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PREFACE
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This publication presents a range of social and housing statistics produced from the 1996
Census of Population and Housing for the Northern Territory and its regions. Together
with census population counts, it includes tables of selected census data which describe
the characteristics of people living in each area and their housing arrangements. Similar

publications are available for each State/Territory, and naticnally.

Derailed characteristics from the 1996 Census are being released in two stages. The first
release consists of demographic, social and housing data. The second release, comprising
family and labour force related data, will be provided progressively State by State from
August 1997,

The data presented in this publication relate to where people were enumerated on
census night. They should not be confused with the official estimated resident
population (ERP) figures, which are derived by including in the census usual residence

counts the following:

B estimates of Australians overseas; -

B an adjustment for estimated underenumerarion; and

B adjustments for births, deaths and migration, between 30 June and 6 August 1996,

Census data presented in this publication represent only a selection of the full range of
statistics that could be derived from the census. For further information about other
census or ABS data refer to the Appendix — Census Products and Services, or the
Directory of Censues Statistics (Cat. no. 2910.0). Concepts and definitions used in this
publication are explained in the Glossary and more detailed information is available in
the Census Dictionary (Cat. no. 2901.0).

W. McLennan

Australian Statistician
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS
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TERRITORY OVERVIEW

The 1996 Census of Population and Housing counted 195,101 people in the Northern
Territory (NT) on census night, 83.3% (162,548) of whom were counted at home. There
was an increase in the population of 10.9% since the 1991 Census, when 175,891 people

were counted in the Territory.

The number of people counted in cccupied private dwellings increased by 10.6%, from
160,131 to 177,116 berween 1991 and 1996, Over the same period, the occupancy rate

declined from 3.2 to 3.1 pcople per occupied private dwelling,

AGE
The 1996 mediun age was 29 vears, compared to 28 years in 1991, Just over a quarter
(25.4%) of the NT population (cxcluding averseas visitors) in 1996 were aged 0-14 years,

16.0% werc aged 15-24, 35.1% were aged 25-44. 18.6% were aged 45-64 and 4.9% were

aged 635 vears and over.

BIRTHPLACE
About three-quarters (76.3%) of the people counted in NT were Australian-born. OF
those people who were bomn overseas, just over two-fifths (42.5%) were from the U nited
Kingdom (K}, Ireland or New Zealand (NZ). The Philippincs. Indonesia, Greece,
Germany and the United States of America were the most significant other countries of

birth.

INDIGENCUS ORIGIN
The number of people who reported being of Indigenous origin increased by 16.0%
between 1991 and 1996, from 39,910 to 46,277, As a proportion of the NT population,

the Indigenous representation increased slightly from 22.7% in 1991 to 23.7% in 1996,

EDUCATION
A total of 9,462 people, representing 4.8% of the total Territory population,
participated in post-secondary education, attending a Technical or Further
Educational institution, university or other tertiary institution.

INCOME
The median weekly persanal income for people aged 15 vears and over in 1996 was §338
(approximately $18.616 p.a.). In comparison, the NT median weekly income in 1991 was
$322 (516,744 p.a.).

DWELLINGS

Nearly half (48.0%) of the occupicd private dwellings counted in NT were being rented
by their occupants, 22.7% were being purchased and 17.8% were owned. The

corresponding findings for 1991 were 49.2%, 21.8% and 14.6% rcspectively.
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS continued

I B R I R D B I I I B R R R B S O B A B N N R R - R S R

REGIONAL OVERVIEW

SEX

AGE

BIRTHPLACE

Australian-born

There were more males (32.0%) than females (48.0%) counted in NT in 1996, compared

to 52.1% and 47.9% respectively in 1991,

However, at the Sratistical Subdivision (S51)) level, imbalances in the scx ratios were
greater. The highest percentages of males were recorded in Lower Top End NT (54.3%),
Darwin Rural Areas (53.3%) and Daly (53.0%). Conversely, the highest percentages of
females were recorded in Cenural NT (49.6%). Palmerston-East Arm (49.5%) and

Bathurst-Melville (49.4%).

Males cutnumbered females in over three-quarters of the Statistical Local Arcas (SLAs).
The highest percentages of males were recorded both within Darwin Statistical Division
(SD) — East Arm (89.5%), which contains a prison, Winnellie (64.4%), Larrakeyah
(58.7%) and City - Inner (58.6%), and in #e remainder of the Territory —— Litchfield - Part
Aand Elsey - Balance (botft 39.6%). However, except for Alice Springs - Larapinta
(51.9%}, SLAs recording the highest percentages of females were all in Darwin S —
Malak (31.5%), Karama (51.2%), Leanyer and Driver (both 51.0%}.

—

In 1996, median ages ranged from 23 years in both Bathurst-Mclville and Daly SSUs to 33
years in Darwin Rural Areas SSD, whereas in 1991 the range had becn 23 years in

Bathurst-Melvilie to 31 vears in Darwin Rural Areas.

At the SLA level, areas recording the highest median ages were either within Darwin City
S8D — Lee Point-Leanver Swamp (51 vears), City - Inner {39), The Gardens (38) and
Parap (37}, or in Central N1 S8D — Alice Springs - Heavitree (also 37). In contrast areas
with the lowest median ages were outside Darwin City and Central NT $SDs in: East
Arnhem - Balance (200, West Arnhem (219, Guif, Tennant Creek - Balance,
Bathurst-Melville and Daly (all 23}.

In 1996, the percentages of people aged 63 years and over were low, ranging from 1.7%
in East Arnhem to 5.6% in Lower Top End NT SSD.

At the S1A level, the highest percentages of people aged 65 vears and over were
recorded in Lee Point-Leanyer Swamp (14.8%), The Gardens (13.0%). and City - Inner
(11.1%), within Darwin Citv and Alice Springs - Ileavitree (11.6%) in Central NT. On the
other hand, low percentages (3.0% or less) of people aged 65 years and over were
registered in 11 SLAs. This applied especially to SLAs within East Arnhem and
Palmerston-East Arm SSDs. -

At the 8SD level, the percentages of people born in Australia ranged from 69.4% (Darwin
City) to 98.8% (Bathurst-Melville). Between 1991 and 1996, the Australian-born
component remained relatively stable, Bathurst-Melville recording the highest increase
(96.5% to 98.8%).
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS continued
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BIRTHPLACE continued

Qverseas-born

Five SLAs recorded populations in which at least one-guarter of the people counted had
been born overseas. These SLAs were all located within Darwin City: Wagaman (31.49%),

Brinkin {27.2%). Alawa {26.8%), Nakara (25.3%) and Malak (25.1%). In contrast, the rural
areas of Bathurst-Melville (1.0%). East Arnhem - Balance (1.2%) and West Arnhem (1.7%)

had low percentages of people bormn overseas.

The highest percentages of people born in the UK, Ireland or NZ were enumerated in
the Darwin City SLAs of Lee Point-Leanyer Swamp (10.7%), Winnellie, Parap (both
10.4%), Fannie Bay and Marrara (both 10.0%). People hom in other countries werc also
most concentrated within Darwin City: of the 24 SLAs recording 10% or more born in
other countries 23 were in Darwin City. SLAs with the highest percentages of
overseas-born people from countries other than the UK, Ireland or N formed an arc on
the northern side of the airport from Karama(19.1%) through Wagaman (26.2%}, Alawa
(19.3%) and Nakara (19.0%) to the coast.

SPEAKS ANOTHER LANGUAGE AT HOME

INDIGENQUS ORIGIN

INCOME

The majority (64.6%) of people aged five years and over, who reported speaking
languages other than English at home spoke Australian Indigetious languages. Of the
other languages reported, Greck, Chinese languagces, Tagalog (Filipino), German and

Italian were major ones.

The highest percentages of people who spoke languages other than English were
counted in the SLAs outside Darwin, particularly East Armnhem - Balance {89.6%),
Bathurst-Melville (82.5%), West Arnhem (81.7%), Tanami (72.6%), Sandover - Balance
{(61.2%) and Victoria (60.0%). In contrast, in almost one-third of the SLAs, less than 10%

of people aged five years and over spoke languages other than English ar home.

In 1996 the SSDs with the greatest nwubers of Indigenous people were Central N'T
{11,967y, East Arnhem (7,001), Lower Top End NT {6,732) and Darwin City (5,723).

People reporting to be of Indigenous origin constituted more than half of the
populations in 10 SLAs. The highest percentages were recorded in the rural areas of East
Arnhem - Balance (92.7%), West Arnhem (90.3%) and Bathursi-Melville (88.7%.
However, in more than 40% of mainly urban SLAs less than 10% of the population
reported being of Indigenous origin. The lowest levels were recorded in the Darwin City

areas of Marrara, Larrakevah (both 2.7%) and Brinkin (2.7%).

The increases since 1991 in the numbers of peoplc reporting to be of Indigenous origin
were unevenly distributed among the SSDs, ranging from 3.8% in Alligator to 41.7% in

Darwin Rural Areas.

Median weckly personal income levels for people aged 15 years and over ranged from
$171 in Bathurst-Melville SSD to $433 in Darwin City.
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS comtinued
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INCGME continued

TENURE TYPE

RENT PAYMENTS

HQUSING LOAN REPAYMENTS
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Between 1991 and 1996, median incomes increased most in Palmerston-East Arm

(30.1%) and decreased most in East Arnhem (-28.0%)

Apart from Nhulunbuy ($597), Jabiru ($534) and Alice Springs - Ross ($472), the other
SLAs which recorded median weekly incomes of $450 or more were in Darwin City. On
the other hand, the lowest median weekly incomes were mainly reported in rural areas,
particularly East Arnhem - Balance ($163), Tennant Creck - Balance and Tanami (both
$168).

Levels of home ownership varied widely across the Territory. Ownership rates for
occupied private dwellings ranged from 2.2% in East Amhem and 2.4 % in
Bathurst-Melville $SDs to 32.0% in Darwin Rural Areas.

Of the 11 SLAs, in which 2 quarter or more of the dwellings were owned by their
occupants, six were outsi_c_lebamin SD.Icc Point-Leanyer Swamp (80.4%), containing
mainly (87.1%) caravans, Winnellic (44.4%), Marrara (41.0%), Alice Springs - Heavitree
(40.2%) and Cox-Finniss (40.1%) recorded the highest levels of home ownership.

The majority (94 7%) of SLAs in which more than 30% of the occupicd private dwellings
were being purchased were located within Darwin SD. In 1996, Palmerston Balance
(69.5%), Woodroffe (47.5%) and Litchfield - Part B (41.0%) recorded the highest levels of

honies being purchased.

In half of the Territory SLAs, 50% or more of the occupied private dwellings were rented.
The highest percentages of rented dwellings were recorded for both Darwin and the
remainder of NT, notably in Nhulunbuy (89.8}, Bathurst-Melville {83.7%j}, City -
Remainder (83.1%) and Groote Eylandt (80.3%).

The median rent payment for NT increased by 13.6% since the 1991 Census, rising from
$88 to $100 per week in 1996,

Generally, rent payments were higher in the urban areas and especially so in the
waterside SLAs of Darwin. Median weekly rent payments of $175 or more were recorded
in Brinkin ($190), Leanvyer ($185), Marrara ($180) and Larrakeyah ($175). In contrast,
median rents of $25 or less applied to 11 rural SLAs, the lowest levels being $8 in

Sandover - Balance and $10 in Tennant Creek - Balance.

Between 1991 and 1996, the median housing loan repayment for the Territory increased
by $5.1%. from $559 to $867 per month.

Median housing loan repayments were highest in parts of Darwin, the rural areas near
Darwin (Litchfield - Part A — $1, 046), and Nhulunbuy ($1,008). Within Darwin the
coastal SLAs of Larrakeyah ($1,08%), City - Inner ($1,052) and Brinkin ($1,018) recorded
the highest repayments.
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3 STATISTICAL LOCAL AREAS, Ranked by Total Number of Persons—1996 Census

L 3L I L R N N L B B B BB B R B B R R B BRI YR IR R R S B R A N N N A R R I A I A A N N N N A A NN NN EERENR]

Rank Statistical Local Area Persons Rank Statistical Local Area Persons
1 Litchfield {S) - Pt B 12 629 32 Anula 2753
2 HKatherine (T) 10 809 33 Wulag 2718
3 Alice Springs (T) - Larapinta 8 266 34 Millner 2 649
4 Alice Springs (T) - Ross 7113 35 Driver 2 602
5 Tanami 6701 36 Groote Eylandt 2551
6 East Arnhem - Bal 59026 37 Sandover - Bal 2 495
7 Alice Springs (T) - Charles 5339 38 Wagaman 2289
8 Karama 5220 39  Moil 2291
9 Leanyer 5042 40 Alawa 2282

10 Petermann 4 857 41 Nakara 2 167
11 City - Inner {Darwin} 4269 42 Coconut Grove 2147
12 West Amhem 3918 43 lingih 2046
13 Tennant Creek (T) 3856 44  Bathurst-Melville 2023
14 Daly 3718 45 Marrara 2018
15  Nhulunbuy 3685 46  Wanguri 2 009
16 Nighteliff 3s42 47 Tennant Creek - Bal 1942
17  Malak 3518 48  Ludmilla 1924
18 Moulden 3 444 49 Parap 1750
19 Alice Springs (T) - Stuart 3358 B 50 Jabiru (T) 1696
20 Gray 3286 21 South Alligator 1625
21 Rapid Creek 3183 - 32 Coomalie (CGC) 1411
22  Larrakeyah 3108 53 Tahbleland 1329
23 Alice Springs (T) - Heavitree 3016 54 Litchfieid (S) - Pt A 1229
24 Tiwi 2975 55 Brinkin 1170
25  Woodroffe 2901 56 Lee Point-Leanyver Swamp 850
26 Gulf 2880 57 Cox-Finniss - . 838
27  Stuart Park 2 860 58 The Gardens 829
28 City - Remainder {Darwin) 2 847 59  Winnellie 749
29 Elsey - Bal 2813 - 60 Narrows 540
30 Victoria 2805 681 Palmerston (T) Bal 517
31 Fannie Bay 2771 62 East Arm 371
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4

STATISTICAL LOCAL AREAS, Ranked by Median Age—1896 Census
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Rank

BREB
RMRODO-OU AN

21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

P R L I B S N R R P T o L IE I N ]

Medrian
age
Statistical Local Area {years)
Lee Point-Leanyer Swamp 51
City - Inner (Darwin) 39
The Gardens 3B
Alice Springs (T) - Heavitree a7
Farap 37
Fannie Bay 36
Litehfield (S) - Pt A 34
Narrows 34
Winnellie 34
Cox-Finniss 33
Jahiru (T} 33
Litehfield (S) - Pt B 33
Coomalie (CGC) 33
Marrara 33
Alice Springs (T) - Stuart 32
Coconut Grove 32
Jingili 32
Nighteliff 32 -
Stuart Park 32 -
Ludmilia 31
Rapid Creek 31
Nhulunbuy 3
Petermann 31
South Alligator 31
Wariguri 21
Makara 30
Moil 30
Tiwi =le] -
Alice Springs (T} - Charles 30
Alawa 30
Elsey - Bal 30

c-uon-s-o--.oo.---.uooo.n--ooo.oco.o---ov.o.cc-ooaoaooo.c-.t&ooono-.oco.o-aaoo..oo.no-at

Rank

Statistical Local Area

Median
age
{years)

R T P R L R T I I A NI I

32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
a4
45

Alice Springs {T} - Ross
Larrakeyah

Leanyer

Wagaman

Anula

Palmerston (T) Bal
Wuiagi

Katherine (T}

East Arm

Malak

Alice Springs (T) - Larapinta

Tennant Creek (T)
Karama
Miliner
Brinkin
Gray
Driver

-Woodroffe
Tableland
Groote Eylandt
Moulden
City - Remainder (Darwin}
Sandover - Bal
Tanami
Victoria —
Tennant Creek - Bal
Gulf
Bathurst-Melville
Daly
West Arnhem
East Armhem - Bal

3¢
30
29
29
29
29
29
29
28
28
28
28
28
28
27
27
26
26
25
25
25
25
24
24
24
23
23
23
23
21
20

AN AN AE R EERMEF AYE AR AEMABSIE N AR AR AT R A RA kY
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5

Median

personal

ncome

Rank Statistical Local Area (P whhy)
1 Nhulunbuy 597

2 Jabiru (T} 534

3 City - Remainder {Darwin} 525

4 Larrakeyah 518

5 City - Inner {Darwin) 506

6 Stuart Park 483

7 Alice Springs {T) - Ross 472

8 Fannie Bay 470

9 Leanyer 469

10 The Gardens 464
11 Nightcliff 463
12  Brinkin 458
13 Marrara 455
14 Wulagi 450
15 Rapid Creek 447
16 Palmerston {T) Bal 439
17 Alice Springs (T) - Larapinta 438
18 Anula 438
19 Nakara 435
20 Tiwi . 434
21 Jingli 433

: 22 Driver 430
. 23 Moil 424
24 Wanguri 424
25 Woodroffe 417
26 Katherine (T} 412
27  Litchfield (8) - Pt A 409
28 Harama 404
29 Parap 404
30  Alaws 397
31 Litchfield (S) - Pt B 395

P T N R E T E

L T L S AL SR

Rank

IR EEE R R R R I

32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
a2
a3
44
a5
48
a7
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62

Statistical Local Area

Millner

Petermann

Alice Springs (T) - Charles
Ludmilla

South Alligator

Malak

Alice Springs (T) - Stuart
Narrows

Gray

Wagaman

Coconut Grove

Mouiden

Winnellie

Alice Springs {T) - Heavitree
Coomalie (CGC)

Tennant Creek (T)
Tabledand

Lee Point-Leanyer Swamp
Elsey - Bal

Cox-Finniss

Daly

Groote Eylandt

Victona

Sandover - Bal -
Guif

West Arnhemn
Bathurst-Melville

Tanami

Tennant Creek - Bal

East Arnhem - Bal

East Arm

STATISTICAL LOCAL AREAS, Ranked by Median Personal Weekly Incomae—1996 Census
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E I N

2015.7 = 1936

Median
personal
income
5 whiy)

e 4w e
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384
394
394
385
378
ars
378
375
370
361
356
354
335
332
323
308
236
228
225
193
193
121
136
177
176
174
171
168
168
163

.4



6 STATISTICAL LOCAL AREAS, Ranked by Percentage Ful! Home Ownership—1986 Census

4 8 % B 4 RSP U S ARG SRS A S S E RS EESSE SRS SRS SO PEIHPE RS ESN S ESNrS

Rank

B d M Ea E AW AT A 4 e W R MR s AR

Statistical Local Area

Lee Point-Leanyer Swamp
Winnellie

Marrara

Alice Springs (T) - Heavitree
Cox-Finniss
Litchfield {S) - Pt A
Litchfield {S} - Pt B
Coomalie {CGC}
Jingili

Elsey - Bal

8rinkin

Fannie Bay
Tahleland

Wanguri

Nakara

East Arm
Sandover - Bal
Guif

Alawa

Alice Springs (T} - Charles
Leanyer .
Katherine (T}

Daly

Nighteliff

Ludmitla

Stuart Park

Mol

Parap

Victoria

Rapid Creek
Killner

Fufly
owned

%)

R R R R R

80.4
44.4
41.0
40.2
40.1
359
315
281
26.4
26.2
262
24.7
24.4
24.4
23.4
227
22.4
224
212
212
20.6
19.4
18.8
186
186
18.0
ir.7
17.4
17.4
17.2
16.7

Rark

4B & AT R B R AV AW EETENEGYAYA AR

32
33
34
35
36
37
38

Statistical Loca! Area

Larrakeyah

Jabiru Ty

South Alligator
Tennant Creek (T)
Wagaman

Palmerston (T) Bal
Anula

Tennant Creek - Bal
Alice Springs (T) - Ross
Tiwi

City - Inner {Darwin)
Alice Springs (T) - Larapinta
Karama

Coconut Grove
Narrows

Wulagi

City - Remainder {Darwin)
__I!Ialak

The Gardens

Tanami

Petermann

Driver

Woadroffe

Alice Springs (T) - Stuart
Gray

Moulden

Nhulunbuy
Bathurst-Melville

East Arnhem - Bal
West Amhem

Groote Eylandt

—

Fulty
awned

(%)

B4 4 e RN KGR SR E A

16.4
16.0
159
159
i5.8
15.86
14.8
14.4
14.0
139
12.8
125
122
117
109
10.3
0o
10.0
9.8
9.0
8.2
7.3
6.9
6.5
6.4
4.3
3.9
24
13
1.2
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SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS
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AGE, By Registered Marital Status
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BIRTHPLACE OF PARENTS (Australian-born persons)
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PROFICIENCY IN ENGLISH, By Year of Arrival
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TYPE OF EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION ATTENDED (FULL-TIME/PART-TIME)
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AGE LEFT SCHOOL (Aged 15 years and over)
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WEEKLY INDIVIDUAL INCOME, By Age and Sex
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B 1 3 WEEKLY INDIVIDUAL INCOME, By Age and Sex continued
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PERSONS, By Dwelling Structure
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DWELLING STRUCTURE, By Dwelling Location {Occupied dwellings)
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EXPLANATORY NOTES
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SCOPE AND COVERAGE

1 ‘The 1996 Census of Popularion and Housing was held on 6 August 1996. The first
census was held in 1911 and since 1961 a census has been taken every five years, a
frequency which is specified in the Census and Statistics Act 1905. The objective of the
census is to measure accurately the number and key characteristics of people in Australia
on census night, and the dwellings in which they live.

2 The census aims to count every person who spent census night in Australia. This
includes Australian residents in Antarctica and people in the territories of Jervis Bay,
Cocos {Keeling) Istands and Christmas Island. The other Australian External Territories,
Norfolk Island and minor islands such as Heard and McDonald Isiands, are ourside the
scope of the Australian Census. The only group of people who spend census night in
Australia but are excluded from the census are foreign diplomats and their families.

3 The census includes people on vessels in or between Australian ports, on board long
distance trains, buses or aircraft and on oil or gas rigs off the Australian coast. People
entering Australia before midnight on census night are counted while peaple leaving an
Australian port for an overseas destination before midnight an census night are not.
Visitors to Australia are included regardiess of how long they have been in the country or
how long they plan to stay, However, for people who intend to be in Australia less than
six months only basic demographic data are available. The census includes people

camping out and the homeless.

4 Al private dwellings, except diplomatic dwellings, arc inauded in the census,
whether occupied or unoccupied. Caravans in caravan parks, manufactured homes in
manufactured home estates and self-care units in accommeodation for the retired or aged
are counted only if occupied. Gecupied non-private dwellings, such as hospitals, prisons,

hotels, etc, are also included.

B Details about the 1996 Census content, collection operations, confidentiality and
privacy protection, processing and evaluation activities are contained in 7996 Census of

Popularion and Housing: Nature and Content of the Census (Cat. no. 2008.0).

BASIC COMMUNITY PROFILE TABLES BO1 TO B16

ABS POPULATION ESTIMATES

6 Tables numbered BO1 to B16 contained in this publication are from the 1996
Census Basic Community Profile (Car. nos. 2020.0-8). These tables are available
in hardcopy or electronic formar for all standard census geographic areas. For
more information about the Community Profiles please refer to the Appendix.

7 This publication contains population counts based on where people were counted on
census night, which may not have been where they usually lived. The census can provide
person counts based on place of usual residence at the geographic level of Statistical
Local Area (SIA).

8 Official ABS population estimates (estimated resident population) are also separately

available from the ABS. The estimates are based on census counts that have been

adjusted to:

B include people who were in Australia on census night but were missed in the census;

® include Australian residents who were temporarily overseas on census night (these
people were not within scope of the census); and

B exclude overseas visitors counted in the census who were not usual residents of
Australia.

9 The adjusted census count is then updated quarterly using demographic statistics.
These are statistics on births, deaths, and overseas and internal migration.
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EXPLANATORY NOTES continued
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ABS POPULATION ESTIMATES continued

10 ABS population estimates are published in Australian Demographic
Staristics (Cat. no. 3101.0), produced quarterly, and in Estimated Resident
Popudation by Sex and Age: States and Territories of Australia (Cat. no. 3201.0)
produced annually.

11 The ABS also provides projections (based on different assumptions as to future
fertility, mortality and migration) of the resident population of Australia, States and
Territories. These projections are published biennially in Projections of the Populations
of Australia, States and Territories (Cat, no. 3222.0).

DATA LIMITATIONS

12 Census data are subject to a number of inaccuracies resulting from errors by
respondents or mistakes in collection or processing. Whilst many of these are corrected
by careful processing procedures, some still remain. The effect of the remaining errors is
generally slight, althcugh it may be more important for small groups in the population.
The main kinds of error to keep in mind ara
R Pariial non-response: Insome cases where an answer is not provided to a
question an answer is imputed (often from other information on the form). In
other cases a not stated’ code is aflocated.
B Processing error: While such errors can occur in any processing system,
quality management is used continuously to improve the quality of processed
data, and to identify and correct data of unacceptable quality.
8 Random adjustment: Table cells containing small values arc randomly
adjusted or suppressed to avoid releasing information about particular
individuals, families, or households. The effects of these adjustments are
statistically insignificant.
" Respondent ervor: Because processing procedures cannot detect or repair all
errors made by people in completing the forms, some remain in final data.
B Undercount: Although the census aims to count each person, there arc some
people who are missed and others are counted more than once. ‘The data in
this publication are not adjusted for the net undercount,

13 Further information on data quality is provided progressively in Censies {pdare and
in 1996 Census Data Quality Working Papers.

OVERSEAS VISITORS

14 Dara for overseas visitors (who intend to be in Australia for less than six months) are
restricted to age, sex and marital status. In this publication overseas visitors contribute
only to the male, female and total person counts.

CALCULATIONS OF PROPORTIONS

15 When calculating the proportion of the population with a particular characteristic,
overseas visitors and 'Not stated' responses are included in the denominator. For
example, in the Summary of Findings, the Proportion of Austrafian-borrn was calculated
by dividing the number of persons who stated that they were Australian-born by the total
population (including overseas visitors and those who did not report their hirthplace)
and expressing the result as a percentage.

CALCULATION OF MEDIANS

16 A median is a measure of central tendency. It is a mid valuc which divides a
population distribution into two, with half the observations falling below it and half
above it. Unlike averages (means) medians are not usually skewed by extreme
observations.
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EXPLANATORY NOTES continued
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CALCULATION OF MEDIANS continued

17 There are 2 number of issues ta be aware of:

®  The categories 'Not stated’, "Qverseas visitor, and 'Not applicable' are not
included in the calculation of medians.

®  [fa median falls into a category that has a text only label then the median is set

to 0. For this publication this is only relevant to the calculation of median
personal income, as the income classification includes categories 'Nil income’
and 'Negative income”.

® [f the median is calculated on a classification containing ranges and a range is
open-ended and the median falls within that category, the median is set to the
number in the label. For example, in the calculation of median personal
income, if the median falls in the last range $1,500 or more, $1,500 is allocated
as the median.

UNADJUSTED DOLLARS

18 The 1991 Census dollar values for Median Personal Income, Median Housing Loan
Repayments and Median Rent Paid have not been adjusted into 1996 dollars,

SYMBOLS AND OTHER USAGES
E 19 The foliowing abbreviations and symbols are used in this publication:
3 General abbreviations and symbols -
Mthly Monthly
Wkly Weeldy
n.f.d Not further defined
— Nil
Spatial units
LGA Local Government Arca
5D Statistical Division
SLAa Statistical Local Area
SSD Statistical Subdivision
LGA type
(&) Area
(B) Borough
© City
(CGC) Community Government Council
(DC) District Council
(M) Municipalit,vv
| S) Shire
; (RC) Rural City
(T) Town
Miscellaneous
Bal Balance
Pt Part
T L L L R R T R R T TR
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APPENDIX — CENSUS PRODUCTS AND SERVICES
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There is a wide range of products and services developed from the 1996 Census
of Population and Housing, details of which are listed in brief below. For more
detailed information on the 1996 Census range of products and services, please
refer 1o the 1996 Census of Pojrulation and Housing, Directory of Census
Statistics (Cat. no. 2910.0), or call our Client Services Officers in vour State or
Territory (refer o the telephone numbers listed on the back page of this
publication).

CENSUS REFERENCE PRODUCTS
Census Dictionary

The Census Dictionary (Cat. no. 2901.0) is a comprehensive reference guide to
the concepts and terms used in the 1996 Census of Population and Housing, It
includes a complete listing of the 1996 Census classifications and a glossary of

census terms,
How Australia Takes a Census

How Australia Takes a Census (Cat. no. 2903.0) provides information about the
history of the census, the planning process and the way in which the census is
. conducted.

Geographic Classifications and Codes

Statistical Geography: Volume 1 Australian Standard Geographical
Classification (ASGC) (Cat. no. 1216.0) provides information about the names
and codes of the geographic areas used in the 1996 Census.

1986 Census Statistical Local Area Maps

These reference maps show the Statistical Local Areas (SLAs) from the 1996
Census. Each map shows the boundary of an §1.A and the CD boundaries
contained within.

Digital Boundaries

All of the census boundaries are available electronically in industry formats
through a range of secondary providers,

CENSUS DATA PRODUCTS

Estimated Resident Population (ERP)

The ERP is the official population figure and is based on adjusting the results of the
census to provide more accurately the numbers of people usually living in an area.

Twoe publications containing ERP data, based on 1996 Census figures are:

& Australian Demograpbic Statistics -— 1996 Census Edition (Cat. no. 3101,0);
and

B Regional Population Growth, Australia — 1996 Census Edition (Cat. no.
3218.0).

Selected Characteristics

This series of publications contains data and commentary on various person and
dwelling characteristics from the 1996 Census at selected geographic levels. There are
three publications in the series:
8 Census of Population and Housing: Selected Social and Housing

Characteristics for Statistical Local Areas (Cat. nos. 2015.0-8);
B Census of Population and Housing: Selected Social and Howsing

Characteristics for Urban Centres and Localities (Cat. nos. 2016.0-8),

(indicative release date: January 1598); and

L N N N R N N NN N N N R R R R T T T T T T
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APPENDIX — CENSUS PRODUCTS AND SERVICES continued
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Selected Characteristics continued
®  Census of Population and Housing: Selected Family and Labour Force
Characteristics for Statistical Local Aveas (Cat. nos. 2017 .0-8), (indicative
release date: March 1998).

Community Profile Series

The Commuenity Profile Series (Cat. nos. 2020.0-8) provides detailed and
comprehensive census characteristics of people, families and dwellings for small
areas. This series is available for all standard census geographic areas, and is
available in hardcopy and electronic formats.

The series comprises six community profiles:

8 Basic Community Profile (BCPj contains 32 tables of detailed data covering
dwelling, household and family topics. This profile is available for all standard
census geographic areas, Commonwealth (CED) and State Electoral Divisions
(SED), Postal Areas, and Suburbs, for the States/Territories and Australia.

B Thne Series Community Profife contaigs 21 tables of variables from the Basic
Community Profile comparing data from the 1986, 1991 and 1996 Censuses
wherte the classifications are comparable.

N {sual Residents Profile contains 25 tables based on the usual residents of
SLAs. This is the only communiry profile based on place of usual residence.

® Expanded Community Profile contains 41 tables available for SLAs and larger
areas, comprising more detailed versions of some of the basic profile tables,
plus new tables.

®  Working Population Profile contains 17 tables of labour force and related
characteristics of people who work and are counted in SLAs within the journey
to work (JTW) study areas — usually capital cities.

B Summary indigenous Profile contains selected characteristics of Indigenous
people in two tables which are available at the Indigenous Location level.

" Detailed Indigenous Profile contains selected characteristics of Indigenous
people in 26 tables which are available for Indigenous Areas, ATSIC Regions,
Srates and ‘Terntories.

CDATAS6
CDATA96 (Cat. nos. 2019.0-8) is a CD-ROM product which provides a large volume of
rabulated census data, digital boundaries and base map data. It includes software capable
of producing tables, maps and graphs of the data.

KEYDATA

CENSUS KEYDATA (Cat. nos. 2023.0-8) is a CD-ROM product which provides access to
1996 Census Community Profiles and Classification Counts data and Digital Boundaries,
using a specially encrvpted CD-ROM.

Classification Counts
Classification Counts (Cat. nos. 2022.0-8) provides freguency counts for 1996 Census

variables in complete classificatory detail, for every State and capital city.

Census Household Sample File

The 1996 Census Housebold Sample File (Cat. no. 2913.0) provides a comprehensive
unit record database of census characteristics, containing a sample of private households
and associated persons, and persons in non-private dwellings.

Sacial Atlas Series

The Social Atlas (Cat. nos. 2840.1-8) publications feature colour maps of the key social,
demographic and economic characteristics of each capital city.

T T L I A N I I L I L N N N R R AL I B L
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APPENDIX — CENSUS PRODUCTS AND SERVICES continued
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Australia in Profile — A Regional Analysis

Australia in Profile — A Regional Analysis (Cat. no, 2821.0) provides commentary and
data on a number of key social indicators from the 1996 Census, with the focus on
regional distributions and comparisons.

CONSULTANCY SERVICES
The following census specific services are available;
Thematic Profile Service

The Thematic Profiles Service (Cat. nos. 2021.0-8) provides profiles on request,
covering the themes of the Family, Young People, Older People and Ethnicity, on a
variety of media.

Customised Profile Service

The Customised Profiles Service provides community profile data tailored to your needs,
on a variety of media.

Customised Tables Service

The Customised Tables (Matrix) Service pravides detailed cross-classified tables tailored
to your heeds an a varicty of media.

Customised Geographic Data Reports Service

The Customised Geographic Data Reports Service provides tabular geographic data
which relate specifically to the census Geographic Areas and their characteristics

(e.g. area).
Customised Mapping Service

Through the Custornised Mapping Service you are able to purchase both
Customised Thematic Maps and Customised Reference Maps on request.
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GLOSSARY
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General descriptions of terms and concepts used in this publication are provided
below. Tables are also footnoted where applicable for additional clarity. Detailed
definitions of classifications and concepts are available in the 7996 Censis
Dictionary (Cat. no, 2901.0).

Dwelling A dwelling is a building or structure in which people live. This can be a building,
such as a house; part of a building, such as a flat; or it can be a caravan or tent,
humpy or park bench. Houses under construction, derelict houses, vacant tents,
or converted garages, are not counted in the census.

There are private and non-private dwellings.

A private dwelling is normally a house, flat, part of a house, or even a room; but ¢an also
be a house attached to, or rooms above, shops or offices; an occupied caravan or unit in
a caravan park or craft in a marina; occupied dwelling in a Manufactured Home Estate;
occupied self-care unit in Accommodation for the Retired or Aged; a houseboat; or tent
if it is standing on its own block of land. An occupied caravan situated on a residential

allotment is also classed as a-private dwelling. Private dwellings can be either occupied or
uncceupied. -

. Non-private dwellings are those dwellings not included above, which provide a
communal or transitory type of accommodation. These dwellings include hotels,
motels, guest houses, prisons, religious and charitable institutions, defence
establishments, hospitals and other communal dwellings. @nly cccupied
non-private dwellings are included in the census.

Geographic areas  The tables in this publication are at the levels of Statistical Local Area, Statistical
Subdivision and Statistical Division, as defined by the 1996 Census edition of the
Australian Standard Geographical Classification: (ASGC).

Statistical Local Area (SLA): These areas consist of one or more whole Census
Collection Districts (CDs) and cover, in aggregate, the whole of Australia without
gaps or overlaps.

SLAs correspond in many cases to Local Government Areas (LGAs). The main

exceptions are:

* where the boundaries of one or more Staristical Subdivisions (§3Ds) cut across an
LGA, the LGA is split into two or more parts, each of which forms a separate SLA;

» where a particular LGA is substantially different from other LGAs in terms of size and
economic significance, or in terms of user needs for statistics, the LGA may be split
into two or more SLAs. For example, the City of Brisbane covers a large area and is
split into 163 SLAs while most LGAs in Victoria are split into two or more SLAs
following the recent restructuring of local government in that State;

» where an area is unincarporated (i.e. not part of an LGA) an SLA is created.

Local Government Area (LGA): LGAs are spatial units which represent the whole

undivided geographic area of responsibility of either:

= an incorporated local government council; or

* an incorporated community government council (CGC) where the CGC is of
sufficient size and statistical significance.

LGAs cover only part of Australia. The major areas not covered by LGAs are the large
northern parts of South Australia, most of the Northern Territory, and all of the
Australian Capital Territory and Other Territories. Far the 1996 Census, LGA boundaries
are as defined on 5 August 1995 and included in the 1996 Edition of the Australian
Standard Geographical Classification (ASGC) (effective 1 July 1996).
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GLOSSARY continued
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Geographic areas continued

Statistical Subdivision (85D): These areas consist of one or more SLAs and cover,
in aggregate, the whole of Australia without gaps or overlaps.

Statistical Division (SD): These areas consist of one or more SSDs and cover, in
aggregate, the whole of Australia without gaps or overlaps. They do not cross

State or Territory boundaries. However, the Other Territories, Jervis Bay Territory
and the Territories of Christmas Island and Cocos (Keeling) Islands together form
one SD. Capital city SDs are predominantly urban in character and the
boundaries are delineated to contain the anticipated urban development of the
capital cities (and associated urban centres) for a period of at least 20 vears.

SDs outside the capital city are designed to be relatively homogeneous regions
characterised by identifiable social and economic links between the inhabitants and the
economic units in the region, under the unifying influence of one or more major towns

or cities.

State/Territory (STE): States and Territoriesconsist of one or more SDs and are
the largest type of spatial uni¢ in the ASGC. The six Australian States and five
Territoties which are part of geographic Australia and included in the 1996 ASGC
are New South Wales, Victoria, Queensland, South Australia, Western Australia,
Tasmania, Northern Territory, Australian Capital Territory, Jervis Bay Territory
and the external Territories of Christmas Island and Cocos (Keeling) Islands. In
the ASGC, Jervis Bay Territory, the Territory of Christmas Island and the Territory
of Cocos (Keeling) Islands are combined to form Other Tertitories {OT).

Codes for State/Territory are as follows:
1 —New South Wales
2 —Victoria
3 ~ Queensland
4 — South Australia
5 — Western Australia
6 — Tasmania
7 — Northern Territory
8 — Australian Capital Territory

9 — Other Territeries

More information about definitions, and lists of codes and names of the
I geographic areas can be found in Volume 1: Australian Standard Geographical
3 Classification (ASGC) (Cat. no. 1216.0) effective date 1 July 1996.

Income  People aged 15 years or more are asked to state their usual gross weekly income,
which is the income before tax, superannuation, health insurance, or other

deductions are made. Gross income includes family allowance, family allowance
supplement, pensions, unemployment benefits, student allowances, maintenance
(child support), superannuation, wages, salary, overtime, dividends, rents
received, interest received, business or farm income {less operation expenses)
and worker's compensation received.
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GLOSSARY continued
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Indigenous A person is defined to be of Indigenous origin if he or she identifies himself or herself as
of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander origin.

Overseas-born  Overseas-born people are those who state that they were born in a country other than
Australia, those bom at sea, and those whose responses are classed as 'lnadequately
described’ or "Not elsewhere classified’.
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For more information . . .

The ABS publishes a wide range of statistics and other information on Australia's
economic and social conditions. Detaits of what is available in various publications
and other products can be found in the ABS Catalogue of Publications and Products
available from all ABS Offices.

ABS Products and Services

Many standard products are available from ABS bookshops located in each State

and Territory. In addition to these products, information tailored to the needs of
clients can be obtained on a wide range of media by contacting your nearest ABS
Office. The ABS also provides a Subscription Service for standard products and some
tailored information services.

National Dial-a-Statistic Line
0055 86 400

Steadycom P/L: premium rate 25¢/20 secs,

This number gives 24-hour access, 365 days a year, for grange of important economic
statistics including the CPI.

Internet
http://www.abs.gov.au

A wide range of ABS information is available via the Internet, with basic statistics
available for each State, Territory and Australia. We also have Key National Indicators,
ABS product release details and other information of general interest.

Sales and Inquiries

client.senvices@abs.gov.au

National Maii Order Service (0B) 252 5249
as from 18 Aug 1997 {02) 6252 5249
Subscription Sewice 1800 02 0608

Information inquiries Bookshop Sales

CANBERRA {06) 252 6627 (06) 207 0326
as from 18 Aug 1997  (02) 6252 6627 (02) 6207 0326
SYDNEY (02) 9268 4611 {02) 9268 4620
MELBOURNE (03) 9615 7755 {03) 9615 7755
BRISBANE (07) 3222 6351 G71) 3222 6350
PERTH (08) 9360 5140 {08B) 9360 5307
ADELAIDE (08) 8237 7100 (08) 8237 7582
HOBART (03) 6222 5800 (03} 6222 5800
DARWIN (08} 8943 2111 (08) 8943 2111

Client Services, ABS, PQ Box 10, Beiconnen ACT 2616
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