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PREFACE.

Having been asked by the Victorian Commissioners for the
International Exhibition to be held in Philadelphia in 1876 to
prepare an account of the colony for distribution in the United
States of America in connection with the catalogue of exhibits
sent by Victoria, I received permission of the Government to
embody in the present issue of the Year-Book, in addition to the
usual digest of the statistics of the preceding year, such further
mformation respecting the colony as might serve the purpose of
giving American readers some knowledge of its position, climate,
history, progress, and present condition. It is owing to this
circumstance that the introductory chapters appear in the present
work.

The facts embraced in the chapter relating to the discovery and
early history of the colony I have obtained whenever possible
first hand, either from original voyages and travels, from the
newspapers of the period, or from official documents. Compila-
tions I have only resorted to where direct information was not
procurable.

In preparing the chapter on the geography of Victoria I
soon found that little assistance could be derived from the
existing so-called Australian geographies. I was therefore
obliged to get the required information direct from maps, from
returns furnished by the Survey Department, or from the results

of the census.

It was with some hesitation that I decided on introducing a
chapter on meteorology and climate, and it was not until I
discovered that the Exhibition Commissioners had not made
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arrangements for a special essay to be contributed on those
subjects that I ventured to undertake the task of dealing with
them. Having the published results of the very excellent ob-
servations which had for years past been taken at our National
Observatory to form a groundwork for my labors, I felt I could
not go very far wrong if I adhered closely to my authorities.
This I have endeavored to do, and I believe that this chapter will
be found to be not the least valuable portion of the volume.

In connection with this subject a carefully-written description
of the Observatory and the instruments it contains has been pre-
pared expressly for the present work by Mr. E. J. White, the
~ Acting Government Astronomer. It will be found in an Appendix
~ at the end of the book.

Much of the chapter headed ¢ Census Results” 1s a repro-
duction in a greatly condensed form of the report I issued when
the census returns were published. Without such an addition,
any work professing to give a full statistical account of the
colony would be 1ncomplete.

The digest of the Statistics of 1874 embodied in thls work
will be found to be more full and comprehensive than that of the
Statistics of 1873 contained in the last Year-Book, and informa-
tion is in some instances brought on to various periods in 1875.
If it should appear to any of my readers that I have referred to or
commented upon points which may seem to them so well known
~ as not to be worth mentioning, I must ask them to bear in mind
that a portion of the issue is to be sent a long distance, and the
work may possibly circulate amongst those to whom, at the pre-
sent time, even the name of the colony is unknown.

Near the end of the volume is a table in which will be found,
arranged 1n chronological order, a list of such occurrences during
the past year as have seemed to me sufficiently important to
merit being. permanently recorded. I purpose making a similar
table a feature in each future issue of the Year-Book.

An alphabetical index, which will afford means for readily
finding every subject of which mention is made in the work, is
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given at the end. The figures in this index refer to the numbers
of the paragraphs, not to those of the pages.

The Statistical Summary printed on a folding sheet, which was
placed at the commencement of the former Year-Book, will be
found in the same place in this one, the figures for 1874 being
added to those previously given. It contains figures under all
the principal heads in connection with which statistical informa-
tion 1s usually required for as many years back as it has been
possible to trace particulars, and is often referred to in the body
of the work.

The map at the end has been specially prepared for the work
by the Survey Department. As it is the most recent, so I am
given to understand, 1t 1s also, for its size, the best map of
Victoria in existence. |

It will not surprise those who know the large amount of extra
work which the department of the Government Statist has been
called upon to perform during the currency of the present year,
in addition to ordinary duties at all times sufficiently heavy and
often calling for the closest personal attention on the part of the
departmental head, that the preparation of this work has not
been effected without the writer having been obliged to devote
to it a large portion of his private time. This, however, is a
consideration of but small moment in view of the benefit which
may possibly accrue to the colony from the publication of such a
large amount of valuable information as the book contains. It
is gratifying to know that portion of it, at any rate, is to be
more extensively utilised than was at first contemplated, the
Government having decided that a large number of copies of the
first two chapters shall be printed as a separate work for use in

the State schools.

Every part of the work has been carefully examined and
checked by officers in this department. With such a mass of
facts and figures, however, as its pages contain, it is almost too
much to hope that some errors and Inaccuracies may not have
escaped observation. If any such should be found, I shall
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esteem 1t a favor if the discoverer will notify the fact to me, in
which case I shall take an early opportunity of publicly acknow-
ledging the source from which the correction has emanated.

HENRY HEYLYN HAYTER,
Government Statist.

Office of the Government Statist,
Melbourne, 5th October 1875.
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