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POPULATION.

Efflyﬂe?.trl%é; T the end of 1889, one hundred and two years from its
first settlement, Australasia had a population of 3,786,830
persons, 2,052,800 males and 1,734,030 females, divided amongst

the various Colonies as under :—

Males. Females. Total,
New South Wales ......cccoevvnnennns 618,300 503,900 1,122,200
Vietoria ...l e, 593,800 524,230 1,118,030
Queensland ..........cceviiiiiiiiiinnnls 235,610 171,050 406,660
South Australia 167,440 157,040 324,480
Western Australia .................... 25,070 18,630 43,700
Tasmania ........coooevies vivniineninns 80,810 70,670 151,480
New Zealand ............c.oeveeennnnns 331,770 288,510 620,280

If to these numbers, which are principally those of the people
of European descent, there be added an estimated population of
some 200,000 Australian aborigines and about 42,000 Maories,
the inhabitants of Australasia will be found to be, in round
numbers, 4,029,000 persons.

Density of Aus-

tralasian popula-
tion,

The population of Australasia, even including the native races,
only reaches a density of 1-27 persons per square mile, which is
far below that of any other civilised country excepting Canada.
Including however only those of European descent the density is
not more than 119 per square mile.

Other great colonies and foreign countries in process of
extensive settlement, with which these colonies may be fairly



DENSITY OF POPULATION.
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compared, show the following density of population, according to Population of

the latest available information :—

great colonics
and foreign
countries in pro-
cess of settle-

ment,
Country. Ama:\il';] ess(!uare Population. S[:l ‘3:?:%}:‘13:
;\1 GOTIN .oveiiin eciannes 184,500 3,560,000 209
Argentine Republic ...... 1,125,000 4,046,600 36
Bolivitt wovevvenrvveniiiiinannes 772,500 2,300,000 2.9
Brazil ... 3,209,900 14,002,300 44
Canadian Dominion ...... 3,379,000 5,075,900 15
Cape Colony......c........... 217,900 1,428,700 65
Mexico cvvvvvniinerininiannnnns 739,700 11,388,700 154
United States .........ccc.... 3,501,000 66,000,000 188

A comparison with the density of population in the older countries Density of popu-

lation in Euro-

of the world is of little practical use, unless as giving some pean countrics.

indication of the future of Australasia, when its population

shall have reached the proportions found in the old world.

The latest authoritative statement, that of Professor Grandeau,

at the Millers’ Congress recently held at Paris, gives the density
of populations of the great divisions of the Globe, as follows :—

Persons per

Continent. Area in square Miles. Population. square Mile,
Europe....ooooveiiiiiiiinnnne. 3,824,000 328,000,000 86-0
ASID L 16,647,000 758,000,000 455
Africa «ooovviviiiineininne. 11,587,000 206,000,000 178
North America ............ 9,347,000 72,000,000 77
South America ............ 6,875,000 28,000,000 41
Oceania ....ccovvveviineennns 4,250,000 37,000,000 87
The World .................. 52,530,000 1,429,000,000 272

Captain Phillip brought with him, in 1788, an establishment of Progress of

population in

1,030 persons, all told. Settlement soon spread from New South Australusi.
‘Wales, first to Tasmania, and afterwards to all parts of the

B



18 RATES OF INCREASE OF POPULATION.

Australian Continent and to New Zealand. The progress of
population in Australasia, and the rate of its increase for each
successive period of twenty years, from 1801 to 1881, are shown
in the following table :—

Years. Population of Australasia. Annual ;‘;eczfn{-ncreasc
1,030 | .
6,508 | L
35,610 887 .
251,000 10-26
1,265,898 843
1881 L 2,822,046 409

1889 v | 3,786,827 i 374

gﬁts::ifo Incronse In examining the various ratios of increase for each period
gg;igs com-  ahove-mentioned, the high rates which prevailed prior to 1841 are
to be accounted for by the smallness of the numbers operated
upon ; the high rate ruling from 1841 to 1861 is due to the
extraordinary impetus given to immigration in the years which
followed the discovery of gold in 1851. From 1861 to the
present time the increase has been normal, the gold fever having

practically died away before the period was entered on.

The following are the rates of increase over periods approxi-
mating to the last of the foregoing table in certain young countries
undergoing extensive settlement :—

Country. Period. An{;“g;]e;‘:ge of
Argentine Republic (Provinces) ......... 1869-87 371
Cape Colony and Dependencies ......... 1880-88 2-90
Brazil ......ccocoiiiiiinii 1872-88. 256
Canada ........ooeviiiiiiiiiiiinins v 1881-89 179

Taking the year 1860 as a starting point of comparison between
the various provinces, when Queensland, the last offshoot of the
mother colony of New South Wales, appears for the first time



INCREASE OF AUSTRATLASIAN POPULATION.

as an independent member of the group, the progress of the popu-
lation of each colony of the Australian family was :—

| Victorin. | Gt | Sth | Moot mgani | Neov
1860] 348,546 | 537,847 | 28,056 | 124,112 | 15,500 §7,775| 79,111
1870{ 498,659 | 726,599 | 115,567 | 183,797 | 24,785 | 100,765 | 248,400
1880 741,893 | 860,067 | 226,077 | 267,573 129,019 | 114,762 | 454,864
18891 1,122,200 I 1,118,028 | 406,658 | 324,484 | 43,698 | 151,480 | 620,279
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The total numerical increase in each colony during the twenty- Numerical

nine years was, therefore :—
New South Wales

Vietoria......occoevvvevinneinn e

Queensland .
South Austmlm
Western Australia
Tasmania

The numerical increase for

773,654 persons.
580,181
378,602
200,372

28,198

63,705
541,186

the whole of Australasia was

2,565,898, ench colony contributing thereto in the following

proportion :—
New South Wales
Victoria .....cocevvvivvnninnnnn.

Queensland
South Australia

30°15 per cent.
29+ (;1

3

100-00

increase in each
of the Austral-
agian Colonies,

The factors of this increase, viz., the excess of births over Increase due to
3 ]

the excess of

deaths, and the excess of immigration, were both abnormally large. Births over

The excess of births over deaths has contributed the fo]lowm«v

number to the population of each Colony, from 1860 to 1889 :—

New South Wales
Victoria
Queensland ............
South Australia ...
Western Australia
Tasmania
New Zealand

437,158 persons.
448,309
111,348
156,675 ,,

14,339

55,392
275,033

cathy,



Enerease duc to
Raamigration.

DENSITY OF POPULATION.

From this cause alone the population of Australasia has there-
fore gained 1,498,154 persons during the years mentioned ; a
number equivalent to 58:39 per cent. of the total increase.

The difference between the figures just cited and the total
increase during the period under examination, viz, 1,067,744
persons, represents the survivors among those immigrants who
permanently settled in the Colonies in the years named, less the
Australasian-born population which emigrated. These were dis-
tributed as follows :—

New South Wales ...oooceviiiiiiiininnn 336,496 persons.
Vietoria. ...covvvvvrieiniininen, 131,872,
Queensland ........coe i 267,254 ,,

South Australia
Western Australia 13,859 ,,
TaSMANIA oouvvirererienrecneraenernennns 8,313 ,,
New Zealand .....oooociciiiiiiiiiinininnn 266,153 ,,

43,797 ,,

The information conveyed by the above figures is important, as
illustrating not only the movement of population, but also the
effect of local influences upon immigration ; as, for example, the
attraction of liberal land laws, the fertility of the soil, the per-
manence of employment, and the policy of assisted immigration,
Tt would appear that during the period which elapsed since 1860,
New South Wales, Queensland, and New Zealand have exhibited
the greatest power of attraction and absorption of the permanent
clement of immigration. .

The bare statement, however, of the gross increase of each
Colony due to immigration, if taken by itself, is apt to be mis-
leading, since the original density of population must be deemed
a factor affecting the current of immigration. The following
figures show the density of population in each Colony at the various
lates corresponding with those given in a preceding table : —

Density of Population per square mile.

1860. 1870. 1880. 1889.

New South Wales 112 160 p 239 361

Victoria .oooveeeeiviinniinnes 612 827 979 12°72
Queensland  .......oonnen ‘04 17 34 60
South Australia ‘14 20 30 36
Western Australia ‘01 02 ‘03 04
Tasmania .....coocevvnirnnen 335 3-84 4-38 578

New Zealand ........covvivevnvenveinicnienn 76 2-38 464 593




EFFECT OF THE GOLD DISCOVERY.

Taking the last ten years, which the following figures illustrate, it
will be seen that no Colony exhibits uniformity in the immigration
returns, while some show in several years an excess of departures:—

Excess of Immigrants over Emigrants.

’ Now South | s oo s N l South Western
Year. | Twgleg, | Victorin.  Queenslandi sy ria. [ Australia.
i

New

Tasmania. Zealand.

1880...| 19,311 11,661 3,047 1,763 200* 356 7,231
1881...| 22,898 7,322 7,004 1 2,752 67 1,416 ] Gl(;
1882..., 19,317 10,880 17,043 734 04 1,419 3,48!)
1883...1 32,810 11,030 | 34,371 4,268 436 1,604 | 10,020
1884...] 32,232 14,141 18,620 1,208 871 1,733 0,321
1885...1 39,683 14,982 11,566 | 7,417% 1,628 G49 4,504
1886...| 28,492 | 25,302 13,190 | 7,608* 3,738 769 1,06+
1887... 23,516 | 22,026 15,979 2,100% 2,050 2,692 077
1888...| 21,545 41,803 11,805 113%  1,196* 9301 9175%
1889...0 20,640 16,164 10,926 514 578 2,672 214

Total] 260,444 | 175,311 | 143,561 | *6,098 8,066 | 14,270 [ 29,270

* LExcess of Emigrants.

There hadalways been, even in the earliest years of scttlement, Fffect of the.

scovery of

a small though steady stream of immigration to these colonies, gO“

but in 1851, memorable in Australasia for the finding of gold, this
condition of things showed a marked change ; for in that year there
commenced one of the most remarkable population movements
of modern times. Thousands of men in the prime of life were
attracted to the shores of Australia by the hope of speedily acquir-
ing wealth from the rich gold-fields that had been discovered, and
by far the greater number of these new arrivals settled in the
new Colony of Victoria, which had then just been separated from
New South Wales. This rush continued for some years afterwards,
causing an unprecedented increase in the population of the newly
formed colony. In 1850, just previous to the gold rush, the
population of the northern and southern portions of New South
Wales was :—

New South Wales oo 189,341
Port Phillip (Vietoria) ....coccoieniiiiiiniinnin, 76,162



Effect of the dis-
covery of gold in
Queensland and
New Zealand.

AUSTRALASIAN BIRTH RATES.

But five years afterwards the positions were reversed, for Port
Phillip, then an independent Colony, had a population considerahly
larger than that of its parent, New South Wales :—

Vietoria ..oooiiiiiiini e 364,324
New South Wales .....ooocoovvvieres vveeeee s o, 277,579

Victoria enjoyed the advantage in population for over thirty
years, but fell behind in 1887, and although obtaining a lead
towards the end of 1888, this was but temporary, and it is unlikely
that the smaller Colony will ever again attain the leading position
in point of population.

Queensland and New Zealand, also, owe much of their re-
markable progress to the discovery of gold. In New Zealand
the gold fever broke out in 1861, when the population numbered
only 99,021, and the period of its activity extended to 1881. At
the census taken in the last-named year the population had
reached 500,910 souls, a fourfold increase in twenty years.

In Queensland the attractive force of the gold-fields came into

- active operation at a later date, and may still be donsidered a

strong factor in stimulating the growth of population in that

Colony.

BIRTHS AND DEATHS.

The birih-rate of Australasia for the last ten years averaged
34-76 per thousand of the population, while for the previous ten
years it was 37°09. The following are the rates of each Colony
for the periods mentioned :—

Births per thousand.

Colony .vveiiiiiieii i 1870-79 1850-89
New South Wales......... ... 38-90 36-98
Victoria ...o.ocover veiveinniis 3460 3140
Queensland .................. 39-17 3708
South Australia..... ...... 3772 36-82
‘Western Australia..... ... 3161 3565
Tasmania.......c.c.cveeirenenns ... 30°36 3378
New Zealand .................. .... 40779 3472

Australasia ..........o.oo e 37-09 3476



AUSTRALASIAN DEATH RATES.

In all except the two least populous Colonies the birth-rate
shows a decline. The cause of this, so far as most of the Colonies
are concerned, is the increase in the proportion which persons
under marriage age bear to the whole community. If a com-
parison were possible between the number of births and the
number of women of child-bearing age during the two decennial
periods given above, the second period would probably be found
to show little falling off.

The mean death-rate of the Australasian Colonies from 1880 to
1889 is 1431, and varying from 10-56 per thousand in New
Zealand, to 1694, in Queensland. Five Colonies are over the
mean rate :—Queensland, with 1694 ; Western Australia, 16-76 ;
Tasmania, 15-25 ; Victoria, 15-15 ; and New South Wales, 1479
per thousand, while only two are lower,—South Australia, 13:74;
and New Zealand, 10-56 per thousand.

Mean Death-rate of the Australasian Colonies.

New
Year. South Victoria.
Wales.

New

Queens- South Western
Zealand.

land. | Australia.| Australin,| TaSmanis.

1880 1548 13-70 14-:08 14°79 1324 | 16°12 1146
1881 15:17 14°16 14:93 13:90 13-80 1477 11°13
1882 16:12 1532 17-99 1484 14°16 1579 11-19
1883 1468 14-28 18-82 1455 1793 17-06 1145
1884 16°14 14-46 22-97 1524 | 2187 1550 1039
1885 16-41 1498 19-72 1228 17-60 1540 | 1061
1886 14-88 1515 1677 1338 | 2156 1458 10-54
1887 13'15 1569 1456 12:77 17°11 1545 10-17
1888 13:54 15-31 14-66 12:02 15-90 14:11 943
1889 1340 17-56 1544 11-07 14-24 14-10 940

Mean.. ... 1479 | 15°13 16-94 1374 16-76 1525 10-56

Mean
death-rate.

23
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Death-rate of
Colonics com-
parcd with other
nations,

COMPARISON WITH OTHER COUNTRIES.

Compared with European countries the Colonies occupy a very
favourable position in respect to both birth and death rates. The
Australasian birth-rate is high, and in those countries where it is
slightly higher it will be seen on reference to-the subjoined table
that the death-rate is so considerably in excess, that the difference
between the two, representing the gain to each country by natural
increase, is largely in favour of Australasia. The following are

the average rates :—

Births Deaths Excess of
per 1,000, per 1,000. p]c;;lf}:)%o.

New South Wales .. ............... 36-98 1479 22-19
Victoria.....c.cceviunnnss 3140 15°13 1627
Queensland... ........ 3708 16-94 20°14
South Australia ..... 3682 1374 23-08
Western Australia,. 3565 1676 1889
Tasmania.............. 3378 1525 1853
New Zealand.......... e, n 3472 1056 24°16
Australasia ...ooooes cieiien ol 3476 14-31 2045
United Kingdom...........c........ 3169 19-21 12-48

England and Wales ......... 3298 19-35 13-63

Scotland ........cuiels . 32-69 1924 1345

Ireland...... . 23-96 1840 556
France .. .o covevveivniiionernnnnnnne. 24-33 22-26 2-07
Spain .o 3664 3106 558
Switzerland, .. 2866 21°14 7:62
Ttaly oo 3717 27-86 93]
Germany .... . 37-22 25°45 177
Prussia....... . 3761 24-95 12:66
AUSEIIA. .. i 3822 29-80 8-42
Hungary ..., 4407 3377 10-30
Holland .....ovvvvvviiiiniinvnneennes 3479 21-48 13-31
Belgium ... 3041 20-76 965
Denmark ..... cocoiriiiviiiininanen. 32-25 18-86 1339
Norway ... 30-94 16-50 14-44
Sweden .o 29-59 1734 1225

No better testimony to the salubrity of the climate of Australia
could be obtained than is afforded by these figures. There arc, of
course, various circumstances other than climatic which would
tend to make the mortality lighter in these than older-settled



AUSTRALASIAN MARRIAGE RATES.

countrics, but when all possible allowances are made for such

circumstances, o comparison between these Colonies and the

countries of Europe is still significantly favourable to Australasia.

MARRIAGES.

"The marriage-rate of the Colonies per 1,000 of the popul

is as follows :(—

’ New § T Qucens- South W : New

Year. \c\\':lg;m Vietoria. | 0 Al?;)tlll‘gliu. ‘\‘éf::lri';. Tasmania. Zc:lcn‘;ul.
1880 768 622 722 8§66 742 7-38 671
1881 820 679 7:66 §-31 6-60 730 6-64
1882 §74 709 8:56 887 7:07 $-03 7:07
1883 8-87 743 93 8§63 6-95 901 6-82
1884 §'49 773 §91 842 7-11 781 687
1885 818 772 8§99 7:93 7-80 797 665
1886 797 7:84 §-37 G641 7:94 727 599
1887 742 7-62 §21 640 770 671 597
1888 737 §-41 863 666 7'18 6°60 597
1889 6-82 833 7-86 6-52 6-99 650 591
Mean...! 792 | 736 $37 764 | 725 l 742 | 645

The lowest marriage-rate of any of the Colonies is found in New
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ation Marriage-rates

of the Colonics,

Lowest
marriage-rate

Zealand, and the highest, taking a series of years, in Queensland. ™ New Zealnd.

The rates during the last ten years, which have been given above,

show that the average of the whole of Australia has been approxi-

mately 7-55.

The Colonies whose rates are above the average are:—

Queensland.....coc. vovcvinii §-37
New South Wales...oooeiiiiiiiiiiiniincceienes 792
South Australin.....occoeiiiirieiioiiiniiiii e 764
VICLOTIA tvvvs vereeriaenrerrresssaraetrenanssstrenansrsresnenrans 756

Those below the average ure :—

Tasmania ........... E ettt e reem et aeaeet e e raan 742
Western Australia ...ooovvviiiiiiin i 725
New Zealand ...oovivviiniiins ciireniiniei 645



MARRIAGE RATES IN OTHER COUNTRIES.

It must be borne in mind that the above are the ratios of
marriages to population. To ascertain the ratios of persons
married it is therefore necessary to double the figures in each case.

Comparisons of the marriage-rate of Australasia with that of
other countries, where the social conditions are essentially differ-
ent, are not of much value, but as the marriage-rate is to some
slight extent an index to the relative prosperity of the people, the
rates which rule in the following countries will show that the
Australasian Colonies rank in this respect on a par with the
leading nations of the world :—

Marriage-rate per Thousand of Mean Population in certain

European countries.

Countries. Mean of years,

1881-88.
England and Wales .......... SR 74
Scotland ........ PSP O PRI 66
Treland ....ooiiiiiiiin e 43
France ..... ...occoiviiviiiiiiiiin v e T4
Spain o 64
Switzerland 69
Ttaly oo 79
German Empire ............ ...ocouie ... 78
Prussia ...oovveciniii e 80
AUSEEIA .. e e e 79
Hungary .....ococoviiiiiiin e 99
Holland....c.oocooiiiiiiiiiii i 71
Belgium......coooooviinin i 69
Denmark .. ... oo o 75
NOPWAY ceoviriiiei i et e e e 65

SWeden ..oooii o i e 64

The social condition of the working-classes, in even the least
forward of the Australasian Colonies, is much more advanced
than in the British Islands; the probabilities are therefore greatly
in favour of a higher marriage-rate, and the wonder is not that
the marriage rate in Australasia is above that of Europe, but that
the difference is not greater than it is.



RACIAT, COMPOSITION OF THE PEOPLE.

BIRTH PLACES OF THE POPULATION.

At the last general census of Australasin (1881) the racial pyguy eom-

composition of the population was as follows :—

Nationalitics. No. of each Nation, Per cent.

Australasia. . ...oiveiiiiinin s e 1,667,376 6080
lingland and Wales .. 499,922 1823
Trefand ..o v e L 261,996 955
Seotland . 151,027 551
Germany and Austria ... ..... oo oo 43,714 1-59
ChINR 4. v eris ven aaene \ 43,430 1-58
Other British Possessions ................. 14,060 051
Scandinavia.. ..ooooviviiiiieiennn 13,899 051
United States 6,274 0-23
Trance. ...ooocviiiiiievinnnns . . 4,401 016
Other Toreign Countries, not specified.. 36,451 1-33

Total .ovvviieiriiniiiiies e, 2,742,550 10000
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pulation of

census of 1881,

Thus the Australasian-born element prevailed in the proportion percentage ot

following percentage of the population of each Colony :—

New South Wales

South Australin .......coovviininnnns v 5983
Western Australia..... ... 5983
Tasmania......coveenne v 69713

New Zealand .. ..o 4560

The great bulk of the Australasian-born population is of British
descent, and the major portion of the immigrant population is
also of these races, the respective proportion for each Colony

being :—

English. Trish.
per cent.  per cent.

New South Wales ............... 14°72 9-21
Victorio coveeeiinveniniin e 17°11 1006
Queensland ...l 17°51 1325
South Australia ... .......... 21°14 652

Western Australia .. .....

Tasmania .....cccoevvvieveenvenenen.. 14°96 621
New Zealand 24-72 1008
Australasia 1§23 955

22-76 10-01

6218 per cent.
Victoria ....coovevviniiniinnan 57-89
Queensland ... ... o i .. 40°39

tR]

Scotch.
per cent.

3-34
558
465
380
2-46
324
1077

551

. . . tives to tota
of 0-80 per cent. throughout Australasia, and constituted the population, !
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The foreign
element.

Estimate
untrustworthy.

FOREIGNERS AND ABORIGINES.

Among other European nationalities the Gtermans and Scandi-
navians contributed the largest numbers to the foreigners estab-
lished in Australasia, being particularly numerous in Queensland
and South Australia, where together they formed respectively
675 and 3-38 per cent. of the total population. Their total
number in all the colonies was 57,613, and of these 14,399 were
located in Queensland, and 10,010 in South Australia. Excluding
Asiatics, the United States of America furnished the larger
proportion of other forcigners represented in Australia, and the
French ranked next in order. The Americans numbered 6,274
and the French 4,401, or 0-23 and 0-16 per cent. of the total
population.

The percentage of foreigners, other than Asiatics in each Colony,

at the census of 1881 was :(—

Germans | ... |Americans|

Au:t,rxl‘(ilnns. navians. (b[g:szg(; French.
New South Wales ............. .. e 104 037 0-34 020
R 161703 o 1 PO 1:03 028 0-27 015
Queensland.........cc.oooininiiin. 552 1-23 019 016
South Australia. .....ccooovvienininieeenn. 321 037 010
Western Australia. 1 028 017 029 0-10
Tasmania ......... | 069 019 012 005
New Zealand .....cooviiniiiiniieaininnnn, 1-08 0-97 0-17 017

At the census of 1881 the Aborigines were estimated to number
31,700, distributed as follows :—

Colony. Males. Females. Total.
New South Wales 938 705 1,643
Vietoria ....cc.cooe.... e 460 320 780
Queensland ........... 10,719 9,866 20,585
South Australia ...... 3,478 2,868 6,346
Western Australia 1,640 706 2,346
Total....c..evevnrnnns 17,235 14,465 31,700

There are various reasons for belicving that the above total
does not include the entire aboriginal population of the colonies.



TILE MAORIS OF NEW ZEALAND.

In New South Wales, for instance, only the so-called * civilized ”
blacks were enumerated in the returns, and, from reliable infor-
mation since available, it is certain that the actual number,
including those in a wild state, was much higher. The figures for
Queensland are in a great measure derived from estimates which
are considered by the Registrar-Geeneral of that Colony to be too low,
for in his report on the census he says :—‘“In the northern parts
of the Colony the aborigines are comparatively numerous, and some
persons resident in the Cook and Palmer districts have supposed
that there may be 70,000 in Queensland. This, however, is a very
crude estimate, and may be far wide of the truth.” In the cuse
of South Australia, the aborigines in the Northern Territory were
not included in the returns, and it seems probable that they are
as numerous in that Colony as in Queensland. The census of
Western Australia includes only those aboriginals in the employ-
ment of the colonists, and as large portions of this, the greatest in
avea of all the Australasian Colonies, are as yet unexplored, it
may be presumed that the number of aborigines enumerated in the
census is very far short of the total in the Colony. The aboriginal
population of the entire Continent may be set down at something

like 200,000.

The original inhabitants of New Zealand, or Maoris, as they The Maoris.
are called, arc quite n different race. They are gifted with a con-
siderable amount of intelligence, quick at imitation, and brave
cven to rashness ; on the other hand they are avaricious, and oft-
times ferocious. According to the census of 1881 they numbered
44,097. Like the Australian aborigines they appear to be de-
creasing in number, the census of 1856 enumerating only 41,432,

The total in 1889 was estimated to be about 42,000 (23,000 males

and 19,000 females). It is believed, however, that at the time

the colonists first landed their number was fully 120,000. It is Aborigines
stated in the annual report of the Aborigines Protection Board docreasing.
that there were 7,529 aborigines in New South Wales in 1889, as
compared with 7,485 in 1888,
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CHINESE IN AUSTRALASIA.

In 1889 the Chinese in the whole group of Colonies were
estimated to number 47,822 distributed as follows :—

New South Wales 15,581
Vietoria ...oovviinrio i veer 11,679
Queensland e 7,691
South Australia ............... .. 6,660
New Zealand...........coovvvviiniiiniiiineiinvenenanes 4,585
TasSMANIA ..ovvviiniiiniiiii e e 1,000
Western Australia ............coeeevviiviiiiieninninnnens 626

Australasia ... ..o 47,822

Since 1880 it has been deemed expedient by the Governments
of all the Colonies except Western Australia to enact prohibitive
laws against the immigration of Chinese, and their migration from
one Colony to another. For several years a poll-tax of £10 was
imposed, but now, in accordance with the most recent legislation
on the subject, masters of vessels are forbidden under a heavy
penalty to bring more than one Chinese to every 300 tons, and a
poll-tax of £100 is charged on landing. These stringent regula-
tions have had the effect of bringing about the almost entire
cessation of this class of immigration.

The number of persons naturalised in Australasia during 1889
was 752, more than half of these belonged to Queensland. The
following are the totals for each Colony :—

Colony. Number.
New South Wales . .....coooovviiiiiiiiiiiniinns e, 137
Victoria ....c.cooociiiiiiiiiiinienn, 112

Queensland ......... 418
South Australia

Australasia ......cococviinii, 752

CITIES AND TOWNS.

The progress of the chief cities of Australasia has been no less
remarkable than that of the Colonies themselves, and has no
parallel among the cities of the old world. Even in America the



POPULATION OF TOWNS AND CITIES.

rise of great cities has been accompanied by a corresponding
increase in the rural population. In these Colonies, perhaps for
the first time in history, is presented the spectacle of magnificent
cities growing with marvellous rapidity, and embracing within
their limits one-third of the population of the Colonies, of which
they are the seat of Government. The abnormal aggregation of
the population into their capital cities is a most unfortunate
element in the progress of these Colonies, and is one which seems
to become every year more marked.
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The increase in the population of the chief cities of Australasia ropulation of

census periods, are given in the following table, which illustrates
the remarkable progress referred to :—

1841, 1851. 1861. 1871. 1881 1889.
Sydney .o, 29,973 | 44,240 | 93,241 | 134,736 | 224,211 | 381,730
Melbourne ............ 4,479 | 23,143 | 139,916 | 206,780 | 282,947 | 458,470
Brisbane ............... *829 | ... 6,051 | 15,029 31,109 | 87,000
Adelaide .. .| 16,107 | ... 18,303 | 42,744 | 103,864 | 121,735
Perth .. % OO O R 5,244 | 5,822 9,000
Hobart .....oooeennnd] cenvn | i 19,449 | 19,092 21,118 | 35,673
Wellington............| ...... | een | e 7,908 | 20,563 | 33,050

*Ini1846. 1 In1sss.

The aggregation of population is most marked in the case of
Melbourne, but Adelaide and Sydney are also conspicuous. The
proportion of population compared with that of each Colony is set
forth in the subjoined table, for the two years 1881 and 1889 :—

1881. 1889.

Per cent. Per cent.
Sydney ......c..coooii - .. 28-79 3401
Melbourne ... . 3214 4100
Brishane .........ccocevveivininiannnn ereereeaee 1370 21-39
Adelaide ....oocoies i e 3627 3751
19-36 2059
17-75 22:43
410 533

. .. . . capital cities of
and the estimated numbers of their inhabitants at the various Colpniesdmée
various dates.



Population of
principal towas
in Colonies at
latest available
date.

POPULATION OF PRINCIPAL TOWNS.

The percentage of New Zealand population resident in
Wellington is small, but, though it is the capital of the Colony,
this city is greatly exceeded in population by Auckland, as well as
Dunedin and Christchurch ; but even in the largest of these
cities—Auckland—the population is not more than 2:67 per cent.
of that of the whole Colony.

Among other cities and towns of importance in Australasia the
following may be cited in the order of their estimated population
at the latest available date. In all cases the population of suburbs
is included :—

City or Town. Colony. Population.
Aunckland ..o v New Zealand .. ...ccooeennn oonee 60,000
Dunedin ..ocvvvevriie cvieiireniannns 3y eeeererereneieaeae, 47,500
Christchurch ............... e 5y eererrererrieeennas 48,000
Ballarat ..oooooviiiiiiniennns oo | Vietoria oo 40,753
Sandhurst ....... - e 33 eereereeeaeeaeisenenienenes 36,020
Newecastle ....... ....| New South Wales ............... 27,750
Geelong ... | Vietoria .....ooveeeeiiiiiiiiniiiiin, 20,984
Taunceston .... J Tasmania oo v 22,126
Broken Hill .................. ...| New South Wales ......... ..... 14,000
Parramatta ... e 5y erererenieenaes 12,000
Goulburn.......c... vevvvveninns " e 11,400
Rockhampton..........cccoene ...| Queensland ...l 10,793
Bathurst ...oovvvvrveiveneininninenne. New South Wales ............... 9,000
Maitland .ooooviiiiiiviiiinie e, . e rererreees 9,250
Castlemaine ...........ooereee JUR I %A T3 ) o T U 8,900
Invercargill........cooooieenininnnn.n. New Zealand ....covieeirnnnnnene 8,939
Townsville ...coovviivevniiennnennn. Queensland ............eee ceveens 7,860
Ipswich P 7,576
"l'oowoomba. e s eers 6,270
Albury .. ....| New South Wales .. 6,000
Orange.....ooeevvineiinunaniniinnninn.. 1 eeseerennin 5,600






