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PART V.—VITAL STATISTICS.

- 442. In pursuance of the provisions of Act 28 Vict. No. 268, very
complete records are kept of all births, deaths, and marriages which are
known to occur in Victoria. The births and deaths are recorded by
deputy registrars, and the marriages by registrars of marriages or
clergymen throughout the colony. The birth and death registrations
are made in duplicate, and the marriage registrations in triplicate, one
copy being forwarded to the Registrar-General, and one retained by the
deputy registrar, lay registrar, or officiating clergyman, as the case may
be. The third copy of the marriage register is given to the parties
married.

443. It is found convenient to deal with the records according to
the periods in which the births, deaths, and marriages are registered,
rather than those in which they occur. And—since the registration
of a death should in all cases precede burial, and the registration of a
marriage is simultaneous with the marriage itself—the registrations
during any period, in the former case closely, and in the latter case
entirely, agree with the actual transactions occurring therein. In the
case of births, however, there is a wider margin, since the legal limit
of registration extends to two months, and may in special cases extend
to twelve months after the occurrence, the effect of which is, not so
much that the numbers differ, since the births in one period may be
expected to coincide approximately with those in another of similar
duration, but that, in view of the length of time over which the
registration is permitted to extend, and the natural tendency of some
persons to postpone whatever is not absolutely necessary to be done on
a particular day, a certain number of births escape registration alto-
gether.

444. The marriages celebrated in Victoria during 1880 numbered
5,286, as against 4,986 in the previous year. The excess in favor of
1880 was thus 300.

445. More marriages took place in 1880 than in any previous year.
They, however, exceeded the numbers in 1877 and 1878 by about 200
only. The three years named are the only ones in which more than
5,000 marriages have been solemnized in Victoria.*

446. The number of marriages compared with the total population
is generally called the marriage rate. This in Victoria has for years
past been declining, and whilst in 1861 and 1862 it was as high as 8

* For the number of marriages during each year since the first settlement of Port Phillip, see
Statistical Summary of Victoria (first folding sheet) ante.
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per 1,000 of both sexes and all ages, and from 1863 to 1865 it was
between 7 and 8, only once since 1865 has it reached as high as 7 per
1,000. In 1880 it was 622 per 1,000, which, although a somewhat
higher rate than in 1879, and about equal to that in 1876 and 1878,
was lower than in any previous year since the third from that in
.which the colony was founded. The following table gives the number
‘of marriages and number of persons married per 1,000 of the popu-
lation during each of the twenty-one years ended with 1880 :—

ANNUAL MARRIAGE RaTE, 1860 TO 1880.

Per 1,000 of the Mean Population.
Year.
Number of Marriages. | Number of Persons Married.
1860 " eee 815 1630
1861 8-21 16:42
1862 826 : 16:52
1863 s 7°51 , 1502
1864 77 1554
1865 736 14:72
1866 oue 6°76 1352
1867  eee 697 13:94
1868 7°08 14'16
1869 6°89 1378
1870 ooy 663 13:26
1871 637 : 12:74
1872 .es 6:36 1272
1873 650 13-00
1874 6:33 12:'66
1875 cee: 6:33 ' 1266
1876 6:21 12:42
1877 631 12:62
1878 6°20 1240
1879 sos 598 1196
1880 622 12°44
Average of twenty-one years... 677 1354

447. It should be pointed out that the system of calculating marriage rarriage

‘rates by finding the proportion that the marriages bear to the whole
.population—although it is followed in all countries which compile
vital statistics—is a reliable guide whereby to estimate the condition
of a community only when applied to countries which are in a normal
state as regards age, but is apt to mislead in regard to new countries in
which, at various stages of their history, the age conditions are subject
to be disturbed by accessions of population from without.  For it is
evident that, if the number of persons—and especially of males—at
marriageable ages increases, marriages are likely to increase ; but, if
‘there is a falling-off in the number of such persons, marriages must
inevitably decline. The tendency of the marriageable males to marry

rates some-
times mis-
leading.
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is no doubt affected by their prosperity as well as the other circum-
stances by which they are surrounded, and of the intensity of these
circumstances a marriage rate affords an indication, but to be of
much value in countries where the elements of the population are dis-
turbed, it should be calculated so as to show the proportion of marriages
to such males, instead of to the total population. The reason why the
latter is the method usually employed when the former gives results
so much more reliable, is that the population, taken as a whole, can be
estimated with an approach to correctness at almost any time, whilst
difficulties lie in the way of forming a reliable estimate, between
the census periods, of the number of single men at marriageable ages.
448. The compilation of the returns of the census of 1881 is not
sufficiently advanced to admit of the existing proportions between the
number of marriages and of marriageable men being ascertained, but the
following table gives such a statement for the four previous years in
which a census was taken :—

PROPORTION OF MARRIAGES TO POPULATION AND TO
MARRIAGEABLE MEN.

- Bachelors aged Proportion of Marriages.
car ; . 20 and napwards, .
CeI(I)Squ Population. and Widowers Marriages.. Per 1,000 of Per 1,000 Bachelors
* at all ages. Population. and Widowers,
1854 267,371 70,865 3,765 14;08 5313
1857 430,347 95,427 4,524 10°51 47°41
1861 539,824 106,940 4,434 821 41-46
1871 737,005 89,921 4,693 6:37 52-19

449. The last column but one, which gives the marriage rate calcu-
lated according to the principle generally adopted, shows a very
considerable decrease at each period as compared with the previous one,
and a reference to a former table will show a still further decline for the
three years 1878 to 1880, in which an average of only 6°13 marriages took
place per 1,000 persons living. A very different state of things is, how-
ever, indicated in the last column, in which the marriage rate, calculated
according to the more correct principle, shows some decline, it is true,
between the first and second periods and the second and third periods,
but a revival between the third and last periods to nearly the same rate
as that which prevailed at the first period, which, being that of the most
exciting time of the gold discoveries, was one during which marriage
was often entered upon most recklessly.

450. It is thus clearly proved that, at the date of the census of 1871
the true marriage rate was not only not declining, but had increased
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-greatly. There is reason to believe that the results of the census just
taken will show a smaller number of marriageable men than there
were in 1871 ; but, as the marriages have maintained their numbers,
it will follow that, although a comparison of the marriages with the
whole population may cause an impression that the tendency to marry
is decreasing, a similar comparison with the number of single males at
marriageable ages will prove that this is not the case, but, on the
contrary, that such tendency is as great as, if not greater than, it was
at any former period.

- 461. The following table gives the marriage rates of the various Marriage

Australasian colonies for each year from 1869 to 1879, except Western
Australia, for which colony it is given for the last eight of those
years :—

- MARRIAGE RaTeEs IN AUSTRALASIAN CoLONIEs, 1869 To 1879.%*

Number of Marriages t per 1,000 of Mean Populations.
Year.
Victoria. [Ny act ) Ueee” | Austretia. | Auceratta, | Tosmania. | oW
1869 689 798 | 8-31 6°78 6°44 832
1870 6°63 7°79 7°80 6-90 6°62 762
1871 6-37 773 8:06 6-77 5:90 715
1872 6-36 7°42 870 7°20 5-56 617 685
1873 650 7°97 9:66 8:00 6°25 636 7-91
1874 6-33 759 8:62 8-:00 6°96 6-83 8-87
1875 cee 6°33 7°78 8:63 8:01 7°26 6:63 8:94
1876 ... 6-21 749 757 8-49 707 7-13 825
1877 . 6-31 7°73 7°57 8:66 6°38 779 7°63
1878 6-20 784 6°98 9-47 6-50 7°96 8:03
1879 5-98 7°55 7°49 8-81 757 7°28 760
Means ... 637 771 813 | 7-92 6°69 6°82 7°92

rates in
Australe
asian
colonies,

452. It will be observed that these rates are calculated upon the coloniesin

total population, according to which principle the marriage rate in
Victoria declined with considerable steadiness during the whole
period. In New South Wales the marriage rate, although not so
high in the last year of the period as in the first, was steadier through-
out than the rate in any other colony. In South Australia and Tas-
mania the marriage rates had been increasing for some years, but in
both they were lower in 1879 than in 1878, when the maximum during
eleven years was attained. These, moreover, are the only colonies—
with the exception of Western Australia—which had in 1879 rates
above the average of the eleven-year period. In Queensland the rate
has decreased rapidly since 1873, and in Western Australia and New

* For the number of marriages in the various colonies during the eight years ended with 1880, see

General Summary of Australasian Statistics (third folding sheet) ante. L
t The numbers doubled give the persons married per 1,000 of the population,

which mar-
riage rate is
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Zealand it declined from 1875 to 1877. In Western Australia, how-
ever, there has been a revival since 1877. The minimum, during the

eleven years, occurred in South Australia, Tasmania, and New Zealand

in 1871 ; in New South Wales and Western Australia (the latter given
for eight years only) in 1872 ; in Queensland in 1878 ; and in Victoria
in 1879.

453. The following is the order of the colonies in reference to their
respective marriage rates in the last year shown in the table, and
according to the average of the whole period of eleven years. It will
be noticed that Victoria is at the bottom of both lists ; also that the
positions of New Zealand and New South Wales have not varied;
but that whilst Queensland, which stood first according to the average
of eleven years, fell to the fifth place in 1879, South Australia,
which stood second according to the average of the period, rose to
the first place in 1879 :—

OrRDER OF COLONIES IN REFERENCE TO MARRIAGE RATES.

Order in 1879. Order in a Series of Years.
1. South Australia. 1. Queensland.
2. New Zealand. 9 % New Zealand.
3. Western Australia. * | South Australia.
4. New South Wales. 3. New South Wales.
5. Queensland. 4. Tasmania.
6. Tasmania. 5. Western Australia.
7. Victoria. 6. Victoria.

454. It may be mentioned that, other things being equal, a rural
life tends more to the promotion of marriage than a town one, and the
high marriage rates in South Australia and New Zealand may no doubt
be partly due to their being agricultural communities ; but there is also
little doubt that the high rates in these are also to be attributed to the
marriageable class being swelled each year by a large number of adult
immigrants, to which cause New South Wales also probably owes its
position on the list.* Neither in that colony nor in Queensland, where
immigration has of late fallen off, and with it the marriage rate, nor
in Western Australia, are agricultural pursuits followed to so large an
extent as in Victoria—the low marriage rate in which can only be
explained upon the assumption, for which there are good grounds, that,
in proportion to the whole population, single men are more numerous
in every one of the other colonies than they are here.

455. The marriage rate in 1879 of the colonies situated on the Aus-
tralian continent, taken as a whole, as also of those colonies with the
addition of Tasmania and New Zealand, was lower than in any of the
six previous years, as will be seen by the following table :—

* For number of immigrants and emigrants in each Australasian colony during the seven years
ended with 1879, see table following paragraph 106 anfe.
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Number of Marriages* per 1,000 of Mean Population..

Year.
- Australia with T ani
Continent of Australia. and Now Zo alg;fl‘. nia

1873 7-35 7-38
l:_ 1874 [ X X3 e e 7 -07 7.32
- 1875 ves 7°12 738
ol 1876 ees .es 6°93 7°15
[ ' 1877 T eee eee 7 .05 7.18

o 1878 . ... 708 7-27
: 1879 . 6°88 7°01
Means 707 7°24

456 Returns of the births, deaths, and marriages are obtainable Marriage
for but few British colonies outside of Australasia.
are the marriage rates in those colonies—which it is to be regretted possesslons.
are, for the most part, of only minor importance—for which such
particulars have come to hand, or can be gathered from their official
reports. The low rate in Barbadoes is explained by the fact that the
negro population as a rule ignore the marriage ceremony. The same
circumstance, to & greater or less extent, doubtless also affects the
marriage rate in Trinidad, and perhaps also in the Mauritius, although
the low marriage rate in the latter would be, to a certain extent,
accounted for by the fact that the large imported Cooly population is
for the most part comprised of males, the females introduced being

extremely few :—

rates in cer-

The following tain British

MARRIAGE RATES IN CERTAIN BRITISH POSSESSIONS.
Annual Rate per 1,000

Ceylon -
Mauritius
Seychelles ...
Bermudas ...
West Indies—
St. Lucia ...
St. Vincent
Barbadoes ...

Grenada ...
Dominica ...
Trinidad ...

e

ene

oo

Years.

1867-76
1871-75
1875-77
1871-75

1878-79
1872-76
1872-77
1871-75
1871-75

1871-75

of the Population.*
*3

LX) LX)

L LX) eee
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7
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457 The following table gives for each of the eleven years ended
with 1878 a statement of the marrlage rates in British and such foreign European

% The numbers doubled give the persons married per 1,000 of the population.
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countries as the information is available for. The figures have been
taken from the reports of the Registrar-General of England :—

MARRIAGE RATES 1N EuroPEAN COUNTRIES, 1868 to 1878.

Number of Marriages * per 1,000 of Mean Populatiohs.

U;ﬁ S | x| 4 & & By s lag| E é .
Yer 1821 S| Bl 2 E|E| S8 |88 2 54| &) sy

2ol 5| s | 8| 8| 2| E (58| 2|58 5 |2%8| 8| 8|3

Rg| ® o ~ ®w < o | xns & | TR R eS| = @ |8
1868 ...| 81| 67| 51| 73! 55| 98(137! 67| 88| ... | 773|771 79| 67|72
1869 ...| 80| 67| 50| 774! 57104 (11°0| 72! 89| . | 74| 78| 82| 81|80
1870 ...| 81| 72| 53| 74 66| 97| 98| 70| 74| ... | 70| 79| 6:0] 63|73
1871...| 84| 71| 54| 78! 65| 95]104| 78| 80| ... | 74| 80| 72| ... |75
1872...| 88| 75| 50| 75 70| 9-2|10'8 | 78 [10'3 [10'3 | 78| 82| 9'8| ... |75
1873 ...| 88| 78| 48| 81 73| 9-3(11°3| 7°6 102 (100 | 78| 85| 89| ... |79
1874...) 86| 76| 46| 82, 73| 90(107 | 83| 97| 96| 76| 83| 83| ... |76
1875 ...| 84| 74| 45| 85 70| &5(110] 90| 90| 91| 73| 83| 84| ... |84
1876...| 84| 75| 50| 85 71| 82| 99| 81 86| 85| 72| 82| 79| ... | &1
1877 ... 79| 72| 46| 81! 69| 74| 91| 79 80| 80| 69| 80| 76| ... |68
1878...| 76| 68| 47| 74| 65| 75| ... | 74| 8| 77| 67| 77| 76| ... [11
Means| 83| 72| 49| 78| 67| 89108 | 77| 88| 90| 73| 81/ 80| 70|76

458. It will be observed that in the last year named the marriage
rates in all the European countries were below the -average. In
Austria the rate had been decreasing steadily since 1869 ; in England,
Germany, and France since 1872 ; in Scotland, Sweden, Belgium, and
the Netherlands since 1873 ; in Hungary, Switzerland, and Italy since
1875 ; and in Denmark since 1876. Moreover, in England, Hungary,
Germany and Belgium therate in the latest year was absolutely the lowesﬁ.§
in Austria, the Netherlands, and Italy the lowest with one exception ; in
Scotland the lowest with two exceptions ; and in France (including one
year in which the rate was equal to that in the last) with three excep-
tions. It may be remarked that in England the marriage rate was
lower in 1878 and 1877 than in any year since 1847, and is attributed
by the Registrar-General of England to a continuance of the great
commercial depression which set in in 1874, the chief causes of which
were “ the continued prevalence of strikes in most of the great trades,
inactivity in the iron and coal industries, agricultural distress, bank
failures, war between Russia and Turkey, and rupture between the
Indian Government and the Ameer of Afghanistan.”§

* The numbers doubled give the persons married per 1,000 of the population.

1 The low marriage rate in Ireland is partly attributed to defective registration, particularly as regards

Roman Catholic marriages, which amount to over 70 per cent. of the whole. It is also stated to be in
part due to ‘“the abnormal conditions arising from a large annual emigration of unmarried persons ab
what 6m::l,y be called the marrying ages.”—See 15th Detailed Report of the Registrar-General of Ireland,
page 6. .
1 In Ttaly the civil became the only legal form of marriage in 1866, and the low rate (5'6) in_that and
subsequent years is attributed to the non-registration of marriages solemnized only in churches. The
number of such marriages, which was very great in 1866 and 1867, has been, however, decreasing—hence
+the apparent increase during the earlier years. -

§ See 41st report of the Registrar-General of England, page 10.
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459, The mean marriage rate in Central Europe, as shown by the Australasian
figures for Hungary, Germany, Austria, and Prussia, is much higher- pean mar-
than in the other portions ; the rate in England and Wales comes next ; E?n%;:?égs
and the rates in Holland and France follow. All these rates exceed
8perl, 000. The lowest rates prevail in Ireland * and Sweden. In only
two of the Australasmn colonies did the mean marriage rate, during
the eleven years ended with 1878, exceed 8 per 1,000—viz., in Queens-

Jand and New Zealand—the rate in the former being slightly greater,
and in the latter slightly less, than in Holland. The average rate
in New South Wales and South Australia is about the same as in
Denmark, which is next to France in regard to the marriage rate, whilst
the rate in Tasmania and Western Australia is about the same as in
Sweden, and that in Victoria is lower than in any of the European

countries named except Ireland.

460. The following, according to the reports of the Registrar-General Marriage
of England, is the marriage rate of the United Kingdom during the United
eight years ended with 1878. If, however, the registrations in Ireland Kingdom.
are defective, as is alleged,* some disturbance to the calculations must
result therefrom. It will be observed that the rate was much lower in

1878 than in any previous year named :—

Magrriace RaTe IN THE UniTED KinepoM, 1871 To 1878.

Marriages per 1,000 of

. the I’opulation.

1871 eos oes sae 8-21
1872 ... vor vor o oee 7°98
1873 " ees 8:03
1874 s ooe 779
1875 ... e 767
1876 cee T eme e 7°70
1877 e 7-32
1878 " ees e 7709

Mean 7472

461. Although as has been already stated,} rural rather than urban Marriage
life tends to the promotion of marriage, it happens that, since the fown and
marriage ceremony is generally performed in towns, whatever may be """
the ordinary residence of the persons marrying, the marriage rate
recorded there is much higher than that in the country. In 1880
lt was in country towns three times, and in the metropolis more than

three times, as high as in rural districts, as will be seen by the following

* See footnote (1) to table following paragraph 457 ante. - t See paragraph 454 ante.
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" table, which contains a statement of the marriages celebrated in that
" year in the three classes of dlstrlcts, together with the estlmated mean:
populations of such d1v1s10ns — |

MARRIAGES IN URBAN AND COUNTRY DistrIcTs, 1880.

Marriages, 1880.
Estimated
Districts. b Mean Total per ¥g£be{th
g . lation. Y 3 0 (3
opdiation. | Number. | Tp - tion.
Melbourne and suburbs eo | 277,200 2,564 9-21
Towns outside Melbourne and suburbs ... 189,642 1,693 893
Country districts - 383,501 1,039 - 271
Total ... .| 850,343 5,286 622
Marriages 462. Marriages in Victoria have generally been most numerous in
in each

quarter.  the autumn and spring quarters, and least numerous in the summer a.mf
winter quarters. In 1880, however, the number in the autumn was
lower than that in any other quarter. The followmg table shows the
number and percentage of marriages in each quarter of that year an@
the mean percentage in each quarter of the previous ten years :—

MARRIAGES IN EACH QUARTER.

Year 1880. o

Percentage

Seasons. Quali?si%l;%eg;_)f the |~ Number in Ten Years:

- = of Marriages, | Lcreentage. 1870 to 1879,
Summer March ... ...} 1,360 25'73 24°44
Autumn ... | June ... we | 1,213 22{95 - 2647
Winter .. | September ... ...| . 1,255 2374 - 2375
Spring v+ | December - ...| -- 1,458 ... 27°58 2534
"Year = ..] 5,286 100°00 10000

Former con- 463. About four-fifths of the unions which take place are between
pesons.  bachelors and spinsters ; and the next most numerous are generally those
mamed: between widowers and spinsters, although they have sometimes been
exceeded by marriages between bachelors and widows. Marriages
between widowers and widows are generally somewhat less than a
twentieth of the whole. The following are the number and percentage
.n each of these groups during 1880 and the percentage during the

previous decennial period :—
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ForMER CoNDITION OF PERSONS MARRIED.

Previa ' Conditi Year 1880. Percentage
revious Condltion. in Ten Years:
Number

" of Marriages. Percentage. 1870 to 1879.
Bachelors and spinsters ... 4,376 8278 8029
Bachelors and widows ... 307 581 787
Widowers and spinsters ...’ 390 7-38 777
Widowers and widows ... s 213 403 4'57
Total 5,286 100°00 100-00

464. Divorced persons marrying are classed as bachelors and spin- Divorcea
sters, unless in cases where they had become widowers or widows *
before contracting the marriage from which they were released by
divorce. Three divorced males and 3 divorced females were married
in 1880. The divorced males married splnsters, and the divorced
females married bachelors.

465. Persons whose wives or husbands have not been heard of for a Deserted

perlod of seven years. may marry again without rendering themselves and wives,
liable to be prosecuted for bigamy ; but such unions are subject to the
serious disadvantage that the issue by the second marriage would be
1lleg1t1mate, and the marriage itself void, if it should turn out that the
first husband or wife were alive at the time thereof. Three males
and 10 females availed themselves of this provision in 1880. The former
had not heard of their former wives for 7, 7, and 8 years respectively.
Of the females, 8 married bachelors, and 2 widowers; 2 had not heard
of their former husbands for 7 years, 2 for 8 years, and the remainder had
not heard of theirs for 9, 12, 14, 19, 23, and 30 years respectively. In
the previous year, 2 deserted males and 7 deserted females remarried.

466. In 1880, 603 widowers and 520 widows re-entered the marriage Remarriages.
state. During the last seven years more widowers have remarried than
widows. Formerly it was different. In the six years ended with
1873 the widowers re-entering the marriage state numbered 3,353 and
the widows 3,529, and at earlier periods in the history of the colony the
preponderance of remarriages of widows over those of widowers was
even greater than this. Such a circumstance would be likely to happen
only in a country in which females are much less numerous than males,
and the reverse having been the case of late years affords indirect proof
that the proportion of marriageable females to marriageable males in the
population has increased. In England and Wales, during the twenty
years ended with 1874, 48 per cent. more widowers remarried than
widows, the number of the former being 490,912, that of the latter
332,428. The following is a statement of the number of widowers and
widows who remarried in Victoria during each of the eleven years

ended with 1880 :—
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REMARRIAGES, 1870 TO 1880.

Number of Remarriages of— Number of Remarriages of—
Year. Year.

Widowers. Widows. _ Widowers. Widows.
1870 ... 547 595 1877 .. 666 600
1871 ... 587 605 1878 634 585
1872 ... 522 552 1879 637 553
1873 586 591 1880 603 520
1874 ... 602 - 593
1875 ... 614 583 Y o
1876 ... 678 623 Total ... 6,676 6,400

Marriages of  467. The marriages of 9 Aboriginal males with Aboriginal females

Aborigines.

Marriages of

Chinese.

are included in the returns of 1880. The Aborigines who desire to
enter the marriage state now generally do so according to some form
recognized by law. Mr. R. Brough Smyth, in his work upon the
Aborigines,* says that before the advent of Europeans there was no such
thing as marriage in the proper sense of the word amongst the Australians,
The acts which preceded matrimony were certainly not entitled to be
regarded as rites. Men obtained wives by a convenient system of
exchange, by conquest sometimes, and sometimes a woman was stolen.

468. Thirteen Chinese males were married in Victoria in the year
1880, as against 11 in 1879, 13 in 1878, 20 in 1877, and 14 in 1876.
During the fourteen years prior to the year under review, 241 China-
men were married in Victoria, or an average of 17 per annum. The
following table shows the nationalities of the women who formed
matrimonial unions with Chinese during that period, also during the
year under review :—

NATIONALITY OF WOMEN MARRYING CHINESE, 1866 TO 1880.

Number of Marriazes of Chinese Males.
; Birthplace of Wives. Fourteen Years: Year 1880 Total :
1866 to 1879. * 1866 to 1880.

Victoria ... 99 6 105
Other Australian colonies ... 42 3 45
England ... 49 1 50
Scotland ... o | 15 15
Ireland e | 23 1 24
Other British possessions ... ! 1 1
France oo | 1 1
Germany ... - 2 2
Spain e 1 . 1
The United States ... ee | 1 1
China s ver | 4 4
Atsea ... v | 3 2 5

Total . l 241 13 254

* The Aborigines of Victoria, vol, L., page 76, by R. Brough Smyth. Ferres: Melbourne, 1878.
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+-469. The marriage ceremony in Victoria may be performed either by Marriages
the registered clergy of any religious sect or by lay registrars. In e
1880 nearly 89 per cent. of the marriages were celebrated according
to the former, and. rather more than 11 per cent. according to the latter
system. Lay marriages are becoming more and more popular. The
number performed during 1880 exceeded bjr 57 the number in 1879,
and was- greater than that in any previous year. The following
table gives a statement of the number and percentage of marriages
celebrated by each religious sect and by lay registrars during 1880,

and during the previous ten years:—

MARRIAGES BY DIFFERENT DENOMINATIONS:

Marriages celebrated in—

- Marrlages performed aocording to the Year 1880 Ten Years : 1870 to 1879.

- Number. Percentage. Number. | Percentage.

_Church of England ... 1,341 25-37 12,059 | 2450
" Presbyterians oo | 1,074 20°32 10,046 20°-41
Wesleyans ... C ees 834 15:78 8,030 | 1631
Bible Christians 105 1-99 790 1-60
Independents . es 247 467 2,683 5-45
~Baptists 197 3:73 1,780 3:62
Lutherans ... . 63 1-19 511 1:04
"Unitarians ... e 2 <04 8 *02
‘Society of Friends ... 5 01
Calvmlstlc Methodists e 7 ‘13 89 °18
“Roman Catholic Church . 729 - 1379 8,907 18-09

-Jews .en 28 ‘53 | 208 ‘42

“Other sects ... S 71 1°34 494 1-00
‘Lay registrars 588 11-12 3,620 7-35
Total ... 5,286 10000 49,230 100°00

470. It should be mentioned that, occasionally, a marriage is Duplicate
marriages,
performed tw1ce over, viz., by a lay registrar and a clergyman, or by
clergymen of two different denominations. . It is not always easy to
detect these cases in the registers, but the circumstance occurs too
seldom to cause any serious disturbance in the marriage statistics.

471, Of the 9 Aboriginal marriages which took place in 1880, 6 sects of

Aboriginals
were solemnized -according to-the rites of the Moravians, and 3 married.

according to those of the Church of England.
'472. Of the marriages of Chinese in 1880, 2 were celebrated Sects of

hinese
according to the rites of the Church of England, 3 according to those married.
of the Presbyterian, 4 according to those of the Wesleyan, and 1

according to those of the Roman Catholic Church, and 3 were per-

formed by lay reglstrars
o
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signing with  473. The numbers of either sex who evineed their want of elementary

M education by signing the marriage register with a mark instead of in
writing were as follow in 1880, the proportion of those who signed with
marks to the total numbers married: bemg also. shown —

SIGNING MARBIAGE REGISTER WITH MA_RKS 1880.

Signing with Marks.

Number in-every 100;

Numbers Married.
’ Married.

- Persons Married.
) Total Number.

More males

Bridegrooms ...
Brides v

Mean ...

5286
5,286

221
216

418
409

5,286

218

4-12

474. It will be noticed that the proportion of females signing with

than femal .. : :
signed with marks was smaller than that of males. This is the first occasion on

marics 1850 which such a circumstance has happened in this colony ; the males in
previous years having been, according to this test, invariably found to
be the least illiterate.

475. In propoi'tion to the total numbers married, an evident increase

Increased
:&gegmm has taken place of late years in the number of both males and females
writing.

signing the marriage register in writing. In 1879 the proportion of
females signing with marks was slightly greater than in 1878, and in 1880
the proportion of males so signing was greater than in 1878 and 1879;
but, with these exceptions, a constant improvement has been apparent
from year to year—each year, as compared with its predecessor, show-
ing a'smaller proportion of persons signing with marks. The following
are the proportions for the last eight years :—

NUMBERS SIGNING WITH MARKS PER 100 MARRIED, 1873 TO 1880,

Year. Men. ‘Women. Mean.

1873 oee - 6-55 ves 9-97 826

1874 .ot ves 652 eee 9-91 8:22

1875 . .es 5-48 . 9-43 7°46

. 1876 s 5-31 750 6-41

1877 . 504 6:02 558

1878 4°12 530 4-71

1879 3°81 5°60 4-71

1880 4-18 4°09 4-12
Signigf Vivslg.; 476. A very much more decided improvement is shown by comparing

ar

to187.  these results with those of the twenty years prior to 1873, which embrace

the whole period from 1853, when the registration system was inaugu-
rated in Victoria, to the end of 1872. In this period 86,062 marriages
were registered, with the result that 7,902 of the bridegrooms and
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17,824 of the brides signed the register with marks. These numbers
give the following proportions as the average for the twenty years :—

NUMBERS SIGNING WITH MARKs PER 100 MARRIED, 1853 To 1872.

Men. ‘Women. Mean.
9-18 20'71 14-95

477 The marriages in which marks. instead of writing were made use Cases of both
of in 1880 numbered 389, but in only 48 of these, or less than an eighth, ‘With marks.
did both parties so sign. - In the 341 other instances either the husband
or the wife signed in writing. Thus, whereas the marriages in which one
or both could not write amounted to about a thirteenth of the whole,
in the case of only about 1 in every 110 marriages could neither party
write..

-478. In the case of the 9 marriages of Aborigines celebrated in 1880, S}E{,‘Sﬁ‘;ﬁiﬁf
all but one of the females, but only one of the males, signed the marriage )
register in writing.

479. The proportion of persons signing with marks is found to differ Signing with “
accordmg to the religious denomination. Means are afforded by the ?Q%ﬁk:etg
followmg table of observing the position of the adherents of the different
sects so far as the possession of a sufficient amount of rudimentary
educa.tlon to enable them to write their names is concerned. The
figures are those of the year 1880 and the average of the previous
ten years. Considerable improvement will be noticed in respect to all

the principal sects :—

SIGNING WITH MARKS IN EACH SECT.

Number Signing with Marks in every 100 Married.

Marrit%gfg epgls';%ﬁ%df %ﬁgﬁding Year 1880. Ten Years: 1870 to 1879.
Men. ‘Women. Mean. Men. Women. Mean.,
Church of England ...| 373 2-16 2:94 4:69 699 5:84
Presbyterians .| 2°80 3-17 3-98 3-88 656 522

Wesleyans ... .| 3°84 2:40 3:12 } . . .
Bible Christians e | 381 4-76 4-28 434 5°88 511
Independents... . 2:02 3°64 2:83 391 6:63 527
Ba,ptlsts 3:05 2°54 2:79 359 556 4-57
Lutherans ... 3:17 1°58 1-96 450 3-23
Calvinistic Methodlsts 14-29% 714 6:74 3:37
Roman Catholics 6°86 9:19 8:02 10-97 17-19 14:08
Jews . 1-44 1-92 1-68
Other sects ... .| 8°45 422 6:68 4+45 5:56
Lay registrars 629 7:65 697 658 14:03 | 10°30
Total ves 4-18 409 4-13 5:62 8:92 727

* Only 7 marriages in 1880 ; one man signed with a mark,
02
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480. It will be observed that the proportion of those signing with
marks is higher amongst marriages according to the rites of the
Roman Catholic Church than amongst those celebrated by any other
religious sect, but that the numbers in 1880 show a very considerable
improvement as compared with the previous ten years. The pro-
portion amongst civil marriages is usually somewhat lower than
amongst marriages by Roman Catholics, and these also show marked
improvement in this respect of late years.

481. In the 10 marriages by Unitarians which took place in the

Calvinists, eleven years ended with 1880, not one instance occurred of either of

and Jews.

Signing with . :
_with marks is published in all the Australasian colonies except Western

marks in
Austral-

asian colo-

nies.

the parties signing with a mark ; this sect therefore finds no placein
the above table. In the 96 marriages by Calvinistic Methodists all
but one of the males signed in writing, but 6 of the females signed

~with marks. In the 236 marriages of Jews only 7 persons signed

with marks.

482. A statement of the numbers who sign the marriage register

Australia and Tasmania, and from the figures given the following
percentages for 1877, 1878, and 1879, have been deduced. The
colonies are placed in order according to the state of education thus
displayed, the colony with the smallest proportion signing with marks
being placed first, and that with the reverse last:—

S1GNING WITH MARKS IN AUSTRALASIAN CoLonies, 1877 to 1879.::"

Number Signing with Marks to every
100 Married.
" Colony. " Year.
Men. ‘Women. . Mean, -
(| 1877 5-04 6°02 5:53 .
1. Victoria 1878 412 | 5-30 4-71
1879 3:81 5:60 4-71
1877 3-95 854 625
2. New Zealand ... .. < 1878 2-96 6-85 4-90
1879 3-31 6-41 4°86
1877 614 7-89 701
3. South Australia e <] - 1878 5:09 _7-00 6°04
: 1879 6°48 - 6:93 6:70
| | N C| 1877 845 11-07 9-76
4. New South Wales  ...<| 1878 |~ 7-71 852 811
1879  6°86 8-31 7°58
) ( 1877 7°78 14-15 1097
5. Queensland . <] - 1878 ©6°23 | 13-30 9:76
[| 1879 6°86 11-97 9-41
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~ 483. By these figures it appears that, in the matter of signature to Victoria the
the marriage register, all the colonies showed improvement in 1878 as ii%i“c‘éié‘ify
.compared with 1877, and many of them a still further improvement in

1879; also that in all the years the proportion of persons able to sign

in writing was higher in Victoria than in any . other colony. The
proportion of illiterate males, however, was greater during the last

two years named in Victoria than in New Zealand, but that of

illiterate females was so much less that, according to the mean of the

two sexes, the position of Victoria was above that of New Zealand.

484 No returns are at hand showing the manner in which the signing with
anriage, registers are signed in British colonies other than those the United
gamed. - The following, however, taken from the reports of the Registrars- Kingdom.
'ﬁeneral, are the proportions using marks in England, Scotland, and

Ireland :—

S1GNING WITH MARKS IN THE UNITED KinepoM.

) Number Signing with Marks to every 100 Married.
Country. Year.
Men. ‘Women. Mean.
England and Wales ... | 1878 14°6 19°8 172
Scotland ... 1875 86 169 12+7
Ireland 1878 28°5 337 311

 485. From the figures it would seem that Scotland is before and miteracy
in United

Ireland is behind England in point of adult education, but that all are Kingdom
mﬁch behind even the most backward of the Australasian colonies. ﬁ},‘&%‘;i%ﬁi.es
In England, in the 5 years ended with 1878, the greatest proficiency
amongst men was attained in the Westmoreland district, where the
percentage signing with marks was only 7-4; but even this shows
more illiteracy amongst males than that found to exist in 1879 in any
of the colonies named. As regards females the highest state of pro-
ficiency prevailed in the Surrey district, where the percentage signing
with marks was 8°1, or a lower proportion than in New South Wales
or Queensland. |

486. Of other countries the only one respecting which similar par- signing with
ticulars are at hand is France, where, according to the returns of 1877, %‘f;,i‘:ef“
illiteracy—by the marriage register test—is somewhat more prevalent
amongst males, and very much more so amongst females, than in
England and Wales, but in both cases is considerably lower than in
Ireland. In France, the proportions signing with marks in every

100 marriages during 1877 were — males, 18°562; females, 29-60 ;
mean, 24-06.
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- 487. It is satisfactory to find that, according to the test afforded by
the marriage reglsters, a knowledge of the rudiments of education: is
more common amongst adults in Vietoria than in England or France,
which  are probably more advanced in this respect than most other
‘European' countries. - There is, moreover, every reason to expect that
this knowledge will gradually become universal in the colony, as the
children éducated under the compulsory system of public 1nstruct10n
established in 18 78 arrlve at ma,rnageable ages. | g

488 The age of both brlde and brldegroom was spemﬁed in the
case of all but 46 of the 5,286 marriages which took place in 1880.*
In 38 of the defective entries the age of neither party was given;'ih
2 cases the age of the husband was 'stated, not that of the wife ; an&
in 6 instances the age of the wife was glven not that of the husbaﬁd
The followmg table shows the ages of the husbands and of the 'Wl’ves i
combination :— , BT

- AGEs oF Persons MARRIED, 1880.

‘- Ages of Wives. @

_ , 4

Ages Aol ] N I O IR N N B A R TR

of Husbands. |5igin®|d | g || 8 |8 |8|S|€/S|8|SER &3 H
slglelg(s|8|s| 8|2 |8|8|8|8|2|88|e|8a &
2lelt = |2 ]| (8|8 (8338|8885 &

17 to 18 years... |...|«es| 2| ... Tl 1| 1] eee | eeafoae]onetonn] aen|eva]ere]|eeefana]ens 5
1860197 5, ee [eefemeloe| 1] B I| 11 41 L] eer b o en ] oen e orefeeafundenn 11
19t0 20 vl 171 6] 81 2] 9] eee [aes [ [ ee [ere | eee fesfonsfons]ens]enn] 88
201021, .ol 1] 5| 8] 18] 21| 24| 88| 8| .| Tl iee| e fenilonclin]oni]uns) 114
216025 ,, .. |2|4|19/67 [121|187(282( 996 107 | 16 | 5| .ee | eu | eus |wussus]one]oit| 111757
251080 . ..o 3|11/ 40| 70|110|144| 788 (314 |61 | 11| 2| 2| .uu|eseforsluns]ons| 11557
8060 85, v |eefeee] 2/10| 25| 31| 44| 271 (166]82 24| 61 ... | wer [or:fous|oeslere].ne] 661
856040 5 o |eeeeer| 2| 9] 12| 9| 18]1241127|70 142 19| 1| | 2|errfeec]onr]ons| 435
40to4s 3 1| 5| 6] 7| 49|58/49(89|28| 4| 1|.../1]|...|...[...| 251
456050 , eufeerfeee 1| 2| 8| |- 8 21| 26]27(84(85[29| 2| 1/1|1]...|...| 186
BOEOBE 4y wer feoreesenel vee | 2| e | 2] 9] 11[19|16{15 28] 6] 8l.osferonrlons| 11
B5 10 60 5 are feer|ewslune] L] e feve oo | oo | 7| 5[12] 9110{ 10| B|L]...\occ]u..| 60
6060 65 4y v fere|ees|enefaee [en | wee | 2] L[ 2| B| T|11| 9| 4] 2/2|1]...|..| 4§
6560 70 4 ee feerennenef eur | ven | eee |eee | L] | 1) 20uife] 8] L)oo T]ee] 9
TOEOTE 55 wve fuve|ensfenaf eee | eer [ooe [wee | Llwee | T Lfee]une [oonenfoss| Lo~ 4
(4 2% JNNCUOOS N 00 U0 oy Qoo pov Y O OO iy o ot
Unspecified ... | our| o] oo | oo [ove | L L[ ooe [ore [oee | oo [ onn [ e [eeaonn]0138] 44
‘Total wives... | 2 | 8 |46|146|260 (374 485 2314/822|336/194/126| 83 | 26 |14/ 5 |3 | 2 |40|5286

Nore.—This table may be read thus:—Three men between 40 and 45 married girls between 16 and
17; a woman between 60 and 65 married a man between 40 and 45, &c.

* There is no reason to suppose that in Victoria the age of either party to a marriage is often wrongly-
stated, and the cases in which the age is not specified are but few. It may, however, not be amiss t0
quote the following from the 41st (last) report of the Registrar-General of Enoland page Xv.:i—
“ 1 should be glad if the clergy, at the time of registering the marriage, would state that it is of con-
siderable importance, not only to the parties themselves, that their precise ages should be returned
either for tracing pedigree or for proof of personal identification in establishing title to property—
but that such particulars would also enhance the values of these national records for purposes of
statistical investigation.”
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489, An examination of the above: table will show that in‘1,539 Retative

instanees; or 29 per cent. of the whole; both parties to the: marriage e eband
were about the same age; in 388 instanees, or 77 per cent. of the "™
whole, the wife was older than the husband; and in 3,363 instances,

or 64 per cent. of the whole, the husband was older than the wife.

490. Boys not under 14 and girls not under 12 years of age may, with Marriages
the consent of their parents. or guardians, legally marry in Victoria ; of minors.
but, as a matter of fact, marriages are seldom contracted at such early
ages. Five of. the males, however, who married in 1880 had not
reached thelr,el,ghteenth year, and two of the females had not reached
their fifteenth ; :as many as. 163 of {the males, or 1 in every 82, and no
fewer than 1 321 of ‘the females, or- Just a ‘fourth, had not attained the
full age of 21 years... These. proportions fluctuate, from- year to year.

In 1880, as compared with prev1ous years; the proportlon of males

marrying under age was high, but that of females low. .

491. In proportmn to the total numbers marrying, more females but Marriages of
fewer males marry under age in Victoria than in England and Wales. %&%ﬁ;ﬁnd
This is shown by the figures in the following table; but it should be England.
pointed out that this-is not an infallible test of the-tendency to marry
under age, to determine which accurately, the minors marrying should
be compared with the total number'of persons-at the same period of

life :—

£

“ 'MARRIAGES OF MINORS IN VICTORIA AND ENGLAND AND WALES.

In every 100 Ma.fria.ges, Numbers under.
. . 21 Years of Age.
. : . [ 11In Engla,nd and -
in Persons Married. In Victoria. | “Wales.
' ‘ Ten Years : 1870| Ten Years:lS.‘GﬂSV |
Year 1880.- |7 0879, | to1877.
- Bridegrooms w.| 308, | 2387 - 7-90
Brides ... we | 24:99 | 28-61 21-91
Mean ... .|  14°03 1549 | 14°90

492 The blrths reg1stered in Vlctona durmg 1880 numbered 26 148, Births, 1880.
as against 26,839 in 1879. The decrease in the year under review, as
compared with the prevmus one, was thus 691

. 493; The births in 1880 were less numMerous tha,n in any previous Births in
yearsmce 1867, except 1877 a,pd 1869.* . | : 1 former

years.

* For number of births in each year, see Statistical Suminary of Victoria (first folding sheet ante).
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494. The birth rate has been decreasing steadily for years past, and

* in 1880 was lower than it was in any year of the previous vicenniad.

Birth rates
sometimes
misleading.

Birth rates
in Austral-
asian
colonies,

The following are the figures for the twenty-one years :—
~ AxNUAL Birta RatE, 1860 To 1880,

Births per 1,000 of
Mean Population..

1860 ... 42-81
1861 ... e ve. 43°46
1862 ... e 44°50
1863 ... 42°46
1864 ... ooe s 4379
1865 ... . cee oo 42-40
1866 ... .o e 39°76
1867 ... 3975
1868 ... oo ves 41-08
1869 ... T e 37-89
1870 ... 3807
1871 ... 37-15
1872 ... 36-33
1873 . ... 36-71
1874 ... 34-46
1875 ... 33°94
1876 ... ves 33-61
1877 (121 e eee LR ] LR R 32‘17
1878 .‘.lu ses ces (1 2] .8 e 32.36
1879 ... ee vos von 32-18
1880 ... s 30°75

Average of twenty-one years 37-27

495. Birth rates, based upon a comparison of the number of events
with the total population, are, like marriage rates calculated upon a
similar basis, apt to mislead, unless the population is in a normal condition
in regard to age. Itmust be quite evident that, if there is not a sufficient
proportion of women at the fruitful or child-bearing ages in a com-
munity, the birth rate cannot be high, but that an excess of women at
such ages would be likely to cause a high birth rate. The frequency
of marriages also raises the birth rate ; but there are in some countries,
such as France, circumstances owing to which, notwithstanding the
proportion of women of fruitful age is quite up to the average, and
marriages are numerous, the birth rate is still low. The census just
taken may be expected to throw light upon this as well as on many
other social questions of the deepest interest. ‘

496. Complete returns of the births in the Australasian colonies are
available to the end of 1879, and from these and the mean popula-
tions of the respective colonies during each year the birth rates have
been calculated in the office of the Government Statist, Melbourne,
The following table gives the birth rates of the different colonies for
each year from 1869 to 1879, or as many years between: those periods
as the figures are available for :— |
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! BmrH RATES IN AvustrALASIAN COLONIES, 1869 To 1879.*

o Number of Births per 1,000 of Mean Populations.
Year.. New South South | Western |
. ew Sou - v

Victoria. | yajes. Q}la?él.s Aus(:‘.‘rlalia. ‘Augts.rahﬁa Tasmania. Zgﬁzd.
1869 coe 3789 40-41 42-83 39°:03 . 28-27 41-90
1870 38-07 39°76 43°51 | 38°48 . 30°18 42-32
1871 3715 39-42 43-25°| 38-34 vou 30°16 40°64
1872 . 36°33 38-27 40°70 37°60 3242 29-44 3950
;1873 o 36°71 39-01 40-82 36-42 31-43 29-43 39-00
- 1874 oo 34-46 3875 41-11 38-22 33-71 29-72 4027
1875 vee 33°94 37°83 38:90 35°70 2872 29-88 40°23
1876 cos 33:61 3769 37-48 3771 33°98 3011 41-73
1877 " e 3217 36°-92 36°75 3736 3307 30-21 41-28
1878 32-36 37°36 35°77 38-23 31-11 32-27 42-14
1879 3218 37-72 3674 38°96 34-38 3205 40-32
Means... 34-99 38°47 39-81 37-82 3235 30°16 4085

497. The birth rates in Victoria and New South Wales — more Golonies in
especially the former — have been declining with little intermission
throughout the whole, and the birth rate in Queensland during the
latter half, of the period of eleven years. The rates in South Australia
and Western Australia fluctuate considerably ; in 1879 the rates in
both these colonies were above the average. The colonies in which the
birth rate has shown signs of increase of late years are Tasmania and
New Zealand ; in the former it increased steadily, and in the latter not
quite so evenly, in the six years ended with 1878, but in 1879 it
showed a diminution in both colonies, especially in New Zealand. A
glance at the table will show that, in all the colonies except these two,
higher rates prevailed in the earlier than in the latter years of the

period.

which birtle
rate is
increasing,.
and the
contrary,

498. The following is the order of the colonies in reference to Order of

colonies in:

their respective birth rates in the last year shown in the table and respectto

according to the average of the whole period of eleven years.

It will

be observed that Victoria is the lowest but one on the list for 1879 and
stands fifth in the eleven-year series :— -

ORDER OF AUSTRALASIAN COLONIES IN REFERENCE TO BirtH RATES.

NPk

Order in 1879.
New Zealand.
South Australia.
New South Wales.
Queensland.

‘Western Australia.

Victoria.
Tasmania.

NGk W

Order in a Series of Years.

New Zealand.

Queensland.

New South Wales.
South Australia.

Victoria.
‘Western Australia.
Tasmania.

* For the number of births in the varlons colonies during the eight years ended with 1880, see

@ eneral Summary of Australasian Statistics (third folding sheet) ante.

birth rates.
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Birthrate in 499, Tn the Australasian colonies, taken as a whole, the birth rate had
fnlﬁstAm{xsia from 1873 to 1877 shown a more ‘marked decline than the marriage

i rate.* Thére was, ‘however, a shght improvement.in 1878 and 1879,
as will be seen by the following figures :— .

BIRTH RATE IN AUSTRALIA AND AUSTRALASIA 1873 TO 1879

o N‘fgmber of Bj;rths per 1,000 of -Mean Populationsf r_,
Yea'r* A S it R e
| L] continentof Austratia Tasmaﬁl:s;;aél%mm
R0 1.1 - TEUORPOUSY ;.'37 36 }’j 'f,":; B T
S 1874 e el . 3646, ... ... 8670
A £:1 4 ST 85-29" tT 85es2 L
71876 ... T I ,‘ ; ,,35-20 o T P 36-04 - -
©O1877 L. w8415 ~ 35-16 '
s 1878 1;‘,7.‘— . r-.. .. ope I ,3,.4’313 Cene ; B! -3.5.51 -i
CCUI879 .. we T w7 8455 35742
‘ MeaanS “',',' ‘ . ooe;f f"' ': 35.33 ot . i ‘_- . - 315‘918 v'.,'.',‘

T

Birthi ratesin 500 The blrth rates in certam Brltlsh colonles outs1de Ausbra;lasm,
fgsl:zss];ions 1nclud1ng afll those for Whleh the mformatlon is a,vallable, are shown in

the followmg table. In some: cases the figures .are only for one or two

yearsi— -
BirTH RATES IN CERTAIN BRITISH POSSESSIONS. .. - .= i
~ Colonies. -,z\_ L Years. 1?3&%?%3?%&3&3&

Ceylon ... ' 1867 76 277

Stralts Settlemen’cs e 18737 9-3t

Hong Kong * ... = ... | - =~ 1875 - 13°8 -

Mauritius 1876-7 36°5°

Seychelles e 1875-7 374

Bermudas -~ ... = .. < 1871-5 " 87°8°

. British Guiana ... .| . 1871-9 355

West Indies— | o
Bahamas = ... 7 7 .. 1874-5 = | - 390
Jamaica . ... Ceee 1875 . |. 33-1
St. Lucia ... 1869-79 ‘ 46-4%
St. Vincent ... ceed—: 18709 . " 46°0
Barbadoes .. 1872-8 43-2
Grenada ... - - ..|  1871-5 452
Antigua e e 1875-6 404
Montserrat ...° ... 1874-5 © . 48°8
Dominica e e 1871-6 . 810
Trinidad- eee 1T ems 1876 - 852

Birthratesin 501. A statement of the birth rates in British and certain fereign
U . . . . .
countries.  countries for each of’ the: eleven years ended with 1878 is given in the

e © 7 "'% Seeparagraph 455 ante. C ‘
f Reglstramons incomplete. - 1 Including still births.
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following table. - The figures have been takén: from the reports of: the
Registrar-General of Englands— . ', . 1 g

LR
b

' Birra RaTES IN EvrROPEAN COUNTRIES, 1868 T0 1878.

N . I

Number of Births per 1,000 of Mean Populations.

HER =3 - . ‘ I . .
‘Year. | 3 | . c o b l | E - A .
ARURRETEN I TR AR - BNt IR0 M- | B s lasl & -t N K

EEAC AR A AR A0 DO A O 3 I

55| 5| 5| B| B E| B E|EEIE| € 8% 25| &

RE| 2| A | RA|a| <| B | &|ch| | A |BS| & | &8
1868.../35°8/35"3(26°7(31-9/27-5 39-3(42°4(36-8| ... [30-2/31-5!34-7|25-7|34-4/35-3
1869...|34-8|34-3(26-7]29° 5|28 2/40-2|42-6/37:7| ... |30-9|31-6/34°5/25-7|35-7/37-0
1870...|35 2|34 6|277/30: 5283140 5(41°7|38" 1| ... |31-3|32°3|35-9|255(354/367
1871...35°0345(28°1|30°2(30- 4/39+9(43+0/33"8| ... [30-5[31:0/35-3|22°6] ... |37-0
1872.../35°8/850/278/30°3(30-0/39-9|41-0!39- 7 /39 4/31 - 3[32-3|35-8/26 8/ ... [37-8
1878.../355(349(27°1/30°7|30°8/40-3|42°2/39-7(39-7|31-2[32°5/36 0|26 1| ... |36°3
1874...,.36°2/35°7|26°6[30°8{30°9/(40°1[42°740°1|40-1 31°9(32°636°1(26°2-.,.-34"9
1875...|135°5/35°4|26°1(31-8(31-0/40°4{45°2{40"3 4:0“4(,5;133'5‘32'5]36‘3 26°0| ... 377
1876.../36°6/35°9(26°4{32°5(30°7|40°6/45°6/40°5/40°8(32°9,33°2 36°8{26°3| ... {39 0
1877.../36°2{35-6(26-2|31-7]30-9|39- 1|43+ 3/39-8|40-3/32-1!32-3/36-3(256] ... |36°7
71878.“:.‘.‘35'935'3 251 3’1'"6 29‘7:38'9 '.‘..‘38‘:638’8 31-5/31:5/358 25-2] ... 359
Meams 35°7;35°1/26°8/30°9{29°9/39°1|42:9:38°6 39'931'632“\1[35'8'25"6 35°1;36-8

502. It is reasonable to suppose that fhe airéragés in this table will Discrepan-

follow a similar order to those in the table of marriage rates,}'and this is
found to be.the. case, except in respect to three countries, viz., France,
Spain, and.Italy. The discrepancy may be only apparent in the case of
Spain, as the average is for no more than three years, and in Italy it is
satisfactorily explained by the circumstance that many marriages have
not been registered ;1 but as regards France no such explanation can
be given, and the fact remains that, whilst it has a comparatively high
marriage rate, the birth rate is lower than that in any other European
country, and is but little above its own 'death rate. §

cies between
birth and
marriage
rates in
European
countries.

- 503. The birth rate of Victoria, taken over a series of years, is about Australasian

equal to the rate in Scotland and Spain, lower than that in England and
Holland (in which therates are about equal), Italy, orthe Central European
States, but higher than that of any of the other countries named in the
last table. In four of the Australasian colonies—viz., Queensland, New
Zealand, New South Wales, and South Australia—the rate is about

* Tt is explained that the low birth rate in Ireland is partly attributable to the small proportion of
females in the population at child-bearing ages. (See 15th Detfailed Report of the Registrar-General of
Treland, pages 12 and 29.) There is also no doubt, however, that the figures understate the truth, the
registration being admittedly defective. . . : .
;See' table following paragraph 457 ante.

§

See . footnote to table following paragraph 457 anfe. . - . '
'§ An expla,na.ti(gzl of the low birth rate in France is given, as follows, by the Registrar-General of

England, in his 41st Report, page x1vi ;—* The low birth rate in France cannot be attributed to a small
Qmportiona,l number of women at the.child-bearing ages, for the proportion is higher in France than in;
any other country of Europe ; indeed, it is generally recognised t0 be chiefly, though indirectly, due to
the subdivision of land among the peasant proprietors. The better class of the laboring population
aspire to become proprietors of small holdings: by thrift and industry they accumulate capital for this
purpose, and avoid by their social philosophy the division of their property ra.mon_gst a large family at:

their decease.”
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equal to that in Central Europe—the rate in the two former approxi-
mating to that in Hungary, and in the two latter to that in Prussia,
In Western Australia the rate is about the same as in Belgium, whilst
in Tasmania it is lower than in any of the countries named, except
Sweden, Ireland, and France.

504. According to the reports of the Registrar-General of England,
the following is the birth rate of the United ngdom during the eight
years ‘ended with 1878 :—

BmrtH RATE IN THE UNITED KﬁVGDOM, 1871 To 1878.

Births per 1,000 of . Births per 1,000 of
the Population. the Population,

1871 eoe ves 35-0 1877 cee ves 345

- 1872 cee see 34-4 1878 cee . 34°1
1873 ces cee 34-1 —_—
1874 ... 34°5 Mean . 344
1875 ... .. 340 | —
1876 ser een 34°9 i

505. The following table shows the births and birth rates in the
metropolis, the extra-metropolitan towns, and the country districts of
Victoria during 1880 ; also the estimated population of such divisions
about the middle of that year :—

BmrTaS IN URBAN AND CoUNTRY DisTRICTS, 1880.

e A Births, 1880.
istricts. Pop mﬁon?an Number per 1,000 of
Total Number. ‘the Pop labion.
Melbourne and suburbs ... 277,200 8,645 31-19
Towns outside Melbourne 189,642 6,488 34-2}
and suburbs

Country districts 383,501 11,015 28°72

Total cee 850,343 26,148 3075

506. The following table shows the birth rates in the same three
divisions of the colony during each of the last eight years. The rates
here given for extra-metropolitan towns and country districts differ
somewhat from those published last year, as the errors in the popu-
lation estimates, which the census disclosed, necessitated changes in
the figures for previous years. It was not, however, found necessary
to alter the figures for Melbourne and suburbs, as the difference between
the estimated and ascertained population of the metropolitan distriet
was not great. In the earlier years of the period named, the birth
rate of the country districts was about equal to that of the metropolis,
whilst the birth rate of the extra-metropolitan towns was very much
higher than either. In the latter years, however, the metropolitan rate
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was much above that of the country districts, and was only shghtly
below that of the extra-metropohtan towns.

" BrTH RATEs IN URBAN AND COUNTRY DISTRICTS, 1873 1o 1880.

Number of Births per 1,000 of the Population.
Year. M ib ‘ ' . :

: esggru?gs?nd Mel%‘gmzc;gglggggrbs. Country Districts, | ¢ W']i‘ﬁffc}ria..

1873 3436 40°18 : 36°32 36°71
1874 ves 32-98 39-81 32-°46 34°46
1875 e | 83°63 . 38°63 31°54 33-94
1876 3320 3780 31°61 33°61
-1877 33:09 ‘ 34°51 30°-30 32-17
"1878 es 3367 35°42 29°89 32-36
1879 33°32 3565 29-63 32-18
1880 . 81°19 34°21 28-72 30°75

507 The following table shows the mean population, the number of Birtn ratesin
births, and the birth rate during 1880 ; also the birth rate during the tan sube
. ! r -‘ . o o P . o dlstncts-

nine years, 1871 to 1879, in the different municipalities, &c., forming

the component parts of the district of Melbourne and suburbs :—

’BIRTH RaTEs IN MELBOURNE AND SUBURBS, 1871 T0o 1880.

Year 1880. INsl;T gelasr,isg‘_
d’_ ot Births. .
o B [ erer | Bl o
! Total PEI | 1000 of Mean
Fopulation® | Number. | pOIOLINe | Population,

Melbourne City e | 64,032 1,579 24°66 27-92
Hotham Town ... 16,877 552 32-71 34°18
Fitzroy City ... e | 22,594 719 31-°82 34:96
Collingwood City .| 23,439 790 33+70 3662
Richmond Town e 22,907 722 3152 | 36°55
Brunswick Borough . ... 6,054 233 38-49 38-71
Prahran City C e .| 20,639 626 30-33 32°66
Emerald Hill Town e | . 24,760 798 32-23 31-99
Sandridge Borough 8,593 340 39-57 38:92
St. Kilda Borough 11,470 306 26°68 29-33
Brighton Borough 4,630 118 2549 31-87
Essendon and Flemmgton Borough 4,867 142 29-18 3929
Hawthorn Borough 5,816 159 27-34 35-14
Kew Borough .. 3,346 87 26°00 27-06
Footscray Borough . 5, ,730 240 4188 46°23
Williamstown Borough .. 8,890 | 304 34°20 39-48
Remainder of district ... 17 680 410 23-19 26-21
Ho.spztals, asylums, §e.t ... 3,398 519 152-74 139-48
Shlppmgm Hobson’s Bay a.ndnver:t - 1,478 1 *67

Total .. | 277,200 8,645 ' 31°19 33-80

* Deduced from the recent census. ,

1 The populatlon given is that of all the public institutions, but the Lying-«in Hos;ntal is the only
institution in which births oceurred.

1 Figures showing population of shipping at census of 3rd April 1881,
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- 508. It will be observed that during the nine years ended with: 1879
the births in one municipality only, viz., Footscray, were above 40 per
1,000 of the population ; that in six municipalities, viz., Williamstown,
Essendon and Flemington, Sandridge, Brunswick, Collingwood, and
Richmond, they were between 35 and 40 per 1,000 ; in five municipalities,
viz., Fitzroy, Hotham, Prahran, Emerald Hill, and Brighton, they were
between 30 and 35 per 1,000 ; and that in three municipalities, viz.,
St. Kilda, Melbourne, and Kew, they were below -30 per 1,000. The
lowest rate was in “ Remainder of Distriet,” viz., 261th per 1,000,
which was even lower than in the rural districts of the colony.*

509. During 1880, the rates in all the sub-districts except Emerald
Hill and Sandridge were lower than they were in the nine-year period.
The sub-district with the highest birth rate was still Footscray, those
with the lowest were Brighton, Kew, Melbourne City, and “Remainder
of Distriet.” _ B

510. The birth rate in London, according to the average of the ten
years 1868-77, was 358, which was only slightly higher than that of
England and Wales during the same period. It was thus about 2 per
1,000 above the average in Melbourne and suburbs.

511. The births of males in Victoria during 1880 numbered 13,358,‘
those of females 12,790. These numbers furnish a proportion of 104'4
boys to 100 girls. In the previous ten years 137,914 births of males
and 131,799 births of females were registered, giving a proportion of
1046 boys to 100 girls.

512. In every countrj? in which births are registered it is found that
more males are born than females. In England and Wales, during the
ten years ended with 1877, 103'9 boys were born to 100 girls; in
Scotland, during 1878, 106'4 boys were born to 100 girls; and in
Ireland, during 1878, 1046 boys were born to 100 girls.

513. Cases in whieh twins were born numbered 219 in 1880, but
no case occurred of triplets being born. In the eleven years ended
with 1880, 2,737 cases of twins and 22 cases of triplets were recorded,
the total number of births in the same period having been 295,861.
There were thus 293,080 confinements in the eleven years, and it
follows that 1 mother in every 107 gave birth to twins, and 1 mother
in every 13,322 was delivered of three children at a birth.

514. The illegitimate children born in 1880 numbered 1,254, 0r 1 in
every 21 births registered, a proportion which was the same as in
1879, but much higher than in any previous year. The illegitimate
births in 1879 were set down as 1in 21 ; in 1878 as 1 in 24 ; in 1877

* See table following paragraph 506 ante.
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af:1in26; in 1876'as 1in 27; and in 1875 as 1 in 34. It should, however,
be stated that the fact of a birth being illegitimate is not always recog--
nizable except by a very careful examination of the registers, and it is.
possible that previous returns did not show:the full extent to which
illegitimacy prevailed, and that portion,: at any rate, of the apparent
increase during 1879 and 1880 may have resulted from the fact of the
serutiny: having been closer than in former years.* In the last eleveén:
years, out of 295,861 infants born, 10,624 were traced as having been
born out of wedlock, which numbers furnish a proportion of 1 illegitimate
child to every 28 births.

515, According to a calculatlon, the basis of which I have more than Women
oqge,expla.med,’[ it follows, from the number of births of legitimate conoubie
children, that, approximately, 82,704 married women at the fruitful or "
child-bearing age were living in the colony during 1880, and from the
number of births of illegitimate children that, exclusive of public pros-
titutes; who, as they rarely have children, are omitted from the compu-
tation, at least 4,166 single women at a similar period of life were living
in concubmage The total number of single women between 15 and
45 years of age may be estimated to have been about 95,000 during the
year.” It therefore follows that 1 out of every 23 of these was living
immorally.

.616. The following table gives a. statement of the number of 111eg1- Tllegitimacy

tlma.te births and their proportion to the total number registered ; also Aagar

tha estimated number of women living in concubinage, and their e
proportlon to the total number of single women at reproductive ages

hvmg in Victoria, according to the returns of the last eight years :—
TLLEGITIMACY AND CONCUBINAGE, 1873 To 1880.

egiimate Birins. | TR TR e
Year. ' ’ Number per 100 of
Total Percentage of Estimated SingleWomen between-
Number, Total Births. | Total Number. |15 and 45 Years of Age-
Living in Victoria.
1873 ... 893 - 318 2,967 4'54
1874 s ves 984 367 _ 3,269 4-41
1875 ... 779 2:92 2,686 3:36
1876 .es eee 975 3°64 3,239 - 402
1877 cor cee 1,010 3-88 3,355 " 385
1878 ... 1,103 415 3,664 420
1879 ... 1,304 4-86 4,332 478
1880 . ees 1,254 4:80 4,166 439
Means 1,038 3-89 3,447 419

* For many reasons, statistics of illegitimacy generally understate the truth. See remarks upon the-

subject in the Victorian Year-Book, 1877-8, paragraph 259.
'rJSﬁe Victorian Year-Book, 1873, paragra.ph 286, and Victorian Year-Book, 1874, paragraph 490.
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517. Besides Victoria, the only Australasian colonies which publish

asian statistics of illegitimacy are apparently New South Wales, Queensland,
According to these, illegitimacy was, over a series
of years, most rife in New South Wales, next so in Victoria, next in

colonies. and New Zealand.

Queensland, ‘and least of all in New Zealand.

The following table

shows the percentage of illegitimate to the total births in the four
colonies named during each of the eight years ended with 1879 :—

TLLEGITIMACY IN AUSTRALASIAN COLONIES, 1872 To 1879.

Tllegitimate Births to every 100 Children Born.

Year.
Victoria, New South Wales. | Queensland. New Zealand,

1872 ese 2:99 403 2-92 eee
1873 318 4-15 2:71 1-42
1874 . 367 4:22 276 130
1875 ees 2:92 420 343 136
1876 . 3°64 4-08 321 2-23
1877 cee .se 3'88 4:14 364 208
1878 .se ese 415 403 368 2:41
1879 . 4-86 4-51 4-31 2:30

Means . 3°66 417 333 187

“'llegl timacy
in United

518. Tlegitimacy in England and Wales appears to be commoner

Kingdom. than, and in Scotland more than twice as rife as, it is in any of
the Australasian colonies named. In Treland, on the other hand, if the
figures are reliable, it is less prevalent than in any of those col‘bnies,'
except New Zealand. This Wﬂl be observed by comparmg the follow-
ing table with the previous one :—

ILLEGITIMACY IN ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, AND IRELAND,
1871 To 1878.

" Illegitimate Births to every 100 Children Born.

Year.
England and Wales. Scotland. Treland.

1871 : 56 95 97
1872 . 54 91 25
1873 . 52 90 24
1874 : 50 87 23
1875 . 48 86 23
1876 47 86 23
1877 . 4-7 84 2:4.-
1878 . 47 84 2:3

Means . 50 88 24
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© 519. Tt will be readlly supposed that a larger proportion of illegitimacy megitimacy

prevails in Melbourne and suburbs than in any other district of Victoria, i‘é&i’.{?} rud
and that the proportion in the country districts is the smallest of all.
In 1880, in the metropolitan district abéut 1 birth in 13, in extra-metro-
politan towns 1 birth in 22, and i in country districts 1 birth in 35, was
registered as illegitimate. In the previous year the proportions were
Fin 12, 1 in 24, and 1 in 37 respeectively.

520. According to the registrations, births in Victoria are always most Births n
numerous in the winter quarter, and next to that in the autumn quarter. for,
The proportlon of births in the spring and symmer quarters varies in
different years, the advantage being generally slnghtly in favor of the
f’ormer.' The following are the numbers and per(:entage for 1880 and

the percentage for the prekus decennlal perlod —

f | B;m'ms ' EAQH QUAR'rER. |

‘ Year 1880. Percent o8 tn

. .Quarter ended on the |~ T ) ago I

Seasons. last day of— - | Numberof | Percentage. l’g%l tgelaél:?i

Births.

Summer ... | March ... .| B92r | 2267 2375
Autumn . | June ... .| 6,786 - 2595 24°94
/| Winter ...'| ‘September. el 7025 | 27-25 27-21
" Spring ... | December - ... 6,310 | 24-13 24-10
Year .| 26148 | 10000 100-00

T"521. The deaths in 1880 numbered 11,652, as against 12,120 in Deaths,18s0.
1879. The decrease in the year under notice was thus 468,

- 522. The deaths in 1880 were less numerous than in any year of -the Deaths,1880
previous sexennjad, but more so than in any year prior to that period ;a;ggrgermer
except 1860. It may be observed that the year in which the highest
mortality occurred was 1875, when epidemics of measles and searlatina
prevalled and the deaths numbered 15,287, or nearly a third ‘more than

m the year under review.*
523 The blrths in 1880 exceeded the deaths by 14 496, or 125 per Excess of

births over
cent as against 121 per cent. in 1879 In the eleven years ended with deaths,
1880 the proportion was 122 per cent. The followmg were the births

and deaths in each of those eleven yeals and the excess of the former

* For the number of deaths during each year since the first settlement of Port Phillip, see Statxsmcal
Bummary of Victoria (first folding sheet) ante.
Pr
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At will be -noticed. that .the births more than doubled

" the deaths. in.all ‘the years: exeept 187 5.and 1876, when the. mortahty

Excess of
births over
deaths in
Austral-
asian
colonies,

was swelled . by t,_.)p_‘eseneenf epldﬁmlcsf’——x: e
A EXéESS pF BIR'I‘HS ovxi:'R DEATHS, 1870 10 1880
T PR I e s :‘ ‘ ) . .
[ " SEEEE I . Excess of Births over Déaths.
Year. Births. -V Deaths, ! [rr————
7 . -1 Numerical. - Centesimal,
e T . ' Per Cent. o
T1870°7 Lt c Ce7Isl © 10,420 16781 o161 -
AB7Y - v | nigpes2l | 99180 17,464, 176 L
1872 | . 27,361 ¢ 10,881 .| .. 16,530 . 158 .
1873 0 L. 28,100 | ' 11501 | ' 16,599 C o1 o
1874 26:800° | | 112,222 14,598 119 -
1875 26,720 15,287 11,433 75"
1876 26,7§9J A4 _1;’)561»_-; 1113208 97
1877 26,010 - 1Bve " 13,234 104
1878 . 26,581 - 12,702 13,879 109
1879 26,839 12,120 14,719 121
‘T880 26,148 . 11,652 | 14,496 125
R o 28
Total in 11 years ;. = 295,861 _ | . 132,990 162,871 122

524, :Of the Australasian: colonies, New Zealand is the one in which
over a series of: years the births exceeded -the deaths by the highest
proportion. This is due to the high birth rate and low death rate
prevailing in that colony, both of which are fayered by the circumstance
that an abnormally large proportion of the population, resulting from
the number of immigrants introduced at the expense of the State,

 consists of persons at the reproductive period of life, ‘which, being also

the strongest, is that at which fewest deaths occur. The low death
rate is no doubt also promoted by the salubrity of ‘thé climate of New
Zealand, but still more so by the: circumstance of the population being
spread over the country or dispersed throughout a number of small
towns, instead of being to a great extent crowded into a few large
cities, as ‘is' generally the case in the other colonies. The position of
Victoria in regard to the proportionate increase of births over deaths is

“above that of Western Australia or Tasmania, but below that of the

other four colonies.. The following table shows- the percentage of
excess of births over deaths in each of the Australasian colonies during
the respective years 1873 to 1879, both inclusive. The colonies are
arranged in order, that with the highest mean percentage being placed
first, and that with the lowest last :— :
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EXCESS ‘OF BirTHS O0VER DEATHS IN AUSTRALASIAN CoLoONIES,
1873 TO 1879

. Excess of Births over Deaths -

Colony. . Mean of

- : 1873. | 1874. | 1875. | 1876. | 1877. | 1878. | 1879. | g o 'veore
- per per | per { per | per | per /| per per
T 4 cent. | cent. { cent. | cent. | cent. | cent. | cent. cent.
1. New Zealand... .. | 208 | 209 | 153 | 230 | 260 | 283 | 224 224
2..South Australia we | 170 | 124 84 | 132 | 167 | 148 | 177 143
3. New South Wales ... | 182 |- 156 | 109 | 108 | 142 | 135 | 164 142
4. Queensland . ... | 154 | 128 63 99 | 113 75 | 145 111
5. Victoria :—.-‘-' .o | 144 | 119 75 97 | 104 | 109 | 121 110
6. Western Australia ... 94 80 61 { 140 { 111 | 121 ' 138 106
7. Tasmama, - .. | 103 | 83.| 49 82| 58 | 106 | 111 85

525. The following table shows the mean annual percentage of excess Excess of

births over
of births over deaths during a series of years in certain European deathsin

countries. It will be observed that deaths bear a much larger propor- countries
tion to births in every one of those countries than they do in any of
the Australasian eolonies, but at the present time it cannot be ascer-
tained how much -of the difference may be due to the Australian
climate being more healthy and the circumstances of the colonies more
favorable to longevity, and how much to the fact that the countries
named contain a larger proportion than the colonies of the young and
the- very old. The proportionate excess of births over deaths is highest
ir Scotland, next highest in England, Ireland, and Denmark ; and
lqwest in France, where the blrths annually exceed the deaths by only
8" per cent.* :— |

."ExcEess oF BirTHs OVER DEATHS IN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES.

L Years over which the Average extends. | Mean Annual
‘ Country. Excess of Births
} Number. Period. over Deaths.
per cent.
England and Wales ... 23 1853 to 1875 57
Scotland.. .o ees 22 1855 to 1876 59
Jreland ... 11 1865 to 1875 57
~ Denmark 26 1850 to 1875 57
. Sweden ... 26 1850 to 1875 56
~ Austria ... 23 1853 to 1875 23
Prussia ... e 23 1853 to 1875 40
" The Netherlands 23 1853 to 1875 36
- France ... 23 1853 to 1875 8
Spa.in cee ces 10 1861 to 1870 25
Italy ... 13 1863 to 1875 23

526. In Victoria, deaths of males in 1880 numbered 6,610, and deaths D;laatilé: :xtxa
of females, 5,042. These numbers furnish a proportion of 76 females females.

to every 100 males, as against 72 in the previous year. Females in

#* See also paragraph 502 ante,
P2
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the total population are in the proportion of 91 fto every 100 males;
therefore more males and fewer females died in both years than their
relative numbers in the population might have given reason to expect,

- 527. The following table shows the death rate of males and females,
and of both sexes, during each of the past twenty years. It will be
observed that in 1880 the death rate of both males and females was
lower than in any previous year in the vicenniad, except 1871 It will
also be noticed that the death rate in all the years, except 1861 and
1862, bore more hardly upon males than upon females :—

AnNvaL DeatE Rate,* 1861 To 1880..

Estimated Number of Deaths per 1,000 of the Mean
Mean Population. ! Deaths, Population.

Year. - : —
Males. Females. Males. | Females. | Males. | Females. | Total. '

1861 ... | 324,988 214,836 6,124 4,398 18°84 | 20°47 | 19-49
1862 ... | 322,916 225,164 5,900 4,180 18-27 | 18-56 | 18-39
1863 ...| 325,680 | 237,280 5,646 3,856 | 17-34 | 16°25 | 16-88"
1864 ...| 335,272 251,178 5,202 3,685 1551 | 1467 | 15°15
1865 ... | 347,083 264,135 6,158 4,303 17:74 | 16-29 | 1711
1866 ... | 353,941 275,097 7,016 5,270 19°82 | 19-16 | 19°53.
1867 ...| 859,642 284,634 6,613 5,120 18:39 | 17-99 | 18-21
1868 ... | 867,752 295,340 5,865 4,202 15-95 | 14-°23 | 15°18'
1869 ...| 879,396 307,806 6,221 4,409 16°40 | 14°32 | 1547,
1870 ... | 392,159 321,036 | 6,114 4,306 15-59 | 13-41 | 14°61
1871 ...| 403,319 333,686 5,845 4,073 14:49 | 12:21 | 13-46"
1872 ...| 409,081 | 344,117 6,308 4,523 15°42 | 13-14 | 14'38-
1873 ... | 412,597 352,914 6,565 4,936 15-91 | 1899 | 15-02
1874 ... | 416,725 360,931 6,994 5,228 16°78 | 14-48 | 15°72°
1875 ... | 419,779 367,558 8,563 6,724 20-40 | 18-29 | 19-42.
1876 ... | 422,931 373,627 | 17,716 5,845 18:24 | 1564 | 17-02
1877 ... | 427,727 380,878 . 7,345 5,431 17-17 | 14°26 | 15-80
1878 ... | 433,153 388,313 |, 7,179 5,523 16-57 | 14-22 | 15-46
1879 ... | 438,563 395,467 | 7,033 5,087 16°04 | 12°86 | 1453
1880 ... | 446,445 403,898 6,610 5,042 14-81 | 12-48 | 1370

Mean of twenty years ... . | 16°98 15°35 | 16-23

\6:1‘1: —In 1861, 1866, and 1875, and to a certain extent in the preceding and in the succeeding years,
the death rate was swelled by epldemxcs of measles and scarlatina,

528. However favorable may be the circumstanees for prolonging hfe,
as all must die at some time or other, it is evident that cvery country
must have a death rate ; but, as I have mentioned on former -occasions,}
it has been held by high authority that in countries in which the climate
is healthy, hygiene properly attended to, and the population in a normal
condition as regards age, the ordinary mortality incident to human
nature would probably cause this death rate to be in the proportion of

* For total of mean population in each year, see table * Breadstuffs available for.' consumption ;” in
Part IX., Production, post; for total number of deaths, see Statistical Summary (first folding sheet) at
commencement of this work ; or the totals may be obtained by adding the males and females together.

t See Victorian Year-Book, 18715, paragraph 842, Victorian Year-Book, 18767, paragraph 169, and
Victorian Year-Book, 1877-8, pa.rauraph 271 ; also page ix of Dr. Farr’s letter dated 5th February
1875, published in the Supplement to the 35(:11 Annual Report. of the Registrar-General of England.
London : Eyre and Spottiswoode, 1875.
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about 17 per 1,000 persons living. It should, however, be borne in mind
that death rates based merely upon the total population, in common
with birth and marriage rates calculated upon a like basis, are not always
falr tests of the state of & community. If the proportion of very young or
old people is high, the death rate will be also high ; but if, on the other
hand ‘the number of persons at the middle ages is excessive, the death rate
y;}l be low. Until the compilation of the results of the census just
taken is more advanced, the present condition of the people of Victoria
ag regards age cannot be definitely known. It will, however, be re-
ma.rked that the mortahty exceeded 17 per 1,000 seven times in
the twenty years named in the table. In 1880 it was 3} deaths below
p];a,t proportion, and, according to the average annual mortality of
the vicenniad, it was lower than it by a fraction.

629, The following table shows the death rates of the different peatn rates

Australasmn colonies during the eleven years ended with 1879. It will
be observed that the death rate in all the colonies was exceedingly low
in the last year named ; also that over a series of years the average
death rate of all the colonies except Queensland is below 17 per 1,000 :—

Deara RATES IN AUSTRALASIAN COLONIES, 1869 TO 1879.*

Numaber of Deaths per 1,000 of Mean Populations.

Year. Victoria. | Mo S0Uh\queensiang| , SOUL | Western |y gy, Now

1869 e | 15°47 | 14°05| 16°20 | 12°37 vee 13:20 | 11-73
1870 ...| 14'61 | 1827 | 14°59 | 138°94 vee 13-88 | 11-13
1871 wo| 18°46 | 12°54 | 14°83 | 12-87 . 13-38 | 10°13
f’1872 1 .| 14438 | 14-11 14°97 | 15-33 | 14-02 13:79 | 11-68
/1878 ol 15°02 | 13°84 | 16°06 | 13°48 | 16-24 | 14-52 | 12°67
,1874 .l 1572 15-12 | 17°98, 1705 | 18-74 | 16-21 | 13:05
1875 .| 19°42 ) 18°09 | 2380 | 19°45 | 17-88 | 2000 | 15°92
1876 el 17+02 | 18-11 | 18-82 | 16°28 | 14-18 | 16-54 | 12°66
1877 .| 15°80 | 15-28 | 17°29 | 18:99 | 15-70 | 19-17 | 11-47
1878 ol 1546 | 15°88 | 20°41 | 15°44 | 14-07 | 1566 | 11-01
1879 ool 14°53 | 14°29 | 14°97 | 14°09 | 1446 } 15-18 | 12-46

' Means e | 15+54 14°96 1727 14-94 15-66 15°59 12°17

in Austral-
asian colo-
nies,

530. That like causes are at work in the various colonies to swell or migh ana

diminish the rate of mortality appears evident from the fact that in
nearly all the mortality gradually declined from 1868 to 1871, when
the rate in every colony was unusually low, and in many cases
the minimum of the period, but that it again increased gradually
to a high rate in 1875. It should bé mentioned that epidemics of
measles and scarlatina prevailed in 1867 and 1875. Moreover, in looking
at the increased mortality at the latter period, due principally to the

* For the number of deaths in the various colonies during the eight years-ended with 1880, sec General
_Summary of Australasian Statistics (third folding sheet) ante,

low death
ratescoinci.
dentin Aus-
tralasian
colonies.
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presence of these epidemics, it would ‘seem ’that the causes referred éﬁ
first appeared in Western Australia, and swept easterly over' the thle
contment—thus a sudden increase of mortality occurred in Western
'Australia in 1874, in South Australra between 1874 and 1875 in VlctorIa
and the other colonies, except NeW South Wales, in 1875 extendlng
partly into 1876, and in New South Wales in 1875 and 1876, distri-

buted equally over the two years ;
high mortahty subsided in 1877 to about the average.
. 531. The following is "the order of the colonies in reference o

Order of
colonies in -

and -in nearly every 1nstance the

respect to thelr respectlve death rates in the last year shown in the table, and

death rates.

according to the average of the ‘whole period of eleven years.

The

colony with the lowest rate is placed first, and that with the hlghest
It will be noticed that Vlctorla occupies the fifth place in

last.

OrpER OF AUSTRALASIAN

Death rate
in Australia
and Aus-
tralasia.

\IQU'F_WNJN

QOrder in 1879,

. New Zealand.

. South Australia.
. New South Wales, .
. Western Australia.

. Victoria: :
. Queensland.
. Tasmania,

 the list for 1879, and the fourth in that showmg the average &ui'm/g
eleven years :— ‘

COLONIES IN REFERENCE TO. .
DEATH RATES.

Order over a Senes of Years.

1. New Zealand. . -
South Australia.
New South Wales.
Victoria.

Tasmania,
Western Austraha..
"Queensland

-,

532 The death rate of the colomes s1tuated upon “the. contlnent of
Australia taken in. combination, and- the death rate of those colomes

with the addition of Tasmania and New Zealand, are shown in- the

following table.

The increased mortality during the years when

epidemics prevailed - and its subsequent diminution will be at once
DOHCGd — '

DEATH RATE IN ATUSTRALIA AND AUSTRALASIA 1873 TO 1879

Year.

"\Tumber of Deaths per 1,000 of Mean Population,—

Continent of Australia.

Australia. with Tasmﬁnia
and New Zealand., : -

1873 ...
1874 ...
© 1875...
1876 ...
1877 ...

1878 ...

1879 ..

*ne [ 2 . eswe -

Means ...

14-43 14-20 -
15-73 15-36
19-08 18-63
17-12 16-37
15-23 - 14-77
15-72 14-94
14-06 13-84
15°91 15-44




“Vital' Staristicsys oV 1 231

533.- The following " table" shows ‘the death rate in‘hs’i mgny British Death rates
- - .. in certain
colonies out&de,Australasm« as-the partieulars, are available for. In Bﬂtishi
o N possessions,
many cases the.average extends-only over a short period, and in few, if

any, of the colomes arethe.conditions affecting the‘ durat}:on o% human
life smnlar to- those prevalhng in the Australasmn gronp

.D,EATH-RA,TES IN..,CERTAI,N BRITI_S,H ,POSfSESSI_QNS, ,

- " peumberet
SN . QColonies, - T UL oL Y Yearst . ea osf?,[e]l(; ’.0 . -
1 . R S e e e ?;.*f;POHannon"'
T o I . e T A A R T LT
" Geylon Y G - aw s wl] I867T=76 1 210627
e _Stralts Settlements Ceve e ogesd| .0 1873=7 1.‘.-‘; 19°96..
B} Hong Kong  wec.  wee aer 1875 | 2587
S Mauritius 0 Al Y sy E sl T A8TI-T i E BRe84RL LTl
Tre Seychelles . g iwae oo e 18757 22'..40.,.;.
] St. Helena - ... .. .. 1871-5° | = 13-21 7
SO - Bermudas o .U s o el TA8TIEE UL 2407 vk LT
Dete Bl‘l'l}lsh Guiana;._u_..._.v TaRe nii e :1871*9 hENER o S 3447 ..
West Indies— S - N
— 7 7 Bahamas- .. 7 s vl 18745 - - e 22460 -
Aoro - damaledc e cwes Lo e o 1878 o - 2149
St. Lucia - 1869-79 | ' o84
“c 8t Vineent- ... .. - .| - -1870-9-- | . 284 - -
.. Barbadoes'’ L. | tTuiicwlcl o dlgresg o 28e 76 :
S Grenada . i e, Laes L ae| . 18712500 | 27 82
Antigua Ceee itaid| 07 1878-6 .0 | 32-87.
' Montserrat 1874-5 20°44
o f "Dominicd | " eee 0 eee 1 wed] b 18716 “1858 0
g CTrinidad © « wey 0 eers . wee | 18716 34°14 .

L S

534 In all the European countrles of whlch the 1nforrnat1on is ‘4t Death rates
hand except Ireland, the mean annual death rates are mueh hlgher thati comntriss, -
in any of the Australas1an colomes. In Ireland the average rate is
apparently the same as 1n Queensland but this may perhaps not
really be the case, 1t bemg an- admrtted fact tha.t the reg1strat10ns of
Ireland are defective.* Ornlttlng Ireland, it will be observed from- the
following table that in not one of the countries do the ﬁgures show an
approaoh to so low a death Tate as 17 per’ 1 OOO in any year, except
Sweden, ‘during the three years 1871 to 1873, and only in one of

these d1d the rate actually fall as low. ‘as 17 per 1,000 ; Whrlst in
Hungary, on the other hand, the average death rate per 1,000,
extending over a series of years, amounts to .considerably more than

twwe that number —

* See 11th Detailed Report of the Registrar- General of Irela.nd, page 15 also his 12th Repoi-t, page 31
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" .DeatH Rates in Eurorean: CounTrIES, 1868 to 1878,

Number of Deaths per 1,000 of Mean Population.

— P %
8 ° 4 ‘. 5 =2

s .5'-' L -] * ] ¢ . . ™ 15 o« 1 s 5 .

el EE Z S| ElE| 4 E| R 428 E|R, £ &
oo -8 S 5y 8| 8| 5| F| 8|58 2?25 E| 2|2
HE| @ | &S| A|a| < | B| | A |0A| 8|6 & | @| &

1868...| 21-9| 21-2| 15+8| 19'3| 21°0] 29°3| 33-8| ... |27'3| ... | 217 248 240/ 32°6/ 305

1869...| 22:3| 23:0) 16°4| 19°1| 22'3| 289 32°0| ... |25'9| ... | 21'8| 23:0, 235| 32:6| 277
1870...| 22'9| 22-2| 167| 19°1] 19:8| 29-2| 32:6| 25°8| 25°9| ... | 233 257 283/ 30°1| 298
1871...| 22:6| 22-2| 164 19°5| 17-2| 30°0| 39-0| 27-6| 284| ... | 28'5| 29-4| 34°8| ... | 300
1872...| 21°3} 22-3| 18-1| 18'3| 16-3| 32-4| 42:3| 22-2| 29+3| 29-0| 23-2| 25'7| 22°0| ... | 307
1878...| 21°1| 22-4| 18:3] 18'6| 17-2| 38'5] 65°1| 22-7| 280| 28-2| 21'5 24°0 23°3| ... | 300
1874...| 22:3| 23-3| 17°3| 19-9]'203| 31-3| 42-6| 22-3| 25'8| 26-7|'20"5| 22:6 21°5| ... |30'3.
1875...| 22:8| 23-4| 18'5| 210} 20-2| 297| 37-2| 241 26:4| 27-6| 22:7| 25°4-23-1] ... |30
1876...| 21-0( 21-0| 173| 19'7| 19°5| 29-4| 35-0| 24'2| 25-4| 263} 21-9| 23-3 22°7| ... |28°7
1877...| 20-4| 20'8| 17:5| 18-7| 18-5| 81-1| 36:3| 235| 255 26'6| 21°1| 22-0 2177 ... | 281
1878...| 21°7| 21°4| 18'6| 18'5| 18:0| 31-1| ... | 23-4| 25-7| 262} 21°5| 22°8' 22°6| ... |28'¢

Means| 21°8 2_‘2"41 17:4| 19-2] 19°1| 31-0| 39-6| 24°0| 26'7| 27-2| 22'5 24-4’ 24'3131-8/296

NoTte.—The mortahty of Sweden was increased by small-pox in 1874; that of Austrm by cholera
in 1873; that of Hungary by cholera in 1878 and 1874; fhat of Prussia by war in 1870 and 1871,
and by cholera in 1873 ; that of Be]glum by small-pox in 18Y1; that of the Netherlands by small-
pox in 1871 tha.t of Fra.nce by war in 1870 and.1871. .

536. It will be observed that the death rate in. 18/8 was below the
average in all the countries named, except Ireland* and Austria. In Den-
mark, Sweden, Switzerland, and the German Empire, it was even lower
than in 1877, in which year the death rates generally were extremely low,
and in Austria it was the same as in 1877 ; but in the remaining countries
for which the returns are complete it was higher than in that year. B
~ 536. The death rate of the United Kingdom, according to the
Reports of the Registrar-General of England, was as follows during
each of the eight years ended with 1878. It will be observed. thaf;
1877 was the year in which the death rate was lowest — :

DEATH RATE IN THE UNITED KINGDOM, 1871 To 1878.

Deaths per 1,000 Deaths per 1006

, _ oi the Population v h _ ’ of the Populatlon.
1871 vor e 2246 1877 e 200
1872 20°9 - 1878 oo vee 21-2
1873 - .o T e 20°8 o . —
1874 D eee L eee 2176 ~ Mean ... e 210
1875 - . ... evo 2202 i o : o e
1876 oo 20°5 ,

-* The registrations in Ireland are admitted to be defective.—See 11th Detailed Report of the Regxstrara
General of Ireland, page 15 ; also lus 12th Report, page 31. ‘ .
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537 In every country the death rate is higher in towns than it is Death rates
in the country districts. This circumstance, though no doubt partly i;:g;;l,and
attributable to the superior healthfulness and immunity from contagion 1880.
prevailing in the latter, is also to a great extent due to the fact that
hospitals and charitable institutions, which are frequented by patients
from the country as well as by town residents, are generally situated
in: the towns; and further that outside of charitable institutions
mjany persons die who have come from the country on the approach of
gerious illness for the sake of the superior nursing and medical attend-
ance to be obtained in town. In 1880, the death rate was somewhat
higher in Melbourne and suburbs than in the country towns, but in
doth it was very much higher than in the country districts. The

following are the figures for 1880 :—

Deatas 1N UrBAN anp CountRY DisTRICTS, 1880.

S Deaths, 1880.

Districts. Estimated Mean

Populati Numbe 1,000 of

opulation | Total Number, | Ngubgr per 1000
Melbourne and suburbs .. 277,200 5184 1870
Towns outside Melbourne 189,642 3,349 1765

and suburbs - .

Country districts 383,501 - 38,119 813
Total 850,343 11,652 1370

538 The death rates of the metropohtan and extra-metropolitan peatn rate
towns and country districts of Victoria were as follow, during each of oot and
the l@@t eight years. The calculations have been based on estimates of 1873 to 1880.

population amended in accordance with the results of the census of
1881:—

DJ;ATH RAaTEs IN URBAN AND COUNTRf DISTﬁiCTS, 1873 10 1880.

Number of Deaths per 1,000 of the Estimated Population.
Years. Melbourne | TOAS outside of Country | Total of
and Suburbs. | preibonme Districts, Victoria.
< 1873 ves 19°86 l 18-50 -9+65 15-02
1874 ver 21-27 20-47 9-09 15-71
1875 ves 25-82 26°03 11-24 19-42
- 1876 - 21-84 23-00 10-45 17-02
1877 . "21-18 20°07 -9°86 15-80
1878 ves 20°12 20-21 9-83 15-46
1879 ves 19-23 18-65 9-17 14538
1880 18-70 17-65 813 13-70

ho'm.—In 1875, and to a certain extent in the preceding and suoceedmg years, the death rate was
swelled by epldemlcs of measles and scarlatina.
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“1 539. Tt will be Hotieed: that tHé”’de"a;th rate in Melbourne and subiirbs
""" the' other town distriets 5 but in all
the urban districts it is: mv’arla,bly riuch above the normal 17 per 1;000
persons l1v1ng, whilst in eounvry districts- it is a,lways very cons1derably
below that rate. In 1880; and to a'less extent in the previous year;the
deaths in. both town'and’ éountry were much below the average. =

540. The following table:'shows the mean population, the number
of deaths, and the ‘death’ rate 'in 1880, also the death rate during:the
period of nine years- between 1871 and 1879, in the different munici
pahmes, &e., formlng the component parts of the district of Melbourne
and suburbs. In'order to render the rates of the various districts com-
‘parable as far as possible, the deaths in hospitals and similar institutions
have been eliminated in the distri¢ts where theéy -~occurred;. but are
shown separately near the end.of the table :— L

Deata RATES IN MELBOURNE AND SUBURBS, 1871 TO 1880

Victorian' Yewr-Book, 11880-81.

T P, - Year1s80. | Nine Years:
| ’ Deaths, 1871 to 1879,
Sub-districts. { Estimated ] Annual
: ; C oz Mean -{  qoeo Number per | Deaths;
R NP [ Popula.t;on. |~ Number. 1,000 of the | 1,000 of’
Tt : Populatlon.* Populamm»
Melbourne City aa bl 64,082 .. 970.. 1515 15 80
Hotham Town . 16,877 285 16°89 17:39
Fitzroy City Gonit T L ees 22,594 | 386 17°08 - 18'85
Collingwood City . 23,439 439 1873 2031
Richmond Town 22,907 351 1532 1774
- Brunswick Borough ... oo | . 6,054 - 85 - 1404 1470
Prahran City L ege e 20,639 285 1381 1731
- Emerald Hill Town' © ... © w7 24,760 404 | 1632 1655
+ Sandridge Borough = ... - ... | 8593 146 16799 . 1750 .
St. Kilda Borough ve | 11,470 144 12:55 | 1420’
Brighton Borough il id | 74,630 64 " 13-82 1402
Essendon and Flemmgton Borough 4,867 60 12:33 18 85 .
Hawthorn Borough s 5,816 91 1565 1718
Kew Borough™ =~ - ..o 7 .. 3,346 29 - 867 12:21;
Footscray Borough. ... . _.. | _ 5,730 77 1344 1729
Williamstown Borough -, .. ... 8,890 | 148 1665 1810
Remainder of district ... 17,680 184 10-41 12:05
Hospitals, asylums, §¢.F.vei; w. | 7 8,398 1,032
‘Shipping in Hobson’s Bay and river |~ 1,478} 4 270 420
Total il eee 277 200 5, 184 : 1870 20°61

L.ow death
rate, 1880,

541 It will be ob%erved that in -1880 the death rate in every sub-
dlstrlct of Melbourne and suburbs was below the average . of. the
prev1ous nine years j :

* In order to compare thé death rate with denstty of populatlon, Sée also paragraph 66 ante

t Includes the Melbourne, Alfred, Lying-in, and Children’s Hospitals, the Immigrants’ Home, and the
Carlton Lunatic Asylum (closed in 1873)—&11 situated in Melbourne City; the Benevolent Asylum, which
is on the boundary between Hotham Town and Melbourne City ; the Metlopohtan Lunatic Asylum,
which is in Kew Borough: and the Yarra Bend Lunatic Asylum, which is in “ Remainder of district.”

I Figures showing the population of shipping at census of Srd April 1881.
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" 542; "The onily sub-district which had, according to'the average of nine Placesin: -

yéars, ‘) hiighey death ‘rate than 20 per:1,000 is the low-lying and’ still
smpetfestly "druined loeality ‘of ‘Collingwood ; the next ‘highest death
tata o previiled in ‘the neéighboring city of Fitzroy and the rural suburb
of 'Bssendon ‘and  Flemington, and the. next in -the shipping town of
‘Williamstown; * In 1880, Collingwood. and Fitzroy still maintained the
ﬁgh‘é‘sti dedth rétés 3 'but thetatéin Essendon and Flemington was coms
paframvely l6%. - The lowest death rate, both during 1880 and the period
b hine years, ‘was in the shipping ; the next during 1880 in Kew ; the
fiext ‘in’ the ‘pertion: of -the' district not included in any city, town; or
borough ; the next in Essendon and Flemington ; the next inSt. Kildass
the next in Footscray ; and the next in Prahran and Brighton. During
theperiod - of nine_years,.- after the shxppmg, ‘the lowest death rate
was_ in the “remainder of -district” ; the next in KeW the next in
Bnghtpn, ‘and the next in St. Kilda.

. which death
rate was
highest and
lowest.

543. The death Tate. of the whole district, in the calculation of which sub-aistricts

the deaths in charitable institutions are included, was a fraction under 19
perl 000 persons lunnﬁr in 1880, and a fraction under 21--per 1,000 in

the. p:reéedmg permd‘ of nine years During the last-named period the
annuaJ death rate was over 17 per 1,000 in-all the sub-districts, except
Melbourne, Emerald Hill, Brunswick, St. Kilda, . Brlghton, Kew, the
“« remamder of dlstrlct ” and the shipping; but-during -1880 it 'was
over 17 per 1,000-"in only two sub-districts, Viz., Colhugwood ‘and
A Fltzroy In cons;ldenng the death rate of ‘the individual districts, the

hospitals, asylums,-&c., have been eliminated. | ’

with death
rates over
17 per 1,000,

7544, The "average mortality of Melbourne and suburbs, taken as a Death rates

whole, is lower than that of most towns in the United Kingdom. In the
followmg list, which shows the death rate of 23 such towns, the only
towns with a lower average dea,th rate than Melbourne and suburbs -are
Portsmouth’ and: Brigliton:— ' -

DEAT*H RATES 1N TWENTY-THREE TOWNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM,
T . ot o 1873 1o 1877,

-+ - Annual Deaths per 1,000 ’ 7 Annual Deaths per- J,OOQ

. of the Population ‘ . of the Population.
. ‘Portsmouth ... ... 1956 "~ Bradford .. = .. 2492 3
o+ - Brighton -~ ... = .. - 19:82 Birmingham - e 2502 :
. Plymouth . L eee 21°26 .. Oldham ... .., 2588
“ "Edinburgh Sl 2918 ' Leeds .- 2602
- -Sunderland- - S e 22744 ~ . Newcastle- on-Tyne 26:12 °
~  Norwich ,...' e 22°48 . "Dublin e 26°50
"London ... - ..o 22658 Salford ... ... 2752
: - Nettingham ... " . e 23722 -Glasgow ... © . .. 27778 ot
.. Bristol ... C . 2340 Liverpool .... e 27°90
IOV Leieester’ ¢ ..., ... 23794 - Manchester ' - ... 2940 '
- Hull. o wee oo e 24028 SR SRR R
Wolverhampton vee 24°34 * Mean of towns named 2440,
Sheffield e 24774 ‘ '- - ‘

in towns of
United
Kingdom,
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545. The mortality of Victoria is usually highest in the first five months
and in the last month of the year. The relative mortality of the various
months fluctuates, however, in different years. = According to the
average of a series of years, the months in which most deaths occur
appear to be January, March, April, and February in the order named,
but, in the year under review, the last two of these were less fatal
than the months of December and August. The number of deaths
in each month of 1880, and their percentage to the total number in the
year, also the pefcentage of the deaths in each month of the decenniad
which preceded that year to the total number of deaths during the same
perlod will be found in the following table :—

DeaTHS IN EACH MONTH.

Year 1880.
Percentage
Months. Numi;er ’ irlxs'.’}‘gl;o Y{eavrgz ,
of Deaths. Percentage, 879,
January ... - es 1,102 946 10°36
- February ... 990 850 917 -
March 1,071 920 1034 .
April see oo 996 855 9'90
- May . 859 7:37 8'68
June = ... 859 7:87 748
July .o vee . 973 835 7-88
August ... . 1,024 879 727
- September... 916 7°86 665
October . 884 7°59 702
November ... e 944 810 694
December ... . 1,034 886 836
Year 11,652 100°00 100°00

~ 546. In Victoria the summer is, to invalids and young children, the
most trying portion of the year. It is not astonishing, therefore, that
most deaths occur during that period. Next to the summer the autumn
quarter is the most fatal, probably in part owing to the circum-
stance that some who had become debilitated during the summer linger
on for some months later. In the United Kingdom, on the contrary,
the greatest mortality occurs in the winter, and the least in the summer
quarter. A statement of the relative mortality of the different seasons
in Victoria, according to the experience of the past year and the pre-
ceding ten years; in England and Wales, according to the experience of
thirty-one years ; in Scotland, according to the experience of ten years ;
and in Ireland, according to the experience of five years ; together with
the mean temperature in each quarter in Melbourne and Greenwich,
will be found in the following table :—
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ReLATIVE MORTALITY OF EACH QUARTER IN VICTORIA, ENGLAND,
g . ScoTLAND, AND IRELAND. ‘ ' :

Dead 1 Seaso! |
Melbourne, {Greenwich, ths per 100 at all : ns.
" : Victoria. England. Yi . England
. Seasons® ictoria. and Wales,| Scotland. | Ireland.

! Average of | Averageof| Average | Average
Mean Temperature | Year qo’yeoys: Thirty-one; of Ten | of Five

in Shade. 1880 1870t01879| Vears. | Years. | Years.
o o : ; -

Summer .. | 652 | 605 |2708: 2059 | 2324 | 2234 | 2021
Autumn ... | 538 | 443 | 2257 2445 | 2465 | 2471 | 2345
Winter .. | 502 | 400 |2541, 2155 | 2749 | 2795 | 3019
Spring- ... | 603 | 528 |2494, 2441 | 2462 | 2500 | 26715
 Year ... | 576 | 494 10000, 10000 | 10000 | 10000 | 10000

- . ~ et ; f

. i H

547. The following table shows the number and percentage at various peatns at
ages of the deaths registered in Victoria during the year 1880. It will Tas0. ™5
be noticed that more than two-fifths of the males who died were under
15 years, and nearly two-fifths were over 45 years of age; also that
of the females nearly half were under 15 j%ears, and more than a fourth
were between 15 and 45 years of age :— ; |

DEeATHS AT E;CH AéE, 1886;

Number of Defé&s at each Age, Pér'c'enta.ge of Deaths at each Age.
Ages.
B Males. ‘ Females. | Total. Males. | Females. | Total.
Under 5 years 2,416 2,105 4,521 | 36°55 | 41°75 138-80
5 years to 10 years ... 209 192 401 3-16 3-83 3°44
10, 15 vee 130 118 248 ©1-97 2-34 213
B, 25 , ... 376 411 787 569 8-15 6°75
25 3 374 395 769 5°66 783 "6°60-
3.5" . ”' 45 ’Y) oo : 529 468 997 8.00 9'28 8.56
45 , 55 , .. 909 452 | 1,361 | 13'75 8:96 | 11-68
5 , 65 , .. 782 398 | 1,180 | 11-83 7-89 | 10°13
65 » 75 549 273 822 8-31 5+41 7°05
75 years and upwards ... 336 230 566 5:08 | 4-56 4-86
Total  een 6,610 5,042 | 11,652 | 100°00 | 100-00 | 100°00

548. The death rate at every period of life in Victoria, according to Death rate
at different

the average of the ten years which intervened between the censuses of agesinVie-

1861 and 1871, is less than in England and Wales. In England and England.

. * The summer, autumn, winter, and spring seasons in Victoria approximate to the quarters ending on
the last day of March, June, September, and December respectively; and in the United Kingdom to
those ending on the last day of September, December, March, and June respectively. : R
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Wales the death rate’ of males. exceeds that of females. at all; periods
except those between 10:-and 20, when the latter is greater, and between
20 and 35, when both are about equal ; in Victoria the death rate of
females is hlgher than of males between ‘the_ages of 20 and 35, only
shghtly lower between 10 and 15, but much lower at other periods :—

MORTALITY PER: 1 000 LIVING AT DIFFERENT ‘AGES 1IN VICTORIA
AND ENGLAND.

e “ : R Number of Deaf.hsto everyl 000 Lmng,
- o - _ at each Age.
v - T Sea . Victoria. England a.ndWales:
Eo , ‘Kg‘esj ; ~~ A Average of 10Yea:rs Average of 25 Years,
1861 to 1871. 1848 to 1872,
Males, | Females. | Males, Females, )
All ages e ep el 1668 | 1613 | 235 | 214
Under 5 yea,rs' - e s - oo |-- 5508 4966 728 | 631
.5 years to 10 years ... = ... 752 695 85 | 82
10", 15, vee e | 827 825 | - 47! 48
_15“ ;, . 20 ” . . ses. ., ewe ) s 4'22 3.65 . - 6 5‘ o 7'0 3
20 » 25 550 | 589 | 88 87
25 ” 35 eee T 7'85 | 828 - 29900 99
35 ” 45 .| 12-09 11-12 13'3 12:1
45 ,, 55 R v ! 1752 | 1320 186 15'6
55 ”» 65 ,, e e | 2971 21-98 310 282
65 75 e | 5379 4310 677 572
75 yea.rs and upwards* ' s oo | 111471 93'02 146-6 1339

Destis of oo- 549. The perbons who died at the age of '80 or upwards numbered
'262 in 1880, as against 245'in 1879, 217 in 1878, and 216 in 1877.
Those in the year under review comprised 156 males and 106 females:
Ten males and 10.females had passed the age of 90, 1 male had
reached, and 1 male had passed, the age of 100. The followmg arg
the exact ages recorded :—-

NUMBER DYING AGED 80 OR UPWARDS, 1880.

Years of Age. Males. Females. Years of Age. Males. Females. | Years of Age. Males. Females..
80 41 20 88 11 8 97 2 1
81 16 9 89 2 2 98 see 1
82 12 19 90 6 3 100 1
83 16 5 91 1 105 - 1.
84 14 10 - 92 1 1 .
85 11 9 93 3 2 )
86 9 7. 94 1 2 Total 156 106
87 7 5 95 2 1 —_— —

* The figures in this hne relgting to Engla.nd and Wales apply to males and females at from 75 boSb
only. The Victorian returns apply to all over 75.
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550. Imrespect to127 of these persons—viz., 71 males.and 56 females Causes of
death of oc-
—ng other cause of _ﬂq@’ghnyv‘as set down than old age. Of actual togenarians.
complaints, the most -common ‘were affections “of-the lungs and of
thié brain.. The number-of deaths set down'to each causé was “as
N IO SR

follows :— S

[OR UBWARDS, 1880..

B CAUs_Es oF DEATH oF PERsONS.AGED 80

Males. Females, | L Males. Females,
Erysipelas ... 1. | Heart diseases e 8 5

- Carbuncle ... ... "1 .. | Lungdiseases .. 26 14
Dysenteryanddiarrheea . 7 4 | Stomach-diseases ... 8 - 3
Cholera ... we  w.. 1 TKidney diseases * ... ' 3
Bheumatism . 1" 2 | Skin diseases - ... 1
Venereal diseases 2 Oldage ... "=, 71 - 56
Gout . .. .. 1 oo |'Accidents' .. . 5 - 1
Dropsy - ... .. 6 4 |Buicide '--.L. - - 1o L
Cancer ... “w 4 1 | Unspecified... * ... 1 -
Mortification o eme | T _—_
Phthisis ... = .. .. 1- “Fotal - -... 156 106
Brain-diseases . 15 12 : —_ -—

'5561. The death rate of infants in 1880 was lower than in the three Infantie
preceding years, and was also below the average. The total number Tago.
who died under 1 year of age was 8,105, and' as the -births numbered
26,148, it follows that 1 infant died to every 8 births, or 11°‘86 infants
to every 100 births. In the eleven years 1869 to 1879 the proportion
of infants dying before completing: their first year was 1218 to every
100 births, | L e

..552. T have often pointed out that,in proportion to the number of mmfantie

. . ' ’ .« N ‘ P . Inortality in

infants born, the number who die before completing one year of life is Australasiam
colonies,

greater in South Australia* than in any of the other Australasian
ébldﬁies. This proportion in that colony, in the last year of which the
records are at hand (1879), was below the average, but was still above
that in any of the other colonies. The infantile death rate, calculated
in-a similar manner, was also below the average in Victoria and
Queensland, but was above it in New South Wales; Tasmania, and New
Zealand, as will be seen by the following table, which gives the number
of births, the number of deaths of infants under one year, and the pro-
portion of the latter to the former in each. pf ‘the colonies of the group,
except Western Australia (which does not publish any statement of the
number of infants who die), for each of the eleven years ended with
1879. All the calculations were made in the office of the Government
Statist, Melbourne :— | "

* The high infantile death rate in South Australia was first pointed out in a paper, by the present
writer, read before the Adelaide Philosophical Society (now the Royal Society of South Australia) on the
I9th March 1878. Up to that date the fact seems to have been entirely unsuspected, and its announce-
1ment caused considerable discussion, together with some alarm, in that colony.
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INFANTILE MORTALITY IN AUSTRALASIAN COLONIES.

Deaths at under Deaths at under Deaths at under
1 Year of Age. 1 Year of Age. 1 Year of Age,
Year, | Births, Numbor || Births.  [Namber|| Births e
Numper,| 10100 Numper. | 0100 Number| 12100
Number. | Births. " | Births. DT | Births,
VICTORIA. New Sours WALEs. QUEENSLAND.

1869 26,040 | 3,284 | 1261 {| 19,243 | 1,858 | 966 || 4,654] 528 | 1135
1870 | 27,151 | 3,208 | 11'80 || 19648 | 1,867 | 950 || 4,905| 526 | 1072
1871 | 27,382 | 3,114 | 11137 || 20,143 | 1,812 | 900 || 5205 516 | 991
1872 | 27.361 | 3,334 | 12:19 || 20,250 | 2,116 | 1045 || 5,265 578 | 1098
1873 | 28,100 | 3,181 | 1132 || 21,444 | 1,985 | 926 || 5720| 701 | 12:2
1874 | 26,800 | 3,341 | 1247 || 22,178 | 2,428 | 1095 || 6,383| 776 | 1216
1875 | 26,720 | 8,811 | 1426 || 22,528 | 2,695 |11'96 || 6,706 | 1,025 | 1528
1876 | 26,769 | 2,980 | 11-13 || 23,208 | 2,620 |11-28 || 6,903| 994 | 1440
1877 | 26,010 | 8,299 | 1268 || 23,851 | 2,785 |11'68 || 7,169 1,058 | 1476
1878 | 26,581 | 3262 | 1227 || 25328 | 3,126 1234 || 7,397 {1,234 | 1668
1879 | 26,839 | 3,219 | 11'99 || 26,933 | 2,886 |1072 || 7,870 917 | 1165
:{x}z 295,753 136,028 1218 || 244,844 | 26,187 | 1070 || 68,177 | 8,853 | 12:99

SouTH AUSTRALIA. TASMANIA, NEwW ZEALAND

1869 6,976 911 13-06 2,859 | 291 |10-18 {| 9,718 957 9_‘85
1870 7,021 1,031 14-68 3,054 298 976 10,277 956 930
1871 7,082 961 1357 3,053 260 852 || 10,592 882 833
1872 7,105 1,145 16-12 3,010 306 | 10°17 10,795 | 1,074 9-95
1873 7,107 990 1393 3,048 266 873 11,222 { 1,213 1081
1874 7,696 1,319 17-13 3,097 321 {10°36 || 12,844 | 1,394 1085
1875 7,408 1,343 | 1813 3,105 407 | 13-11 ‘ 14,438 | 1,816 1258
1876 8,224 1,228 14-93 3,149 286 9-08 16,168 | 1,673 | 1035
1877 8,640 1,212 1403 3,211 365 | 1137 16,856 | 1,527 | 9:06
1878 9,282 1,466 1579 3,502 375 {10°71 17,770 | 1,486 8‘3§
1879 9,902 1,217 12-29 3,564 384 | 10°77 18,070 , 1,941 | 1074
Sums)’

and (| 86,443 | 12,823 | 14'83 || 34,652 | 3,559 | 1027 |[148,750 [14,919 1003
m : ! o

553. The colonies named in the table stand in the following order in
regard to the death rate of infants—the colony with the lowest average
death rate being placed first, and the one with the highest last. The first
three colonies have nearly the same average rates, as also have the fourth
and fifth, whilst the rate in South Australia is much the highest :—

OrpER OF COLONIES IN REFERENCE TO INFANTILE MORTALITY.
1. New Zealand. 3. New South Wales. I 5. Queensland.
2. Tasmania. 4. Victoria. i 6. South Australia.
554. In England and Wales the infantile mortality, although greater
than in any of the colonies, is only slightly higher than in South Australis,
deaths at under 1 year of age having occurred during the seven years
1870 to 1876 in the proportion of 15°3 to every 100 births. In Scotland,
the infantile death rate, during the four years 1870 to 1873, was &
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fraction higher than that in Victoria, being in the proportion of 12:55

to every 100 births.

reliance can be placed on calculations based thereon

In Ireland, during the three years 1875 to 1877,
the returns show only 9'5 deaths of 1nfants to 100 births, but the
registrations of Ireland are admittedly so defective that but 11tt1e

555. The infantile mortality of large towns is naturally always nfantie

greater than that in country districts. -

. Thus the deaths at under 1

year of age in Melbourne and suburbs during the eight years ended with
1880 averaged nearly 17 per 100 births, Whllst in the extra-metropohtan

districts of Victoria the mortality of 1nf'ants at the same perlod of life

averaged only 10§ per 100 births.

The following table shows the

death rate of infants in the metropolis and in the other districts of the
e@lgny during each of the eight years named :—

INFANTILE MORTALITY IN AND OUTSIDE OF MELBOURNE AND

- Susurss, 1873 To 1880.

Deaths at under 1 Year

>Deaths at under 1 Year

mortality in
Melbourne
and
country.

of Age. - of Age.
Year. . Births. v - .Births. - .
“ Total Number to Total | Number to
Number, 100 Births. Number. | 100 Births,
£ : . Melbourne and Suburbs. Victoria,outside Melbourne and Suburbs.
1873 s 8,007 1,277 1595 20,093 - 1,904 948
1874 " 7,946 1,480 1863 18854 | 1,861 9-87
1875 8,227 1 ,046 1879 18,493 2,265 12-25
1876 8,202 | 1 339 - 16°33 18,567 1,641 884
1877 8,295 [ 1 407 16:96 , 17,715 1,892 10°68
1878 8,636 ' 1 297 1502 17,903 1,965 1098 .
1879 8,829 ' 1 467 1661 18,010 1,752 973 .
1880 8,645 | 1,439 1665 17,503 1,666 952
‘4811111?:11'31“1} 66,787 ; 11,252 1685 || 147,138 | 14,946 | 1016

556 As compared with the births, the 1nfant11e mortality of Mel- Infantile

mortality

bourne and suburbs is, on the average, greater than that of Portsmouth, In English
Brighton, Plymouth, London, or Bristol, but is less than that of fifteen

other English towns of which particulars are available.

The following

are the towns in question, arranged in order according to the infantile

death rate prevailing within their respective limits ;

the town with the

lowest death rate being placed first, and that with the highest last. It
is a remarkable fact that a low infantile death rate prevails in London,
whilst that in Liverpool is higher than in any other large town in

England :—

Q
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INFANTILE MORTALITY N TweNTY TOWNS oF ENGLAND
A - 1870 To 1877. '

Deaths under 1 Year of . Deaths under 1 Year of
R Age to 100 Births. Age to 100 Births.-
Portsmouth. ... . 14-4 Newcastle-on-Tyne . 18°4
Brighton ' ... . 159 ‘Nottingham .., ... 186
London ... ver . eee 15°9 Salford ... . 186
Plymouth . 160 Norwich... .. 18°8
L Bristol - ... cee eee 16°2 Manchester vee 19°2
G Sunderland . 16°8 Bradford e w. 19°2
EETRE Wolverhampton ... 16°9 | Leeds -... ... e 19°6
Birmingham ... . .. 177 Leicester e 2201
Hull e ees e 1777 Liverpool . 225
Sheffield .. e 17°9 .
Oldham ... 180 Mean of towns named 17-4

Deaths of | 557 In the Lymg in Hosp1tal Melbourne, 532 children were born
Lying-m  alive during 1880, and of these, 80, or over 5} per cent., died
HoPtl before leavmg the institution. In 1879, 8 per cent., in 1878, 6— per
cent., in 1877, 7 per cent., and in 1876 and 1875, -9 per cent., of the
infants born in the Lying-in Hospital died therein. It may be pointed
out, however, that in consequence of the bad class of cases which come
to maternity hospitals for treatment, the infants who die in such institu-
tions, in proportion to the numbers born, are, all over the world, in
excess of a similar proportion outside. o ,
Deathsof - 598. The deaths of Chinese recorded in 1880 amounted to 134, and
hinese 4. those of Aborigines to 26. The former furnishes a proportion of 11:05
gines. and the latter of 33:33 to every 1,000 of their numbers.* At the same
time the préportion of deaths of all races to every I 1,000 of the popula-
tion -was 13-70.
Ages of 559. With the exception of 10 half-caste children, all the Chmese who
gﬁlﬁ;\fnﬁd died during the year were adults, as also were all the Aborlgmes, the
youngest being over 15 years of age.
Aversgeage - 060. The average age at death in 1880 was 28'39 years, or 28 years
*tde*™- and 5 months. For males the average age was 3072 years, or 30 years
and 9 months, and for females, 25:'35 years, or 25 years and 4 months.
The average age at which both males and females die in Victoria is
becoming more advanced from year to year. This will be seen by the
following figures :—

AVERAGE AGE AT DrEATH IN VICTORIA.

Males. Females.
Years. Years.
23 years—1852 to 1875 ... e - 21°70 15-01
Year 1875 2428 18-23
5 1876 26°81 21-84
s 1877 2860 2306
5 1878 2954 23°24
5 1879 30:65 24-71
,» 1880 30-72 25°35

#* On the 3rd April 1881 the Chinese numbered 12,132 ; Aborigines, 780. ~
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561 The causes of death in Victoria, as in the United Kingdom, Classieation
are arranged in classes and orders, according to the system proposed by Geath = "
Dr. William Farr, F.R.S., then of the General Register Office, London,
in conjunction with Dr. Mare d’Espine, and first made public by the
former in his report, dated 15th February 1856, to the International
Statistical Congress held in Paris in 1855-6. _

662. A Nosological Index was compiled by the present writer some Nosological
years since, under the sanction of the then Registrar-General, Mr. fadex.
W. H. Archer, to be used in connection with this classification in order
to facilitate the bringing of all the circumstances resulting in death
under one or other of the heads in the list, also for the guidance of
deputy registrars in receiving, and of medical men in supplying, infor-
mation respecting the causes of death, and of officers of charitable and
other public institutions in preparing statistical tables of the deaths and
sickness occurring therein.

563. Since the introduction of this system into Viectoria in 1861, it victorian
has been adopted in all the Australasian colonies, and, as a consequence, iﬁgﬁgﬁf&

. ) . Australasia,.
the Nosological Index referred to has also come into use throughout
the group.*
564. The following table shows the causes of death in classified causesof
. death classi-
arrangement ; the total number, and the number of Chinese and fied
Aborigines who died from each cause during 1880, also the total
number who died from each cause during the twenty-six years and a
half ended with 1879 :—
Cavuses or DeEAaTH IN CLASSIFIED ARRANGEMENT.
(262 Years : 1853 to 1879 ; and Year 1880.)

Number of Deaths.

. Causes of Death. 263 Year 1880,
5 Years: v .
s | S 1853-1879| Total. 'Chinese. Abori-
SIS 1 ' gines.
’ All causes v 274,250 111,652 134 i 26
Specified causes ... - :272,613 11,614! 132 25
CLASSES. i
L |...| Zymoric DisEasEs :(—Zymotici(Zoun,leaven). | 83,638 (2,424 9 | 1
Diseases that are either epidemic, endemic, ! ;
or contagious, induced by some specific !
body, or by the want of, or by the bad |
quality of food ;

IL. |...| ConsTiTUTIONAL Diseases: — Cachectici | 36,091 2,027: 39 | 13
(kaxetia, bad habit of body). | | !

Sporadic diseases ; affecting several organs | : |
in which new morbid products are often | | f
deposited ; sometimes hereditary ‘ ! :

|

* A copy of this Nosological Index was appended to the Victorian Year-Book, 1877-8, pp. 303 to 335,
+ The Chinese and -Aborigines are included in this column.

Q2
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Catses oF DEATH 1IN CLASSIFIED ARRANGEMENT—continued.

(261 Years: 1853 to 1879; and Year 1880.)

Number of Deaths.

Year 1880.
< s Causes of Death. YZ;‘%S . »
E Fé 1853-1879] potal. Chinese, ‘A_bori.
o & * gines.
CLAsSEs—continued.
I ... LocaL Diseases : — Monorganici (uévoc, { 91,888 {4,729 | 59 7
| alone, without others ; opyavov, organ).
Sporadic diseases, in which the functions of
particular organs or systems are disturbed
or obliterated, with or without inflam-
mation
IV. ...| DEVELOPMENTAL DiseAsEs :—Metamorphici | 38,547 {1,616 7 2
(perapdppworc, change of form).
Special diseases, the incidental result of the
; formative, reproductive, and nutritive
| processes
V. ...| VioLeNT Diseases or DEaTHS:—Thanatici 22,449 | 818 18 2
‘ (Qdvaror, violent deaths).
Diseases which are the evident and direct
results of physical or chemical forces,
acting either by the will of the sufferer,
of other persons, or accidentally
ORDERS.
1. | 1| Miasmatic diseases: — Miasmatici (piacpa, | 76,862 {2,104 5 1
stain; defilement)
2 | Enthetic diseases: — Enthetici (év0erog, put 716 49 2
in ; implanted)
3 | Dietic diseases :—Dietici (Siatra, way of life; | 4,524 | 198 1 s
diet)
4 | Parasitic diseases : —Pa,ra.s1t101 (wapaeirog, | 1,536 73 1
parasite)
I1. | 1| Diathetic diseases:—Diathetici (dtdf¢oic, con- | 7,411 | 533! 13 -
dition ; diathesis)
2 | Tubercular diseases : — Phthisisici (¢0ioic, | 28,680 |1,494| 26 13
‘ wasting away)
IIL | 1 | Brain diseases :—Cephalici (kepa)s), head) ... | 29,435 {1,308 9
2 | Heart diseases .—Cardiaci (kapdia, heart) 12,477 | 709 | 17
8 | Lung diseases :—Pneumonici (wvebpwy, lung) | 25,894 11,498 | 15 4
4 | Bowel diseases —Enterici (évrepov, intestine) | 19,404 | 916 | 10 2
5 | Kidney diseases :—Nephritici (vegpoc, kidney) | 2,982 | 233 5 1
6 | Gennetic diseases :—Aidoici (aidoia, pudenda) 474 17| ... .
7| Bone and muscle diseases:—Myostici (pvc, 647 29 1
muscle ; éoréov, bone)
8 | Skin diseases —Chrotici (xpwc, skin) . 575 19 2 .
IV. | 1| Developmental diseases of children .—Paidiaci 12,973 | 465| ... ver
(mwawia, youth)
2| Developmental diseases of women :—Gyniaci | 2,709 | 115
(yvvn, woman)
3 | Developmental diseases of old people :— | 3,906 | 343 1 1
Geratici (ynpac, old age)

* The Chinese and Aborigines are included in this column. '
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CAUsEs OF DEATH IN CLASSIFIED ARRANGEMENT—conéinued.
(263 Years: 1853 to.1879; 'and Year 1880.)

. Number of Deaths.
. Year 1880.
d |5 Causes of Death. Ygg??s: ° 0
.g g . 1853-1879| motal. Chinese. A_bori-
* gines.
ORrDERS—CcoOntinued, ,
1V.| 4| Diseases of nutrition :— Atrophici (a-rpogbza, 18,959 | 693 6 1

.| | atrophy) A

V. | 1| Accident :—Tychici (rvxn, cha.nce) 20,238 | 680 11 2

... | 2| Battle —Polemici (wé\epoc, battle ; ﬁght) e

8 Hfim];clzge —Androphomcl(amyp,man ¢ovevw, 474 | 19 2
. i ,
4 Sulgﬁi)e :— Autophonici (avrog, self povevw,I | 1,665 | 118 5
51 Ezecution : — Demiotici (b‘n,uzwmg, execu- 72 1| ...
tloner) '
- Diseases, ETC.

L {1]| Small-pox - ... e cee e |0 21 | e | e
Chicken-pox ... . . 40 | o | ...
Measles e cee . ees . ees | .3,84T7 | 252 ...
Scarlatina " eee cee .. s | 8,684 26| ...
Diphtheria cee o | 7,834 | 198 ...
Quinsy e ees 607 41 ...
Croup ... voee . eee e | 3,979 | 1156 ...
Whooping-cough e | 4,298 | 179 1
Typhoid fever, &c. e e .. | 11,046 | 297 2
Erysipelas . e . .| 1,029 36| ...
Metria ... . 691 201 ...
Carbuncle, boil, &c. . ... 63 8] ...
Influenza, coryza, catarrh vee 871 22 1
Dysentery ces . eee ... [ 12,386 | 122 .,
Diarrheea . | 17,714 | 604 ... 1
Cholera e eee .. | 1,236 54| ...
Ague ... cer . ees .. eee 93 4| ...
Remittent fever 686 9| ...
Rheumatism e .| 1,301 81 1
Miasmatic diseases not cla.ssed e ees 436 32 ...

2 | Syphilis 555 39 1
Gonorrheea, strlcture of the urethra 159 10 1
Glanders 2| .. .

3| Privation 422 11 1
‘Want of breast-mllk | 2,047 | 113 ...
Purpura and scurvy 276 9] ..
Alcoholism o | L7751 64| ...
Other dietic diseases. . ... 28 1 ..

4 | Thrush 961 23| ...

" | Worms, &c. 59 2! ...
Hydatids 496 48 1

. Other parasitic diseases ... . ... 20

IL. | 1 | Gout ... 166 13| ...
Dropsy... oo e e | 2,007 | 178 2
Cancer ... e ees . | 4,233 | 383| 11

#* The Chinese and Aborigines are included in this column.
t Including 40 cases of ¢ diphtheritic croup.” i Including 7 cases of beriberi, all Javanese sailors.
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CAuses or DEATH IN CLASSIFIED ARRANGEMENT—continued,

(26% Years: 1853 to 1879 ; and Year 1880.)

Number of Deaths.
, Year 1880.
?a; g1 Causes of Death. ngés:
‘8§18 ‘ 1853-1879| Total. |Chinese,|Abori-
PGt & * gines,
, DISEASES, E'rc.-—-contznued

I1. |1 | Tumor... e e v 387 | 41| ... e
Polypus 9| . .21 .
Noma ... Cewe o ems Cese o awe | 6B eee | ees e
Mortification ... e e | 374 (0 161 s
Other diathetic diseases ... =~ = «.. = | 168 4 aabiois
2 | Scrofula o | 1,002 | 327 ...
' | Tabes mesenterica e T UL 2178786 L. 1
Phthisis .. [ 20,693 (1,175} 25 11
Hydrocephalus ... .. .. w0 we| 4,067 175 o | 1
Other tubercular diseases 742 26| ...
IIL. 11 | Cephalitis e eee | 4,454 | 254 o 4 e
Apoplexy oo eee | 4,939 | 254 2
Paralysis e 2428 182 ...
Insanity } B 1 1 R o
Chorea... P T IPROURD" . I PV RSN .
Epilepsy Ceee r ese e eee e ael 21,093 691 ...
Convulsions = .. . e 0w | -9,602 | 2570 ...
Other diseases of the nervous system © eee |- 6,621 | 290 7
2 | Pericarditis © " wee -+ eer cir eee cie eee | ... 707 4011
- | Aneurism : .-1,463 | .. 84 2
Other diseases of the cuculatory syste 10,307 . 58514
3 | Laryngitis - ... v | 857 24 ..
Bronchitis = ... we.|. 8,158 |- 578 '8 1
Pleurisy .. - ver o eee e | 1,474 100720 001
Pneumonia - ] 10 843°| 530110 2
Congestion of the lungs, pulmonary apoplexy 2, 408 2131 ... 1
Asthma . e e | . 676 |39 1
Other diseases of - the resplratory system .,1,47 8| 42 .. .
4 | Gastritis = ... vee o eee 2,559 1471 1 .-
Enteritis s o e ter see -4,933 | .183 .8
Peritonitis v ees 1, 530 76 2
Ascites s s cer ir eea|. . 424 12} 1
Ulceration of 1ntest1nes cee o wes | 881 181 ...
Hernia ... cee e aea | 383 22¢ ...
Ileus ... e 758 64| ‘1
Intussusception ... . ... . o L 173 6| ..
Stricture of intestines ... . .. .. .| 73| 5] ..
Fistula ...- P 400 1| ..
-Stomach dlseases undeﬁned C e e | 1,299 43 1
Pancreas disease - eer 0 een oo | 134 ... ...
Hepatitis T .. - cee e | 2,171 76} .
-Jaundice, gallstone e eme ee 858 421 ...
Liver disease’ undeﬁned cee o eea ! 3,719 216 1 2
Spleen disease ... - .. .. . . L 90 | 51 ..
5 | Nephritis e - oo o ees e 352 25 11 i .
Ischuria e e e | . 63102 ... doe
‘Nephria C eee o ese o eee e 893 | 107 4 1
Diabetes vt eee ot aee e ees 217 | 17 ..

* The Chinese and Aborigines are included in this column.

T Deaths from this cause are now usually returned under other heads,
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CausEs OF DEATH 1IN CLASSIFIED, ARRANGEMENT—continued.
- (263 Years : 1853 to 1879 ; and Year 1880.)

RS Number of Deaths. .
e Causes ‘'of Déath. ' X - 26} Year 1880. :
a1 8l Years: l
3| 1853-1879 Total Chinese. Abori-

L el M £ hnes:

LR Di1sEASES, ETC.—continued, i < ' - .. ;'

L |5 Stone, gravel ... 1 90. 7 .. .

e Cystitis =~ .7 Vo ) ‘300 [. 258 ...
Other diseases of the urmary organs . 1 067 | 50 1 .
.~ | 6| Ovarian dropsy .. 101 5.
| Other diséases of ﬁhe generatlve organs " 373 120 ...

) 7 ;Arthr1t1s ‘ . 1290 8 1 | ..

o Ostitis, périostitis ST el 38 20 .. ...

. Other diseases of ‘the locomotwe system ‘5 480 190 . | ...
s Phlegmon whitlow™ .00 L0 RSPRUNE IR 3 U SRR A BN RPPE

, TUleer ... SRR AU SO IS 6 1 B A IR

Other diséases of the skm ol 346 12 1t .

1V.|1 | Premature blrth . 5 o1l & 326’-: PSR

e Cyanosis ™ S | 3327 25| ... .

Spina bifida Ceen v el 221 100 e |

Other malformatlons I 660 1. 25) ... |7 ...
‘Teething = TR 688 19 e |

Other developmental dlseases of chﬂdren OO R § ) SR

2 | Paramenia cor R R 14 4 .. .

| Childbirth’ ] 2,621 111 ... .
e ‘Other developmental dlseases of a.ddlts R U YOS ST I
3| 0ld age s T ..]-3906| 843 1 |1

"' | 4| Atrophy and deb1Fty .. 18,959 | 693 6 [ 1
“V. | 1| Fractures, contus1ons, &c. L] 6,944 (12697 7T [T ...
: ‘Wounds ° ‘ e | 494 267 ..
‘ Burns and scalds .| 2,116 84 ...

" || Sunstroke S Tser] .
0 Struck by llghtnmg o - 35 30 ... .

‘Poison .. N 8591 191 1 .
J ‘Snake or insect b1te a2 ..

: ‘Drowning . 4 5551 192, 2 2

) Suffocation . 1, {L98 57| ...

_Other or’ unspecxﬁed accidetits ... 8,766 17| 1
3 Murder, manslaughter and Just1ﬁable hom1"' : i
_cide ... . 1 474 | 119 2
4| Wounds 494 84! ... .
Poison ... 315 | 16| ...
Drownmg . 819 | 27 1
Hanging 470 | 40| 4
| Suicide by other means e el 670 1 v
5 | Judicial hanging | 72 1] ..
POPR P Causes not spe_cgﬁed e oo o eed]| 1,687 38 2 1

- 565, The next ta,ble shows the same-causes: of dea,th arranged in the causes of

death in

~rorder of their fatality during 1880, with. the: ‘numbers who died  from order of

-each cause in that year, and durlng the’ twenty-six years and & half

fatality.

ended with 1879, also the order of fatality of the d1ﬁerent causes durmg
that perlod —_— : . e

* The Chinese and Aborigines are. mcluded in thls column

:l: Including 3 outlaws who were killed by the police.

oo fLeprosy.
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CauseEs oF DeEATH IN ORDER OF FATALITY.

(261 Years : 1853 to 1879 ; and Year 1880.)

Order of Fatality. Number of Deaths.
263 Years :  Year Causes of Death in Order of Fatality, 1880. 26} Years:| Year
1853-1879.| 1880. 1853-1879. | 1880,

1 1 | Phthisis ... Ceee .| 20,693 | L175

3 2 | Atrophy and deblht " eee . ees . ees | 18,959 693

2 3 | Accidents .- .. | 20,238 680
"4 4 | Diarrheea . ces’ s . 17,714 604
"8 5 | Diseases of the organs of clrcula.tlon not classed - 10,307 585
11 6 | Bronchitis eee 8,158 578
7 7 .| Pneumonia s e eee een| 10,843 530
20 8 | Cancer ... e e | 4,233 383
23 9 | Old age ... .- eee 0 eee | 3,906 343
15 10 | Premature birth ...~ e ees .. | 5,011 326
6 11" | Typhoid fever, &c. e ees e | 11,046 297
14 12" | Diseases of the nervous system not classed e | 6,621 290
9 13 | Convulsions s 9,602 257
16 " 1144 f| Apoplexy .. .| 4,939 254
18 } { Cephalitis eee | 4,454 254
24 | 15 | Measles ... . e e | 3,847 252
25 16 | Diseases of the hver ‘not classed cer e | 3,719 216
29 17 | Congestion of lungs, pulmonary apoplexy ...| 2,408 213
12 18 | Diphtheria =~ ... e | 7,834 198
17 19 | Enteritis ... son. © ees 4,933 183
28 20 | Paralysis... .. . oo | 2,428 | 182
19 21 | Whooping-cough ... .| 4,298 179
21 22" | Hydrocephalus ... . e | 4,067 176
22 23 | Croup ... e | 3,979 156
27 24 | Gastritis .. ' eoe . eee e | 2,559 147
26 25 Chlldblrth and metna e . | 3,312 131
5 26 | Dysentery eve e | 12,386 122
35 27 | Suicide ... ' vae 1,665 118
32 28 | Want of breast-mﬂk .. 2,047 113
49 29 | Nephria ... eer | 893 107
"~ 80 30 | Tabes mesenterica - we | 2,176 86
39 31 | Aneurism 1,463 84
40 32 | Rheumatism eue s - 1,301 81
13 33 | Teething ... oo o - oo eee | 6,738 79
33 34 | Dropsy ... e | 2,007 78
31 } 35_{ Hepatitis... e | 2,171 76
86 Peritonitis e 1,530 76
38 36 | Pleurisy ... s 1,474 72
44 | 87 | Epilepsy ... w. | 1,093 69
" 34 } 38 Alcoholism 1,751 64
53 - Tleus 758 64
43 | 39 | Malformations ... . * vee 1,213 60
42 40 Cholera ‘ .| 1,236 54
45 Diseases of the urmary organs not classed 1,067 50
55 41 | Venereal diseases ... . 714 49
60 42 | Hydatids .. . e 496 48
41 43 | Diseases of ‘the stomach not classed e ees 1,299 43
37 44 Diseases of the respiratory system not classed 1,478 42
51 Jaundice, gall-stone .| 858 42
66 45 | Tumor ... 387 41
56 46 | Pericarditis _— 707 40
58 47 | Asthma ... - e} . 676 39
46 48 | Erysipelas - e | 1,029 36-
47 } 49 | Scrofula ... we | 1,002 32
63 Miasmatic diseases not classed - - 436 32
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CauseEs oF DEATH IN ORDER OF FATALITY—Ccontinued.
. ' (26} Years: 1853 to 1879 ; and Year 1880.)
-Order of Fatality. ' - | Number of Deaths.
96} Years: Year ,Causes’ of Death in Order of Fatality, 1880." 263 Years:| Year
1858-1879. | 1880.° 1853-1879.| 1880.
.10 7 } 50 { Scarlatina .| 8,684 - 26
. 54 Tubercular diseases not classed cor . 742 26
- 71 } 51 { Nephritis . 352 25
18 - - || Cystitis ... . .en 300 25
52 52 Laryngltls 857 24
48 53 Thrush eee “ese 961 23
.50 } 54 { Inﬂuenza., coryza, ca.ta.rrh © ees 871 22
87 Hernia ... .o 383 22
61 } 55 Diseases of locomotlve system not classed ... 480 19
62 Murder, manslaughter, and justifiable homicide 474 19
- 68 56 | Ulceration of intestines ... 381 18
76 57 | Diabetes ... 217 17
- 69 58 | Mortification . 374 16
.80 59 | Gout . 166 13
72 Skin diseases 346 12
© 70, |} 60< | Diseases of the organs of genera.tlon ot classed 373 12
64 Ascites ... . 424 12
65 61 | Privation 422 11
[ } 62 { Purpura and scurvy 276 9
57 Remittent fever ... " es 686 9
89 } 63 { Carbuncle, boil ... e . 63 8
81 Arthritis es es 129 &
T84 ] ey Stone, gravel 920 7
=77 } 1| Uleer ... 178 7
L8 65 | Intussusception ... e .es 173 6
82 Ovarian dropsy ... eee 101 5
184 66 % Spleen disease 90 5
86 Stricture of the intestines ... 73 5
83 Ague e e cee 93 4
85 67 < | Paramenia e 87 4
59 Quinsy ... 607 4
89 Ischuria ... ooe 63 2
90 Worms, &c. e 59 2
92 68< | Chorea ... ces 43 2
94 1 | Ostitis, periostitis... 38 2
100 L Polypus ... e ees 9 2
72 Execution 72 1
93 ‘ } 69 % Fistula ... . 40 1
95 Dietetic diseases not classed e 28 1
75 | ... | Insanity 255 | ...
79 ... | Diathetic diseases not classed .e- 169 | ...
88 .. | Noma .ee veo .es 66 .
91 .. | Phlegmon, whitlow 51 | ...
93 ... | Chicken-pox, &ec. ... 40 .
96 ee. | Small-pox e 21 .
97 ... | Parasitic diseases not classed 20 .
98 ... | Pancreas disease ... 13 .
99 ... | Developmental diseases of children not classed 11 .
101 ... | Glanders ... . o aes 2| .
102 ... | Developmental dlsea,ses of adults not classed... 1
Deaths from specified causes .. | 272,613 | 11,614
Deaths from unspecified causes ... 1,637 38
Deaths from all causes ... e 1 274,250 111,652
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566. The fatality of the different circumstances which cause death in
this colony, as compared with the fatality resulting from similar causes
in England and Wales, is shown by the following table, in which the
number of persons dying from each cause in either country is compared
with the number of persons living in the same country. The totals of
each class and order are.given, as also are some of the principal diseases.
The VlctOrmn results relate to the year 1880 and to the twenty-six
years and a half ended with 1879, and the results for England and

Wales to the twenty-five years ended with 1874 :—

ANNUAL DeEATH RATE FrROM EACH GROUP OF CAUSES AND CERTAIN

DiseaseEs IN VICTORIA AND ENGLAND AND WALES,

Number ot Annual Deaths per 100,000
= ) of Mean Populatlon -
. Engl
€lass, | Order. Cauges of Death. Vlctqna. H%Vﬁgsm
L " Average of | Average of
Year 1880. | 261 Years: | 25 Years:
- | 1853 to 1879. {1850 to 1874,
{ All causes .. |1,870°27 | 1,680-79 |2,228-28
Specified causes L ees | 1,365°80 | 1,670°77 | 2,205:66
CrLAsSES, - , o
- L Zymotic diseases ... | 285°06 | 512°59 | 503-87
-I1. Constitutional diseases ... eee | 238°87-4 221°19 | 42054
ITT. | Local diseases ... 55613 | 563-16 | 849°97
IV. | ... | Developmental diseases ... Caee | 190°04 | 236°24 | 355-15
V. Violent deaths ... Cees 96°20 137-59 76-13
_OrRDERS AND DISEASES.* o :
I 1 Miasmatic diseases Cees 24743 47107 | 478-94
Measles L ees Caes 29-64. 23°58 4282
Scarlatina . ... 306 5322 } 103°80
Diphtheria ... 23-28 - 4801 2
Croup . e 18:35 24-39 2406
Whoopmg—cough e 21-05 26°34 | 5146
Typhoid fever, &c. ... 34°93 | °  67°70 5089t
Dysentery 14-35 75°91 672
Diarrheea ... 71-03 |  108°56 89:06
Metria (see Chlldblrth and metria 2-35 424 599
znfra) - -
2 | Entheticdiseases (venereal diseases, 576 4-39 47
&ec.
3 Dietig diseases (privation, want-of | = 2329 27°73 11-36
: breast-milk, alcoholism, &c.) | :
4 | Parasitic dlseases (thrush hydatlds, 8-58 9-41 610
. ‘ &c) ‘ N
il. 1 - | Diathetic diseases Cees 62°68 4542 8425
Dropsy wher o ebar - 9°17 12-31 38:51
Cancer, &c. _ ... 45704 25-94 36°92
2 | Tubercular diseases = - ... 17569 175°77 | 336:29
- _ Phthisis 138-18 12682 25672
.Hydrocephalus P R S 20-°58 24-93 37-07

~* Particulars respecting some of the pnuclpal diseases only are given.
't The death rate from typhoid fever is given for the eight years ended with 1877. Prior to 1870, it
swas not separated from {yphus in the Enghsh returns.
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AxNvAL DEATE RATE FROM EACH GROUP OF CAUSES AND CERTAIN
,,_;‘DI;@A‘E;ASES‘ IN VICTORIA AND EyeLAND AND WALES-—-continu'ed

Number of Annual Deaths per 100, 000
of Mea.n Popnﬂauon ,
Glass, | Oriter. 7 hbed of Deatn, | o Vieesa. E“glaé‘é‘s“”d
R ' T b g e e fAvera)geof - Averageof ’
Y I T .t | Year1880. | - 5%Years 25 Years:
: SRR S : to 1879, | 1850 to'1874.
ORDERS AND DISEASEs*—continued. |
I | ... D1sease§ of the systems— - . T
ARRS B Nervous' (brain disedses, &c.) ... 153-82 | 180°40 | 280-79 -
2 Circulatory, (heart diséases, &c.) | . 8338 | ' 7647 94-97
~ 3 | Respiratory (lung diseases, &c.)... 176-17 158-69 | 327-31
4 Digestive (stomach bowels—-—d1s- 10772 118:92 | 100°-53
eases, &c.)
- 5 Urinary (kidney, bladder—dis- 2740 18-27 |© 27-26
' eases, &c.) :
- 6 Generative (ovarian dropsy, &c.) 2-00 2°90 5-70°
7 Locomotive (arthritis, ostitis, &c.) 341 3:97 774
8 Integumentary (phlegmon ulcer, 2-23 352 5-70
: &c.) : A Co
.| .. Developmental diseases— ‘
~1 [ = Of children (malformatlon, teeth- 54°68 79-51 | ' 87-01!
ing, &c.) < - , A N ER A
‘7 e | Of adults, :,. 1352 | 1660 | 11:63
@vsf vl Y Childbirth, (see Chlldblrth a,nd 21305 |  16°00 11-20
1 metria infra) - : . S L ye
.8 |  Of old people (old age) e | 40°34 | . 23-94 | 137-37
4 | Diseases of. nutrition (atrophy and 8149 116-19‘ 119-14
-debility) o o h
V. 1 Accident or neghgence e 79°97 | 124-03 v
*8 | Homicide wer 2:23 | 2:91 |- 7613
. 4 .| Suicide P T aee e 13-88 | ' 110°20. .
© 5 | Execution eid 1 eee T ase ‘12 44
I%’ ;} Childbirth and metria ... - 15-40 20-24 17:19

567. By means of the results shown in this table, it is found that over resuts com-
a series of years the mortality from the following causes is greater in '™
Victoria- than in England and Wales :—Zymotic diseases, notably
croup, dysentery, diarrhcea, and typhmd fever ; diseases of the dietic
order, . 1nclud1ng want of ‘breast-milk and alcohohsm dlseases of the
parasitic order, including thrush, hydatids, &c. ; dlseases of the stomach
and bowels ; violence; and the consequences of childbirth. From
every other cause shown, also from all causes combined, the death
rate is on the average higher in England and Wales than in Victoria.
568. The following table shows in order of fatahty the four or ﬁve Principal

pnnclpal causes of death during’ 1880 of males and females at various fomas

ages, Amongst other items of interest, it will be noticed that the ,ge

‘complaints most fatal to infants and very young children Were atrophy

% Particulars respecting some of the principal diseases only are given.
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and diarrheea, and to old people, bronchitis and heart disease ; that
typhoid fever was particularly fatal to young adults; that phthisis
stood first in the list of both males and females between the ages of
15 and 55 ; that accidents appear in the list of males at all the age-
periods between 5 and 55, and were more fatal than any other cause of
death save phthisis, which is also the only complaint which ranks before
child-bearing in the case of females between 25 and 35, and the only
one more fatal than cancer between the ages of 35 and 55.

PriNcIPAL CAUsEs OF DEATH OF MALES AND FEMALES AT VARIOUS
Aces 1Iv OrRDER oF Faravrity, 1880.

' v Order of Fatality.

Ages. ‘ :
] 1 ’ 2 s 4
MaAvEs.

All ages Phthisis Accidents Heart disease Atrophy
Under 1 year |Atrophy Diarrhea Premature birth | Convulsions
1 to 5 years | Measles 8iarrhoea. Croup PnPeumonia.

. . roup P neumonia
5to10 ,, Diphtheria { Accidents } C;ph;hlfls P,Ifyhlih oid fever
. . iphtheria thisis
10 to15 ,, Accidents Typhoid fever iH eart disease Scrofula
15 to 256 ,, Phthisis Accidents yphoid fever Brain disease
25 to 8 Phthisis Accidents Typhoid fever Heart disease
35 to4s Phthisis Accidents Heart disease Brain disease
45 to55 ,, | Phthisis Accidents Heart disease Cancer
55 to 65 ,, | Heart disease | Phthisis Cancer ‘| Pneumonia
65 to75 ,, Old age Heart disease | Bronchitis Pneumonia
75 & upwards | Old age Bronchitis Heart disease Pneumonia
: FeMALES.
All ages Phthisis Atrophy Diarrhea Bronchitis
Under 1 year | Atrophy Diarrheea Premature birth | Bronchitis
1 to 5 years | Measles Diarrhceea ?ﬁZﬁﬁa} Croup
5tol10 ,, I'I)‘iplzlthgr;a. '19;51111&& fever| ( Accidents | Hydrocephalus
'yphoid fever ‘ Rheumatism .
10to15 ,, { Diphtheria Accidents { Heart disease Phthisis
15 to 25 ,, | Phthisis Typhoid fever| Childbearing * =~ | Heart disease
25 to 85 ,, Phthisis Childbearing*| Typhoid fever Brain disease
85 to45 ,, |Phthisis Cancer Heart disease Childbearing*
45 to 55 ,, |Phthisis Cancer Apoplexy Liver disease
55 to 65 ,, Cancer Heart disease | Apoplexy | Paralysis
65 to75 ,, Old age Brain disease | Heart disease | Apoplexy
75 & upwards | Old age Bronchitis Heart disease | Apoplexy

569. Although a slight epidemic of measles prevailed during the
year, the death rate from zymotic diseases was, as in the previous year,
considerably below the average. Ever since the abatement of the fatal

N

Zymotic
diseases.

* Including childbirth and metria.
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epidemics which commenced in 1874, and continued until 1876, the
death rate from this class of complaints has been decreasing, and,
although usually higher, it has been in the last four years even lower
than in England. The death rate from scarlatina and diphtheria, from
typhoid fever, and even from diarrhcea—the fourth most fatal disease
in Victoria*—were both in 1879 and 1880 below the English rates,
which, especially as regards the last-named, is a very unusual circum-
stance. Measles and venereal diseases were the only complaints under
this head from which the death rate in 1880 was above the average.

570. The following table shows the number of deaths from zymotic Children’s
diseases particularly affecting children which occurred during the scases.
seventeen years ended with 1880. It will be noticed that measles
prevailed in 1880, but that all the other complaints caused fewer deaths
in that year than in 1879. This is the third time that measles has
prevailed in an epidemic form during the period, there having been an
interval of 6 years between the first and second, and of 4 years between
the second and third visitations of that complaint. It moreover appears
that in 1880 the mortality from scarlatina was lower than in any of the
previous years except 1870, and the mortality from diarrheea than in
any except 1864 ; also that the mortality from dysentery and from

diphtheria was the least in the whole period of seventeen years :—

DEATHS FROM ZYMOTIC DISEASES CHIEFLY AFFECTING CHILDREN,
1864 To 1880.

Number of Deaths from—

Year. - —
Measles. | Scarlatina. tll)lg;l:; Croup. chlgaggg- Dysentery.| Diarrhcea.| Total.
1864 ... 7 278 451 160 25 243 528 1,692
1865 ... 11 215 391 171 304 402 864 2,358
1866 ... 427 462 331 132 365 525 1,027 | 3,269
1867 ... 630 621 334 115 205 430 986 } 3,321
1868 ... 24 460 451 194 243 . 220 640 2,232
1869 ... 24 224 493 162 100 306 858 2,167
1870 ... 3 24 418 99 50 244 706 1,544
1871 ... 4 Q7 255 90 318 316 626 1,6367
1872 ... 7 135 320 121 227 424 C 747 1,981
1873 ... 1 188 420 142 299 357 629 2,036
1874 ... 256 120 375 159 151 325 846 2,232
1875 ... 1,541 985 239 135 58 509 1,002 4,469
1876 ... 5 2,240 201 173 13 202 675 3,509
1877 ... 6 183 359 315 245 254 963 2,325
1878 ... 5 136 336 331 291 197 877 2,173
1879 ... 3 61 337 275 193 140 698 1,707
1880 ... 252 26 198 156 179 122 604 1,537
'1‘10;?6;?8} 3,206 6,385 | 5,909 2,930 | 3,266 5,216 13,276 40,188

© % See table following paragraph 565 ante.
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571. Deaths from typhoid fever in 1880 numbered only 297, which
wias about 100 below the average of the last 14 years, and was, with
two  exceptions, the smallest number recorded during that period.
When compared with population, the mortality from this complaint is
found to have been absolutely lower than in any previous year. The
following table shows the number of deaths from typhoid fever, and
their proportion to the population, during each of the past fourteen
years :— S |

Deatss rroM TyPHOID FEVER,VI86‘7 TO 1’880.‘, |

- Deaths from Typhoid Fever. -
Year, . : ) -
Potal Number. N‘i};‘r’;‘f);gegi},%o;o

1867 455 706 -
1868 e 295 ’ ~ 4-45
1869 ... i ene 360 5-24
1870 e . eee 416 583
1871 vee ies 269 365
1872 .. ... 323 1 429
1873 ees 282 Bl 368
1874 470 o 604
1875 455 578
1876 ves ves 375 . 471
1877 532 658
1878 532 6°48
1879 R 438 525
1880 eee 297 3:49
Mean 293 518

572. In England and Wales the mortality from typhoid fever has
been considerably reduced of late years. During the five years ended
with 1874 the death rate therefrom was 5:58 per 10,000 persons living,
which is slightly higher than in Victoria, whereas in the four years
ended with 1878, it fell to 4:85, 3-96, 3:61, and 382 respectively per
ten thousand,* or much lower than it was in the corresponding period
in this colony.

- 873. As compared with population, zymotic diseases apparently cause
greater mortality in Victoria than in any other Australian colony
except Queensland. The following are the figures derived from obser-
vations extending over a series of years, the colonies being placed in
order according to the rate prevailing in each. No information is at
hand respecting Western Australia:—

* The English figures quoted are those of enteric, or typhoid, and simple continued fever, which:
probably correspond with fevers tabulated as typhoid in Victoria. These fevers in England were I.lot:
separated from typhus until 1870, the latter being a disease which, it is said, does not exist in Victoria.
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ORDER oF COLONIES IN REFERENCE. TO MORTALITY FROM

ZYMOTIC DISEASE%. o

Colony. -

extend

e

Yems over. which the Observatlons

‘ Dea'ths from Zymotic
Diseases per 10,000
. Persons Living.,

1. Queensland ...
...2, Victoria ves
3. South Australia

. 4, New South Wales

5. New Zealand
6. Tasmania

11868 to 1878
1868 to 1878

1869 to 1878
1868 to 1878
1872 to 1878
1868 to 1878

53'8
40°'1
391
38°1
331
292

574. The following table shows the mortality from typhoid fever in
the same colonies during the seven years ended with-1879. This com-

plaiﬁt appears to be more fata,l in Queensla,nd than it is in'Victoria, or’

South. ‘Australia, Tasmania, and New Zealand :—

DEATHS FROM TypHOID FEVER IN AUSTRALASIAN CoLoN1EsS,
1873 ro 1879.

Year.

Number of Deaths from Typhoid Fever.

Per 10,000

Per 10,000 | Per 10,000
Total. Persons Total. Persons Total. Persons
Living. " Living. . Living.
o VICTORIA. New SourH WALES. QUEENSLAND.

1878 ... 282 368 67 478
1874. ... 470 6:05 78 503
1875 ... 455 578 298 500 158 916
1876 _  .... 375 471 401 649 72 391
1877 - ... 532 658 375 5-81 105 538
1878 ... 532 6'48 441 6:50 197 953
1879 ... 438 525 265 371 132 6-16
Total... | 3,084 552 1,780 548 809 638
SOUTH AUSTRALIA. TASMANIA. 1 NEw ZEALAND.

1873 ... 68 348 24 282 || 127 441
1874 97 4-82 44 422 “ 161 505
1875 ... 94 4'53 50 481 || 340 947
1876, ... 92 4:22 26 249 195 503
1877 84 363 41 3-86 133 326
1878 ... 106 437 50 4:61 131 311
1879 ses 101 397 38 3:42 ! 208 464
“Total ... 642 414 273 3'68 1,295 4°92

. 875. The death rate from Constitutional Diseases, Class II., was Deaths froms

above the average.

year.

p-—

In this class, cancer caused 383 deaths, which is
the same number as in 1879, but a larger one than in any previous

As this complaint stood eighth in 1880, and ninth in 1879, in
the list of causes of death*—its usual place being the twentieth—and

- # See table following paragraph 565 ante.

cancer.
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‘mortality therefrom has for years past been increasing both here and in
England, I have considered it of sufficient importance to warrant my
devoting to it the following table, now published for the first time,
which shows the number of deaths from cancer, and the number per
10,000 persons living, in each of the last twenty years :—
Deatas Frou CANCER, 1861 10 1880.

Deaths from Cancer.
" Years. Total Number. "1 Number pef
) 10,000 Persons

Males. ~ Females. Total. Living.

1861 52 50 102 1-89
1862 30 50 80 1-46
1863 58 45 103 " 183
1864 55 72 127 2-17
1865 81 , 70 151 247
1866 52 64 116 1-84
1867 eoe 63 57 120 . 1-87
1868 a5 88 183 2:76
1869 85 99 184 2:68
1870 109 105 214 3:00
1871 100 93 193 2°62
1872 eee 130 96 226 3:00
1873 122 128 250 327
1874 ces - 146 122 268 345
1875 ey 168 140 308 3°91
1876 150 : 153 303 3°80
1877 Cee 169 160 329 4-07
1878 .- 182 : 132 314 382

1879 205 178 383 “4°59
1880 .os 202 181 383 | 4-50
Total in 20 years... 2,254 2,083 4,337 -3°07

576. Cancer is a complaint which usually affects females more than

who died of males. In the twenty years of which mention is made in the table,

«cancer,

Deaths from
phthisis.

Death rate
from
phthisis.

92 of the former have died of it to every 100 of the latter, whereas in
the total population females during the same vicenniad have proba.bly
averaged no more than 80 to every 100 males.

577. Also under the head of Constitutional Diseases is classﬂied
phthisis or consumption, which in 1880 caused 1,175 deaths, a larger
number than ‘had ever been previously set down to that disease in one
year. Except during the prevalence of epidemics, phthisis is the
occasion of more deaths than any other complaint ; in the year under
review it caused nearly twice as many deaths as atrophy and debility,
those being the complaints which, in order of fatality, stand next to
phthisis on the list.*

578. In the following table, which shows the number of deaths from
phthisis in each of the last twenty years, and their proportions to the

* See table following paragraph 565 ante.
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total populatlon the reaults dlffer, more especlally since 1873 “from
those given in previous issues’ of the Victorian Year-Book, as the rates
have been re-calculated in accordance with a;mended estimates of popu- ‘
lation' based upon the returns of the recent census. By the ‘present
ﬁgures it appears that the death rate from' this complalnt Thas ‘of ‘late
years been increasing, and in 1880 was higher than.(in any previous
year since 1861; also that during the last 7 years the ‘averagé. rate. has
been.over 13, whereas formerly it was only a little more: tha;n 12 per
10,000 persons living :— T R

DEeATHS FROM PHTHISIS IN VICTORIA, 1861 To' 1880. ¢/ .

Deaths from Phthisis. ) 'Deaths from Phthisis.
Year. Number per 10,000 Year. Number per 10 ,000
Total Number. Persons Living;r.* Total Numbel‘ "Persons lemg *
1861... 753 | 1394 | 1872 ... 876 11'63
1862 ... 707 . 12:90 1873 ... 945 12-34
1863 ... | 717 2 12:74° . | 1874 ...} 1,011 13:00
1864 ... 686. 1170 1875 ... . 1,027 - 1304
‘1865 ... - 741 12412 187‘6 oo | 1,010 12°68
»‘{‘1»866?_.,,. 782 ‘ 1243 1877 ... 1,088 1346
1867 ... 798 | 12-31 1878 ... = 1,124 13°68
1868 .ot ~- 746 - | --11'25 1879 ... 1,058 12:69
1869 ... 893 12:99 1880 ... 1,175 13:82
1870 ... 888 .. |- 1245 . . | gy | -
: A ) Total in 19
:1871 841 ”11.41- R Y years} ~,17,861 , 1? 65

NoTE. —-Dea.ths xeglsteled as occurring from haemoptysm are mcluded in thxs table

579 The followmg table gives the number of deéaths from PhthlSlS Agesat
& m

at each age and the1r proportlon to the deaths- from all causes :—  phthisis.

 DrATHS FROM PHTHISIS, 1880.—AGE AT DEATH. o 3 |

e B - |+~ Number who Died of Phthisis. oﬁ};’;‘;ﬁi‘?ﬁ% m
R Ages. l T " | ‘Phthisis to those
o Males. Females. Total. from all Causes.}
Under 5 years SO 23 18 % 411 *90
5:to 10, e 7 . 8 - 12 151 3-74
10, 15 ,, 5 7 19 4-84
15 2 25 » . s 104: - 149 A R lS'l‘ 253§ T 32.15
25, 35 , oor | 140 136 s 276 . 3589
851, 45 116 109 o225 | . 2257
45 ,, 55 ,, - 149 , 74 | ... 223 16°38
55 ,, 65 ,, .76 . 21 | e 97 . 822
65 ,, 75 vee 19 , 7 e .26 . 316
75 yea.rs and upwards... 2 N U S 5 'f . -88
Unspecﬂied 2 1 2 | .
Tota,l - 641 | © 534 | 3 1,175 - 10°08

. Nore.—The small figures in the total column denote the Victorians included in each number.
* For figures of mean population used in making these calculatmns, see table ¢ Breadstuﬁ's avallable

for Consumption ” in Part IX., Production, post. . o ’
t See table following paragraph 547 ante. Lo
1 Including 1 Aboriginal in each line, - -§ Including:2 Aborxgines 1 Includinéfs“ ‘Abo’hgmes.

R
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580. It will be observed that the mortality from this complaint in
1880 was highest between the ages of 15 and 35, but that it was also
high between 35 and 55. The value of these facts is, however,
affected by the relative proportions of those living at the different
ages, which is not at present accurately known.

581. The following table shows the numbers who died of phthisis
in Victoria during 1880, also their ages and duration of illness con-
trasted with the length of time they had lived in the Australasian
colonies * :—

Deatras FrRoM PaTHISIS IN VICTORIA, 1880.—AGES AT DEATH AND
"DURATION OF ILLNESS, CONTRASTED WITH PERIOD OF RESIDENCE
IN AUSTRALASIA.

Period of Residence in Australasian Colonies.

g
£ ] da|l e | @ g 2o &
HEAEEH TR 2R A

— ElS|B| 88|88l >|>|%428| § (2279 &,
'_‘Ewmhhhogggsgg?‘ﬁgegg%
Sle|mlalelei=|Zels | o |88|158] = |2EE| 33
Elelelele|s|glelsls |2 |>elss & |88%| 25
Blilo|m|alml<|n|S2 | R [85)%<| A |2ES| 8&

(Under 5 Years aee [eeefeeefeas]eacfencfonc]eactinefonc] vue | oee e | 41 ... 41
5to 10 SR N U DURON O PO PO DO I | SO PO O 18] 1| 15
S|10, 15 o] 1] 1enfen e ol 10| . | 12
S|15, 25 v | 1] 1) 4] 1] 1} 2| 7(11} 5] 8| ...|...[209] 3| 253
Aal2s, 35 .. | 2| 7] 4| 4| 5| 5| 4|18|22! 25! 22| 43| 6/101] 8} 276
12485, 456 , e |eoo| B 1| 4] 2| 3| 2| 8|27 40| 49| 43| 13| 21| 7| 22
o |45, 55 vee foeefonalenc]eed] Bl 2} 7} 5] 19 64| 92| 15| 8] 9} 223
& |55, 65 cee o weol odeee| 1) 8] 41 28| 47] 51 2| 6 97
< |65, 75 , oo 2/uee]... | 5] 15| 3|... 1 26
75 and upwards ... |.. cofeesfons ooofeud| 20 1) 2} 1 ... 6

L Unspecified FORUR PR PO PR TR PO N P . TR S | 1

i e e |

Total ... 313 513113 9| 9|44 68| 95177 242 42;407 35 | L1756
(Onder 1 month ... |...L...] 1..L..L.0..| 2 4 4| 10/ 13 2/ 21| 1| 358
1to 3months ... | 1l...[...| 2| 1. 1.0 1] 1] 12 14) 1) 27| ... | 6l
8, 6 oo Joee] 20 1) Tjeeulendl.] 70 7] 10) 20 25)...1 62 ... | 185

% 16,12 vee Joeeeeel 1) 1) 1| 1} 2| 511} 14] 25 32| 4 81] 2| 180
2 | Some months ... |..cfeesfeeclaafenn]inn fonifenene cor 0o [ eee|eee | 2] e 2
S| 1to 2years .. |..| 2{..| 3| 1] 2| 1) 812 16/ 25 44| 5| 73| ... | 192
q_‘42,,3,, v [l 20 1] 20 2/ 1] 1] 6 5| 13| 23 30| 6| 48] 4| 144
o) 3, 4 voo [oucfeestenleed 2o 581 7] 11 15] 20 10| ... | 55
S| 4, 5 e foos] Tfoeeleealeae] Thoe ool oo | 87 7] 1| 4| ... 18
%] 5,10 vee | uedleaeaeleeaonelonefan; Bl 6 7‘ 6, 2/ 7| 1| 85
é"; 10 years and over [...f...loce]eedeneleai]ons % ..| 8 4 15 2| .| 1L
Some years, long | '1 ~ ,
standing, &c. coelonefees] T Thasleen - 2 43 21 71 10 70 1| 2
Unknown . | 1| 6] 1] 8] 5| 4| 4]10{17| 20, 36 45| 17| 63| 26| 258

* Statistics of the duration of illness in connection with period of residence in Australia were first
published in the well-known work by W. Thomson, F.R.C.S. Ed., entitled Phthisis, and the Supposed
Influencé of Climate. Melbourne: Stillwell and Knight, 1870.

+ Including 343 natives (10 being Aborigines) of Victoria, 19 (I being an Aboriginal) of New South
‘Wales, 12-of -‘South Australia, 30 of Tasmania, and 3 of New Zeala.nd:ng )
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- 582. Examining this table, it is found, in regard to the persons of
whom full particulars are given,* that in all but 22 instances the period
of residence in the Australasian colonies was greater than the duration
of illness, and therefore that the complaint must have been contracted
there ; also, that in no less than 407 cases, or 341 per cent. of the whole,
the person dying was a native of the colonies. These facts, combined
with similar results in previous years, unhappily completely destroy
the theory that phthisis is a disease which cannot be generated in
Australasia.

583. In 1880 the victims to phthisis respecting whom information
was given in the registers as to whether the disease was contracted in
the colonies were more numerous in Melbourne and suburbs than
in the extra-metropolitan districts of Victoria, the numbers being 503
and 426 respectively. Of those who died in Melbourne and suburbs,
488, or 97 per cent., and of those who died in other places, 419, or 98
per cent., are said to have been first attacked by the disease in Austral-
These facts are shown by the following table :—

Deatrs FroM PuTHISIS, 1880.-—~DISEASE CONTRACTED IN
AUSTRALASIA AND ELSEWHERE.

-asia.

Persons who Died of Phthisis.t
Place where Dis .
wa.g v&oﬁfmc;eg.ase In Mg&%‘m’? and In Exti')a{s%g::pohtan Total in Victoria.
Number. | Percentage.| Number. | Percentage. | Number. | Percentage.
Australasian colonies 488 97°02 419 98-36 907 97-63
Elsewhere 15 2:98 7 1-64 22 2:37
Total 503 10000 426 100°00 929 100°00

584. The period of residence in the Australasian colonies of most
of those who died of phthisis in Victoria is available for the five years
ended with 1880. The information is complete respecting 5,096
persons, and of these, 1,513, or 30 per cent., were born in Australasia ;
8,221, or 63 per cent., had resided there for upwards of five years ; 168,
or a further 3 per cent., had resided there for upwards of two years ;
and only 194, or about 4 per cent., had lived there for less than two
years. The following table shows the number of persons who died of
phthisis in each year in combination with their period of residence in
Australasia, those being omitted of whom the term of residence was

not stated :—

# Although in 195 cases (exclusive of those born in the colonies), or a sixth of the whole, the duration
of illness was unspecified, only 24 of these had resided in the colonies for less than five years, so that
the great majority of them also acquired the complaint in Australasia. .

1 Only the numbers respecting whom full particulars are stated in the death registers.

R2

Period of
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DrATHS FrROM PHTHISIS* 1876 TO 1880.—PERIOD OF RESIDENCE
IN AUSTRALASIA

* Numbers who Died of Phthisis.
, Period of Residence T : , T _ _
in Australasian Colonies. 1876, | 1877. 1 1e78. | 1879, | 1880. Toﬁtiim Proportion
S . . Years. per Cent.
Under 1 month ~ ...| 6 4| 8| 1| '3 22 43
1 month to 1 year 25 20 23 18 18 104 2°04.
1 year to 2 years 18 | 11 11 15 13 68 1-33°
2 years to 5 years 33| 39 40 25 81| 168 | 330
5 years and upwards 672 | 682 | 650 | 591 |- 626 | 3,221 | 63-21
Born there ... 198 | 252 | 316 | 345 | 407 | 1,513 | 29°69
Total ... 947 1,008 |1,048 | 995 |1,098 | 5,096 [100-00 -

585. In proportion to population, the deaths from  phthisis have
always been much more numerous in Melbourne and suburbs than in
the remainder of the colony, as will be seen by the following figures,
which give the results for twenty years :—

DEeaTHS FROM PHTHISIS PER 10,000 PERSONS LIVING IN MELBOURNE
~AND COUNTRY DISTRICTS 1861 To 1880.

Melbourne - Extra- "Melbourne . Extra-
Year. and ~ Metropolitan Year. and Metropolitan

Suburbs. Districts. Lo Suburbs. Districts.
1861 23-44 10-63 1872 . 18-69 8-62
1862 24°64 8-71 1873 ... 20°51 877
1863 23°71 879 1874 . 22°04 8:94
1864 20°08 8:70 1875 ... 21°46 9°25
1865 22-11 857 1876 ... | 22+46 828
1866 20-42 9°53 1877 ... | 22°74 9°29
1867 21°56 8-87 1878 .. 22°62 9:63
1868 20-83 7°63 1879 . 2177 8-45
1869 ... | 23-87 8°83 1880 .| 2395 8-92
1870 22-49 8+56 ' -
1871 2208 7:20 Means | 2207 8°80

586. There is no doubt that for years past the death rate from
phthisis in Melbourne and suburbs has been to a certain extent swelled
by the presence of persons who started from Europe whilst suffering
from the disease in an advanced stage, having been induced to take the
voyage to this colony under the hope that benefit might be derived
from the Australian climate, but have landed in Melbourne only
to die there. Notwithstanding this disturbing element, however,
the death rate from phthisis is not so high in Melbourne and suburbs

as in London, but it approximates closely to that in the United

* Exclusive of 63 in 1876, 80 in 1877, 76 in 1878, 63 i in 1879, and 77 in 1880, of which the necessary

particulars were not glven in the registers _
yl
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Kingdom, which, in 1875, was 22:24, in 1876, 21°45, in 1877, 21-01, and
in 1878, 21-34 per 10,000 persons living ; but the death rate from phthisis
in -Ireland, which in 1878 was 1945, and in the previous ten years
averaged 18-77, per 10,000 persons living, is lower than that of Mel-
bourne. The latter, however, is not nearly so high as that prevailing
in Scotland, which in 1878 was 28 per 10,000 persons living.

587. Phthisis in Victoria, during the last five years, proved more Sex of those
fatal to males than to females ; for whereas in the population females from
existed in the proportion of about 90 to 100 males, they died of phthisis phihists.
in 1880 in as low a proportion as 83, and in the previous four years in
the proportion of only 74, to 100 males. It is possible, however, that
males at the phthisical ages bore a higher proportion to the total
number of males living in the colony than females at those ages bore
to the total number of females. ‘

588. Of the Chinese who died in Viectoria in 1880, 25, or 19 per putnisis
cent., fell victims to phthisis. Of those of all nationalities who died, Phmese.
the proportion from this complaint was 10 per cent.; but it must be
remembered that the Chinese in Victoria, with the exception of a
very small number of children and old people, are all at the ages at

which attacks of phthisis are most common.
589. Eleven deaths of Aborigines in 1880 were set down to phthisis, pntnisis

or 42 per cent. of the whole number recorded. Mr. Henry Jennings, nggﬁimes,
Vice-Chairman of the Board for the Protection of the Aborigines, in

his report dated 1st July 1879,* says—*Lung disease” (with which

he probably includes phthisis) ““is the chief cause of the death of the
Aborigines, who, when once affected, very seldom recover ;”’ and Mr.

Richard Bennet, in an article entitled Some Account of Central
Australia,t says, with reference to the Australian Aborigines generally—

“ From my experience among the blacks, I believe nine-tenths of them

die of consumption.”

590. The rate of mortality from phthisis in Victoria would appear, phtnisis in
by the calculations in the following table, to have been, over a series of fstil:ntral'
years, slightly above that in Queensland, and much higher than in any colonies.
other of the Australasian colonies. It will be observed that the figures
of the other colonies in the several years exhibit more variation than
those of Victoria, also that Queensland is the only colony besides

Victoria in which the rate in any of the years exceeded 13 per
10,000 f :—

# See Fifteenth Report of the Board, Parliamentary Paper No. 68, Session 1879.
+ See Victorian Review for April 1880, p. 934.
.1 It is pointed out by the Registrar-General of Queensland, in his 19th Apnual Report, that the death
rate from phthisis in that colony is considerably swelled by the prevalence of the disease amongst the

Polynesians.
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DeaTHS FROM PHTHISIS IN AUSTRALASIAN COLONIEs,
1873 1o '879

1 , Number of Deaths from Phthisis.

Year. Per 10,000 || Per 10,000 ||’ * Pei 10,000
Total. Persons Total. Persons Total. Persons

Living. Living. Living.

VICTORIA. | New SourH WALESs. QUEENSLAND.
1873 ves 945 12-34 ‘ o 145 10°85
1874 ... 1,011 1300 163 10°51
1875 1,027 1304 614 10°31 228 18-22
1876 1,010 1268 616 996 260 14-12
1877 1,088 13:46 597 9:24 225 ' 1153
1878 1,124 1368 652 962 263 12-72
1879 1,058 12:69 746 10°45 281 1312
Total... 7,263 12-99 ‘ 3,225 991 1,565 1234
SOUTH AUSTRALIA. ~ TASMANIA. | NEwW ZEALAND.

1873 153 7°84 115 11-10 206 7'16
1874 179 889 101 9:69 270 847
1875 209 10-07 114 10-97 339 945
1876 226 10-36 102 975 307 792
1877 203 878 127 1195 326 7°98
1878 267 1100 115 10°60 326 . 773
1879 271 1066 - 90 809 399 890
Total... 1,508 972 ; 764 1029 2,173 826

591. The death rate under Class IIL, local diseases, was somewhat
below the average. The decrease occurred in deaths from diseases of
the nervous, digestive, generative, locomotive, and integumentary
systems, but, on the other hand, as in the two previous years, a more
than average mortality resulted from diseases of the circulatory,
respiratory, and urinary systems. Most deaths in this -class have
usually been caused by complaints of the brain and nerves, but in the
year under review these were exceeded by those from affections of the
organs of respiration, in which are included bronchitis; pneumonia, and
congestion of the lungs, which together caused 1,321 deaths, and stood
sixth, seventh, and seventeenth respectively in the list of causes of death.*
In 1880, as in 1879, the death rate from urinary diseases was half as
high again as the average, and even exceeded the rate in England and
Wales. The most fatal complaint under this head i is nephria (Brlght s
disease), which, in the past year, caused 107 deaths.

592. Under Class IV., developmental diseases, the death rate from
those peculiar-to children, Order 1, and from diseases of nutrition, which
are also those of chlldren chiefly, Order 4, was much below the average.

* See table following paragraph 565 ante.
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The death rate from those peculiar to adults, Order 2, was slightly
below the average, but the death rate from old age, Order 3, which has
for some years past been increasing, was considerably above the
average. The increased death rate from old age is easily accounted
for by the circumstance that those remaining in the colony of the large
number of immigrants who arrived at or about the times of the early
gold discoveries are gradually reaching the age when they may be
expected to die off. Premature birth—the principal eause of death under
Order 1—caused 326 deaths in 1880, which number gives a proportion of
over 10 per cent. of the total deaths under 1 year, and amounts to nearly

1} per cent. of the total births recorded. The principal diseases under
Orders 2 and 4—childbirth and atrophy—will be referred to shortly.*

- 593. Deaths under the head of atrophy and debility, although always Atrophy and:
numerous, were in 1880, as in the four previous years, below the average. aepitty
The mortality under this head is almost entirely confined to young
children and infants—thus, of the 693 set down thereto in 1880,
618 were under 5 years, 564 were under 1 year, and 281 were under
1 month of age. It is probable, however, that the causes of death
amongst children are too often loosely given, and that sufficient pains
are not taken to ascertain the primary disease. As a knowledge of the
causes of death in childhood is a matter of extreme importance, it is to
be desired that medical men would, where possible, define these deaths
more accurately. The following are the numbers of both sexes reecorded
as having died from atrophy and debility in each of the fourteen years
ended with 1880 :— =

DratHS FROM ATROPHY AND DEBILITY, 1867 T0 1880.

4
Year. Males. { Females. | Total. Year. Males. Females. | Total.
1867 .es 399 347 746 1876 - ... | 3844 305 . 649
1868 ... { -337 |- 328 665 i - 1877 . |7 344 304 | 648
1869 cos 386 337 723 1878 e | 389 - 311 700~
1870 ase 422 368 790 - 1879 .o 407 | 304 | 711
1871 cee 368 311 679 1880 369 324 i 693
1872 aee 354 338 692 [ ) E /
1873 cee 378 336 714 _‘ E
1874 cae 402 337 | 739 Total in four- 5,312 4,599 9,911
1875 .. | 413 | 349 762 || teen years | t ;
. )

594. Notwithstanding the propormons of the sexes of persons at Sex of those
ages to be affected by atrophy and debility were about equal, it will be I,‘;h:;;gﬁy
observed that in every one of the years more males died than females; &
During the whole period of fourteen years, 90 females died of these

complaints to every 100 males.

& See next paragraph, and paragraph 612 post.
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. '695, Deaths from external causes, Class V., although still much
higher in}pljopbrti;on to the population than in England and Wales, were-
in 1880 much below the average. --Of the 818 violent deaths recorded.
in Victoria during that year, 680, or 83 per cent., were ascribed to-
accident ; 19, or 2 per cent., to homicide; 118, or 15 per cent., to-
suicide; and 1 to execution. Deaths from accidents were formerly
more numerous than those from any single disease, but in 1880 they
were less than the deaths caused by either phthisis or atrophy ; 39 per
cent. of these deaths were due to fractures, and 28 per cent. to drowning..
Homicides were below, but suicides were above, the average; only
thrice in the last fourteen years did the number of the latter exceed
100, viz., in 1876, 1879, and in the year under review.

596. The folowing table shows the number of deaths and the exact

'I’nédesvof death under the heads of accident and suicide, also the number-

of deaths from homicide and execution, during 1880 and the previous:
decemiiad, the sexes of those who died being distinguished :—

VIOLENT DeaTms, 1870 TO 188()

. Year 1880 Ten Years: 1870 to 1879.
Causes of Death. ; , ;
: Males. Females. Total. Males. Females. Total.
Accidents :(— ‘ ,
Fractures and contusions| 247 22 269 2,942 241 3,183
" Gunshot wounds ... | = 12 - 1 | 18 - ~ -
' Cuts, stabs, &e. .. | 11 2 | 13 221, 86| 257
Burns and scalds ... 37 47 84 367 | 506 ] 873
Sunstroke ... 8 . 3 11 154 59 213
Lightning . 3 3 22 31 - 25
Poison ... 9 10 19 | 116 - 62 178
Snake, msect—-blte -2 2§ 25 13 38-
Drowning ... 147 45 192 1,624 386 2,010
Suffocation 39 18 57 ag7 | 219 656
Others . . _vee. . wee 13 4 17 93 28 121
Total - '...| 528 152 680 | 6,001 1,558 | 7,554
Homicide ... .. |- 13*| 6 19 125 75 200
Suicide :—- :
Gunshot wounds _ ... 10 - 10 64 | ... . 64
Cuts, stabs, &c 23 1 24 155 21 176
Poison " s’ 15 1 16 146 47 193
Drowning ... 21 | 6 - 27 142 | 69 211
Hanglng oo _ees 36 4 40 209 19 228‘
Othermse 1 1 31 4 35
Total .| 105 137 | s | 747 160 | 907
" Execution ... - e 1 .. 1 23| .. 23
Grand Total ... | 647 | - 171 | 818 | 6,896 | 1,788 | 8684

“* Including three outlaws wio were killed by the police.
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697, During the eleven years ended with- 1880; 76,006 males and violent

56 623 females died of SpGClﬁed causes ; and it results from these figures, Sf?ﬁléftign
and those in the foregomg table, that, of the males, 1 in every 10 died a Geaths.
violent death ; 1 in every 12 died of an accident ; 1 in every 551 was a

victim to homlclde ;. 1in every 89 committed suicide; and 1 in every

3,167 was executed. Of the females, 1 in every 29 died a violent

death ; 1 in every 33 died of an accident ; 1 in every 699 died by the

hand of another ; 1 in every 327 commltted suicide ; but, happily, not

- one was executed. o

598. Males are much more subject to violent deaths than females. Violent
eatns o

Of those who so died in 1880, 647, or 79 per cent., belonged to the malesand
male, and 171, or 21 per cent., to the female sex. females.

~599. Omitting fractions, it may be roughly stated that, where 1 female Viclent
earns :

dles a violent death in Victoria, 4 males die violent deaths ; where 1 proportion
female dies of an accident, 4 males die of accidents ; where 1 female is ?‘fx{’?ﬁ‘ees““d
murdered about 2 males are murdered ; where 1 female commits suicide,

4 males do so. Only 1 woman has been executed in the colony since its

first settlement ; but in the eleven years to which reference is made in

the table 24 males were executed.

600. The only violent deaths whlch habitually aﬁect females more Burns and
than males are those resulting from burns and scalds. All other cir- sealds.
cumstances which occasion sudden deaths bear more hardly upon males
than upon females.

601. One hundred and elghteen persons took their own lives in 1880, Suicida)
deaths.
and 108 in the previous year. During the ten years ended with 1879 the
mean annual number of deaths by suicide was 91.

602. Hangmg is the most common mode by which men commit Medes of
suicide, cutting or stabbing the next, drowning and taking poison with Suicide. 8
almost equal frequency the next, shooting the next. Females most
frequently take their lives by drowning, next so by taking poison, next
by stabbing or hanging, a,nd not once in the 173 cages named in the
table by shooting.

603. Suicide frequently occurs amongst the Chinese. Five men of Suicides of
this race committed that act in 1880, viz., 1 by drowning and the Chinese.
remainder by hanging. The total number of Chinese males in the
colony was ascertained at the recent census to be 11,871 ; so that those

who committed suicide during the year were in the proportion of about
4 to every 10, 000.
- 604.  According to the results in the following table it would appear suicides tn

Austral-
that in proportion to population, suicide is more common in Vlctona -asian

~ colonies,
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than in any other Australasian colony except Queensland. It should,
however, be stated that the death records frequently do not upon the
surface show that the death has been suicidal, and close examination,
with sometimes further enquiry, is therefore necessary to determine
that fact. It is hence likely that the full extent to which suicide
prevails in some of the colonies is not ascertained. The following are
the suicides and their proportion to every 10,000 of the population
during the seven years ended with 1879 recorded in all the Australasian
-colonies except Western Australia :—

DEATHS FROM SUICIDE IN AUSTRALASIAN COLONIES,
1873 1o 1879.

Number of Deaths from Suicide.
Year. Per 10,000 Per 10,000 Per 10,000
Total. Persons Total. Persons Total. Persons
Living. Living. Living.
VICTORIA. New Soutm WALES. QUEENSLAND.
1873 97 127 41 . *75 22 1:57
1874 97 1-25 64 1-12 10 ‘64
1875 91 1-16 55 *92 23 1-33
1876 100 1-26 61 *99 24 1-30
1877 92 1-14 66 1:02 27 1°38
1878 87 1:06 48 *71 29 1:40
1879 108 1:-30 62 *86 40 1-87 _
Total .. 672 1-20 397 .91 175 1-38
SOUTH AUSTRALIA, TASMANiA. NEW ZEALAND.
1873 10 51 6 58 20 70
1874 22 1:09 6 *58 - 20 .*63
1875 . 24 1:15 6 -58 29 -81
1876 . 15 *69 6 *57 42 1°08
1877 . 17 . ‘78 10 94 32 -78
1878 see 18 X .74 . 8 .74 ! 37 ) .88 R
1879 18 <71 5 *45 42 *94
Total ... | 124 80 47 .63 292 -84

605. It will be observed that, according to the récords, the suicides
which take place annually in Victoria and Queensland are almost
invariably above 1 per 10,000 persons living, but those which take
place in the other colonies are generally below that proportion, which
indeed was not once reached in Tasmania, only once in New Zealand,
and only twice in New South Wales and South Austraha durlng the

“seven years named in the table.
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'606. It will be readily believed that violent deaths are not so frequent viotent

in Victoria now as in the early days of the gold discoveries. By the
following figures, however, which, with the exception of those in the
first line, have been extracted from the appendix to the 40th Report of
the Registrar-General of England, such deaths appear still to be more
common there than in any European country. Fatal accidents in
Victoria seem to occur with more frequency than in any of the countries,
and suicides than in any except Switzerland. Homicide, relatively to
population, appears to be about equal to the same circumstance in
Sweden and Prussia, but to be less rife than in Switzerland, Finland,
Bavaria, or Italy. It must be remembered, however, that the propor-
tions in thetable have been calculated in relation to the events occurring
in one year only, and might not hold good if those in a series of years
were taken into account :— ' :

‘DeaTH RATE FROM VIOLENCE IN VICTORIA AND IN CERTAIN
EuvroPEAN COUNTRIES.*

- Proportion to 100,000 Living of Deaths from—
Countries.
Violehce of all | Accident and Homicide. Suicide.
: kinds. Negligence.

Victoria Ceen 96-2 80°0 - 2:2 13-9
Switzerland ... 92:4 - 689 39 196

United Kingdom 77°5 697 - 1°6 6°2
‘England and Wales .. 75°7 66°7 1-7 73

‘Scotland ... 72°0 682 ‘1 37

‘Treland ... 39-1 - 353 1-7 2-1

Norway e eee | 7274 641 1-8 70

Finland C eee 62°6 . 557 35 3-4

Sweden ... e | 619 | - 507 2:0 92

Prussia © ees 616 461 2°1 13-4

Bavaria “ees | - D129 377 39 10°3

Belgium 48°3 38°5 1-6 82

Austria oo . 471 113

Italy 240 149 54 37

deaths in
European
countries.

- 607. The following table gives a statement of the number of cases of raitway

death and injury from accidents on the Government lines of railway

during the twenty-two years ended with 1880, embracing the Whole

period of the existence of railways in Vietoria :—

* The proportlons have been calculated upon the occurrences in Norway during 1873, in Scotland’
during 1875, in Finland during 1874, in Prussia during 1875, in Vieteria durmg 1880, and in other‘

countries durmg 1876,

accidents.
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DeatHs AND INJURIES FROM RAILWAY AcCcCIDENTS, 1859 1o 1880.*

o Servants of the Railway )
Passengers. ‘ Department or of Others,
. ’ Contractors.

2118531 .48, 847 | L85 6| 4.

Year., 5 |25 |S8E5 258 |S8E 5 21 8§

: 7 o =R R S8 ([E2LT @ @ g

s || 6585|2552 4 ||83c (2538 3 | 5| BB
S5g 15888 5uE |88 3 |2a
S| £5E|EEEc| & || SEEIEEES) 2 || 5| £ |22

’ |
PersoNg KiLLED.
1859 to 1868 37 3 19 22 1|14 ...
1869 4 vae 2 2 1 1
1870 2 . 1 1 . 1] ...
1871 oo 6 2 2 2 2
1872 3 P ves 3 | eee
1874 10 4 4 1 4 1
1875 o |11 6 6 4 1
1876 e | 23 3 10 13 2 6 2
1877 22 1 1 3 10 13 8 | ...
1878 16 e | ees e 7 7 2 6 1
1879 21 ‘ows. con 1 8 9 2 9 1
1880 18 7 7 3 6| 2
Total killed | 173 eee | 1 1 14 72 86 |11 |64 |11
Persons INJURED.

1859 to 1868 | 84 22 2 24 5 45 50 1 7 2
1870 4 4 4 ee | ser | eee
1871 31| ... 1 | 1 | . 11
1872 32 28 2 30 1 1 2 . ces | ass
1873 1 1 1 oo | eee | ese
1874 ... 1 1 1 |} e | cen | oee
1875 8|l ... 6 1 7 .e 1] ...
1876 - ... 27 |} 1 1 2 4 15 | 19 |} ... 5 1
1877  eee 49 36 oo 36 3 5 8 1 2 2
1878 - ... 40 || 22 3 25 6 5 11 . 1 3
1879 45 7 2. 9 11 20 | 31 3 1 1
1880 ... | 20 5 .. | 5 1 71 8 2| 8| 2
Total injured| 314 || 121 10 | 131 41 102 | 143 || 7 21|12

608. It will be observed that, in the ‘whole period of twenty-two
years, exclusive of accidents at crossings or to trespassers, 173 persons
were killed and 314 were injured on the State lines of railway, and that
78 of the former and 112 of the latter met their death or injury in con-
sequence of their own misconduct or want of caution. Only 1 passenger
was killed throughout the period, but as many as 86 railway or con-

* Ag this table does not extend beyond 1880, the particulars of the casualties resulting from the-
railway accident of the 30th August 1881 are not included. On that occasion, portion of the Brighton
express train got off the line near Jolimont, when three carriages were precipitated over a low
embankment, causing the loss of four lives, and injuries of a more or less serious character to about
thirty other passengers.
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tractors’ servants were killed 3 the former,‘and all but 14 of the latter,
having been so in consequence of their own carelessness. - The passengers
injured numbered 131, and the railway servants 22 more ; as many
as 102 of the latter, but only 10 of the former, suffered from their own
action. At crossings only 11 persons were killed and 7 injured, which
must be considered very small numbers, taking into account the many
level crossings on the lines. As many as 64 trespassers were killed ;
these ‘no doubt included persons who committed suicide by placing
themselves in the way of trains. The trespassers injured numbered less
than a third of those killed. . | | |

609. In ‘the seven yéai‘s ended with 1880, embracing the whole Mining
period the Regulation of ‘Mines "Statute 1873 (37 Vict. No. 480) has
been in operation, 430 persons lost their lives, and 1,093 persons were
injured from accideiits connected with mining operations. The follow-
ing were the numbers in each year and their proportlon to the number

of miners at work :—

DEATHS AND INJURIES FROM ,MINING,ACCIDENTS, 1874 To 1880.

Average -+ Number of Persons— . Number:tp 3501,1?2? Mmers
number of . i
Year. Miners ‘

at work. Killed. | Injured. Total. Killed.. | Injured. Total.
1874 .. | 46,5512 | 90 245 835 | "1-93 5-26 7-20
1875 42,058 "83 1217 300 1-97 515 7-13
1876' 41,531 55 =170 225 | 1-32 4°10 542
1877 38,860 64 154 218 165 3:96 5°61
1878 Cees 37,212 40 106 146 1-07 2°85 3°:92
1879 37,195 48 112 160 1-29 3-01 430
1880 38,076 | 50 89 139 | 1-32 2-34 3°65

Means ... | 40,206 | 61 156 217 1-51 3-88 5-40

610. On comparing the numbers in the early with those in the later piminution
in mining

years, it is satisfactory to note a considerable diminution in the cases accidents.
of death and injury from mining accidents. Not only have the actual
numbers decreased, but their proportion to the miners at work is much
smaller. In the seven years to which reference is made, 1 miner in
every 659 lost his life, whilst in 1880 this proportion had fallen to 1 in
762. Both proportions contrast favorably with the deaths from mining
accidents in Great Britain and Ireland, where, according to the report
of Her Majesty’s Inspectors of Mines for 1879, 1 person in every 490
employed in and about mines lost his life by accident during the year.
This is exclusive of accidents in coal mines, in respect to which the
proportion of fatal accidents is much higher. P
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611. The immediate causes -of the mining accidents from whick
death or 1n3ury resulted in Victoria during the same seven years were as:

follow :—
Cavuses or MiniNg AcCIDENTS, 1874 To 1880.
Number of Persons—
Nature of Accident. . ,

Killed. Injured. Total.

Fall of earth or rock underground cee 181 331 512
» ,» on surface . 66 61 127

v materials down shafts . 20 78 98

»» Ppasses or Jump-ups ves 16 16

Fallmg down shafts 70 93 163

» 5, winzes or shoots ... 8 35 43

»  and slipping underground 18 18

» at surface ... 14 14

Cage accidents .. 19 53 72

Timber acc1dents 9 18 27

Truck accidents 22 22

Machinery in motion ... - 10 49 59

Explosion of blasts—gunpowder .. 11 82 93

» " guncotton ... 1 10 11

”y s dynamite - ... 1 4 5

’ » lithofracteur oo es 5 11 16

» 3 rockburster .. . 2 2

9 ’s other exploswes, or not named 3 17 20

s - explosives not blasts . 3 20 23.

’ boilers ves 5 5

s fire damp ... 1 19 20

Foul air oo 3 3

Undescribed ... ves .o 19 135 154

Total .| 430 | 1,093 | 1,523

612. The death rate from a given complaixzt is usually ascertained
by comparing the number of deaths from it with the number of persons-
living, but the death rate of women in childbed is better realized by
comparing the number of deaths of parturient women with the total
number of births. Such deaths are classified in two ways. If the
death is supposed to occur merely from the consequences of child-
bearing without specific disease, it is set down as of Childbirth,
Class IV., Order 2 ; but, if it should arise from puerperal fever, it is
placed under the head of Metria, Class I., Order 1. The deaths from.
child-bearing were unusually numerous in proportion to the births during
the seven years ended with 1878 ; but, in 1879, they were only slightly
above, and, in 1880, were below the average. The following are the
deaths and death rate from these complaints during the last seventeer
years :—
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DeaTHS oF WOMEN IN CaiLpBirTH, 1864 TO 1880.

Number of Mothers who died of— Deaths of Mothers
Year. : i to every 10,000
Childbirth. | Metria. | Total. Children Born Alive.
1864 ... 100 21 | 121 4712
1865 .. ces 99 24 123 47°46
1866 cee N 112 | 26 138 5518
1867 ... . 117 20 | 137 5351
1868 vos ee 110 23 | 133 4882
1869 ces ees | 105 18 123 - 4723
1870 115 9 | 124 4567
1871 ves oo 90 12 | 102 3725
1872 oo s 123 16 139 50°8C
1873 127 44 ? 171 60°85
1874 .. oe 142 109 t 251 9366
1875 154 83 237 8870
1876 ... 117 48 | 165 6164
1877 vee . 131 42 } 173 6651
1878 cor .re 149 49 198 7449
1879 cee 123 38 161 59'99
1880 oo .- 111 20 131 5009
Total in seventeen years | 2,025 602 [ 2,627 5820
613. The proportion of women dying in childbed during the whole Deathsin_
period of seventeen years was 1 to 172 births, but in 1880 the proportion Victoria and

was 1 to every 200 births. In 1879, the proportion was 1 to every 166 E?.f;%‘f,m,.

births ; in 1878, 1 to every 134 births; in 1877, 1 to every 150 births;
and in 1876, 1 to every 162 births; in 1875, 1 to every 113 births; and
in 1874, 1 to every 107 births. All these proportions, except those for
1880, are higher than those in England and Wales, where, in the twenty-
eight years ended with 1874, 200 births occurred to each death of a
mother.* In Scotland 1 woman is stated to have died in childbirth to
every 207 births during 1873, and to every 149 in 1874 ; and in Ireland,
during the ten years, 1869-78, 1 to every 151 births.

614. In the Melbourne Lying-in Hospital, during 1880, 586 women Deaths of
were confined, and 532 infants were born alive. Six deaths of mothers E;’Iﬁz"ii“‘
occurred during or shortly after parturition. Thus 1 death of a mother Hospital-
occurred to every 98 deliveries, or to every 89 births. It should be
mentioned, however, that maternity hospitals all over the world are
subject to receive a worse class of cases than the average of those dealt
with outside, women not unfrequently being brought in such a state as
to render their recovery from the first almost hopeless ; therefore, in all
such institutions, the death rate of the inmates is higher than that which:
prevails amongst child-bearing women in the general populationt.

* For an exhaustive enquiry into the causes of death in childbirth, see Dr. Farr’s letter published as:
an appendix to the 39th Annual Report of the Registrar-General, England, pages 241 to 251.

1. According to the report of the Lying-in Hospital for 1880, child-bearing was, in most cases where death
occurred, complicated with some other disease. One patient is stated to have died of acute bronchitis,
1 of acute tuberculosis, and 1 of septicemia; 1 was admitted in a dying condition suffering from rupture
of the bladder, 1 who was convalescent died suddenly of heart disease, and 1 who was admitted whilst-
suffering from typhoid fever died of cerebral effusion.



279 Victorian Year-Book, 1880-81.

Deaths in 615. Deaths of lying-in women appear to be more common in
Austral-  Victoria than in any other Australasian colony. It should, however, be
colonies.  mentioned that the fact of a woman dying in childbed is not always at
once discoverable from the death registers, Some medical men appear
to endeavor to conceal the fact of their losing patients in this manner,
and enter the cause of death as debility, exhaustion, blood- poi'Soning,
phlebitis, peritonitis, &ec., omitting to state that.these circumstances
were consequent upon child-bearing until specially asked whether this
was the case. The causes of death of females at child-beari ing ages
should be carefully serutinized, and enquiries made respecting all entries
which appear doubtful. It is questionable whether in some of the other
colonies this scrutiny is as complete as it is in Victoria, and hence it is
probable that the full extent of the mortality in childbirth oceurring in
such colonies is not known. The following table contains a statement
of the deaths recorded as having occurred from childbirth and metria
in all the Australasian colonies except Western Australia during the
seven years ended with 1879, and the proportion of such deaths to every

10,000 children born alive in each colony :—

DeaTHS FROM CHILDBIRTH AND METRIA IN ATUSTRALASIAN
CoLonNIES, 1873 To 1879.

Number of Deaths from Childbirth and Metria.

Year. Per 10,000 ° | Per10,000 || | Per 10,000-
Total. Children Total. Children Total. Children

' Born Alive. Born Alive. T Born Alive,

, VICTORIA. New SoutH WALES. QUEENSLAND.

1878 ... 171 60'85 cee 23 40°21
1874 ... 251 9366 | . 33 51-70
1875 ... 237 . 8870 - 149 7 6614 37 5517
1876 ... | 165 61°64 186 79'84 43 6229
1877 ... 173 6651 ' 113 47-38 53 7393
1878 198 - 74'49‘ 103 4067 46 6219
1879 161 5999 90 3342 38 48:28
Total... | 1,356 72:20 - 641 52:57 273 56°70

'SoUTH AUSTRALIA. TASMANIA. NEwW ZEALAND.

1878 ... 929 - 80'96 26 8530 52 ! 4634 -
1874 ... -38 . 4938 20 64'58 74 ! 57°61
1875 .| 54 | 7289 32 103-06 93 6441
‘1876 eee | 49 " 5958 20 . 6351 74 4577
1877 .| 45 5208 25 7786 74 43-90
1878 ... 41 - 44°17 16 " 4569 85 47°83
‘1879 vee | . - B0 -5049 .11 30:86 . 81 44°83
* Total... 299 | 5132 || 150 66'15 || 533 | 4964
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616. There are 34 general hospitals in Victoria, 8 of which are also sickness and
deaths in

‘benevolent asylums. - The total number of cases of sickness treated in general
these institutions during 1880 was 15,120, and the number of deaths nospitats.
was 1,413. In 1879, the cases of sickness treated numbered 14,984,
-and the deaths 1,452. There was thus 1 death to every 10-7 cases of
-sickness treated in hospitals during 1880, as against 1 death to every
10°8 cases of sickness treated therein during the previous year."

617. The following table gives a list of the various hospitals through- Death rate
out the colony, also a statement of the number of cases treated, the iféseﬁﬁﬁx
number of deaths which occurred in 1880, and the proportion of deaths

40 cases in each hospital during that and the previous year :—

pl

S1cRNESS AND MORTALITY IN GENERAL HoOSPITALS.

' Year 1880. g;rcrimgetof
.- . . . . (0) 1 0
Name of Hospital. Number of Number of vﬁg«:‘%g{:aget%f Cases ttegjted,
Cases treated. Deaths. Cases treated. 1879.
Alexandra = ... 18 e -
Ambherst e wo| 219 25 11-42 7°10
Ararat wes 284 14 493 - 5-54
Ballarat e eee | 878 _ - 98 1116 - 10712
Beechworth ... 498 87 7-43 - 710
Belfast 53 1 189 889
Bendigo 1277 - 119 932 1095
Castlemaine ... e | 741 47 634 . 950
Clunes 195 ; - 19 : 975 - - 871
Creswick 227 I 14 ' 617 871
Daylesford ... 194 _ 5 2:58 . 867
Dunolly 265 16 604 1068
Geelong ... we| 963 66 i 685 | 1022
Hamilton = ... 564 .29 - 514 - 567
Heathcote s | - 87 11. - 1264 12:36
Horsham e 219 17 776 | 897
Inglewood 325 23 708 - 464
Kilmore 138 15 . 10-87 .. 1438
Kyneton - e | 525 27 514 6-80
Maldon " s  aee 51 ’ 8 o .1569 1091
-Mansfield 113 3 . - 265 556
Maryborou@h e | 356 . 32 8:99 621
Melbourne . 4,096 573 1399 - 11-99
Melbourne (Alfred) ... 1,090 75 688 945
Melbourne (Homoeopathlc) 145 4 2:76 . 601
Mooroopna ... - 204 14 686 645
Pleasant Creek e . 807 23 ‘ 749 1063
Portland ... C e 87 4 460 . 1111
Sale .. 218 22 | 1009 10-38
St. Arnaud ... 202 20 990 11-17
-*Swan Hill e 115 6 V 5-22 .. 650
. Wangaratta ... . 240 30 - 1250 697
‘Warrnambool . e 134 11 821 635
"Wood’s Point . e | 92 5 | 543 . 407
Total ... e 15,120 1,413 " 935 969
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xg_;r;:sstr and  618. In propoxftion to the cases treated, the greatest mortality occurred
death rates. in the Maldon and Melbourne Hospitals ; and, with the exception of
o the Alexandra Hospital, where no deaths took place, either in 1879 or
1880, the least in the Belfast, Daylesford, Mansfield, and Melbourne
Homeeopathic Hospitals. In 1879 the rate of mortality was highest in

the Kilmore, Heathcote, and Melbourne Hospitals; and, with the
exception of the Alexandra Hospital, lowest in the Wood’s Point and

Inglewood Hospitals.

sickness and 619, The patients treated in the Hospital for Diseases of Women
hospital.  and Children attached to the Lying-in Hospital numbered 348 in 1879,
forwomen. ond 275 in 1880. The deaths in the same institution numbered 13 in

the former, and 15 in the latter year. Therefore, 1 patient in 27 died

in 1879, and 1 in 18 in 1880. ;
Deatbsof  620. In the Melbourne Lying-in Hospital 638 women were confined

%;f:;ﬁsnm in 1879, and 586 in 1880. Nine died in the former year, and 6 in the

HOPE atter. Thus, 1 woman in 71 died in 1879, and 1 woman in 98 in 1880.
From the founding of the institution to the end of 1880, 9,188 women
were accouched therein, of whom 119 died, or 1 death to every 77
confinements.*

Deaths of 621. The infants born alive in the Lying-in Hospital numbered 602

INaniear in 1879 and 532 in 1880, and of these, 47 in the former and 30 in the

Hospital  Jatter year died before leaving the institution ; thus 1 infant in 13 died
in 1879 and 1 infant in 18 in 1880.}

Sickiess ana ~ 622. In the Melbourne Hospital for Sick Children 389 cases were

deaths I treated, and 25 deaths occurred, in 1879 ; 438 cases were treated, and

hospital. - 36 deaths occurred, in 1880. These numbers furnish proportions of 1
death to every 16 patients in the former, and 1 death to every 12 patients
in the latter year.

sickness and 623, Cases of sickness in benevolent asylums numbered 2,688 in 1879,

Demevetont and 1,178 in 1880 ; deaths numbered 176 and 141. The deaths were

asylums.  thus to the cases treated in the proportion of 1 to 15 in 1879, and of 1
to 8 in 1880. .

Sicknessana  624. In the Melbourne Immigrants’ Home the cases of sickness in

%gﬁ;ﬁ;‘nts- 1879 amounted to 959, and the deaths to 76, or 1 deat?to every 13 cases

Home.  f sickness. In 1880 the cases of sickness in this institution numbered
623, and the deaths 84, or 1 death to every 7 cases of sickness.

Sickness ana  625. In 1879 the cases of sickness in orphan asylums numbered 204,

Jeatos™ and the deaths 8. In 1880 these numbers were 293 and 5 respec-

asylums.  tively. Thus, in 1879, 1 death occurred to every 68 cases of sickness,

and, in 1880, 1 death to every 59 cases of sickness.

¥ Se¢ paragraph 614 ante. t See paragraph 557 ante.



Vital Stotistics. 275

© 626. In hospitals for the insane during 1879 the cases of sickness Sickness and
numbered 2,011, and during 1880 they numbered 2,298. The deaths lunatic
amounted to 225 at the former period, and 221 at the latter, or an asylams.
average of 1 death to every 9 cases of sickness in 1879, and 1 to every

10 cases in 1880.

627. In gaols and penal establishments 5,473 cases of sickness Sickness and
occurred in 1879, and 5,485 in 1880. The deaths in these two years sgaois.
respectively were 38 and 43. Thus, 1 death occurred to every 144 cases
in 1879, and 1 death to every 128 cases in 1880. The proportions of
deaths to cases of sickness are smaller in these than in any other public
institutions ; but it is also probable that the cases of sickness dealt with
are, on the average, of a lighter character than those treated in the
other institutions.

628. Altogether the number of deaths in penal or charitable institu- Deaths in
tions in 1880 was 2,047, or 1 to every 6 deaths which took place in ipl;ls.lgzﬁtion&
Victoria during the year. The deaths in such institutions were in the
three previous years in the same proportion as in 1880, in 1876 in that
of 1 to every 63, in 1875 in that of 1 to every 74, and in 1874 and
1873 in that of 1 to every 6 deaths which took place in the whole
colony. The following are the names of the institutions and the

number of deaths which occurred in each during 1880 :—

DeatsSs 1y PusLic INsTiTUTIONS, 1880. ~
Number of Deaths. Number of Deaths.

General hospitals ... . 1,413 Hospitals for the insane ... 221
Hospital for Diseases of Female refuges ... . 24}
Women and Children 15 Industrial and reformatory

Lying-in Hospital ... 36* schools ... 25
‘Hospital for Sick Children ... 36 Gaols ... 40
Benevolent asylums e 141 Penal establishments 3
Melbourne Immigrants’ Home 84 _—
Orphan asylums ... 5 Total e 2,047
Blind asylum 3 _—
Eye and Ear Hospital 1

Note.—In 1880 no death occurred in the Deaf and Dumb Asylum.

629. In England and Wales during 1880, 1 out of every 10 deaths Deathsin
registered occurred in a work-house, hospital, or lunatic asylum. Of gg;ilzgtions
such deaths, 65 per cent. occurred in the first of these institutions, in England.
26 per cent. in the second, and 9 per cent. in the third.

630. The number of cases of successful vaccination in 1880 was Vaccina-
19,132 ; and, as the number of births was 26,148, it appears that 73 tions.
per cent. of the children born were vaccinated. Part of the remainder
are accounted for by death—1,589, or 6 per cent. of those born, having
‘died before they were 3 months old, and 2,193, or 8 per cent., before

they were 6 months old. The vaccinations amounted in 1880 to 73 per

* This includes the deaths of 30 infants born in the institution.
t This includes the deaths of 21 children of inmates of the Female Refuge, Madeline street.

S 2
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cent. of the births, in 1879 and 1878 to 82 per cent., in 1877 to 87 per
cent., in 1876 to 80 per cent., in 1875 to 82 per cent., in 1874 to
83 per cent., and in 1873 to something less than 80 per cent.

Memorax. 631. The question as to the efficacy of vaccination in affording pro-

vaccination, tection against small-pox ; as to the danger of conveyance of other
diseases by vaccination ; and as to the desirability of obtaining the
lymph direct from the cow, was discussed in the Legislative Assembly
of Victoria on the 17th June 1880, and in consequence the Central
Board of Health published a memorandum* in which they showed
that the evidence as to the protective efficacy of vaccination was simply
overwhelming ; that vaccination when properly performed cannot convey
any disease except vaccinia ; and that the vaccine lymph now in use has
not deteriorated or become contaminated by its repeated transmission
‘through the human body, therefore it is unnecessary to resort -to the
cow for a fresh supply |

Meteorologi- 632. The following are the results of ‘meteorological observations

tions, 1880, taken at different stations throughout the colony during 1880. These
places are arranged in the table in the order of their altitude above the
level of the sea. The last two are situated in the interior, but the
others are on the sea-board. The times at which the observations for
mean temperature and mean atmospheric pressure are obtained differ
at the various stations; but a correction is applied in order to make the
results equivalent to those which would be derived from hourly obser-

vations taken throughout the day and night :—

METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS AT VARIOUS STATIONS, 1880.

Temperature in the Shade.
Stations. Height above
Sea-level. Max. Min. Mean.

: feet. o ‘o ! o
Portland ... 370 1080 32 ! 574
Melbourne ... 91-8 106-5 29 578
Cape Otway 2700 1040 38 557
Wilson’s Promontory 3000 96°0 40 563
Sandhurst ... 7580 1065 32 583
Ballarat ... 1,4380 1085 28 563

Mean ‘ Days Amount ; Mean Amount
Stations. Atmospheric | on which of Relative of
Pressuare. Rain fell. Rainfall. | Humidity. Cloud.
, inches. No. “inches. | 0-1. 0-10.
Portland ... 29976 194 3420 ‘737 - 40
Melbourne . .ee 29°920 147 2848 ! 717 60
Cape Otway 29724 160 3664 | ‘883 80 .
Wilson’s Promontory 29587 201 - 5660 | = -761 5'8
Sandhurst . 29:208 " 100 29:39 . . 744 42 -
Ballarat ... .. | 28 501 132 2934 | ‘641 59

C Parhamentary Pa.per No 96, Session-1830-81.
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633. The following are the results for Melbourne in each of the Meteorology
n Mel-

seventeen years ended Wlth 1880 :— | bourne,1864
" ‘ to 1880,

. METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS AT MFLBOURNE.—RETURN FOR
SEVENTEEN YEARS. ]

1
P

(Observatory 913 feet above the Sea-level.) .

. Temperature:in the Shade. ~ Mean Days Amount Mean Mean
Year. - Atmospheric| on which of Relative [Amount
: : Max, Min. . Mean. Pressure. | Rain fell. | Rainfall. | Humidity. [ofCloud.
N A « o ‘o inches. . No. inches. 0-1, 0-10.
1864 966 305 | bB7T1 2994 144 2740 72 61
1865 103°4 309 | . 565 2994 ‘119 15-94 68 56
1866 1082 28:0 57'8 29-95 107 22:41 70’ 55
1867 . 108-4 29:7 | 577 |. 2992 - 133 2579 | 72 57
1868 | 1100 27°4 57°1 2998 120 1827 70 57
1869 - | 1084 27°0 . 572 29-94 129 24°59 ‘71 -} 60
1870 109°0 296 574 2993 129 3376 74 58
1871 106-0 32'1 577 - 29°93 125 3017 ‘74 59
1872 1033 325 576 29:92 136 3252 |- -74 6°4
1873 1024 302 580 2994 134 2561 72 60
1874 102:7 293 566 | 29-93 134 28:10 72 61
1875 1104 | 31'1 | 566 2989 158 32:87 72 62
1876 1107 290 57°0 29-93 134 2404 ‘70 58
1877 100-7 31'0 56°7 2999 124 24°10 70 5'8
1878 103°4 311 574 - 2990 116 2536 71 60
1879 106°0 305 56°8 29-92 127 19°28 71 58
1880 106°5 290 578 2992 147 28°'48 72 60
Means | 10565 29:93 57-23 29'933 130 .. 25°805 715 5'9

634. It will be noticed that in 1880, according to observations taken observations
at the Melbourne Observatory, the maximum temperature was about a ;ﬁggov%ﬁ_
degree above, and the minimum temperature ahout a degree below, the meaee
mean of the maxima and minima in 17 years; that the mean tempera-
ture, the mean atmospheric pressure, the mean relative humidity, and
the mean amount of cloud were all a fraction above the average of the
same period ; also that rain fell on 17 more days and 2§ more inches of
rain fell than the average annual number during the period.

635. During the period of 17 years a higher temperature than the gpservations

. o . . in 1880a nd
maximum of 1880 was experienced in seven, and a lower one than the tomer

minimum in three, different years ; the mean temperature was equalled Jars “™
in one and exceeded in one year; in two previous years:the mean
atmospheric pressure was lower than in 1880 ; the number of days’
rain was exceeded in one year, and the amount of rainfall in four
years ; the mean relative humidity was equalled in five and exceeded

in three years; and the mean amount of cloud was equalled in three
and exceeded in three years.
636. An extended account of the meteorology and climate of Victoria Meteorology
elsewhere

will be found in the Victorian Year-Book, 1874, paragraphs 564 t0 95,  treated on.





