
group for each State. :

_ Since the 30th April, 1914, the number of cecupations included in
comparative computations have been kept constant, but the particulars
of wages contained in Appendixes VI. and VII to this Report include
thase for many additional occupations. Tn most instances these have
been taken from awards or determinations made subsequent to that
date by industrial tribunals or from agreements registered under State
Acts, or.as a result of direct inquiry.

2. Relative Weekly Wages and Wage Index-Numbers in each
State and for all States, 1914-15, —The arithmetic average of the rates
of wages given in the appendixes referred to furnish the basis for the
computation of relative weighted wages in different industrial groupe
and States. In the following tables particulars are given of the resulis
thus obtained of the weighted average nominal weekly rates of wages
payable to adult workers, male and female, separately, at the 30th
April, 1914, and approximately at the end of each subsequent quarterly
period to the 31st December, 1915, for a full week’s work, in each
State and for all States. In addition index-numbers for each State at
each period are given, based on the weighted average for all States
as the base (= 1000). '

(L) Weighted Average Nominal Weekly Rates of Wages Payable
to Adult Male Workers in each State, 1914-15-—The following tables
shew the weightod average nominal weekly rate of wage payable to adult
male workers for a full week’s work, together with index-numbers for
each State at each specified interval (a) based on the average wage at

- * The weights used Lo the computation of the average woge in female oceupations were nafollows :

Current Rates of Wages for Adult Female Oceupations. Weights nsed for each
Industrial Group. :

’ i IV. LIOLYV. VL XL XIv. -
Particulars. Food, Clothing, Other Domestic, | Mizcellaneous
Drink, ete. | Boota, ete.| Manufactures | Hotels, Sho]pAsslstanta,
- . abe. Clerks, ete.
New South Wales 23 228 ‘ 44 104 124
Victoria . 23 220 57 80 111
Queensland .. i3 a0 g 47 40
Houth Auvstralta. 3 T a2 , 82 -
Weaatern Australia 1 20 .. 20 ‘e
Tagtnania . . . 1 18 , 2 8
Commonwealth ‘e .. 61 781 118 t200 pili 7
{

"+ In Appendixes IV. and V. of that Report, particulare were given of the weeKly ruling rates of
wages o4 the 30th September, 1914, in the number of occupations meationed.
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the end of that period for all States as base { = 1000), and (b) index-
numbers for each State at each specified interval based on the average
for all States at the 30th April, 1914, as base { = 1000).

Weighted Average Nominal Weekly Rates of Wages payable to Adult Male Workers,
for 3 Full Week's Work and Wage Index-Numbers in each State and Commons
wealth, 30th April, 1914, to 31st December, 1915.

{NorE.,—Index-number based on the average wage for the Commonwealth at the

end of each period (= 100¢). The index-numbers in thig table ave
comparable horizontally but are not directly comparable vertically.

Particulara, N.5.W, | Viz. | Q'land, | 5.4, W.A. | Tas. |Cwith.
Ko. of Ocenpations Included .. 874 l o 627 | 507 489 482 3,048
d | & & |« d | n & | s d | 8 A

2,
¢rBg 3|52 B|He 4|62 2152 6|55 1
L0l 984 N55 H86 1’12?1 952 l..(m‘:C
A .

Weighted average | o, .
30“{6\”“’ weehly rate of wage.| 556
Index-numbere, 1

Welghted avemge &, o | & d.| s . s .| A N I
80uh June, } oty rate of wage. | 55 11| 54 ilaz 10 |si 4|62 9|z 7|85 B
I\;}(lie:; ?etgalbera Ve 1,‘1)1]{.f 9323 9;')(3# 933.! 1,13::£ 05% 1,000

elgh average | », | s, b o4 @& | s d | s djoa d| s

B0 BeDt., | wooklyrate of wage. | 56 9|54 7|83 4|5i 5 )62 10|52 8|55 8
Index-numbers. .. | 1,011 82 G0 080 1,132 Daft 1,000
315t Dac Weighted average | s, o, | ¢ | & d.| s d | s d{ & d |« 4
't 4 weeklyrateofwage. | 56 2|54 7|53 6| 54 62 10 2 55 T
Index-numbers. .. | 1,011 932 461 980 1,132 949 1,000
318t Mar Weighted avernge | 5. d. | 8, d. | & d | » s, o, | 5 d |3 4
1015 weeKlyrate-of wage. | 56 3|54 8|53 . 4 [ 54 83 52 a7

Index-numbera. . 1,0

2
Weighted average | oo | » d | 5. d| s d | k4 8. P4
30ty Tane, § weeklyratoof wage.[ 56 S 15é 8|53 4|51 sles 1|63 6|85 7
Index-numbers. .. | 1,016 081 a57 273 1,132 046 1,000
30bh Se Weighted average | «. . ] 8, 4. | 8 d | s d| s d| & 4 d,
g'f'" weekly rate of wage.| 58 10 | 54 11 o 8|54 3|63 11562 56 0
Index numbers. ..{ 1,016 281 959 70 1,122 943 1,000
31k Dec ght—ed average | v. o | s d ] e d, | 8 Al s d |2 d|s 4
" Iyratecfwage.| 57 T I65 3|54 4|54 B163 4|03 3|56 6
Tiex. -nuinbers. .. | 1,019 978 260 068 | 1,121 042 1,000

Nore.~—Index-numbars based on the average wage for the Commonwsalth at the
30th April, 1914 (55.128.), a8 base (= 1000). The index.numbers in,
this 1able are comparable throughout.

Dates, E N.AW.| Vic Q'land. 2.A. WA, Tas., | (with.

30th Apri, 1914 . 101 084 an5 986 1,128 052 1
30th June, 1914 .. .. 1,014 035 Q58 086 1,139 954 1,003
30th September, 914 .. . 1,010 400 Hxg 928 1,140 9568 1,008
3iet December, 1914 . 1,019 490 064 988 1,1 956 A
et March, 1915 L1021 a2 067 284 1,144 57 1,000
J0th June, 1913 .. .. 1,028 092 987 . 084 L, 145 957 1,012
306h September, 1015 .. . 1038 G494 97, 33 1145 958 1,015

- 315t December, 1915 .. | 1,044 1,002 080 902 1,149 G5 1,023

From the ﬁrsb portion of the 1mmed1abely precedmg table it will be
seen that the average weekly wage for adult male workers, as indicated
by index-numbers at the 30th April, 1914, in two States, viz., New

. South Wales and Western Australia, exceeded the weighted average
wage for the Commonwealth. This feature remained comstant in vary-
ing degrees of excess throughout the whole period for which results have

- heen computed.

The second portion of the above bab]e relates to a comparison of the
weighted average weekly wage index-number for each State and all
States, at each different period, with that for the Commonwealth at
the 30th April, 1914, as base ( =1000). It will be seen that the move-
ment in wages since this date has been greatest in New South Wales,
followed in the order named by Queensland, Western Australia, Vie-
toria, Tasmania, and South Awustralia. In New South Wales and
Queensland the increase in vhe weighted average weekly wage has been
upwards of 3 per cent., in Western Australia 2.1 per cent., in Victoria
1.8 per cenb., in Tasmania 1.3 per cent., and in South Awvstralia 0.6
per cent.
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(ii.} Weighied Average Weekly -Bates of Wages Payable- to  Adult
Male Workers in each Industrigl Grroup, 1914-1915.~—The following tabie-
gives particulars in regard to (a) the average weekly rates of wage in
each of the industrial groups, and (b) the weighted average wage for
all .groups combined, as at 30th ‘April, 1914, and at’ approximately
quarterly periods to t.he 31st-December, 1915.
industrial group and all groups, based on the average wage at 30th
“ April, 1914 (-—1000) are given.

Weighted Average Nominal Weekly Ratas of Wages payable to Adult Male Workers.
for a Full Week’'s Work, and Wage Index-numbers in each Industrial Group
30th April, 1914, to 31st December, 1915.

‘Nore.—Index-numbers for sach industrial group and all industrial groups, based.
on the average wage at 30th April, 1914, a2 base (= 1030).

Index-numbers for each

v

and Index-Nuwnmber at—

Weighted Average Nohinal Weekly Rate of Wage,

Industrial Group.
- 30th | 30¢h | soth | 31st | B1st | sosh | s0n | 31me
April, | June, | Sept., | Dec., | Mar., | June, | Sept., | Dec,,
1914, !.9].-1- 1914 | 1914, 19]" 1915, | 1915, | 1915
w TR R I &S N
| Wage, .. i f b z
L. Wood, Furaiture, 8t¢. §jnaaxNg, | 1,000, 1,011) 1,018 1,018 1,039 1019*-1021 1,028
oW ‘ 7du wd' e 57dii§".'dé5?do sdsfibai
. ' age. .. |5 : { 10, & F
- IL. Enginsering, ete. { Index-No, Loog) 1,008 1,012 1012 L1012 vokd Lo2p (058
W ds‘ dég,rc{‘;s. f.;mds. d'éi dls
- age, %) 5. 45 53 55 ‘B 56 67 0
LIi. Food, Drink, ete.  { fqilex" No. 1000 1ooa 1010 Torz) Toai] 1012 Losy 1050
' ) w d’ 3l 52 fgu 33 K ) dti 53 505 5 5 4 ) 4
'Wage. .. LY. b o BT B3 215 2
IV. Clothing, Boots, ete. {rndexiNy 1,000 Lo12| 1,015 1,015 1017 1,007 Lovs| 1,018
’ W 83 E 83 4 63 Tl &3 10 & o BE 4 64 ‘6
. | Wage. .. | 8 5 84 b 64 5| 64
V. Books, Prinbing, ete. pacy.No. | 1,000) 1,008 1,000 1,010/ 1,018 1,018 Lol Lou
1w % %l & EER ENEREEEERER
. nge. .. 55 E &
VL. Other Manufacturing | ypdeyino, | 1,000 1,010] 1,015 1,015 1,018 1,020 1,02? 1,046
| W & il & & 5| 8 %[5 Y& b & Bl s
age .. 5 4 ) i) L] 5
VAL Buiding .. -+ {Index-No. | Loog| L,004] 1,008| 1,008 1,008 1,010 1,010 1,012
' ' (w 5o %l &1 15| 85 Gl 66 Bl & b & 1 S6 G &6 &
sge‘ .. ] 2 85 ]
VII. Mining, et -+ {Index-No, | 1,000 998| 1,000 1001 1,011 1,013 1,018 1,022
w N e BN BN PR PR
age. .. | f L Ead 7 ah af
IX. Ratbvays, ebe. - {naeny | Toon| Tooo| 1000 Looo] 008 oap Lout| 1,020
W R RN EY PR RN &3 s %
- . age. .. 1 11 ) 52 of 53 O 4
X. Other Land Transport { p a8 oo 1,000 1,002) 1,031 1,032 1,034 1,089 1,043 1,045
W, iéndilsdfibfowﬁiﬁhld bﬁi ofusé(';;‘
- . Age. .. ¥ 4 o
XI. 3hipping, ete.t Indes o, | Tooo| ooa| Lo2t| Tozi| Tosy Yozi| Yozl Lors
Cow A A A B B I
age., .. | &4 L 4] & L]
XL Agricultural, ete.® . | S8 o 1,000 10000 1000 1,0000 oal 908 1,005 1,005
(w 7 ol % B b il G 1l e e W s B
y age, .. | 47 7
XILE. Domestic, ete.* .. jyndex-No. | 1,000 1,000 1,019 1,018 1081 1,081 1,081 1,033
W 53 d7‘ 53 do 54 dd 54 0| 53 10] 5 4 5. d:i 51 3
- age. .. | & 53 1 & 53 1 4 3 4 7
XEV. Miscetlaneous ~ Amaerne, | T 1,005 1,008 1,008 1,008 1,012 1,012 1,019
h W ;5 .| =. d. 8. ﬂ:} ;.5 d. g}_ d’f 25 . sﬁ d. gs f%
i age. .. 35 55 T} 548 5
Al Tndustrisl Groupst .- {frage .0 | 85008 30003 3P008] Soos]- Loos| To1a| Tord| o2d
|

* The value of Board and’ Lodging (estlmated at 16e, per week for Sydney, Brisbane, Adelaide,.
Ferth and Hobarg, and at 148, per weak for Melbourne) 18 included where supplaed. in omler
that the results may be comparable with the rates paid 1n other industries.

1 The value of victualling and accommodation (estimated at 458, per month) inciuded where-

‘Supplied. .

+ Weighted average.

In the foregoing table it ma)'; be seen thab the rate of increase in
the weighted average weekly wage in occupations and callings classified
-in the fourteen industrial groups was greatest in Group XI. (Shipping),
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7.8 per cont. This was brought about mainly by substantial increases
granted to seamen and stewards aud pantrymen in the Inter-state mer-
chant service, in the last quarter of the year 1915. The groups next in
order according to percentage of increase in weekly wage are Groups
II. (Engineering, Metal Working, ete.), 5.6 per cent., III. (Food, Drink,
ete.), 5.0 per cent., VI. (Other Manufacturing), 4. 6 per cent., down to
Group XIL. (Agncult.ura,l Pastoral, etc.), 0.5 per cent.” It may be seen
that in seven of.bthe industrial groups the mcrease was less than that
for the whole fourteen groups combined.

- (1) Wea,gkted Average Rates of Waqes payable 6 Adult Female
Workers in cach State, 1914-15.—The first part of ‘the . following joint
table shews the welght.ed average weekly rate of wage payable to adult
female workers for a full week’s work in each State and the Common-
wealth at the 30th April, 1914, and at approximately quarterly periods
to the 3lst December, 1515. Takmg the weighted average wage for
all States at the end of each period as the base (= 1000} index-numbers
for each State are shewn. The second part of the table ishews index-

1 numbers for each State based on the average weekly wage at the end
of each of the periods indicated, computed from the weighted average
wage for all States ab the 30th Aprﬂ 1914 as base ( =1000). Hee note
40 tables on page 59. .

Weighted Average Nominal Weekly Rates of Wages payable to Adult Female Workers
for & Full Week’'s Work, and Wage Index-numbers in each State and Commonwealth,
30th April, 1814, to 31st December, 1915,

“NOTE. —Index number based oa the average wage for the -Comunonwealtl at-the

end of each period {= L000}.

Particulars. N.B.W.| Vie, @&iand. . B.A. i WA, Taz. lC‘\\'lt-h.
“ No, of Occupationa Incinded. -25 87 37 47 | T S 28 1 508
. . Weighted Average | + s | o | & d | 2 | o & s &1 o &
 S0th AL J weekly Tate of wage.| 26 9|27 26 11|24 L|8%7 4128 10127 32
' " Index-No. 084 1,006 Q3% . 885 1,373 950 1,000
30th J Weighted a\'erage # .| & dot oy d | d| s d s d| s 4
ThieT 4 weekly rate of wage. 26 9|27 4|27 0|24 1|37 42 1|2 2
Index-No. 084 1,006 204 885 1,373 P50 1,080
‘20th Sept. Welghted merage g do[ & d d. | s d.| & 4. d. | = 4
- Phr & weekly rate of wage.| 26 10 | 27 0 26 11 (24 1 (37 4|25 10|27 4
Index-No. 432 1 a15 085 881 1.366 045 1,000
318t Dee Weighted averago 8 &, o # | & .| & A ] s o d) e 4
o 4 weeXly rate of w. nge. 26 10 -27 027 1|24 1137 1|2 1W0ier 6
Index-No, 970 L0312 088 B8 1,360 12 1,000
Stat M Welghted uverage g, o | & | 2 L oa d| & x 4.1 s
8 80y 2 weekly rate of wage. 26 10|26 1127 3021 0|37 5l2¢ 3|27

d

s 1
Index-Na, 001 a0 1,003 887 1.382 OBE 1,000
90th June Welghted average | & d.| 2 d.| & d| e d | s d | s A | s d
* < weekly rate of wnge, 27 2126 31,27 2924 0|37 hH|20 3|27 2
Index-No. 1,000 089 1,000 883 1,377 446 1'”::!0

Weighted a.veru.ge 5. .| 7 | s 4 s d. ) a0 | s do b oa, .

30th Bept., weakly rate of woge.| 21§28 10128 Ilioi O3 5)e8 418 3
. Index-No. 1 1 001 088 088 282 1,374 1 )it 1,000

slet Dec Weighted av emge rf 2, d| e do| e A s d. | & d.
i weekly rate of w, age. 27 26 11 26 11 | 24 6| 37 ) 23 02y 4
Index-No . 1,003 985 985 206 1,369 1,026 1,000

Nore.—Index-numbers based on Weighted Average Wage for Commonwealth at
30th April, 1914 (27 19s.) as hase {= 1000). ,

Dates. NBSW.| Vi Q'Tunsd 1 SAL WA, ‘ Tas:- |C'\\'lt.]l.
30th April, 1914 o o 984 1,008 939 B85 1.5758 930 1,000
3th June, 1914 . . 484 L0000 W3 B35 1,372 50k L0400
30th September, 1914 . .. 937 L,022 090 835 1,373 950 1,006
315t December, 1914 .. .. a87 1,022 el B85 1,574 N0 1.008
313t March, 1915 - .. N 087 080 406 883 1578 964 006
30th June, 195 .. i 0ag 430 it 883 157 964 1,000
30th, September, 1915 .0 .. | 1,005 | *© 990 200 a83 | 1376 | 1,081 1goz
31at December, 1915 .. | L0007 400 990 901 1,376 1,031 1,(H5
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From the foregoing tables it will be seen that the general upward
movement in the average weekly wage for adult female workers, as in-
dicated for the whole Commonwealth, has been comparatively small.

(iv.) Weighted Average Rates of Wages Payable to Adult Female
Workers in Industrial Groups, 1914-15.--The following table gives par-
ticulars of the weighted average weekly rates of .wages payable to adult
female workers at the 30th April, 1914, and at approximately quarterly -
periods to the 31st December, 1915, in the industrial groups in which
they are mainly employed, and in all groups combined. Taking the
average wage in each industrial group and for all groups, at the 30th
April, 1914, in each instance, as bhase (= 1000y, index-numbers are
given, computed on the average rate of wage ruling at the end of each
period indicated.

Woeighted Average Nominal Weekly Rate of Wages payable to Adult Female Workers
for a Fall Week’'s Work, and Wage Index-numbers in each Industrial Group,
30th April, 1814, to 31st December, 1915, )

Nore.—Index-number for ench Industrial Group and all Industrial Groups, baged on

the Average Wage at 30th April, 1914, as base {= 1000},

Weighted Average Nominal Weekly Rabe of Wage,
and Index-Nwmber at— .
Indnstrial Group,
aoth | %0th | 30th | 3lst | 31zt | 30th | 30th | Slsk
April, | June, | Bept.,; Dec., | Mar., | Tune, | Sept.,| Dec.,
1014, 1914, 19k4.} 1014, | 1916, | 1915, | 1915. | 1915.
w RN ER LR RN BN
. aga .. =
IL Food, Drink,ete. .. {882 i | S000 T006, To41] 1041] 1049 1,044 1.056) 1,085
W 32 d§§' r!.2 6&1&'; d,;‘f‘g :3;.541.
- | Wage .. 4 AN 4 100 24 11} 24 11} 24 11) 25 7

IV. Clothing, Boots, ete. |yndex.No. | 1,000 1,000 7,008 Too7| 1L007| To07| Lo1o| 1018
w. 82‘6 d %ﬁ d. L ?"T a;,] ;. i 4 a_z’.? a‘l. :2‘? d, f’. d.
N age .. 11 11| 27 2 1 27 4 2 4
V Other Manutacturing {385 N | Togo| 1,000] 1,012 1,003 1.006f 1,008 1,015 1,015
w N RN E RN ER X EX

aAge .. t
X(IL Domestic, Hotels,et0.* {naet no | Tooo| 1,000 Loon| ~ o073 973|073 - g8 — 989
i W ghdz'g'o2§b2§1d’§hd§§b%w%§odﬁ

- age .. 4 5| :
XIV. Miscettaneous .. {pa% N | Yooo| 1,000] 1,006 1,033 - 981] 1,008| - o04| - 997
w R LR ENERENEEERER

| age .. 4 7 1| 87 2

All Groups t - '[Index-No. 1,000 1,000 1,006| .1,008| _ 007| 1,000 1,008 1,008

© * Inecluding the value of Board and Lodging {estimated at 15s. per week) for Sydney, Brisbane,
Adelaide, Perth, and Hobart, and (estimated at 14a. per week) for Melbourne, where supplied, In order
that the teaults may be comparable with the rates paid in other induvstries. '

t Weighted average,

T

3. Relative Hours of Labour and Hourly Rates of Wages, 1914
and 1915 --The rates of wages referred to in the preceding paragraphs
of this Section relate to the minimum rates payable for a ful] week’s
waork. It should be observed, however, that the number of hours which
constitute a full week's work differs in many instances, not only as he-
tween various trades and occupations in each individual State, but also
as between the same trades and occupafions in the several States.- In
order to secure what may be for some purposes a more adejuate stan-
dard of comparison, it is therefore desirable to reduce the data given
in Appendixes VI, and VIL to a common hasis, viz., the rate of wage
per hour. Parbticulars are given in the following table, classified ac-
cording to States for male and female occupations separately at‘.30'th
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April, 1914, at 315t December, 1914, and at 31st, December, 1915.1 These
particulars relate to (a} the weighted average weekly wage, (b} the
weighted average number of working hours constituting a full week's
work, and (c) the weighted average hourly wage. It should be observed
that the weighted average weekly wage relates to all industrial classes
combined, and includes the value of board and lodging where supplied
in land occupations and the value of victualling in marine occupa-
tions,§ whereas the number of working hours and the hourly wage
relate to all industrial classes other than Groups XI. (S8hipping), and
XII. (Agricultural, Pastoral, etc.}. Owing to the fact that many of the
occupations included in these two groups are of a casual or seasonal
nature, and.that the hours.of labour in these occupations are not gene-
rally reghlated either by awards or determinations of industrial tribunals
or otherwise, the necessary data for the computation of the average num-
ber of working hours are not available.

The general effect of reducing the rates of wages to a common
basis (i.¢., per hour) is to decrease the amount of the difference shewn
when comparing the weekly wage in the several States., In Western
Australia, however, the fact that the average working hours per week
in male occupations is less than in any other State causes a corresponding
increase in the hourly rate of wage as compared with the other States.

Weighted Average Nominal Weekly and Hourly Rates of Waged payable to Adult
Workers, and Weekly Hours of Labour, 30th April, 1914, 31st December, 1914,
and 81st December, 19185.

Date. Particulars, lN‘S.W.| Vig, \Q‘land. 5.4, l W.A. | Tas, | C'with.
MALLE WORKERS.
Weekly Wage* AN ar: g ld &l sld &l &
y cekly Wage* .. 4 55 1
sothlétﬂril, Working Hourat 4942 | 4380 | 48.78 [ 4860 | 47.78 | 48.62 | 48.0%
. Hourly Waget .. | 12.93d.| 13.88d.| 13.45d.] 15.844. 18.334.| 13.024, | 13.96d.
g, a4, | 5. & | s d {35 d j& & | s £ )]s d
318t Dee Weekly Wage* .. |56 2 54 7. | 53 6 B4 5 82 10 62 8 55 7
1914 Working_Hours{ 49,35 43,06 .| 48.64 48.69 48,18 43.62 48.87
+ | { Hourly Waget .. |14.114. |18.824. | 13.95d. | 13.864. | 18.37d.| 13.07d.| 14.004.
g, | 8 d & d | s A4 |5 od ]| e do| s d
I1at Dee Weekly Wage* .. [ 57 7 55 3 54 4 bd 8 63 4 B3 2 56 6
e 1915, Working Hourat 49.28 48 50 48.56 48.50 43,12 43,56 4877
- Hourly Wagef .. | 14.50d. | 14.054.{ [4.07d.| 13.98d.] 16.504.| 13.20d.| 14384
FEMALE WOREKERS,
&, d. &, d, g 4. g, 4. 5. d. &, g, d,
20tk April Weekly Wage .. |26 0 27 4 28 11 24 1 37 4 26 10 a7 2
1'01‘;" '|4 Working Hougz .. | 40.34 48.54 44,32 49,33 48,69 50,76 49.08
' Hourly Wage .. 6 51, 6.72d.| 6.484.] 5.85d. 9.204.] 6.114 8.04d
a.vd. | & d | s & [ & |8 d | & §. d
31at Dee Weokly Wage .. 1 26 10 27 9 27 1 24 1 AT 4 25 10 7 5
914, Working Hours .. | 49.34 48.54 49.82 49,53 40.44 50.76 49.11
» | | Hourly Wage .. 6.53d. 6.87d,| 6.634.| G.86d.| 0,084, 6.11d. | 6.704
. . s dop s o | & o | 8 A A A o8 do | o8
318t Deo. Weokly Wage .. |27 b 26 11 24 11 24 6 37 5 28 0 27 4
B 955 |3 Working Honrs .. | 49.45 | 48.46 | 4984 | 40,35 | 49.88 | 50.14 | 40.12
4 Hourly Wage .. 6.65d. | 6.67d.| 6.484. 6.964.| 9.01d.| 8.71d 6,084,

* Weighted sverage weekly wage in all industrial classes combined. . 4
+ Welghted average working hours per week, and computed hou:ljg rates of wage for allinduatrial
clasees excepting Classea X1, { Shjpxing. ebe. b, and X1T. {Agricoltural, Pastorsl, ete.). Working hours
}és;ve no%l beendﬁli.iamlly repulated by industrial tribunala for oecupations ¢lassified In induetrial
YL . Y .

1 Dstaila with respect to particulars in indwstrial classes have been poblished as follows :—To
30th Aprlt, 1914 (Labour Report No. 5, pp. 448 ; to 3lst December, 1914 (Labour Bulletin No, &,
p. 258-2: o 3ist March, 1815 (Labgur Buolletin No. &, pp. 68-T1); {o 30th Juae, 1915 (Labour
Bulletin Ho, 10, pp, 170-8%; to 30th Saptember, 1915 {Labour Bullelin No. 11, pp. bas.§ 1 and to
31st Degember, 1915 (Labour Bulletln No. 12, pp, 413-.4). .

§ In Sydaey, Brisbane, Adelaide, Perth, and Hobari; the value of Board and Lodging haa besn
nasessed by Awards and Determinations at 168, per week. In Melbourne It hag been determined by a
Wages Board ot 143, per week, The value of victnalling in shipa las been a3sessed by the Common-
weaith Arbiteation Court at 458, per month.
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From-the foregoing table. it may be seen that with the exception of
Western Australia, there has been a steady diminution in the number
of working hours, constituting a full week’s work in male occupations.
On the other, hand -excepbing in Victoria and Tasmania, the hours of
work in female occupations have shewn a slight increase. The effect of
these changes on the hourly rate of wage as compared to the general
increase in the weekly wage is readily-seen from the comparative index-
numbers given ih the following table.” In. each -instance (male and
fernale occupations separately) the basis taken is the weighted average
for the Commonwealth at the 30th April, 1914, as base ( = 1000).

Belatwe Index-numbers for Weekly and Hourly Weighted Average Wage, 30th April,
1914, $1st Degember, 1914, and 31st December, 1915,

NcrrE: —Welghted Average' for the Commonwealth at 30t]1 April, 1914, a8, base

{= 1000).
Date. Particulare. NBAY, I Vie. | Qland.| 8.4, I WA, 1 Taa, | C'with |
A MALE WOREERS,
:wth A‘pril, Weekly Wage . | 1,011 984 955 | 986 | 1,128 952 | 1.000
Hourly Wage .. 008 830 863 9491 L,170 935 1,000
3lst Dec, 1 Weekly Wage -.. | 1,010 990 069 088 | 1,140 056 | 1,008
1914, Houcly Wage ~ . 1,010 00 085 902 1,173 930 1,009
81st Dec " Weekly Wage .. | 1,044 1,002 936 92 1,140 0G5 1,023
1915. Hourly Wage .. | 1,038 1,006 1,008 1,001 1,182 940 1,030
FEMALE WOREERS
30(:.]1 Apnl Weekly Wage .. 984 | 1,008 030 B84 1,378 950 1,000
914, Hourly Wage .. 00 1,021° 7 881 1,388 H20 1,000
sm Dec., | Weekly Wage .-|-~987 | 10022-- 096- 835 | 1,373 850 | 1,008 .
1414, Houwrly Wage .. 283 1,035 253 31 ) 1,564 020 1,000
81st Dec,, | Weekly Wage -. |- 4007 | 990 990 o1 .| 1,376 | 1,081 [ 1,006 -
1915, Hourly Wage .. | L002 1,005 oTh 898 1357 | Lo01 1,006
! . . .

It ‘may be seen that the effect of the shorter working hours for male
workers in each week ‘as between the 30th April, 1914, and the 31st’
December, 1915, equals an increase of 0.8 per cent. on the relative
hourly rate in New South Wales and Victoria, 1.4 per cent. in Queens-

" land, 0.1 per cent. in South Australia, and 0.7 per cent. for the whole
Commonwealth. In Tasmania conditions remained normal, whereas in
Weslern Australia the increase in” working hours made a dlﬁ’erence of,
0.9 per cent. deprecmtlon in the relative hourly wage. |

v
Il . N

SECTION VIII —VARIATIONS IN NOMINAL AND EFFEC‘I'IVE
WAGES.

' Ganeral. _:E‘l‘om the beginning- of the year 1913, records have
been kept of all changes in rates of wages and hours of tabour, the~
number of workiers affected, and the methods by which such changes
are brought about.  The results of these records have been published 1n-
the quarterly Labour Bulletins and in Labour Report No. 5. In order
to supplement the results thus obtained, investigations have been made
regarding rates of wages in past years with a view to shewing their
general trend in.each State and mm various industrial groups.  'the
methods adopted for the collettion of the data and computation of the’
results were explained in Report No. 2 (see pages 23-4), and will not.
be repeated here. The particulars given in this Section shew variations



