8 INTRODUOTION,

bureaux, assisted and nominated immigrants, accidents, and cognate
matters. Although the work of collecting the necessary information
and of keeping in touch with industrial conditions and matters through-
out the whole Commonwealth from a single burean centralised in Mel-
bourne is necessarily onme of some difficulty and magnitude, it is felt
that the conspectus which is thus given of the industrial affairs of the
entire Commonwealth fully justifies the -efiort, and is-essential o the
proper control and direction of Australia’s development in this regard.

‘On return to the -central Bureaun, the particulars -given -on ‘the
forma are examined and checked, .and in .case -of any discrepancy or
apparent ‘inconsistency, the forms are returned for verification -and
correction,

Tt s gratifying to note that the response of all persons has been, on
the whole, satisfactory, and the thanks of the Bureau are due to many
who went to a certain amount of irouble and personal inconvenience
in order to obtain the desired information :from .the books wof .their
Associations and from other sources. In one or two cases, however,
legal proceedings had to be taken under the penal provisions «of the
‘Census and ‘Statistics Act 1905, and-sibstantial penalties were imposed.

3. Clagsification of Industries.—For the purpose of tabulating
and publishing the results of the investigations which have been made
in regard to labour organisation, unemployment, rates of wages, indus-
‘trial disputes, etc., the following industrial classification -of trades and
occupations has been adopted :—

iClassification.of Industries:and:Occupations.

1. | Wood, Farniture, Sawmill, Timber- VIIL. | Mining, Quarries,.&c.
workers, &e.

TL. | 'Engineering, Shipbuilding, Smelf- TX, | Reilway -entl ‘Tramway Ser-
ing, Motal ‘Works, &c. wviees.

III. | ‘Food, Drink, and Tobaceo Manu- X, | Other Land Transport.
facturing and Dissribution, .

IV | Clothing, Hats, Boots, Toxtiles, XI | Shipping, Wharf Labour, &c.

Rope, Cordage, &e.

V. | Books, Printing, Bookbinding, &e. XII. | Pastoral, Agriculturdl, Raural,
Horticultural, &ec.

VI. | Other Manufacturing. X111, | Domestic, Hotels, &o.

VII. | Building. XIV. | Miscellaneous.

SECTION H.--LABOUR ORGANISATIONS.

1. General.—In Report No. 2 the method :adopted -in :ascertain.
ing the mumber of members in labour organisations :throughout :the
Commonwealth was outlined, and ‘the results, tabulated up o ‘the end
of 1912, were given. From the "heginning of 1913 quarterly :returns
‘have been obtained from a considerable number ¢f trade runions, both
as to membership and unemployment, and 'this 'was supplemented :at
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the. end: of: the year. by-special inquiries: as to the:membership ofi those
unions which, owing to the nature of' the: callings and industries
covered, were unable to furnish quarterly unemployment returns. The
following: pagess shew the general situation in-regard to the trades
union movement in the Commonwealth at the present time, and also
ita development since the year 1906: Similar particulars for 1891 and
1901 were published.in Report No. 5. It is now fully recognised by
all! concerned that the affairs of no single union are disclosed in the
published: results, It is, perhaps, almost unnecessary to add that the
investigations ‘are based upon an impartial review of the evidence, and
are. used solely for general statistical purposes. The wide recognition

of. thisi has led to a more cordial readiness to assist the Bureau in’

securing complete information.

2. Development. of Trade- Unions in_ Australia, 1906 to- 1915.—
The following table shews for the years specified the total number of
trade: unions in, the Commonwealth, and the. number and.membership
of those unions for which membership is- available.  The estimated
total membership of all unions for' years prior to 1912 is shewn in the
last line of the table,

Number: and: Membership of Trade Unions' in' Commonwealth at end of each,
Year,, 1908. to 1915.

Particulors, 9067 | 1007, | 1908, | 1009, | 1910. | 1911, | 1012, | 1813, | 1014, | 1915,

Total Number
of Unlons .. 302, 323 378 419 482 573 821 710 712 713
No:of Unloass ‘
for which
meamhbershlp-
avallable .. 53| 2REL 334} 375 42| 542, 621 710 712 713
Membership of
these Unions | 147,040) 172:810| 212483 244 747| 277,047] 844,000| 433;224(:407,025 BLII2FH 528 081
Estimated Totali-
Memhbershlp-
of all Unkona | 175,520, 194,602 240,475] 273;461] 302,119} 364,722

These figures shew that the number of unions in I9ES: wast more
than: double. the. number im 1206. The estimated: membership during
the same periodr increased three-fold.  The: estimated increase in mem-
bership- in any one. year was greatest in 1912, when-it amounted to

68,492, and least in. 1915, when it was only 4760. The:increase. in: the:

year. 1914 was 25,346, and in 1915 4760

In this connection:it. should be remembered that those members of I

trade unions who: had joined the: Expeditionary Forces ab.the end* of the
yoars 1914 and. 1915 are not included: in the membership for those
years:

3. Number and- Membership of Tiade Unions and Branches,
1912, 1913:. 1914 and! 1915 The-following table gives particnlars of the
numberiof ‘tradé unions; tlie number of branch unions, and the number
offmembers in each State- and the Cormmmonwealtl at the end of 1992,
1913, 1914 and 1915 :

.
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- Number _61_ Trade Unions, Branch Unions and Membershlp, a.t end ot Years ‘

1912, 1913, 1914 and 1915 > R
Year. ‘ N.S.W.\ Vie: ]Q'Iand sk | wa | T ggg:;n “Potal. .'c'wnh.
NQ. OF SEPARATE UNIONS,

1012 ... | 19r 1 os | o7 | 78| o7 51 S [T T
1913 -0 | 201 | 182 . 94 86 | a0ve! eo | - BN ovig | wase
1914 o | 197 | 170 l 86 87 j 107 62 [~ 3] 712 |30
1815 1 203 | 161 80 87_|. 104 86 | 34 73 |. .15

NO. OF. BRANCHES. : ' '
w2 .| 153 | 241 228 | ez | "1 33 | v Liee 11,405 -
1919 .70 55 | 202 [ 230 74 | 174 | 60 4 .. | Lads .| fLees.
to1e .. | bp8 | 314 | 224 55 | 214 62 | .. :Twer | iz
w5 | ol w2 | 24 oa | 203 63 | 1 |"iess | f1937

NO. OF MEMBERS -
kd 1 . . il T

1052 .. |192,626 {116,557 | 44,768 | 37,336 | 33,282 | 8,685°| -.. '|433:224 {uss2ed™
1013 .. 2300677 |130)176 | 510683 | 40.081 | 85,317 | 10,001 | ..  |4d7025 |497.925 .
1914 ... |240,023 |138:810 | 55,580 | 40,956 | 35,106 | 9149 | 6a7'|523.271 [528271
1915 1 |Sarore |1aT0es | 580310 } 30/26¢ | 33'0s0 | 0846 | , 1,150 [538:081 | s2siast |

PERCENTAGE INCREASE IN MEMBERSHIP, | ; R
wis .. | 120] el wus{ wr] 08| wmse| .. |Fus 118"
191 O 11| es| 78| - 22| ‘79| we| o 5.1 51
915 .. o8| 23l a9l il el ‘zel Fea| o8 0.9

* Allowing for inter-3tate excess. The flgures represent the number of distinét orgonisations
and' Inter-State groupa of organisations in the .Commonwealth. They do not mptesent. the total
number of organisntions which are procticalty independent and seli-governing. —(3ee remarks below),
1 Includes not only branches of scparate 3tate unions and sub-branches in epch St..\t.e ol' lnber
btati.. unions, but also head St.at.s br.mches of mter State unjons, . § De creaae [

' : |

In the above table, under headmg the * Number of Separate
Unions,” each union represented in a State is countéd only once, re-
gardless of the number of branches in that State. 1n paking the
total numbher of separate unions in the Commonwealth {see last co]umn
but one), it is obvious that, in the case of inter-State and: similar uhiohs,
there will be duplication, since each such union is counted once in cach
State in which it has any branches. 1In the figures Speclﬁed m t.he
last column, deduction is made for this duplication.., 7 .

Except in the last column, the Number of Branches indicates the
number of branches of State head offices, whick may, of course, them-
selves be branches of an inter-State or larger organisation. State branches
of inter-State or federated unions, as well as sub-branches within a -
State, are included under the heading “ bramches” in the last column.
It should be observed that the schemes of organisation of these’
inter-State or federated umions vary greatly in . character, and the’
number of separate Commonwealth unions does not fa.lrly .represent
the number of praclically independent orgamisations in’ Australia. .In
some of these unions the State organisations are bound toget.her under
a system of unification with -centralised control, while in others the
State units are practically independent and self-governing, the federal"
bond being loose and existing only for one or two specified purposes.

. The.increase in ‘membership in 1913 -was ‘equal to 11.5., in 1914
to 5.1, and in 1915 to 0.9 per cent.” The increase ih- population from*
1212 to 1913 amounted to 1.02 per centi,, and from 1913 to 1914.1.4 per..
cent. in the total population of the: Commonwea.]t.h"lﬁ‘rom ]914 ta 1915
therewasashghbdecrease AL PP S I
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In 1914 and 1915, leaving out the Northern Territory, the increase
was greatest in Queensland. There was a decrease in membership in
Tasmania in 1914, and in South Australia and Western Australia in
1915,

4. Number of Unions and Membership in Industrial Groups, 1914
and 1915. —The following table gives the number of nnions and member-
ship in Industrial Groups in each State. The number of unions specified
for each State refers to the number of different unions represented in
each State; that is to say, inter-State or federated wnions are counted
once in ‘each State in which they are represented, but sub-branches
within a State are not counted. TIn order to avoid disclosing the
affairs of individual unions, in cases where there are only either one
or two unions in any group in a State, the membership is not given
separately, but is included in the total ﬁgures for the State and Com-
monwealth,

Number of Unions and Membership in Industrial Groups m each State,
December. 1914.

Indnstrlal Gronps, lN.S,W.l vie, | Q. | 5 A, ‘ WA, | Tas. 'I!E‘tlg]rl;i Total.
NUMBER OF UNIOXS.

I, Wood, Furniture, ebe. 3 4 2 4 4 3 . 20
1. Engineerlng Motal Works, el.c‘ 13 iz} 1t 11 a 4 i %
1I, Foods, DNrink, Tobacco, eto. 21 1] id 9 11 B i 0
Iv. Clothmgs Hat.a, Boot-s, etc‘ .. 1in 1n 2 3 3 2 e a0
¥, Books, Printing, ste, .. o O 2 2 5 2 e 20"
Vi, Other \hnufacturing .. .. 25 a3 & 12 9 & . 80

Vll Building .. 17 16 10 8 10 i 1 ay
¥YIIl, Mining, Qu‘u'ries ete. .. 15 3 1 2 3 2 . a7
1X. Rajlway and l‘mmway Ser\'lcea 6 4 7 4 7 4 . b4
X, Qther lend Tnnsport. N =3 1 3 2 4 2 3
X1 Shipping, .. 14 8 17 g 1 8 - a3
XII, Pastoral, Agrlcull.nral ‘ate. .. 3 3 L 1 2 1 . 11
XIIL Domestic, Hotels, ete. .. 7 A 1 2 7 .. .. 22
X1y, Miscsllaneons .. .. 40 41 18 18 26 16 1 16¢
Total .. .. N .. 197 170 13 87 107 a2 3 712

NUMBER OF MEMBERS,

1. Wood, Furniture, ete. 0,758 5,233 * 1,237 602 v | ¥17,988
. hngineering, Metal Works, etc‘ 10,742| 12,618 3,045 3,920 434 * A
11l. ¥Fooda, Drink, Tobaceo, ete. .. | 17,9080 11422 8045 2,249 A55 .. 39,769
1V, Clothins Hat&, Boots, ‘ate. .. 7,021 7,928 * 879 - . 110,159
V. Pooks, Printing; ete, .. .. | +400] 5425 . . . 8,358
VI, Other \lnnufacl.urllls . | 15,1850 9,394 674 1,705 174 . 29,002

¥II. Buikling .. oo 16098 11,912 3158 2,482 470, . 36,508
VILL. Mines, Quarries, etc .. 24,590 5,044 . * * .. 39,738
1X. R.ailway and ‘ramway Sarvlces 39.192; 15,0%30] 4,623 4,045 1,027 .. 71,260

X, Other Land Transport ‘e 6,306 6764 2,026 * * .. 17,687

XF, Shipplng, ete. .. o. | -2L,353) 11,652 4,871 4,480 T80 - 44,5636

X1I. Fastoral, lfriculi.ural ‘ete. .. 17,416) 10,357 . . . e 44 593

XIII1. Domestice, tels, ete, .. 4,848 3,461 * . . 11,135
XIV. Miscellaneous .. .. .- 89 102 23 .861[ 17.390) 10,407 9,363 :1 833 * 11101808
Total .. .. .. .. | 240,023/ 138,810 £0,956) 38.106] 9,140 4047 | 523,271

* Mot available for puhllcatlon separately ; Included in State and Commonwealth Totals,
"} 1ncomplete, see footuote, $ Includes mumbnrslui) of Industriai Group XII, in Western
Allst.ll;glm § Memberahip of Groups II., VIE and XIV. included in the South Auwstralian
s bera. .
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Number of Unions and Membership in Industrial Groups in each State,
December, 1915,

Indnsbrial Groups. | N.S.W.J] Vie. | @'d. | §.A. ! W.A, l Tas. | THVO | por,
NUMEER OF VKIONS,

1. Wood, Furniture, ate, . 3 - ] 3 4 3 20

1I. Engineenng, Metai Worka
18 22 12 11 8 B 1 krd
10I. Foods Drlnk Tolmcco etc 21 16 5 9 12 @ 72
IV. Clothing, Hat.s, Boots, ete. | 10 | -8 2 8 3 ;] 31
Y. Books, Printing, etc, .. o 10 2 2 5 2 30
VI. Other Mnnuta.cturing .. 25 21 [) 12 o & 78
VII. Building . 17 14 9 8 10 4 1 63
VIII. Mining, Quarties, etc. . 18 3 1 2 g | -2 27
IX, Rajlway& mmwayﬂervices [} 4 5} 4 7 i 31
X. Other Land Transport 8 6 4 a 2 2 24
XTI. Shipping, ete 17 7 17 9 g 8 668
XIT. Paatoral, .glglcu]tural etc By 3- 1 1 2 1 12
XII1. Domesuc, otels, ete, .. 7 B 1 a 5 o 20
X1V, Miscellan¢ous ... .. 42 37 21 19 28 16 1 162
Total .. .. .. | 208 | 161 80 | &7 | w4 86 3 718

NUMBER OF MEMBERS,

1. Wood, Furniture, etc, . 5,107 4,912 w a58] 3,121 563 .. | T14,602

1L, Englneering, Metal Worka
22,1791 13,43 4,005 4,228 2,750 £99] . 47,104
III. Fl}ods Drink Tobm}co, etc 17,6004 ll) 5060 5,962 2039 1,183 1,154 . 33,504
1V, C]othms, Hat.s, Boots, ebe. 7,805 11 325 ¥ 080 263 525, o (120,708
V. Booka, Printing, ete. .. 5111 3,563 * ~ 400 * .. 10,784
¥I. Other Ma.nuiact.u.rmg .. | 16,203 10,975 g20 1,871 1,778 194 .. 30,848
VII. Bulldin " vo | 16,441 12.400)  3,344) 3,337 1,805 412 * 3? 739
VIiI. Mines, Quarries, ete. .. | 19,408 4418 % . 4746 * .. | ss0z4
I1X. Ralwa TmmwaySer\'lees 41,564 14,13 6,43 4,008 7,046/ 1,000 . 76,482
X. Other Land Transport . 5,063 68,7421 2,175 * * - .. 17,208
XI. Shipping, etc. 20,4200 11,331 4,823 4,387 1,179 763 e 42,003
XIT. Pastoral, Atr]cult,ura.l ete. 14,360| 10,103 = - - * .. 40,334
X111 Domestic, Hotels, ete, *. 4,656 2,357 * * 1,656 . i 0,260
XIV. Miscellanéons .. .. | 46.017| 23,702 18,138 10,225/3 10,146 1,308 + [107975
Total .. .. . 241,979, 141,993] 53,310' 99,264]_ 35,980 9,343} §1,159} 528,031

* ot available for publication teparately; included in State and Commonwealth Totals.

1 Incomnplete, see foctnote®, $ Includes membership of Industrial Groups, X, and X11.
in Western Australia. § Memberahip of Groups Ii. VIL and XIV. included in Soutll
Australian i_memherrm

5. Number of Male and Female Members of Unions, 1914 and 1915.
—The total membership of trade unions in Australia at the end of
1914 was 523,271, consisting of 500,686 males and 22,585 females, and at
the end of 1915, 528 031, consisting of 499,160 males, ‘and 28 ,871 females.
The correspondmg ﬁgures for 1913 were 497,925, and 20 264 respec-
tively. In 1912 and 1913, the male memhersh1p was 95. $ per cent ,
and the female membership'4.1 per cent. of the total union membership
in 1914 the percentages were 95.7 and 4.3, and in 1915, 94.5 and 5.5
respectively.

Of the 28,871 -female members of trade unions in 1915, 14,408, or
50.0 per cent., are included in Groups IV. (Clcrthmg, Hadts, Boota etc)
and XIII. {Domestlc, Hotels, etc.).

6. Percentage of Male and Female Members of Umons on Total
Number of Employees 20 years of age and over, 1914 and 1915.—
The results of the Census taken i in 1911 shew the percentage of male and -
female employees (i.e., persons “ in receipt of wages or salary,” and per:
sons “ unemployed’”), 20 years of age and over, on the total male and
female population. Applying these percentages to the éstimated totdl”
male and female population in 1914 and 1915, the estimated number of
adult employees of each sex in 1914 and 1915 is obtained.
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The following table shews separately for males and females and for
each Btate (a) the number of members of trade unions, (b) the esti-
mated total number of employees of each sex, 20 years of age and over,
in all professions, . trades, and occupations, and (c) the percentage of
the former {a) on the latter (b). It should be pointed out that the
estimated total number of employces comprises oll persons (over the
age specified) in receipt of wages or salary, as well as those unemployed ;
the estimate therefore includes a large number of adults who are either
not eligible at all for membership of any trade union (such as certain
persons employed in professional occupations) or who, while eligible
for membership in so far as the nature of their trade or occupation is
concerned, do not reside.in a locality which is covered by -any union
embracing their particular trade or occupation. It is also proper
to observe that the age at which persons are eligible for membership
varies in different unions. The Census results are classified in quin-
guennial age groups, and the sum of the groups 20 years of age and
over ig taken as more closely approximating to the average age of
admission to membership than that of any other groups.
Porcentage of Male and Female Mombers of Unions on Estimated Total Number
ot Male and Female Employees, 20 years of Age and over, in all Professions,
Trades, and Occupations, at end of Year, 1914.* "o

Particulars, . N ,S,W.‘ Vic.

v y ol Korth '
Q'land 5.4, ' W.A,‘ Taa. Tert. 'Cwlth‘

. MALES,

b3

. ¢ t
Ko. of Membera of Unions 231,394, 126,033 54,280 30,713 36,%43) 8,B3)) 847 500,636 |
Estimated Total Ho. of En-
ployees 20 yra, of age & over | 330,076 258,052 140,078] 81,245 £1,224] 25260 1,778 078,720
Parcent, of Membets en Tati- .
mated Total No. Empioyesa 837 500 38.7] 8.8 45 4 23 Zi 361 512

"FEMALES,
I i 3
No. of Members of Unions .. 8,027 908272 1,320 1,243] 1,283 280 . 22,585
Estimated Total No. of Em-
ployees 20 yrs. of nge & over | 79,504 78,026 25,555 18,310) 12,827 7,400 . 683|221 485
Parcent, of Members on Lsti-

. Inated Total No. Employess 10.9 127 52 a8 10 OI 3.5 Ve 102

Peréentage olt' Male and Female Mombers of Unions on Estimated Total
- Number of Male and Female Employees, 20 years of Age and over, in all
' Professions, Trades, and Ocoupations, at end of Year 1915.* .

Particulars. - |N‘S.W‘] Vie. | Qland.| S.A. | W.A, | Tas. %\Tthn. C'with.
. . err,
) MaLEs,
HNo. of t-l(‘s{tf"i"bt?r? N(_Jf Ufnﬁi:onsl L. |250,060{ 120,078 58,468 A7.070) 34500] 8930| 1,155 409,160
Estima otal No. of Employees| . _
20 years of age and over .. |374,5331250,604 138,841 78,720| 77,660| 34,647 2,018 057,110
Percent. of Members on Eatimated
Total No. Employees R . A A SL.5 40.7 13.2 44.5 25,8l 57.3 52,2
FEMALES,
No. of MetllnTbersloI& Un%oas Toye: 11,010 12,015 1,842 “1,204] 1,300] 416 4| 28,871
Estlmatad Total No. of Employees) - . . . _
50 years of age and over .. 1 81,434] 78,936 20,124 18,730) 12,880 7,508 76| 225,588
Parcent. of Members oh Estimated| . - ] s
Total No. Employees. . 135 16. 4| 7.1 8.9 IO,Si 55 5.3 12.8

* Corrgsponding figures for 1912 will be found m Repori o, 2, page 12, andt LR
for 1913, in Report No. 5, page 10,
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7. Qlassification of Trade Unions in (ommonwealth according to
Number of Members, 1912, 1913, 1914 and 1915.—The following table
shews the number-and membership of all trade unions in the Common-
wealth in 1912, 1913, 1914 and 1915, respectively, classified according to
size. In this table inter-State unions are, of course, only counted onece .—

Classification of Trade Uniong in Commonwealth according to Number of

Members at end of Years, 1912, 1913, 1914 and 1815.

10,000 5000 2000 1000 500 800 200 100 50
Clagsifi- nd and and and and and and anrd and | Under Potal
eatlon.| &° under | under | under | wader | under | under | under | under By, ‘
OFSL. 1 10,000.| 5000. | 2000, [ 100G. | B500. | 300. | 200, | 100.
NUMBER OF UNIONS,
1M T 15 26| 43 32 32 39| o7 T2 70| 408
1613 B 17 20| 35| 45 47 24| a1 84 62 432
1814 8 -17 20 39 52 45| 32! Te 67 60 430
1915 o 14 30 41 44 35 34 69 63 T4 415
|
MEMBERSHIP,
1912) 132,385 00,718] 70,614 80,552 22,5850 12934 o483 0.323 5100] 2 26s| 438.224
1913| 176,188| 121,710[ 75,357 48,988] 32,154 17,994] 6,408] 11,326 5,014] 1ous|497.¢25
1914| 176,167 125,021] B84,30% 59,350 37 141| 16,439) 7,808 10141 4,678 2,195/523,271
1015| 186,755( 122,000 80,205} 61,264 50,851 18,405 8,308 0,408 4,537 2 809{533,081
PERCENTAGL OF TOTAL MEMBERSHIP.
101%] 30.5 23.0 18.4 14‘0| b 3 2.8 2.2 2.2 1.2 0.5 LHLO
1913 354 24.4 15.1 98 G.5 3.6 2 2.3 E2 0.4 10L,0
1914 33.6 23.9 16.1 114 71 32 1 5 1.9 09 04 0D
1915 35‘3| 23.1 14.9) i1.é. 5.8 25 1.0[ 1.8 0.9 0.5 1900

It will be seen that at the end of the year 1912 the seven largest
unions (in the group 10,000 and over) comprised 132,335 members, or

no less than 30.5 per cent. of the total membership of all unions.

In

1913 there were nine unions, in 1914 eight unions, and in 1915 nine
unions in this group, and in each of the years specified their membership
comprised over 30.0 per ceni. of the total membership of all unions.

The membership of the unicons in the next group (5000, and under
10,000 comprised in each year specified over 20 per cent. of the total

membership of all unions.

The percentage in these two groups amoun-

ted to 53.5 in 1912, 598 in 1913, 57.5 in 1zl4, and 58.5 in
1915, of the total membership in those years,

8. Number and Membership of Interstate or Federated Trade Unions
in Commonwealth at end of Years 1912, 1913, 1814 and 1915. —The
following table gives particulars of inter-State or federated trade unions
having branches in two or more States. The figures given include
inter-Btate unions registered under the Commonwealth Conciliation
and Arbitration Act, as well as federated wuions which are not so
registered :—
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Number and Membership of Interstate or Federated Trade Unions in Commonwealth
at the end of Years 1912, 1913, 1814 and 1915.

UNIONS (QPERATING IN—

PARTIOULARS, TOPAL,
2% States. | 3 States. | 4 States. | 5 Statas, | *§ States.

HNumber of Unlonz, 1912 20 11 17 i4 10 72
1

" o 013 18 i1 16 18 7 "8
it N 19i4 18 9 14 ia -2 7%
; . 1915 17 11 14 18 23 81
Number of Members, 1012 | 81,358 | 18,137 | 85517 | 43548 | 131,201 219,771

" i 1913 31,003 13,3389 73,188 54,202 180,697 302,
N ” 1914 | 28,423 7,853 64,040 67,427 190,084 .
v " 1915 21,700 10,426 73,780 76,0833 197,810 379,837

* Three upions in this Rmu% bave, in additlon to branchss in each of the six States, s
ranch in the Nocthern Territory.

Tt will be seen that in 1915 81 oub of the 415 separate assoclations
and groups of associations are organised on an inter-State basis.  The
membership of these 81 unions amounts to 379,837, or 71.9 per cent, of
‘the total membership (528,081) of all unions. The number of inter
State or federated unions in 1912 was 72, comprising 64.6 per cent., in
1913, 78 comprising 70.8 per cent., and in 1914 79 compriaing 68.0 per
cent. of the total membership of all unions.

9. Central Labour Organisations.—In each of the -metropolitan
towns, as- well as in & number of other industrial centres,
delegate organisabions, consisting of representatives from a group
~ of trade unions, have been "established. Their revenus is raised
by means of a per capita tax on the members of each affiliated union.
In most of the towns where such central organisations exist, the
majority of the local unions are affiliated wibh the central organisation,
which is usually known as the Labour or Trades Hall Council, or the
Labour Federation. In Western Australia a unified system of or-
ganisation extends over the industrial centres throughout the State,
and there is a provincial branch of the Awstralian Labour Federation,
having a central council and executive, and metropolitan and branch
distriet councils, to which the local bodies are affiliated. The central
-eouncil,ion which all district councils are represented, meets periodic-
ally. In the other States, however, the organisation is not so close,
and though provision usually exists in the rules of the central council
at the capital town of each State for the organisation of dis-
trict councils, or for the representatiom on the central council of the
tocal councils in the smaller indusirial centres of the State, the councils
in each State are, as a matter of fact, independent bodies. The table
shews the number of metropolitan and distriect or local labour councils,
together with the number of unions and branches of unions affiliated
therewith, ih each State at the end of the years 1914 and 1915.

Central Labour Organisations—Number and Unions Affiliated at the end
. of the Years 1914 and 1915. . .

Particnlars, NS W, Vi - { @'land, B.A. WAL Tag, | Cwith,
r . 1914 4 Ei] .1 4 il 1 28
Ko.of Couneils ..  {351¢ 3 5 1 4 10 1 24

No. of Unions and Branch { 1014 164 198 18 84 182 24 608
Unions Aifiliated { 1915 150 193 28 B0 183 22 683
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The figures given in the above table as to number of unions do
not necessarily represent separate unions, since the branches of a large
anion may be affiliated to the local trades councils in the several towns
in which they are represented.

Between the trade union and the central organisation of unions
may. be classed certain State or district councils, organised on trade
lines and composed of delegates from separate unions, the interests of
the members of which are closely connected by reason of the occupations
of their members, such, for example, as delegate councils of bakers,
bread carters and mill employees, or of unions cémnected directly or
indirectly with the iron, steel or brass trades, or with the building
trades,

The Brisbane District Council of the Australian Labour Federa-
tion ceaaed to exigt when the Awustralian Labour Federation became
absorbed in the Australian Workers” Union. A new Labour Coun-
01I however, has been organiséd, to which 26 trade unions are affiliated.

-+ '10. -Particulars oE Unions Registered under Commonwealth
Conciliation and Arhitration Act, "classified according to Industrial
Groups, at end of Year, 1915.-—Under Part V. of the Commonwealth
Conciliation and Arbitration Act any association of not less than 100
employees in any industry inay be registered. The following table
gives particulars of registered unions at the end of the year 1915.
Registered unions include both inter State a.ssocla.tmons and associations _
opera.t.mg within cne State only

Paruculars of Unions Reg'lsbered -ander Commonwealth concihntion and Arbitzation
C “Act, classified according to Industrial Groups, at end of Year 1915.

et -4 -
. ’ e % Mem- ) © & | Mem-
Industrial Group, o2 | ber- ' Industrial Group. -] ber-
. %5 | ship. . Z5 | ship.
r
1. Wood, Furmture, agte. . 8 |14,639| IX, Railwayd Tramway Servicesf 2 -
1I. IJngltleeriug MetnlWorksatc- 10 |36,858| X. Other Land Transport .3 10,000
1. Food, Dr]nk Tobacco, ete, 9 |27,208 | XI. Shipping, ete. 0 36 930
Iv. Clothmg, Hats Boots, ate. 5 |17,311| XII. Pastoral Agrlcultural eti. r2
V. Books, Printing, ete, 1 * XII1. Diomestic, Hotels, etc, 4 483
VI. Other Munu[:wturirlg 16 |14,727 |XIV. Miscellanagus “ 20 48 565
V11, Building .. 5 25 491
VII1. Mining, Quarries, etc. 4 las, "a80 TOTAL 93 | 851,587
b ..* Not avalable for publication separately ; inclwded in totad for all gronps.

The figures given in the above table regarding unions registered
under the Commonwealth Act are not comparable with those given in
the table in paragraph 8 hereof regarding all inter-State and federated
unions. A few federated unions included in the table in paragraph 8
are not registered under the Commonwealth Act, while, on the other
hand, a number of purely State organisations registered under that Act
are, of ¢ourse, not included in that table.



