
YEAR BOOK
AUSTRALIA

No. 63, 1979

R. J. CAMERON

AUSTRALIAN STATISTICIAN

AUSTRALIAN BUREAU OF STATISTICS

CANBERRA, AUSTRALIA



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISCLAIMER 
 
 
   

Users are warned that this historic issue of this publication series may contain  
language or views which, reflecting the authors' attitudes or that of the period 
in which the item was written, may be considered to be inappropriate or offensive today.

turnde
Typewritten text
This page was added on 03 December 2012 to included the Disclaimer below.
No other amendments were made to this Product





CONTENTS

Page

GENERAL INFORMATION xi

PREFACE xiii

CHAPTER 1. DISCOVERY, COLONISATION AND FEDERATION OF
AUSTRALIA 1
Early knowledge and discovery of Australia (1); The annexation of Australia (3); The cre-
ation of the several colonies (4); The establishment of the Commonwealth of Australia (5);
The External Territories of Australia (6); The Constitution of the Commonwealth (7).

Plate—1, Map of Australia (frontispiece).

CHAPTER 2. CLIMATE AND PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY OF
AUSTRALIA 9
General description of Australia (9); Position and area (9); Land forms (9); Climate (10);
Climatic controls (11); rainfall (11); temperature (18); humidity (25); sunshine, cloud and
fog (25); global radiation (25); evaporation (26); winds (26); floods, droughts (26); cli-
matic discomfort (31); climatological tables (32).

Plates-2-1, Rainfall (\2-l6); 8, Thunderdays (19); 9-13, Temperatures (19-21); 14,
Frost Period(21); 15-16, Global Radiation (27); 17-20, Wind roses (2S-29); 21, Drought
Incidence (30).

CHAPTER 3. GENERAL GOVERNMENT 41
Parliamentary government (41); The Sovereign (41); The Governor-General (41); Gover-
nors (42); The Cabinet and executive government (42); Ministries (42); Parliaments and
elections (44); Referendums (48); Outlay on parliamentary government (50); Common-
wealth government departments (50); Enactments of the parliaments (51).

CHAPTER4. DEFENCE 53
Current defence policy (53); Higher defence organisation (53); Higher defence machinery
(54); Equipment for the defence force (55); Defence manpower (55); Defence co-operation
(56); Defence representation overseas (57); Defence force activities overseas (57); Royal
Australian Navy (57); Australian Army (58); Royal Australian Air Force (59); Defence sci-
ence and technology (61); Natural Disasters Organisation (62); Defence production func-
tions of Department of Productivity (63).

CHAPTER 5. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 65
Relations with—the Great Powers (65), Asia and the Pacific (65-66), Western Europe (66),
Indian Ocean (66), Other countries (66); United Nations (66); The Commonwealth (67);
Nuclear issues (67); Law of the Sea (67); Antarctica (67); Consular activities (67); Treaties
(67); Australia's official development assistance to less-developed countries (68); Diplo-
matic representation overseas (72); Australian missions overseas (72); Diplomatic represen-
tation to Australia (73).

CHAPTER6. DEMOGRAPHY 75
Population—the population census (75), Estimates (76), Size and growth (76), Projections
(77), Location (79), General characteristics (80), The Aboriginal population (83), Internal
migration (84); Vital statistics (85), Births and fertility (86), Mortality (91), Life expectancy
(94), Marriages (95), Divorce (97); International movements (99), Migration to Australia
(101), Refugees (103), Citizenship (104).

Plate-22, Age pyramid of the population, 1977 (82).



VI CONTENTS
PAGE

CHAPTER 7. PRICES AND HOUSEHOLD EXPENDITURE 107
Retail prices and price indexes—Consumer Price Index (107); Previous retail price indexes
(111) , Wholesale price indexes (112) , Price index of materials used in house building (112) ,
Price index of materials used in building other than house building (113), Price index of
materials used in manufacturing industry (114), Price index of articles produced by manu-
facturing industry (115); Export price indexes-current (116); Previous wholesale price in-
dexes (117); Prices Justification Tribunal (117); Household expenditure surveys (119).

CHAPTER 8. MANPOWER 125
The labour force-the population census (125), The population survey (125), The labour
force survey (126), Population survey reports (135); Commonwealth Employment Service
(136); Labour turnover (139); Industrial conciliation and arbitration (139); Rates of wage
(140); Standard hours of work (143); Evening and night work (143); Male average weekly
earnings (143); Surveys of income, earnings and hours (144); Earnings and hours of em-
ployees, October 1977(150); Weekly earnings of employees (distribution) August 1977
(152), Income distribution, 1973-74(155); Annual leave (155); Long service leave (155);
Industrial disputes (156); Labour organisations—trade unions (160), Employer and em-
ployee organisations registered under Industrial Arbitration Acts, etc. (161), Central labour
organisations (162); International Labour Organisation (162).

Plates—23, Labour force participation rates (129); 24, Unemployment rates (130); 25,
Working days lost—industries (158).

CHAPTER 9. SOCIAL SECURITY AND WELFARE 163
Commonwealth Government expenditure on social security services (163); Age and invalid
pensions (164), Sheltered employment allowance (166), Widows' pensions (167), Support-
ing parent's benefit (168), Fringe benefits (169), Funeral benefits (169), Portability of
social service payment (169), Maternity allowances (170), Family allowances (170),
Double orphan's pension (171), Handicapped child's allowance (171), Unemployment and
sickness benefits (171), Special benefit (172), Appeals tribunals (172), Reciprocal social
services agreements with other countries (172), Commonwealth Rehabilitation Service
(173), Compassionate allowances (173), Commonwealth Government assistance to welfare
organisations (174), Commonwealth Government assistance to States (176); Children's ser-
vices (177); Other services of the Department of Social Security (177), The role of voluntary
agencies (178), Establishment of Social Welfare Policy Secretariat (179); Aboriginal wel-
fare (179); Migrant welfare—accommodation for migrants (180), Ethnic affairs and migrant
settlement (180); Veterans' Affairs (181), Disability and dependants' pensions (182), Ser-
vice pensions (185), Medical Treatment for veterans and dependants (187), General re-
patriation benefits and miscellaneous (188), The Services Canteens Trust Fund (190).

CHAPTER 10. HEALTH 193
National health services—quarantine, human, animal and plant (193-194); Personal health
services and subsidies-National health benefits (194), Nursing home benefits (195);
Health program grants (196); Federal authorities expenditure—Pharmaceutical benefits
(197), Cash benefits to persons (197), Tuberculosis (197); Immunisation campaigns (198);
National health services organisation (198); Commonwealth Government health advisory
organisations (198); Other Commonwealth Government subsidies and grants to States
(200); Commonwealth Government grants to organisations associated with public health
(201); State Government activies (including Commonwealth Government activities in the
N.T. and the A.C.T.)-Public health legislation and administration (202), Supervision and
care of infant life (204), Hospitals and notifiable diseases—public and private hospitals and
nursing homes (204), Repatriation hospitals (204), Hansenide hospitals (204), Mental
health institutions (205), Hospital morbidity statistics (205), Notifiable diseases (205),
Health-related surveys conducted by the ABS (206); Deaths-causes and perinatal (206);
Cremation (208).



CONTENTS Vll

PAGE

CHAPTER 11. LAW AND ORDER 209
Federal Courts-High Court of Australia (209); Appeal to the Privy Council (210), Federal
Court of Australia (211), Australian Industrial Court and Federal Court of Bankruptcy
(211); Family Law Act (211); Legal aid-Australian Legal Aid Office (212); Administrative
law-Australian Law Reform Commission (213), Administrative Appeals Tribunal (213),
Commonwealth Ombudsman (213); Bankruptcy (213); Patents (214); Trade marks and
designs (214); Copyright (214); Police (215); Commonwealth police force (215); Selected
crime reported to police (215); Drug offences (218); Convicted prisoners (220).

CHAPTER 12. EDUCATION 221
State and Commonwealth Government responsibilities in education (221); General charac-
teristics of schools (221); Primary and secondary education (222); Post-secondary
education—Technical and further education (224), Colleges of advanced education (224),
Universities (225), Teacher education (225); Migrant education (226); Financial assistance
(226); Administrative structure of education at the national level (227); Major current
issues in education—The Committee of Inquiry into Education and Training (229), Supply
of and demand for teachers (229), The transition from secondary education to employment
(229), Schemes introduced to assist young Australians seeking employment (230), National
Inquiry into Teacher Education (230). Study leave in universities and colleges of advanced
education (230), The Committee on Nurse Education and Training (231), Australian Mari-
time College (231), National Aboriginal Education Committee (231); Education statistics-
summary tables (231), Schools (233), Technical and further education (235), Colleges of
Advanced Education (238), Universities (241), Overseas students (243); Expenditure on
education (244).

Plate—26, Grades in Government Schools, States and Territories (234).

CHAPTER 13. RURAL INDUSTRY 257
Sources of statistics and definitions of units (257); Structural statistics (258); Financial stat-
istics (260); Gross value of agricultural commodities produced and indexes of quantum and
average unit gross values (262); Apparent consumption of foodstuffs and nutrients (265);
Land tenure (267); Land utilisation in Australia (268); Crops (268); Cereal grains
(270)-Wheat (271), Coarse gains (276), Oats (276), Barley (276), Grain sorghum (277),
Maize (278), Rice (278); Oilseeds-Linseed (278), Rapeseed (279), Safflower (279),
Sunflower (279), Soybeans (279), Peanuts (279), Lupins (279), Cotton (280); Sugar (280);
Vegetables (282); Fruit (excluding grapevines) (284); Grapevines (286); Miscellaneous
crops (289)-Fodder crops (289), Tobacco (290), Hops (290), Mushrooms (291), Nurseries
(291); Livestock-Cattle (292), Sheep (293), Pigs (295), Poultry (296); Meat production,
slaughterings and other disposals (297)-Mutton and lamb (298), Beef and veal (298), Pig-
meat (298), Poultry (298), Exports of live animals (299), Consumption (300), The Aus-
tralian Meat and Livestock Corporation (300), The Beef Industry (Incentive Payments)
Scheme (301); Wool (301); Dairying (305); Beekeeping (307); Eggs and egg products
(308); Rural Improvements (309); Rural employment (312); Regulation of Australian agri-
cultural industries (313).

Plates—21, Gross values of agricultural Commodities (263); 28, Gross value: sheep and
wool industry (295); 29, Production of meat (297); 30, Sheep numbers and wool
production (302); 31, Milk production and utilisation (306).

CHAPTER 14. FORESTRY AND FISHERIES 315
Forestry-Source of statistics (315), Objects (315), General account of forests and timbers
(315), Extent of forested areas (315), Plantations (316), Administration and research (317),
Employment (319), Production (319), Timber and timber products (320); Fisheries-
Collection and presentation of statistics (322), Resources and their commercial exploitation
(323), Administration and research (324), Boats and equipment used in fisheries (325), Em-
ployment (326), Production, processing and domestic marketing of fisheries products (327),
Consumption of edible fisheries products (330), Overseas trade in fisheries products (331).



VU1 CONTENTS
PAGE

CHAPTER 15. WATER RESOURCES, SEWERAGE AND DRAINAGE . 333
Water resources—geographic background (333), Surface supplies (334), Ground water
supplies (334), Drainage divisions and the conjunctive use of surface and groundwaters
(335), Major dams and reservoirs (337), Water quality (339), Water management (340),
Research and continuing assessment (341), International aspects (341), National and inter-
state schemes (342), States and Territories-New South Wales (343), Victoria (344),
Queensland (345), South Australia (347), Western Australia (348), Tasmania (349),
Northern Territory (350), Australian Capital Territory (352).

Plate—32, Australia: Drainage Divisions (335).

CHAPTER 16. MINERAL INDUSTRY 353
Geology and mineral resources (353); Administration (353); Government assistance-
Commonwealth Government (356), State Government (358); Research (359); Inter-
national relations (361); Mineral industry statistics—Mining industry (362), Mineral pro-
duction (364); Foreign participation in mining industry (369); Mineral exploration (other
than for petroleum) (369); Petroleum exploration (369), Mineral processing and treatment
(370); Overseas trade (371); Review of recent developments in the Australian mineral in-
dustry (374).

CHAPTER 17. MANUFACTURING AND INTERNAL TRADE . . . . 379
Manufacturing—Introduction (379), Industry statistics—1901 to 1967-68 (382), from
1968-69 (382), Multi-establishment enterprises and single establishment manufacturing
enterprises with four or more persons employed (384), Single establishment manufacturing
enterprises with less than four persons employed (388), Electricity and gas establishments
(389), Principal manufacturing commodities (391), Australian Standard Commodity Clas-
sification (395), Enterprise and industry concentration statistics (396), Foreign ownership
and control (396); Internal trade-Wholesale trade (396), Retail trade (396).

CHAPTER 18. ELECTRIC POWER 399
Introduction—Distribution of population and location of electric power resources in
Australia (399), Electric power generation and distribution (399); Snowy Mountains
Hydro-Electric Scheme (400); States and Territories—New South Wales (402), Victoria
(403), Queensland (405), South Australia (406), Western Australia (406), Tasmania (407),
Australian Territories (407).

Plate—33, The Snowy Mountains Scheme—map (401).

CHAPTER 19. HOUSING AND CONSTRUCTION 409
Housing—Census dwellings (409), Government activities in the housing field (410), Ad-
vances to home purchasers (420); Construction—Building (424), Construction (other than
building) (428).

Plates-14, New Houses: A ustralia (42 5); 3 5, New Other Dwellings: A ustralia (426).

CHAPTER 20. TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATION 431
The Australian Transport Advisory Council (431); Shipping—Control of shipping (432),
Collection and presentation of statistics (435), Overseas shipping (437), Interstate shipping
(437), Australian trading vessels (438), Harbour boards and trusts (438), Shipping at prin-
cipal ports (438), Shipping cargo (440), Vessels registered in Australia (443), Miscellaneous
(443); Railways—Government railways (444), Operations of government railway systems
(446), Non-government railways (450); Tram, bus and ferry services—Systems in operation
(450), Government and municipal tram and bus services (451); Motor vehicles—Survey of
motor vehicle usage (452), Motor vehicles on register (453), Registrations of new motor ve-
hicles (454), Drivers' and riders' licences (454); Road traffic accidents (455); Roads and
bridges (457)—Expenditure on roads and bridges (457); Air transport—Department of
Transport (458), Regular air services within Australia (459), International activity (460),



CONTENTS IX
PAGE

Aerodromes (461), Airway facilities (461), Air transport registrations, licences, etc., in force
in Australia (461), Accidents and casualties (461); Postal, telecommunication and
radiocommunication services (461), Postal and Telecommunications Department—General
(462), Australian Postal Commission (462), Telecommunications services within Australia
(466), Overseas telecommunications services (468), Radiocommunication stations author-
ised (470); Broadcasting and television—The Commercial Broadcasting and Television Ser-
vice (470), The Special Broadcasting Service (470), Broadcasting services (471), Television
services (472).

CHAPTER 21. PRIVATE FINANCE 475
Money—Currency (475), Volume of money (475); Financial regulation—Commonwealth
legislation for economic management (476), Other Commonwealth legislation directly
affecting financial institutions (477), State legislation (477); Banks—Reserve Bank of
Australia (477), Trading banks (479), Savings banks (482), Development banks (483);
Registered building societies—Permanent building societies (484), Terminating building
societies (485); Credit unions (486); Short term money market—Authorised money market
corporations (486), Money market corporations (487); Finance companies (487); Financial
corporation statistics (489); Life insurance (490); Pension and superannuation schemes-
private superannuation, pension and retiring allowance schemes (494), Public authority
pension and superannuation schemes (495); General insurance (497); Unit trusts, land
trusts and mutual funds (498); Australian Industry Development Corporation (498); Instal-
ment credit for retail sales (499); Housing finance for owner occupation (500); New capital
raisings by companies listed on Australian stock exchanges (502); Lotteries and betting-
Lotteries (504), Betting (505).

CHAPTER 22. PUBLIC FINANCE 507
Commonwealth Government Finance—provisions of the Constitution (507), Budget (507);
Federal Authorities—general (509), receipts and outlay (511), main components of outlay
(513), main components of receipts (522); State authorities—general (543), receipts and
outlay (544), main components of outlay (547), main components of receipts (548); Local
authorities—general (550), area, population, dwellings, rates and penalties (550), receipts
and outlay (552); All public authorities—receipts and outlays (554), main components of
outlay (556), main components of receipts (557), level of government (558); Public sector
borrowing (560); Commonwealth Government and States: Government securities on issue
(560); State and local authorities, borrowings (562).

Plates-36, Federal Authorities, 1976-77 (510); 37, State Authorities, 1976-77 (546);
38, All Public Authorities, 1976-77 (555).

CHAPTER 23. NATIONAL ACCOUNTS 565
Description of National Income and Expenditure Accounts (565); National income and
expenditure tables (568).

Plate—39, Articulation of Australian National Accounts (566).

CHAPTER 24. OVERSEAS TRANSACTIONS 573
Overseas trade-Constitutional provisions and legislation (573), Government authorities
(575), Trade relations (575), Trade services (579), Collection and presentation of statistics
(581), Total overseas trade (583), Classified summary of overseas trade (587), Exports, by
industrial group (589), Imports of merchandise, by economic class (590), Direction of over-
seas trade (591), Ships' and aircraft stores (598), Overseas trade by State (598), Total im-
port clearances, dutiable clearances, and customs duties collected (598), Excise (599); Pri-
vate foreign investment (599); Balance of payments (603); Foreign control (609); Value of
exports and imports of merchandise at constant prices (610).

Plates-40, Overseas trade, 1957-58 to 1977-78 (584); 41, Value of exports and imports,
proportion by country, 1973-74 to 1977-78(586).



X CONTENTS

PAGE

CHAPTER 25. SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 613
, Overview (613); Advice and co-ordination—Australian Science and Technology Council
(613), National Energy Advisory Committee (614), Department of Science and the
Environment (615), Other organisations (615), Expenditure and manpower, Project
SCORE (616); Resources and services—Soil resources (616), Fauna and flora resources
(617), Fauna and flora conservation (617), Environmental protection (617), Meteorology
(617), Ionospheric Prediction Service (618), Scientific and Technological Information Ser-
vices (618); Major government research agencies, The Commonwealth Scientific and Indus-
trial Research Organization (618), The Australian Atomic Energy Commission (619), The
Antarctic Division, Department of Science (620), Australian Institute of Marine Science
(620), Defence Science (620); Research in private industry (620); Research in universities
and colleges (621); Social science research (622); International activities (622).

CHAPTER 26. CULTURE, RECREATION AND TRAVEL 625
Cultural organisations and financial assistance for the arts (625); The National Estate
(626); The performing arts (627); Music (628); Film (628); Art (629); Crafts (630); Mu-
seums (630); Literature (630); Libraries (631); Archives (633); Botanical and zoological
gardens (634); Recreation—Community recreation (636), Sports development (636),
Youth affairs (636); Tourism (636); Travel-Internal (639), Overseas (639).

CHAPTER 27. THE TERRITORIES OF AUSTRALIA 643
The Northern Territory—general description (643), population (644), Aboriginal affairs
(644), production (646), trade, transport and communication (652), education (654),
finance (656); The Australian Capital Territory—general description (657), National Capi-
tal Development Commission (657), works and services (658), production (659), commer-
cial practices (660), transport and communication (660), social (661), tourism (663),
finance (663); Norfolk Island (664); Heard Island and McDonald Islands (666); Australian
Antarctic Territory (667); Cocos (Keeling) Islands (667); Christmas Island (668); Coral
Sea Islands (670).

STATISTICAL SUMMARY, 1901-02 to 1977-78 671
DIARY OF PRINCIPAL ECONOMIC EVENTS, JANUARY 1978 TO
DECEMBER 1978 689
LIST OF SPECIAL ARTICLES AND MISCELLANEOUS MATTER
CONTAINED IN PREVIOUS ISSUES 699
GENERAL INDEX 707



GENERAL INFORMATION

Symbols
The following symbols, where shown in columns of figures or elsewhere in tables mean:

n.a. not available
n.y.a. not yet available

- nil or less than half the final digit shown
.. not applicable

n.p. not available for separate publication (but included in totals where applicable)
p preliminary—figure or series subject to revision
r figures or series revised since previous issue

n.e.i. not elsewhere included
n.e.c. not elsewhere classified

— break in continuity of series (where drawn across a column between two consecutive
figures)

m.—males; f—females; p.—persons.

Other forms of usage
The following abbreviations are used for the titles of the Australian States and Territories and

Australia: N.S.W. (New South Wales), Vic. (Victoria), Qld (Queensland), S.A. (South Australia),
W.A. (Western Australia), Tas. (Tasmania), N.T. (Northern Territory), A.C.T. (Australian Capital
Territory), Aust. (Australia).

In general, the statistics in this volume relate to the States and Territories of Australia, i.e. they ex-
clude particulars of the External Territories of Australia, which, however, are specifically dealt with
in Chapter 27, Territories of Australia. A few series elsewhere include particulars of Papua New
Guinea because of the nature of the subject-matter; these series are indicated.

Yearly periods shown as e.g. 1977 refer to the year ended 31 December 1977; those shown as e.g.
1976-77 refer to the year ended 30 June 1977. Other yearly periods are specifically indicated. The
range of years shown in table headings, e.g. 1901 to 1976-77, indicates the period covered, but does
not necessarily imply that each intervening year is included.

Values are shown in Australian dollars ($ or $A) or cents (c) unless another currency is specified.
Catalogue numbers (previously Reference numbers). Throughout this book references are made

to ABS publications. In each case the catalogue number is shown in brackets; this should be quoted
when ordering these publications (see below).

Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies may occur between sums of the component items
and totals.

Availability of ABS publications
Information regarding the availability of ABS publications can be obtained from the Information

Services Section, Australian Bureau of Statistics, P.O. Box 10, Belconnen, A.C.T. 2616 Australia,
Phone (062) 52 6627, or from other ABS offices in each capital city and in Darwin.

A complete list of ABS publications produced in Canberra and in each of the State Offices is con-
tained in the ABS Catalogue of Publications, which is available free of charge from any ABS office.
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PREFACE
By the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Australia, the Parliament of the Commonwealth is
empowered, subject to the Constitution, 'to make laws for the peace, order, and good government of
the Commonwealth, with respect to ... Census and statistics.' In the exercise of the power so
conferred, a Census and Statistics Act was passed in 1905, and in the year following the
Commonwealth Bureau of Census and Statistics was created. During the late 1960s and early 1970s
it became increasingly evident that new statistical legislation was required to enable the Bureau to
respond to the changing needs of Government. As a consequence, the Australian Bureau of Statistics
Act, 1975 was enacted in mid 1975. The Act came into operation from 3 May 1976. The legislation
established the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) as the central statistical authority for the
Commonwealth Government, the office of the Australian Statistician and the Australian Statistics
Advisory Council ( ASAC).

The first Official Year Book was published early in 1908. This is the sixty-third Year Book issued
under the authority of the Commonwealth Government. The Year Book is the principal general
reference work produced by the Central Office of the Australian Bureau of Statistics. It provides a
comprehensive and detailed statistical review of all aspects of the economy and social conditions of
Australia, and in addition contains descriptive matter dealing with Australia's history, geography,
physiography, climate and meteorology, government, defence and repatriation services, and
international relations.

In the various chapters of the Year Book, and in the special index which precedes the general
index, there are references to special articles, background material and items of historic interest
which have appeared in previous issues.

Most of the statistics contained in this volume relate to the years ended June or December 1977 or
1978. More detailed statistics on subjects dealt with in the Year Book are available in the various
annual reports published by the ABS, while more recent statistics are contained in the Digest of
Current Economic Statistics (monthly) (1305.0), the Monthly Review of Business Statistics (1304.0)
and in other ABS publications issued monthly, quarterly, half-yearly, or yearly.

R. J. CAMERON
Australian Statistician

Australian Bureau of Statistics,
Canberra, A.C.T. 2600.
August 1979.
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